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who are especially God's care,-His
Church and the poor. T"ere will be
a general concurrenee, I am pursuad-
ed, in the dutifulness of such a feel-
ing; for our Lord reminds us of its
truth and force when lie said, " Inas-
much as ye have donc it unto the least
of my brethren, ye have done it unto

'i
ME.

There is great cause for rejoicing
that so many have come to a better
recognition ofthe duty of alms giving;
that the feeling lias caused so much
prevalence that, when in the Lord's
house a Christian congregation cou-
tribute of their wordly means to chari-
table or religions objects, they do so
not from the meie impulse of com-
passion, but as an offeriug which is
well pleasing to God. They can take
to themselves the comfort which the
centurion must have felt when he was
addressed by the angel in these words,
thy prayers and thine alns are come
up for a memorial before God." And
when, in this spirit and vith this
hope, ilie Christian nakes is ithank-
ful offerings, it is well that this should
be done with the solemnity that is
due to the recoguized part of public
worship. The ( hurch expressly pro-
vides that " the Deacons, Church-
wardens, or other fit person, shall rev-
erently bring the alms to the Priest,
who shall present and place them
upon the hioly table." Oan it be un
fitting; then, that the reverence and
huMility enjoiued on these officers of
t,e Church should be exhibited by the
congregation at large; and can such
feelings be exhibited .u auy more
simple or unostetfations mode than

'eir sI mdirry'during the presenta-
lrop
Af at special times, some of God's
vbe beautiful flowers and culled
ens of the barvesp,-should be

apon God's altar, it is ineant aý a
.rential acknowledgensent, in a saëred

ce, of what we owe him for the beàuty
id the.abundance'with which the earth

8 stored.
The jealous scrutiny which is exercised

in respect uf the practices of others. and
the haste to denounce these practices as
iovelties which jeopadize the purity of
be Church, is, - am satisfied, largely due
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to an absence of patient and imrnal moni-
consideration of motives, and e ao
tions of results. On a general surýîftîo .Dr
the condition of this Diocese, Lt in reply
affirm,-with all the joy and hopGeady to
assurance must beget,-that our clo that we
and congregations are, as a rule, in this
proved and quickened in their spiritýXtrava-
lite, as well as better informed on t. my
tundamental principles of the Chure.r
which is their heritage. There is morèd l
animation in public worship; a beartier add
response; a more general union and ny
warmth in the work of praise. There is n-
more decorum and reverence in the bouse
of God. The young are more faithfully
instructed in religious knowledge and :e-
ligious duties. More care is taken in
the preparation of candidates for confir-
mation ; and the consistent Christian lile
which should follow, is more earnestly,
and with a cheering success, insisted
upon.

Tne Church, we are thanikful to sa),
is not stagnant or supine. Il Lere and
there we notice oigus of lethargy, dul-
ness aud deaduess; a dumb show of wor-
ship, and preaching that is not practical
or stirring; and il, on the other hand,*we
notice bere and there exhibitions of zeal
whiub, though irregular, are signs of aul
healthful lite ; let us be tolerant Let u'
enceavor to correct the shortcomings and"
irregularities on either side by kind re-
monstrance, and not by holding up hie
delinquents,-real or supposed,--to pub-
lic vituperation and persecut ion.

With the hopetul tignis we have of *le
Church'b work and progrebs iii thib Dio-
cese, let us be faithful and united in the
endeavor to maintain and exteid in.
The Churcl' of Christ throughout the
world bas trials before lier ; there are
bminous signs that she lias a batitle in
fight, not only for lier genine pinciicîple'
but for the truth of the: Ievelaior o
which she is the authorized witiesitîs ani
keeper. In the contest against thee
gathering loes let us be all une; nui
dimming or destroying the love we owe
to one another by unkind 'uspicions Ir
rash accusations; not se.ting flocka
agamnst pastors, or bruthren agimn.. bieil-
ren ; but all one in the effort to pronote
" unity of spirit, the bond of peace and
.righteousnaess of lite

I remain, dear brethreni,
Your Iaithful se vat and Diocsan.

A. N. ToRoNTO.
Toronto, Dec. 20, 1873.

[NOTE.-The abovo can be haid in pamtph-
let forn, posta.e fr e, for 5 cents each ; 3r
cents per dozen; or $2.50 per hundred.-ED]


