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NMurray's verses are full of natural magic, and.
“bearthe classical <stamp _of which-Richord Le
Gallienne, I his eriticism of Murray, says :

"+ A\hen poetry has it it ean-never quite-die,

Ehe world av kirgomayor get it, but-thae will-
ahvay< -he’ X warm-coriter for it in the heart of
ﬂm student of poefry 1 that 43 to <ay, a-vaum-
corner in the-warmest heart.™

* “Lionel Johiison issr poat who deserves men--

-~ “tion for this. iffor no-other causy that he is-one

~who-upholds " the great and noble tradition of
= the past in opposition to the * modern,™
socialistic, tendeneies -of ‘many
and-poets-of to-dmy - S T

and -
of the writers -

Johnson was-educated at St. Mary's College, -

 Winchester, to which we-find constant reference
throughout-his poems,  He-is proud of being
- Waekehamist come of Wenkehamists,”
went laterto New College, - @xford.
Inglish Roman Catholic. but strong
Joyalty  to mEEngland’s L.\L&;”E“CL.H
_ tothe pulilication of his poum. in 1803, he had
umlllJ)utL(}je\fcl':ﬂ aml\—mg plgu..x of verse to
- the *Book ofithe Rhymers-Club.”* and alsopub-

He is anr

Previous

- lished an-essay in-eriticism called = "Ehe At of

" Ehomas Hardy,” It is with his poems, how-

[ e

in his

ever, that-we are chiefly - concerned, a Hmited

*edition of which
and is now somewhat rare.

Lionel Johnson is above all **a poet’s poet,”
butthisfactdocs-notdetractatallfrom:the charm
of his verse. s an example of his-old-time
loyalty, nothing better can be cited than his

* "Fo the Statue of Ring -Charles at Char-
g Cross,”

lines

Sombre-ondzrich, the-skies;
Great:glooms-and:starry- phmc

Gentlythe-mght-wind-sighs:
Iisesn=vast=silence-reigns.

The-splendid=silence clings
Arottnd=me:: and- -around-

The-saldestof: ings
Crowned,.and:again:discrowned,

Comely-and-calmzhe-rides

Only-thenight=-wind:glides ;
No-crowds, nor-rebels, -irawl.

Gone,-too, hiscourt:: and vet,
Thestarshis-courtiers are :

Stars-in-their stations-set:;
Awlevery-wandering:star.
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- - “Whichaare=morezfull-of: fate P -
The stars; orithose s
AVhich:zare-more:-
Those-brows or the:dark skies?

AN h.\t could be nobler orhigher th'm the tl i-

“hute-of <uch a poem?

1n another plice we get a charming picture

- ofan English sea-port, somewhat idealized, it

ix true, butyet not too-much sos—-

i -q\\uugl nternzca
A=quivering:ray-afar,

“From:=round:the ancient: quay,
Rin itl muxh refrains:
- .Stmn
- Chauieazinzlusty qtrams.

- “Freshiness-of-early-spray,
- Blown-oti-my
Morningbreaks:ch
And:=storm-isilikest

b,

;‘L‘—lighbprow:plunget red

Ree Eerudidy:=sand, - - T
Hs: wellsped,
hoatleaves:the- laml "

’l‘he alr

Heds E n(rhs'h nl)o\'c allelse, and one- of the

~ longest poems in his-book is-devoted tom scrics

of- plgtnu‘a of the English and he concludes:

“Thesesj -joysa and:suchzas: these,
AresEoglanilis-and-are-mine:”

His poctry is distinguished by its harmonious
rhyethm and smoothness, and it has-a dignity
and sweetness-of its own which appeals to-the
lover of truepoctye,. In conclusion Iwilkquote
his ~hort poem, *"Ehe Bells,” which-has-aspirit
of wistfulness and enquiry about it:—

“Fram-faraway! from:-far-away-!
Rut-whence, you-will:not-say.:
Meluncholy-bells,-apoealing:chimes,
Vaoice sof-lntios and:times?!

Yourtoll, O.melancholy:heils?!
Over-the- \xheyfswellsa
O=touching:chines ! -your-dying.sighs
“Travel-ouritranqguil-skies.

But=whence? And:-whither:fade:away
Your-echoes:from:zour-day?

You-take our-hearts:with:gentle:pain,
‘Tremble, and:pass-again.

Could:=we:lay:holil:upon:your:haunts,
Thebirthplace-ofzyour chaunts:
“Were-we-in:-dreamtand,.deathiand;.then?
We,-sad:and: womlermg men?"
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