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i Rev. Thos. Crosby.

It siw peadily vonceded that from the
dayes of Weley himsolf, Yorkshire, ng-
hund,  Irax been a Methodist «tronghald.
It it woere cantured from us, the event
would wrean to the Chureh just what the
full of Gibraltar would mmn to  the
Rritish Fmpire. It is matter for grati-
twde that  neither  of these  dicastes
seenis fnminent,

It mnst be an anteeedent advantage to
a Methodist preacher  to be bora and
arulled inaneh an atmosphiere, e wil!
be affected by his envieonment, nnd will
shire I the farven! sturdy evments of
the *aca’ eluptaeter This advantuge
wag given to the sabject of onr sketeh,
The Rev, ‘Ihontas Croshy was barn o
stanneh Mothodist parents in the his-
tome coumty wf York, and wathin  the
boutuds of the furnoux old Prekoringe Cie-
onit, winel it s ekiimed has been more
prolitic in Mothudist preachers than any
other.

Mr., Crosby war sixteen years of age
when he lett his native eountry, by
which timte he mue have known some-
thing of the general principles of Metho-
dist theology, tor Metholist  preaching
in thave days abounded with doctrinal
definigions,  dikcussions  and  geripture
proofs,  ‘The ardeat youth had also been
much impressed by the self-snerificing
devotion of the Rev, tGeorge Pierey, who
spent so many wseful yeans in China,
and whoee early career young Croghy
was destined <o much to emuints,

In 1836 he eame to (anada with his
parents, and eettied in Oxford country.
nene  the town of Woodstock, Ontario,
where he was soon earning his own liv-
ing by working in a tanvery, In his
<oventeenth year he was converted to
Gtod while attending a camp meeting.
He at onee joined the Church at Wood-
stoek; was <hortly made a loeat preach-
er, amd meanwhile was netively engaged
with several other younz men (among
the number Mr. Alex, Peers, now of
New Westminester), holding cottnge and

young  men's  prayver meetings  and
preaching serviees,
It was apparenily  in 1860 that  Mr,

Uroshy finst heard the divine eall to Ia-
bor in British Columbia. It came to
him while reading a published letter of
the Rev. IMhward White's, who was al-
ready in this provinee, The letter pre-
seited no alluring picture, but spoke of
isolation. of the dilfieulties and hardships
of the selfssacrifice and courze involved
in the Christian service <o greatly need-
o in this country at the time. ‘The ap
peal canght not  only the imagination,
bt also the conscieace and heart of
‘Thomas  Croshy: he solemnly  offered
himself to God for the work. and felt
that he was accepted.  There were ob-
stacies in the way especially the trial
it invo'sred for fathoae and mother: for
coming to Bpitish  Columbia in  those
daye wan no amall matter: but nothing
condd change  either hix econvietion or
purpise, and he set ont entirely on his
own responwibilty, reaching  Vietoria
Apifil 11th, 1862,

Tt was in Mirah of the following year
that, having dedared his convietions to
the Rev, Dr. EBvana ke was appointed
to take charge of our first Tndian Mie
thons just ostablished in
Nanaimo, Vancouver Isiand, e threw
hia whole «oul inte the work, rapidiy
waited a knowledgze of the Indian lan-
mrae, and eageri used it not only for
teaching echool, but also for preaching
the Gospel to the natives from rvillage
to village, and from hut to hut, as far

distiant as Chillivack, on the IFraser
River, “and his word was with power.*™

While thie engaze’  he was oreat’s
cheeredl by a visit rrom Rev, De, Pun-
shon, then President of the Wesleyan
Conteretry of Cataudiy by whom he was
ordained to the ministry  at Nunaimo,
April 16th, 1871,

Short y  arter this,  in 18T, Crosby
mnle his tiet vidit to Odario, where lie
deweribed the incidents of his recent e
periences with aurprising eloguetee aml
wisnrpassed eoffeet, e travel’sd 9,000
miles to ndidress missionary meetingssand
the meome of the sovioly went up S22,000
In addition £L00D wae raised apeeind to
start the Simpeon Misddon, 1 work he
hod been amplored to undevtake by In-
dinns (rom that place, converted under
him in Videria, One ehureh raised fore
this purpose L0 ane night, after they
had raiced 1,600 for the General Funid.
It waus duvinge this visit also, that Thom

December, 1899

readily reeognized that the Indian eanos
was  no fit meanx of travel in waters
which have more than ence severely test.
ol even so staunch a little steamer as
the (Hlad Tidings; but few men wonla
Imve had the wit and eourage to over
come  the difliculties pracented by na
tiure, by whieh such a suitable contri-
vitnee, By mieans  of this boat, hun
drede of natives were reached with the
Gopel, who, but for her, might still be
in heathen darkuess, Conditions huve
sonrewhnt ehanged since 1882, and for a
year or two the Glad Tidings has not
been mneh uxed; at there are not a fow
who are of the opinion, that with a little
change of policy in our missionary opern-
tione on the const, the steamer might
atill be found a very valuable and ccon
omical instrument,  ‘Che building of this
hoat  was  the specinl result of Rro,
Craoshy's seeond visit Bagt, The general
boned the same year reportal a sumphie

PORT SIMPSON, B.C.

as Crosby was happily married to Miss
Ewmma Donse, a cultured young lady,
who has proved a loving and worthy
help-meet, sharing in her husband’s ad-
ventures and hardships, with wonderfu
devotion through the yecars that have
followed,

Returning from the Kast Mr. Crosby
and his young wife began the work at
Port Simpson. Tt is impossible to trace
in detail the abundant labor undertaken
in travelling and preaching incessantly
over a circuit 300 miles in length, Whole
~illages were morally and socially trans-
formed. In eight years, Simpson was
organized into a district, the second in
Britich Columbia. The Victoria and New
Westmingter distriet had at the time
only 12 stations. The new distriet.start-
od with thirteen appointments, The de-
velopment has gone on without intermis-
sion, until there are two Indian distriets,
with eleven ordained ministers, four
medienl men, thirty-one lay workers and
teachers and six native agents—a total
of fifty workers, and there is a member.
shiv of over two thousand,

In 1882 Mr, Crosby paid a second visit
to the East. One result was seen in the
huilding of the missionary steamer Glad
Tidings. This little boat must always
have a distinet place in the history of
missionary labore. Tt i3 probably the
firet instance on record of a steamer be
ing built specially for such a purpose,
and it illustrates once more the genius
of Mcthodism in adapting hersclf to the
exigoncies of any circumstance én which
her responsibility appears. It will be

of $£10,000.

Mr, Crosby has always been conspic-
nously successful in his appeals to the
public for missionary givings, 1t ix more
than “a remarkable coincidence'” that on
each of his visits “home,” as he calls it,
the general fund has shown large ad.
vance. Tast winter wag no exception;
he appealed for ar increase of $30,000,
‘There was a response of $23,000. In ad-
dditjon to this the Girls' Home and th.
Boys' Home, at Simpeon, and the hospi-
tals on that district have atl been built
by specinl donations.

Mr. Crosby is n man of forcible pres.
ence and fine physique, Ile has great
command of an audience, i3 a powerful
and most impressive  preacher,  though
nat a cermonizer. Ile has “n passion
for souls” and a magnificent voice to
express that passion. He could not bhe
long in a camp meding and no one
know of his presence, and somehow his
spontaneous shouts of “Amen” and
“Halelujah” remind his younger hreth-
ren of that carlier type of M- thodiem
of which their fathers have told them
and which the writer hag oceasiomally
met in a Cornish revival meeting, It is
distinctly refreshing and helpful.

The great respeet in which Mr, Crosby
is held is scen in the fact that he hae
heen chocen by his brethren to represent
them at the General Conference, and at
the General Board of Misaions, and in
his olection three years ago to the pres-
ident’s c¢hair. Subsequent to his election
he resided two years in Victoria, and
last year removed to Chiliwack, his
present charge, JP.H,



