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as o protection to rovive & dvouping in- | culled fur, the Lllslulllsdbpﬂl tnu,ut refuse bu) them,

dustry, it has proved a miserable fail
ure.

*Tho cloctro-plated woro trado is also
injured by the oporation of the present
tarift, The idea of levying a duty of
30 per cont. on plated ware was twofold,
to raiso moro duty, and to encourago
manufacture, The Tinance Minister
snys the encouragoment of manufacturo
was tho primary cause of the change.
Thoro is not the, slightest, donbt, of ;the |
schome as a means of raising rovenue,
for the goods are so bulky that they can-
not be easily smuggled into the country,
and of necessity aro forced to pay the
increased rato of duty levied upon thom.

As a protection to ‘manufacturors,
however, this duty has proved a failure,
not because itis not high enough, but
beeause the Government have more than
counterbalanced its benefits by the addi-
tion of high duties upon their raw ma-
terial.  Any one at all conversant with
the manufacture of plated ware knows
that many lines of these goods can only
he mado to pay where there isademand
large onough to enable the maker to
employ improved machinery in their|

~manufacture. The Canadian market is
altogether too small to justify the manu.
ufacturer in incurring the expense of
such mwachinery, therefore, as a matter
of necessity ho is foreed to import these
#oods in the metal ready for plating.
They are to him raw material, and as
such he ought to get them in at a low
rate of duty. The American manufac-
turers who located branch factories in
Cunada were given to understand that
thoy would be allowed to enter these as
“blanks” at 10 per cent.duty, but to their
astonishment they found that although
“«Britannia and metal ware,"wasdistinet-
ly rated in tho tarift at 20 per cent. they
were forced to pay 25 per cent duty on
them. The reason assigned for this was
that the Jnefcomponent part of Britan-
‘nia metal being tin, therefore, they
must pay the rate levied upon that ar-
ticle, which was 25 per cent. Thiswas
such a manifest ininstice (as they should
have been passed under the head of un-

enumerated articles at 20 per cent.) that | yonts,

scomingly to justify their action an
“ Order in Council ¥ has lately been
promulgated, making the duty on Brit-
annia and white metal 25 per cent.—

to allow manufactwrcrs the priviloge of
ontoring thoso goods excopt at a prico
fixed by the Government itsclf, which
price the manufucturers claim is exces-
givoly high. Tho same thing happens
to regulur wholesalo dealers who im-
port the finished goods from the United
States, only in a worse and more tyran-
nic form. Thoe customs authorities pre-
sumo to say that thoy know the valuo
of theso goods botter than the merchant
‘who imports or the manufacturer who
makes them, and the consequence is
that on plated ware. although tho duty
is nominally 80 per cont., the way
the price is figured by the department
the importer is really forced to pay a
duty of almost 45 per cent. on the cost,

In the mattor of clocks, enameolled
hollow ware, cut glass, ware for plater's
use, and several other lines of*goods,
this practice is carried out to u greater
or less degreoas suits the caprice of the
department. This may bo a fair way,of
treating importers, but we very much
doubt if the next election will prove
that they regard ic in  that Jight. In
fact, if we can believo the speakers at
the late meeting of the hardware and
jewelry trades held in -this - city last
month, we must come to tho conclusion
that they have been treated in a very
arbitrary and unjust manner, and one
which if not speedily amended, will
worl a vast deal of harm to the Gov-
ernment.

Wo do not think that tho Govern-
ment intend to crush out importers,
They must have a revenue, and if they
stop importation they kill the goose that
lays their golden egg. Thoy scem
however, to have been trying to keep
their promises to the ear while breaking
them in the spirit; they huve given the
manufazturer plenty of protection, but
it affords no real benefit because of the
advanced prices they cause him to pay
for Lis raw material. It is oppressive
to the importer, because not being sat-
isfied with the duty imposed by their
own tariff, they seck to levy on our di-
minished imports an amount of revenue
equal to their present increased require-
In fact they are liko the man
who tried the oxperiment of »itting on
two stools, but between them came to

the ground.
We think a great deal of the present

Surely the vath of an lnun

ost importer should be a guarantee that
his invoices nrocorreet; thonif any were
found trying to dofraud tho customs by
fulso invoices, tho goods shonld at onco
bo scized and sold for tho bonefit of
tho Government.  Tho present systom
is certainly conducivo to dishonost trad-
ing, and nono can wondor that when
honest importors aro harassed thoy ave
at present, that thoy should spoak out
boldly and domand from tho Government
a rovorsal of tho present policy rogard-
ing importations,

HOW I BECAME INSURED.

—

A*SATIRE (A LONG WAY) AFTER DICKENS.

—

Is your life insured ? was & question
one day asked me by a friend, or one
whom I had always taken to be such,
but who afterwards proved to be a
“Wolf in Sheep's clothing.” Not know-
ing aught of the infernal malice which
prompted the inquiry, or the direful
consequences which might follow my
reply in the negative, 1, innocent, unsus-
peeting youth that I was, verdantly
answored, No—oh foolish blunder how
t rrible was thy reward—could I only
have forseen the consequences of my
rash answer, as I sco them now through
the light of exporience, how wary would
have been my reply. As I proviously
remarked I was youthful "and verdant,
and didn't know any bettor, which threo
reasons even yet appear to me, sufti-
ciently good for my giving thatanswer,
Add to “these the fact that I was an
enthusiastic admirer and imitator of the
 I'nther of his Country,” {1 refer to G.
Washington, Esq., commonly known to
posterity as General Washington and to
schoolboys as * the boy that conld'nt teil
ahe"”)and I think that this verdancy
on my part ought certainly to be
pardoned. However having crossed the
Rubicon I could’nt go back on my word,
go I stuck to it. That moment was a
crisis in my life, and thereby hangs a
tale, and with your kind permission,
and in the hope that it may serve as a
beacon to others, I will for once consent
to withdraw the veil with whicli I have
hitherto so carefully concenled it, and ex-
posethecanterized scar to publicserutiny.
I must premise that you know my cir-
cumstances; if you do not I shall briefly
inform you that at the time I rofer to. I

But this is not the worst feature in thu, dissatisfaction could be stonCd if tho | way engaged in the general commission
case, for rot satisfied with exacting 5, Government would allow importers to buam\.sb at No. 980 Wellington St. East,
per cent. more duty than the tariff| enter goodsat the prices at which they ) where I an at preseat located, and
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