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00NE OVER TO THE PATRONS.

L ESSONS are not always heeded. Time and again lias Txim

lRY Goons REviEw pointed out the fallacy of merchants

undertaking to do business on the conditions stipulated by the

Patrons of Industry in order to secure the trade of the itembers

of thi, orgatizatioti. Supplementary to what we have said is

the evidence adduced lby the failure of those who have entered

into the compact.

.\nd yet nierchants there are who arc still willing to sub-

scribe to the conditions for doinig trade that tite Patrons of

Industry have set up. Among the latest to do so is a firm of

general merchants doitg business at Granby, Que. This firm,

accordmng to lBradstreet's, is the possessor of a fair capital and

good credit. It is a pity it is not so well enriched with good

judgmnett. 'The basis on whicl this firni has agreed to supply

goods to Patron custorers is:
,An hcen y g-1. and unto.Aen ptarctla, 5. er cent.

(;n,seff an, J-,1 l, la jet cera:.

D)ry gxxds. ru . ,% J et g cnt.

1Iere is at all-round profit of i o per cent. How the firm

is to mauiage to make both ends meet at such a rate is outside

our ken. Sonie will no doubt contend that they cannot.

Others have tried, and failed ; and sonie of them have had a better

margin to work upon, too. Wholesalers arc just as keen as any

class of merchants for business, but, knowing the risks that are

cntailed by selling merchandise on the basis of profits laid

down by the Patrons, frequently deny theni further credit the

moment they are aware that the alliance has been made.

Were thrre n ruins of Patron storekcepers on the way to

stand out as warnings, it is obvious to every bus:ness man that

a umîerchant cannot sell his goods at an advance of to per cent.

on the invoice price of his goods and pay ioo cents on the

dollar. It is scarcely more possible than to draw bload frot a

stone.
Of course. ttere are a variety of ways by which, thTrough the

practice of deceit and dishonesty, a nerchant may be able to

make a liv:ng profit -yes, and a handsone one-out of his

alliance with the Patrons.

False inàvoice« is one favorite and well.worn nethod. I.ight
wcight or .lort mcasure is another. WC know of one Patron

storekew. who always stuck on an cxorbitant profit where and

whenever ie thought it would lass muster, and who when

asked ta produce his invoice would, knowing his customer, pick

up ait invoice. perlaps of a different ihne of goods fron that

which lie was seUling. but whicl contamned figures approximate

to iîtat whict ie was askmng, remarktng as lie hurriedly passed

the document tefore the customîer's eyes. "Tiere, you see, J'm

actually givmng it to you below what 1 slhould." - To mioast of

those people," ie subscquentily remtarked, " an invoice is an en.

igna, and it is no trick to fonl ltemt."

Those catcrinig ta Patron trade i titis way may deadei any

pricks of conscience tteN nay have by pleading thtat they are
only figltng the devil with tire. Truc as that may be, dishon.

esty is tint made honcty by it.

Country nierchants should tealire onc thing : the Iatron

orgatnization is a dying concemo. And ilie soaner Iegitimatc

business men cease supply:ng such props as the Granby firni

lias just put In position, the sooner wll its final collapse take

place, at Icast as fat as its mueddling with storckeepers is con

cerlld.

MR. BUFTOWS ARTtOLI.

Ilimetallism is discussed in a very clear article in this issue

by Mr. Burton, of Caldecott, Burton & Spence, Toronto. The

article is luc*d, clementary and interesting. In this connection

we would advis: our readers to again look over the article in
our last issue entitled, " Where is the Gold ?"

Demonetization of silver has certainly affected the creditor

classes by aiding in the general lowering of price'.. For

example : I an a farner. In :875 I buy a farmi for $5,ooo, pay
$2,ooo cash, and give a mortgage for $3,oo. I Cstimate I can
pay that off by raising 3,ooo bushels of wheat, this grain avteag.

ing $: pet bushel at that period. I have reverses, however,
and invest my surplus money else.•here. My $3,0oo nortgage
remains. During the past years, wheat has averaged 6o cents a

bushel; therefore, to pay off my mortgage I must grow 5,000

bushels of whcat. That is, I must now grow 2,ooo huîshels

more than I needed to have grown to pay the sanie deht in

:875. To be sure, I can harvest the grain a little more

cheaply unow, but that makes no material difference. The argu.

ment retains its force.
As to Mr. Burton's argument regarding the competition of

the "Yellow Man with the White Money," it is exceedingly

plausible, and ir based on Mr. Burton's studies and observa.

tions while traveling in the commercial centrus of Europe.

THE OROPS IN MANfTOBA.

Mr. J. Harris, formerly grain inspector at Toronto, but now

living in Winnipeg, is in the "Queen City," renewing oli

acquaintanceships. le is looking well.
" The crops," he said, in reply to a query of mine, "are

excellent. The only question now is the securing ai tlem."

"Some reports state that the crops are further advanced thai

they were at this tine last year," I ventured.
l Well, they are not," lie rejoined, with some eniphasis.

"And I learn front correspondence I have received to-day that

they have had a great deal of rain up there. That will tend to

make the grain grow instead of ripen. But the acreage is larger

and the yield promises ta be much more abundant than last

year. On the whole, ilterefore, the outlook is good."

A TRADE PIONIO.

The sixth anr.ual picnic of the Montreal Retail Dry Goods

Association was arranged to take place yesterday (July 3 ) to
Iberville, Que., on the Richelieu River, opposite St. John's.

rie menbers of the association and their friends, numbering

several hundred, travcled by C.P.R. to the Whitfield Itrk,

l>erville, wherc a programme of gantes was arranged for.

Many h:ndsome prizes, which were cxhibited last week in le

Monde window on Notre Dame street, were offered to the

competitors of the various events. The association alone spent

$î o in prizes. T'he judges were: Messrs. Jas. Archamault,

J. A. Normandin, Arthur Gagnon; and the starters, Messis. 0.
Ixnire, P. E. lieauchamps. A programme of dances was at-

ranged, and the Blazi orchestra securcd for the occasion. Mi.

Chagnoi, the courtcous president of the association, was ilte

head of the committec making the arrangements. The aim of

the association is not to make moncy out of these picnics, but to

enploy thenas a means of promoting good fellowship aniongst

the inembers and strcngthening the community of interest.
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