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othcr living %vriter, is deeply versed in ail that of its adliercuts, that It mtght bo doubtcd of many,
relaes o te lieraureof he Cute., iv a tr tie cse of Ilistiop Synestus and tire fuîse Dio-

relaes t theliteatur of ho Curchgiv s s, ivliwetlîer ihiey wcere more propcrly hecîhien
us the folloviiig as te result of his acqîtain - Pastilhaisîs or Obristian Mystics. To sum Up att,
ance %vith the writings of (9 The Fathers."1 Aristolle, affer stoutly defeiîdt'ng pnganism, et last

indepeuîdent, of any 0direct heresies, erroneus lent the Christians his vexatious logic tu exasperate
metlîuds of cousideriing Christianity bucaine l're- the mutltitudeo f Iheir dispîutes, and tlu split rînd
valent fromn tire iîidiseriminate study anti admira- 5îîhidivi<le eiesy irror tu itiiiy.-Doi.,glus, of
lion of Gentile philosopliy. Each of the Chris- cavers.
tian fatîtars, iwlîo u.flected a reîîutation for liter-
ature, riaturally adopteti the favourite opiniosi3 CHISTIAN B3ENnFicENc£.-We coinmrend
cf sortae philosophic school, and thus evcry e. Ith e fo'lowiý,eak rmtepno elculative sect came to mingle Iliair own peculiar a igeak rn tepno el
errors in Lliat, incolicrent andi discordant mnass ofi knowvn writer tu the devout consîderation of
opinions ivhich formeti the Chîristian literature of the picus and devout of cvery naine. With
antiquity. Few attempts have hati lcss foundation Dvmelo oa int spciir
10 proceeti upon than the endeavour to make the ho uhc oa igiyi bcîir
Christian fathers pass for the supreme judges of sacrifice invested, wvhen deposited on the altar
controvcrsy and the oracles cf religion. Nothillg of christian charity, andi devoted to the suiva-
can be mure vague than their conclusions, nor more lion of immortal souls 1
weak than their arguments, nor more variable than
the tendency cf their writingsq. TFhey might, not- Consider, 1 entreat you, the diffierent results cf
iihstanding the ivealîness cf their jutignent, have the property you spanti ulion yourselves9, andti tt

been valuable, as furiiishing fuels; but in these îvhich you speutid upon Chirist: the rormer perishies
they are lamcntably deficient, and hence tbc mca. in the using, the ltler acqjuires ant imiparisliable
greness cf church history. Wheti appealati te asI existence. %Vhat you lay euit in te cornforts andi
auth ritics, they tendti hemselvas by turns te every elegances of lifé, yea, and wviat you lay up unïie-
aide . wnen resorteti te fur information, ihey fur- cessarily, dues with you ivhen you due, andi obtens
nish 'uitile but conjecturas. IL is ivell, hoivever, thatl ne resurrection, for it lias ne principle ofimmortal:-
Christianity shoulti have smaîl obligation te its tY- You wilI sec it in ne form in anotber world,
early advocates-, atîd that religion shoulti rest upon fur it contains ne seed ihat will bear fruit in cternity.
tîte poiver cf GadI, andi net upon the authority cf lit wiill pass aivay for cer, andi notlîiîg cf il remairi
men. It is wattl aIse that a great gulf should be Ibut the remembrance und the regret, if, irtiled,
placeti betwcen the inspired andi the uninspireti regrret can enter Heaven, that it hati net been spent
Christian writers. Manycf the faîhers, as thayare fer God. But the ivealth ivhicb, undar the influence
catteti, were but recent converts freni paganism, of pure motives, is devoieti te Christ, wilt neyer
wvhe iere baller acquainted withi the superstition. die: this is immortel anti incorruptible, net indeeti
thay had lcft than the revelation they hati ei-J in the form cf preperty, for cf what use ivould
braceti. Many were more attentive te the slutiy cf Ibtis bie te us in Heaven 1 but in whiat is infunifely
phitosopby than te the search cf scriptural truth. 1more glorieus anti gratifying, in the (hem cf those
The caution of St. Paul wvas lest upon thani te bie- 1rcdcemcd and blessed spirils cfjùst nfien mndè per-
ware cf ' philosopby falEaly se colled.' The ema- 1 (cc, îvhom it bas been employet 1 convert te God.
nativé systcm, with ail its errors, spraad feir andi Yes., the men whe give theirproperty for the côniver-
wide, under thc aulhority cf Origan, andi witb the sien cf seuls, may ba said,in ene sanise, le transmulo
aid cf bis ellagorical interprètaions. In the hantis it miet tîsose living substances' f rtictiness andi blis
cf the master cf Origen, Amasenius, anti his fellow- wbhich fill the uppar ivorît. This, in the hast antirful-
disciple Plotinus, theaebsurditie-s cf pacnism, by lest sensa cf tbe term, is 1'-to lay up treasures in
the suposition cf an inaer si.-nse ccntaincd in thcm, Heaven ;"1 it is te etirich thé celastiat city; ta
had been madie te ceincide ivith the dreonis cf phi- increase the glory cf the New .Jcrusolem, andti I
losophy. The truths cf Christiagity ivere now lI place fresb gems in the mediatorial Crcwvn cf the
ha axplaincti away by thbe sae subtle procass. Beticemer. 0 Vbat a motiva to libcralily! What an
E-vilWas consideret less a transgression cf flie holy incentive Ie munificence ! Hlow dots il softcri ible
lawv cf Goti, than as distance from, the suprame labour of getting wcalîh, sîveaten andi sanctiff the
fountain cf existence. A Christian purgatery was f2njoymcnt cf il, andi cempensata for any lithoe
introducctsimilar te tbe rlatonuc purgation by fire, sacrii6cc ive moy makre in parting fromn il, te recel-
andi all seuls, after certain cycles uf aberration and'lecL tlîat hy giving it te Christ, Fve impart te iL a
remediat punishment, wvere supposeti te he destee principte cf immortality, and attl it te the inheri-
te rcturn te the onc greet Being fromn wbom lhey tance inicorruptihle. undefileti', andi that faacîb ot
hati departed. Frani another quarter, false notions Iaivoy. Duil must ha tîte heert webich such a motive
cf Gnostic purity flcovcd in te augment thc super-I cannrot quickcn ; grovclting the spirit vi hiclî sucIt a
stitions cf the tiaclining church. anti the division prospect dues netclevate. O Christians, heiv is àt
iras revivati in tlie distinction betireen thse mcnks that wie cen clieat ourselvas, of such-heavcnly fclici-
anti thse laiîy among ihe orthodox, 6vhich hat pra-1 ty and eternal honcur, mercly Ie have a little mcre-
vçiously prevaiteti ainongst the early harcties andtie 1i comforl, luxury, or eleganca here 1 W*hv de -vve
Mianicheans,) of thse pprfect, whe abstainet from impoverish ourselves in another wvorid, te etiricli
flash, and lacerateti their bodiy, anti cf the imper-1 ourselves in Ibis 1 Hew is il thut thse prospect or
fect, îvho incrcly performeti the duties cf life. These cingr our propcrty for ever before our eyes in thor
doctrines cf Pis te, from thc tiagre cf resemblance forma cof glorifiati spirýils, cf layiuig it up orôund the
içhieh thcy occasiowalty hecar ta rejéelatiion, insinu-l throne cf thse Eternal; cf addicg, hy it,. to the
atetl thomscîves ivith case ansong the truihs ofj sp'endours cf the holy cf holies;anti muttiplying

'Christianîîy. The olti Pacîheistie errer cf Goti the objects on which the eye of Christ :Shall reat
includîng ail being within hiniseif, hati lilcewise nu-I1 'wih satisfactron aq thse travair ofIsis sont, does net
raerous otivocates, anti se confusati wcre thc notions induc us te part with more cf il for such purppses,


