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elect in ftic Calvinistie sense. IBut observe 3rd, That tliis passage
,siniply predicts that the Messiali's people, believers, aftcr tlie
day of Pentecost, would bc volunfeers, free-will offerings remarkable
for devotedness to God, which was aetually fulfllled. It is therefore
no proof of the Calvinistie notion of irresistible grace. Moreover
flic Bible speaks of the converting influence of the Spirit being
resisted, vexed, grieved, quenclied, and ascribes the ruin of' the
impenitent to their resistance of the Spirit.

lis God tiien no purpose in connection witi tlie atonemnent of
Jesus? Yes hie has a purpose, and his purpose is stated by Jesus,
when lie says, 1 God sent not bis Son into tlie world to, eondemn
the world, but that the world flirougli him miglit be saved," John
11. 17. The propitiation is for mnen, and God's plan is that men
niay be saved on the ground of it; but as men are moral agents
God lias establishied a condition to whieh they must submit in
order to eajoy actual salvation. Hence in another passage Jesus
says, IlGod so J.oved the world that lie gaVe bis only begotten Son,
that wliosoever believeth inl hinm miglit not perisli, but have ever-
lasting lif'e." John 11. 16. lence says Paul, Il Hie bath ]nade
bim, fo be sin for us, wlio kaew no0 sin, that we ighfft lie made
the riglifeousness of God in him." 2 Cor. v. 21. God is said f0

purpose, or plan a thing, 'when he acts towards, or with a view f0,

it.s accomiplishiment. God formied Christ from flic womib, to, bring
Jacob agaüb to 7dm. This was bis purpose, and his forming
Christ from the womb, was his acting with a view f0 ifs fulfilment.
Yet tliere, was a possibility tliat Jacob miglit not be brouglit again
to hlmi; for says Christ, Il Thiongl Israel be not gafhered, yet
shall I be glorious lu tlie eyes of' the Lord, and my God shall be
my strengtli," Isa XLIX. 5. Iu order tliat Israel iniglit be
gafliercd it was neccssary for fliem f0 fulfil fthc conditions of God's
plan or purpose. Failing this, Israel -was caist off. Thougli they
werc flic descendants of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and be-
loved for tlie sake of these fafliers, tliey were rejeeted by God,
because tliey rejected Christ, This teaches Ùliat flic actual result


