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Sto the city of Antiocli; and 'after labouring -for a tinie in 'the congre-
gation, both PauU1and Barnabas purpose and --make arraTigements to
re-vi8it the infant congregations previously fornied by 'their joint
labours. Barnabas bad been a faithfui coinpanion of iPaul; and both
were on the eve ofsatting out on their second e'angelical, tour: for it
was au appcintmept of heaven thoct sucli general workmen should -give

Iattention to -the -apjbuilding of saints as w'ell as 'the conversion of -sin-
ners. i3arnaIas was earnestly desirous of ha'ving John Mark as a
third party in this -work;- but Paul resoWed that brother Mark shoula
not bc their conîpanion. These two go'>d men, and faithfui labourera
in the gospel, îbetamne angry-an opinion -binig at the bottom of ït.
Preachier -Barna-bao plead for Mark; 'the zeal of Paul opposed him.-
It was a simple nia-ter of expedierncy. It was a contention between
thie judgitint of Paul and the judgînent of Barnabas; - nd the differ-
etice produeed a qae-scsdebl.indeed, that iIarnabas vent
off with Mîark in ene direction, and Paul witl Sulas in anether dirc-
tien. XVas there an trtith. aîîy prînciple, any authority of tic Great
Xaster fi.t stake? Nelt at ail: a xîîattcr cf expcdienicy-an opinion-
w~as the ail and ail of the Il sharp contention-;" and if these men had
been like sýome iii later t ines, thecy would bave preachied against eacb
ether an d fornicd separate parties-Paulites anrd Barnabasisrn would

1 bave been found tri ait1 tiose regions whercver they laboured. But
no: thlley -.hnd their contention:- it n'as net about Uic faith: it was an
opinion that produced the dispute: they stili labour ns formcriy in
the one cause'of the one Lord.

A înost erroncous opinion inay b-e vcry hiarmlcss, and a very weak
opinion inay becomne niost destructive. The opinion itself, whether
very far frýon thc truth or quite near the truth. is of small.consequence
se long as the truth of God is firmly relied on and'the opinion is not
rciied on. The opinion thnt wlierevcr saints walk they step upon
angels' bonds, is au innocent impression if it does net invalidate the
correct idea cf the existeuce, charaeter, and influence of the augels
spoken of by the seriptures. The opinion that Satan eon'verted hini-

slone into a tortoise and mnade a wvomnn among the anelents dream-

gret reasis ail cf ne account-provided wbat thc inspired Bo3ok
eDs but Satan bve cordially and fully embrneed.' Se of every Cther

tosab Sâetdwith Ilthings in earth and things ini beaveu.". We
care net what opinions mien extertain if they take hold and keep hold
of the trutli as it is in Jesus. The faith cf thc Gospel will draw mnen
orle toward another, and unite them tû thc lord, âna produte the.

!good fruits of fiaivation, and px'event the cvil influence of aw, utIýoyard
j:Opinion._____


