U tesr practien to dicuse ol
grav t nttors o policy when cna stale of
sus brty, givig thar debute the advautage
of being rosmmed nl repeated next moru-
ings ; ulso, slisull they inadvertently conveno
A ucuny when sober, to roverse the pro-
cts , tnd urcertoin whother on getting drurk
over 1t they arnved at the sameo resuft. The
systeln was nol without its ments, no
deult, one of the ot prominent of whiclh
sceirs to nve been thut it emtailed a doublo |
ameunt of hguor.  Mr. Bawyer was suflici
ently u Persaan to rcconmdor s decision of
the previcus mght, when ho woko next
meanng with o tofing bonc-ache, and a
tongene more ko that of u roindeer, a8 pre-
served by Fortoum  aud Mason thao the
orgut of speceh apd deglutition peculiar to
the hinan rubjeet.

He wan o bard fellow onough ; but nonan
can smmoke cgars and drnk  bot-stopping
the Inst thing at mght, and get up 1 tho|
morning without remembering that o has [
done so.

A plunge mto his cold bath, lowever, a
cup of warm tea, with a rasaer of bavon friz.
zling fron the five, and well peppered, soon
restorad the brightoess to our irend’'s eyo
and tha color to ns chieck,. When hs 1t s
cigar ou s own well-clenned door-step, aod
turned a8 fuco to tho balwy breath of
“jocund day, under a soft Novembor sky,
duppled, and mollowed, and tinged nero and
there with gold by the wanter sun, he . It, as
ho expressed at, ¢ it as o fidale, aud  lotter
upon Murket Harborough than ever,”

Ho was o mun of few words though, when
hie meant business, aerdl only paveing tfor a
moinent at tho stavle, and fecling the groy's
deges whichs somehiow ulways did filt ufter o
day s hunting, e took no hving tortal into
Qe contidensce, not even tho  taciturn Isaac
{of whom more hereafter) ; Lut started for a
five-mle walk, to inspect tbo stables of a cor-
tan horge-coping worthy, with whom bie had
long been too well nequainted, and who
generally had a good Wit of stuff somewhere
about the prameses, provided onty you could
£ot hold of the right one.

Mr. Sawycr was not a man to order a
Torso vut ot tho stable 1 the hunting scason
for any but tne legitunate purpose of the
wuanre. * Walking, * he rasa, kept hun in
wind " sud off he stmited down & nurrow
lano thut in sutnmer was tiuek with  black-
berries and blovnumg wih dog-reses, and
over u stilu and across a fallow, and through
a# wood, at av honest five-mle-an-hour, heel-
and-too ; every turnn the path reminding
lam, us he steppsd aleng, ol somo feat of
Lorscmnnsiip or skiltul thot, or other plens-
mg associntton connected with Ins country
hutne. And this 1s ono of the  greatest au-
vantages «f hunting from home.  After all,
notwitistanding her arresistible  attractions,
we catinot follow Disna every day of our
hves, and surely 1it1s wiscrand pleasanter to
tahe her as we wan lier awoogst our own
wouds und glales, and breezy uplands, and
pleasant shady novks, then to go all the way
1o Fplesus on purporv to worship with the
erowd.  Maxed m. tives, however, scem Lo
be the springs that sct i motion our human
trame: ; and il Care sats bilnnd  the horse-
mant: o u the cantle of Lis saadle, Ambition
mar ubse be detected  chnging  somewhere
ain ut lus vptirs.

Iu utte mure than an hour Mr. Sawyer
found nunsclt entone & ddapidated  fara-
yard, of whaeh three sales conantid of tam-
0 doewp shiads and cutellouses ;5 whitle the
towi e o sotnewhat e tter repary, dobotud
ey ventdatng vaedows, latch 4 doors,
an toceasionnl atuele-vucke ts, that it -
1t s were ol the cquine race.  Stampng
uye o tniched passage, on Gther mde of whieh
sunany plasts wore aying an alout  three
icte ~ of mould, onr tncud wasdy  entered
th <} oo of the hitelon, preferzaog that

Casd e e the adyreont portaly of wlach
w dew serapar and ruste koaker seemed o
pernt ut that 3t was cindly ntended  for)
vistie of coramnty.  Hero bo cucounterad |
Dot o et fonuedablde toau o white cat
sleepanz Ly the tie, and a Dutch clock,

Wils an  chormotis countenance, ticking
dreweny in tho wolmest cortier of the apart-
Jucnt. - < .
1 ,
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Tradition  a-rerted, howevor, that Job
Sloper, when a younger man, had bson one
of thy best and boldest riders in tho Ol
Country. Tho lip which affected Lis walk
lind been earudd 1n o ratthog fall over a
turnpiko-gate fur a wager of a now hat, and
Fiction hersdIf pauted in detading Ins many
explots by fluod ausd field when ke first
went wuto the trade.  Theso Lad lust nothing
by tuns aud reptition, but oven now, iu
thoso excoptional cases where he condes
scended to gt 1nto the saddle, thers wus no
question that the old man could put themn
alorg etill ; tor, as lusty und Leavy a8 hie'd
grown, ** I'm a srd cripplo now, sir,” he'd
say, i o nuld reflective voice ; ** aud they
witets to be very quiet and gentle for me. 1
never hud not what I call good nerve in the
best o1 imeg, though I liked to seo tho
bounds run a it too. I was always fond of
tho spurt, you see ; and oven now it does
me guod to wateb a gent hko yourself in the
saddle. What I calls « real ‘orseman—ns
can givo-an-take, ard bend Ins back hko
Old Sir "Arey . you puts mo in mmnd of Inm
so much, the way you carrics your ‘ands !"

Tho old hypouerite ! Ingenunous youth was
pretty suro to **stop and lhave a bit of
sunch * alter that, and after lunch was it
not human nature that it should buy 2

—_——

CHAPTER 1

 YOUR HAND-\WRITING, SIR.”

* Mornm', sir,” says Mr. Sloper, scenting
& cusluwuer a3 o accusts Lis guest. ** Oh,
1’8 you, isit, Mr. Sawyer 2 Won't ye step
i and set aown after your walk 2 Take a
glass of mild alo and & crust of bread-and.
cheese, ur a drop of sherry or anythiuk 27

* Nu huntiug to-day, Job,” answers the
visitur, decliming the refresbment; “so I
just teddicd over to ses how you'ro getting
on, aud bave a look round thu stables; no
harm 1 looking, you know."

Mr. Sluper’'s faco assumes an  oxpression
of profound mystery. ¢ I'm glad you como
vver to day, sir,” ho says, in 2 tone of confi-
dential frmukness, ¢ of ad daysa tho year.
I've a ‘urso Rere, as I shuuld like to ask your
opon abvut—a gant sike you a8 koows
what o 'unter realfy is.  Aund so you should,
Mr. Sawyer, fur thero’s bo mon alivo takes
greater hberties  wath  ‘um when they
can goand do it. And I'vo got one in
tiaat bux, as I think, just is more than cun.
o‘m.'l
* Would haa carry me ! asks AMr. Sawyer,
with well-affected indifference, as if he had
not comv vver expressly to find one that
would, * Notthat 1 want a horse, you
kuow ; butaf I suw ono I liked very much,
and you didu't price bim too high, why I
wzht bo wduced to buy agaiust next sea-
sou, perhbaps.

Job teck Jus hands out of his cont-
pocke ts, aud spread them abroad, as it were
to dry.  Thoe action denoted extremo purity
anu cxadour.

*Nu; Ldon't think as he ought to carry
ol sir,” was the unexpected reply.  ** Now,
I 2it’t a-goivg to tedl you a lie, Mr. Sawyer.
This Lorse didu’'t vugut to bo rdden, not
thd way yoeu tuhe aud rise them,, Mr, Saw.
yor; Jeartaways not over such & bhuad I art-
vrcaking country as thisbiere. He's oo goud
h s, £or thut haad of work ; hie ought to by
m Laccestovehne, hie ought ; the Harborough
country, that's the country  for him. He's
too tart for us, nud that's the truth, Only,
i b osurg, we have o vast jof plough bere-
sl and I never see sl o sticker
throuzh dut. It makes no odds to nm, pas.
tizre or piongh, and the sweetest hack evar I
clapped opes on besidos. However, you
shall judyge for yoursclf, Mr. Sawyer. 1
won't ask you to believe me. Yon've n
quicker ye to o horso than I have, by o
loug ehialk, and 1'd 8ooncr have your opin-
ion than niy owa. - I would now, atid thats
$ao wath”
[ i . [

A

"Tois wan uo less o personage than Barmy,
Mr. Sloper’s head groow, general tactotum,

whosn business it was tv ride anything at
anything, for anybody who a<k d lum. He
was a littlo old wno, with on- c¢ye, a red

handkerchief, and tho gencerul appesraneo | ).
on half pay; 8 sob-r Mluw'l

of & pust-bo;
{00, aud ns {m\'u us King Richard ; yet bad
said bruwa boree, the previous evening, to
the maid-of-all-work. i'a the wussett
wo'vo hnd yet,” was big fint. ** 1t 8 naternal
fur em totall; but when Lo fulls, he's all
over a chap till Le's crumpled bun.”  So his
heroie beart beut moro froly wh n they ad-
journed to the neighburing box.

AMr. Sloper threw the door oper: with an
air. It must be coufessed Ly sceldomr had
one that would bear, withont preparation, a
manut. inspection irom the eys of a sports-
wau ; but bo knew thus was s sound one,
and made the most of it. Clotaed aud hood-
vd, hticred to the hocks, and suevted to the
tal, there was yet sometlung about his gen-
cral appearauce that fascinated Mr. Sawyer
atouce.  Job saw the spell was working,
and ubstaining from disturbing it. As far
a8 could bo seon, the animal wus u long, low,
wellbred-looking roan, with short flat lcgs,
large clenn hucks, ank swelling muscular
thighs. His supple skin threw off o bloom,
as if he was in first-rat:e condition ; and
when, laying his ears back and biting the
manger, he hilted a foreleg, as it were, to ex-
pustulate with Lis visiturs, tho hoof was

and rough-rider 1 ordinary—an officitl |

Lo expressed himselt stroucly ahbeut this!

und suceesss  * \Wo are beat, man 1" gaid
Dick, drawing r.in, sulkily, and wringing
the beavy snow from his sleeves and hol-
sters, ¢ Therv's not a drop of blood 1eft un.
froze in my bodg, and 1 shall give out 1”
turning his bridle dogﬁcdly down hill, while

gipey, trustng to his knowledge of the
couut1y, deolarcd his own intention of mak-
ing a wide sweep furward, lhoping thus to
catou o glimpsoe of the vedestnan, and ride
lum Jown, v soon o the storm moudificd
sufficiently to distinguish an object at ten
pases’ distance.

Vuen parted, the two men had no chanco
of coming lhome together. ‘Uho sheriffs
oflicer, through sheer good luck, did oventu-
ally find his way back to Porlock, but Iin
Cuoper wandered asinlessly on meny a mile
furtuer intw the wildcrness. He, too, was at
lust obliged tu cunfess himself dofeat. d. Not
ouly batlled ia lus seareh, but lost, like an
overfed Gorgio, on the moor.

Tho savw, falling and fallen, so complete-
ly effaced or altered every familiar laui-
mark, that he rode blindly ronnd and rouud,
ashatned to adumt ho was unable to find kLis
way out of this weary, interminable, undulat-
ing wasto of white.

After o huandred mistakes, a hundred dis-
appvintments, ho came to a standst.)! per-
forec. Floundennyg through a deep suow
dnft, o was compolled to halt and take a
survey ot the m.sty surface, over which
every passing moment made 1t more unsafe
to travel.  Tho storm, that had raged and
lurr.d ac intervals, now lited for a time,

round, open, and well developed, as blue,
aud to all appearanco as hard as a flint.

** Has ho tashion enough, thwk yo sir 2
asked Job, at length, breaking the silence.
‘* Strip biwm, Barney,” ho added, taking the
straw from kis mouth.

The roan winced, and stamped, and
whisked his tail, aud set Lis back up during
the process; but when it was concluded,
Mr. Sawyer could not but cunfess to humself,
that if ho was only a3 goud as he looked, he
would do.

TO BE CONTINUED.
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A STORY OF EXMOOR.
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CHAPTR XXX.

REPARATION.

Ho stretched bis arms  towards ber. For
one bri. f mowment she stood looking at him,
1.s5 Lke a woman of rial flesh and blood
than some visionary phantom of the mght.
To his dying day, Jobn Garnet never forgot
that fizuv ot the zipsy girl, her pale face, ber
raven hair, the folds 0! her scariet huod s«rn
througu thoe slanting dewnfall ot the storm.
Those solemn eyes, Withs ther yoarnug guze,
secmned still bent on hLims, tong aiter the
slendershap: bad vavished in that gray aund
thickeniug gloown 5 vanishud for ever, to re-
turn no wure butin his dreams.

Sheuts at no griat distance warned him
that be must attend to his own saf ty, and
slipping 1oto the coombe, he abeyed Warf's
directivn to the letter, keeping studiously un-
dir cover 1o tue  brushwwoud, and mahiug
his wey al -pg the bed of the stream, s mun-
bly as Joc rated feet, protect.d only by hos,
would alivw. kre ho reached Red Rube's
but, whare he found the harborer at home
aud williag to give bim shelter, he had plen-
ty of tune to relect on bis future  plang, and
L appreciat- tao devotion and self-sacrifice
of tue girl whose lirart he had won sa hightly
and cared ro httle to retain, Pangs ho fels,
no denit, of p.ty, 1epret, ¢vel remiors -, but
throush thew atl he conld not but admis,
that ono glance from Nelly Carow's blus
-6¥s would bo enougn to make him forget
his own: thouglbtless frivolity,.aud.the.gipsy’s
uureasoning, incontrollable affection thes was

KATERFELTO, !

disclosiug at & hundred paces’ distance s0m.
thing that cansed Fiu to start in lus saddle,

" and brought a bla~puemy of 1nalice and ex-

ultation to s lip=.
Youder, almost within pistol-shot, lay a
. motionless heap, Lislt buricd, hall revealed,
anud jes, his keon hawk's eye did not dec:ive
Inm, & horseman's heavy boots protruded
from the snow |
l With a ery of triumph ha spurred cagerly
to tho sput, aod lcupu{) frum the saddle in
such fierce and huugry hato as impels the
: pounce of & wild cat—tne swoop of a bird ot
ey,
t She lay dead—stone dead. Tho girl he
Ihad loved all thesv years. Tne woman that
to-day, this very day. was to have been his
l wite ! And he thounght it wus Jobn Garnet,
whose hfe he had tuirsted to take fur a re-
ward of twenty guinens. Twenty su.anceas to

ding feast ! H: burst info so wild a shriek
of laughter as startled the very Lorse from
whick he had dismounted, aud foli on lis
knees beside the ridid form, that he had last
seen warm aund supple, clothed with living
grace and beauty in bis tent.

It seemed impossible.  Sto had not surcly
Iain thers many minutes, aud yot how st.il
gho had grown and cold!  Azawst tuat fised
aray face bo bad lad  ins own, aed tried
hard in Lis atony to breathe life nto those
palo part-d lips, but it was boping against
hope, aud wihile b« swore thatit could net,
should L. t be, lus bursting &.zry told. hun
the trutiy, and be knew that Thyra Lovel's
d-cp dark «yes would Jouk on nim again,
gladly or sadly, nevermore ! Even in his
utter nuscry be saw it all; ths ingenious
shut, the talse track, the artiice by which
1 tl1o bad vutwitted hun, and 1-d aim shillfully
tol the hine of bis pursu t. to sp ud s wod-
j dhng-day with b r bere,lock -d i cachother's
{ araa, the only vccupauts of the frozan, d.so-
1 latowuste.

Tue Lipy’s moad was very itiful and ten-
der wlulo hie rat and watehed by Ler corpso
in the falling snow, waiting till his liorse
should be sutlicicnily rested to carry o double
burthen, thinking, more in sorvow  than
auger, of their two blighted lives, and the
love ho had given so lasishly witiout return,
wondering i Ins  heathen reasomings why
these things were 80, wistong in his despar
tuat tho storoy would £d1 thicker and thicker
10 wrap them for ever on thns their marriage.
bed ip its shroud of cternal white.

After o fow-days, however, all traces ''of
winter again-disappeared from thoso -smiling

.now riskinyg dear lito for his sake.i, o
o ] Bl
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! after to therr rizhtful owner.

spend 1 rioting and drunkeness at Lis wed- 3

valleys und shaggy woodlands that border!
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T e e . .y 't'.l..
' K I B B B » A bt L
21 N R TR “-(!'{ [TV

in tue worll,

But one afternoon, when tho days were at
their shortest, camo a letter by the woekly
post from Tauutou, stawped with & Frenon
wark, tied in a bright wew ribbon, aud di-
rected ina bold musculine band to Mistress
Nelly Carow,

From the dato ol its reccipt the ne ghbors
could not but observe Low the girl's cye
grow brighter, and the color returned to Lier
chieek. Tho hopo that had nearly died out
in her hourt began to bicom vnce more, and
hor trust cams back in Johu Garnat, Just as
pour Warf's did, but with better reason, and
o happter result.

Shw learnel that poworful friends had
made int-rest £or this proscribed young gen-
tleman at court.  Tho king was a thorongh
Englishman, placeble, courageous, extremely
averse to severity when an enemy was con-
quered and under foot. John Garnet counted
a frco pardon, and pven hinted ut tho pogii-
bility of tho northern estates roverting hy o-
Lord Bellin-
gt bad made o fatmous spoech on the Cider
Bill, whicu brought hun inte notice, and
gave lum, for the tine, considerable influ-
enco. This iuflience he had exerted in
Mastor Garnet's favor, reasuning with char-
acletistic fuconsequenc., that but for tue oX-
ploit attributed to Galloping Jack, of which
his penetracion bad discovered uhie roal orig-
1natur, e would have been bur:ed alive in
the Wust at tite very tune when lo seized
his upportumty ‘o distinguish Limself in the
Houss uf Luras.  Nelly must be putiont and
Cunstant, as tue writer vowed 1o Lo hiwmself.
Thero wasa good tune coming, aud sbe
must wait.

That Nelly did wait, I gataer from a pic-
ture 1o the poss ssion of the Garnet tamily,

with a pair of oatrag cusly beau.iwmi blae;
eyes, smiling .ruwn  uuder a mushroom bat,
on a child in 4 white frock and coral neck-
luce at her foet.  Ths wholo purpuruog as,
set furtls in gold letters on a corner of ths
canvas, to be a portrait of Damo Etinor Gar-
net and her eldest svn.  If  tuis indoed ba
tho Nelly Carew of his desperats exp dition
iato Duvon, I can readily understand that
! sickucss of heart which oame over Wail,
Wwhen pecring stealtbily juto the orchsxd at
Porlock, she espi- d so com-ly a damsel in
jaficctionato c.onverse with the man sh. loved.
1 Bat what becamo of the good gray horse ?
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Tradit.on, on the authority of Red Rube,
affirms that he was never retaken after his
bridle broke, but passed on rejuiciug, to Life-
lorg fretdom on tue moor, The harbor.r
was wolt to declare that as scon as he had

hiding for a week, to the httlo ‘coast town

hims¢If set out in pursuit of the incomparable

forwarded Ing nder, woom he ept 1 closo .

whonee ap escapswas arranzed by sea, he 1

{
represent.ng o wornau . the bivuin of youth,

"
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aud ing ne.ty for the captars of such a valu-
ablo prize. 'The very first day of his search,
ha camo upon tie saddle and farniture from
whizh the fiorse iad kicked limself clear.
And many 2 time eftcrwarls, he folluwed
the 1ron-shud boof-marks till the iron too
had dropp.d off, leaving enly the point of a
smootit oval foot, with ths paticnes end p x-
§ivt-ney of his trade 3 batshyer, and warier
than any red-deer, ta~ animel naver allowed
him ©0 como within hear.ng, and seldom
within fight.  Doublless L joined those
iterus of %ald horses and ponses, which to 1
th.s day roan threugh the rumote coomb s
aud mooriend wastss of West Sumeract and
Norta Deven, fr. ¢ nad unresirainud  os thoy!
very breezo that sweeps  acreas  tie scnnby;
herbago ou woich thoy F-cd.  H re it is to];
boa presum d that by fulfilled his dx'sﬁny,ﬁ
doing good in lus generation, fox” even uow

whon somv bold and r.¢hless rider has bepn!

stallion, dutermined t» tax all hiz scienco ¥

curried .o gallaatly than usual, ia one off
those wild, uloxious, but cxhansting runs’
that seem peculinr to the Wist, Le lays n
loving hond on'the reejiog v ck-ofbis-fuvor-
ite, and obxcrvis, ttinmphantly, “ It always
tclls ne-the finish.  You never get to the end
fof them when they've-a strain of -blood that
goes bek toold Katetfelto 17
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