
THE GOSPEL TRIWeUNE. 29,

universe. It la ofien te bc found, (WC say it in pity,)
turned upside doiwn in an asylurn; it is indeed a
precaricus guide tbrough life, it is ncariy alvnys
absent in the hour of dcauth, and yct, this la te cnligbt-
en and reform and elevate man, and through timne te
couvert carth iute Eden. Il ath nlot God muade
foolish the wisdonx of this iverld." And it is hurnan
reason thus acting, as if there was no powecr higher
thani itself, that bas breuglit the churches te their
present deplerable state of confusion ; and unless
sorne plan is adopted by whicli chýjrch unity can be
established and proserved, our intellectual preachers,
like the workxncn of ilabel, will soon bave to loave
off building. At present each one la advocating bis
own doctrine and denving ail others, with a zeal
that shows that there ia soxue fearful influence at
wYork, which bias muade neariy ail forget that the unity
of thec church, is one of thre most casential requisites
for ensuringthe progresa of Christianity. 0, that our
teachers, would suifer thre words of tire great apostie
of the Gentiles, te find a place in their heurt.s; IlNoiv
I beseech you, brethren, by tbe naine of cur Lord
Jeans Christ, that ye ail speak the saie thing, and
irat there Ire ne divisions among you; but ye bc

perfectly joined together iu the saie mind and in the
saine judgment; 1' Cor., 1 cbap., 1Oth verse. And
again ini the ].7th verse, ilFor Christ sent me not to
baptize but te preach the Gospel, nzot with wisdom of
words, lest thre cross of Christ shouid bc mnade of
none cfl'ect."1 Crin any profcssing Christian read the
three first cliapters of this epistie, and net be led to
do soinetiring for fixe restoration of church unity,
and sec rit once tIre folly of substituting our intellec-
tuaI visdom for tIre tliings wvhich are "spirit and
lifé." In that day wheu ive shaîl ail stand before the
J udgment seat of Christ, bow shall we account for
thc neglect ef a duty wbich thxe Seriptures s0 plainly
and strictiy enjoin. It wiil ho of ne avail te plead
then, that WC rnistook the thiugs ef intellect, for those
o? the spirit,'that we wore trying te penetrate by our
wisdorn, into those tbings ivhich God bas deciarcd
bis Spirit alone crin reveal te us ; for '< thc natural
mani receivethi net thre things o? the Spirit ef God, for
tbey are foolishivess unte hlm; neither cau lie know
thein, because tbecy arc spiritually discerned.1 But te
discern thexu by earthly wisdom, ia the point wbich
man in bis vain glory is niiuring ut; by that wisdonx,
says the skeptic, we must understaud thre Word et
God, or, by that -%visdora we wiil prove it faise. By
that wisdem, says the sectarian, We must decide
every contreverted peint of doctrine, and open up the
truc way to eternal life and bliss ; and that wisdem,
EàntI. Jebovah, I will destro5-, and will bring te
nothing -thre understauding of thre prudent. The
vibele aim of the Werld at present, is te zuale mon
Wise, -by a certain precesa, calied education, wh ich 18,
indeed, a noble aiiu,if exercisedlwithinptoperbeainds;
if wc could but seek first the kingdem ef Ged and
Bis righteousness, and ail those things would bc ad-
ed ente us. IThe aim oI Christianity a, first temake
ra=good, and by se doing shois taking thre firstgreal,

stcp towarda naking man wise. 'flehold the fear othe
Lord, that is isidoi; and te depart freux vil ii
uinderstanding;" Job 23: 28th verse. Thc apostle
Pai says, IlYea, doubtiess, and 1 ceunt ail thinga
but losi, for the excellency of thatknoNwledge xhich is
in:Christ Jesns rny Lord ;" and, doubtiesa, the apostla
included bis education among thre rcst. lu the 2nd
chap. and 8th verse of bis Epîstle te the Colossianst
hoe says, IlBeware lest auy mani spoil yeu, through
vlrilosopby and vain.deceit." But alas 1 the church of
Christ upon earth is well nigi spoi led tbrough thoe
very things. Geology, says eue sect, (Swcdenborgians>
proves te a dernonstration that there nover was a
flood; and geology, say tbeir epponents, proves con-
clusiveiy, that there lias been a flood. Now, if 1 ara
te bc guided by geology, 'what amn 1 te believe ? 1
cari net devote my tixue te tIre study o? ceelegy,
and I sec those who have devoted their turne te sucb
i)ursuits unablo te decide eue great peint. I arn natu-
rally led te couclude, that geologistsknew nothing at
ail about it; tirat they can neither prove eue tbing
nor the other, and tirat 1 mrust either cheose sema
oxirer guide ot~ grope my wvay in thre dark. And se
it is 'with ail our doctrinal différences. Philosopby
and logic says eue thing- for one sct, and denies thre
sanie for another, and then upsets both fer a third.
There, then, xvo are at a stand, and we must believe
one ef twe tL'ings, cither that phiiosophy is a hunxbug,
or the Bible is untrue. The latterwe have seen its fruits,
they are thre best upon carth ; therefore wc choose it.
The former, ive have seen its fruits aise, and ive
dread its influence. rhiosopby, &c., eau done more
tewvards deèiding the great truths of tIre gospel, thau
a iighted candie eau do towards proving te a mani who,
has been deprivedl of bis sight, that the sun still rules
by day and the moon by nigbt. There is but eue way
bywhich theirtruth canbedccided, and thatis the way
which Ged himself bas appointed. IlIf yc de the
wvorks ye shall kuow e? tIre &ctrine whctber it bre et
God." Otherwisc, ail the w om ofýbeuniverse can
neither prove iL false uer truc; its truth stands irn
the fiat o? the eternal. Doubtîcas, Ced bas permit-
ted thc proet st ate o? things lu eider te prove te us
the felly of leaning tee ueuli te our ewn wisdoxn;
and se sure as that wisdom bas exaltcd itself again8t
Ged,« se sure shall it again be brengît low, "lThe Lord
o? fIesta bas purposed it, te stain the pride of alU
glory; and to bring jute couternpt ail thc henoura-
hie things o? thc cartî." Ile is aise, at thre prosenit
time oening thc eyes of many te sec thre fefly Of nt-
tcmpting, by learnirrg aloue, te establish amy l'erm of
religion upon tartx. Goa is net. the auther ef con-
fusion, therefore it is net bis Spirit tînt bas di-eided

*us thns. But, next cornes tIre question, hew is it te
be remedied? Wo repliy, to rk is aiready begun ;
rnany excluent men arc nt its head irpoxi carti, and
LIe idea o? a union ef the churchas is bcginning te

pervado the mnds ef all ranks and claýses, anxd us

*the truc christian bas before lookcd down,' lpon tIre

squabbles and turmoil of the zensui worlil, immoeved~,,


