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flex influence, or obviate the awkwardness
and discomfort of union abroad and separa-
tion at home, so as not to give grounds again
for the wonder of Dy, Heugh, in regard to
union in the colonies, in Ircland, while the
sister Churches in Scotland were still divi-
ded (que congruunt uni tertio non congruunt
inter se); or to verify in another sense the
lines of Horace as applicable to our some-
what stern and stoieal seclusion, ¢ Cuneta
terrarum subactu, precter atrocem animum Ca-
tonds.” % * 1 will not breathe one
word here that may grate on the ear of any
member of the Church of Scotland.  Yhave
found how hard it isto be perfectly fair and
candid to men of other Churches; and who
can read the life of one who was yesterday
referred $o so justly in this Synod—Professor
Robertson—without admiration of suchmen
and without the fervent prayer that with
such men,stillin such numbers in the Church
of Scotland, the progress of lizht and love
may oue day permit us outwardly to unite
the members and to gather up all of our
Preshyterianism into one body.  Still with
us the Disrnption is no calamity, but a great
and precious fact in our Scottish ceclesiasti
cal history, and in the history of the Chris-
tian Church ; and how will it add new lus-
tre and lightness to that great and memora-
ble event, if it come in the providence of
God to gather around its grand and ragged
outline, the softened hues and lights of Chris-
tian union, as descending from some higher
heaven,and revealing the imageof that world

of peace, where trath in all its strengzth and |

charity, in all its tenderness, are blended into
one.

Dr. Kixg, now of London, but in carlier
years a leading minister of Glasgow, deliver
ed a most toucking and powerful speech:

We make voom for the following outline’

s o . _— t
Difticulties which are conscientiously fel

are enatled to all respeet 5 and if we should
presume to disrezard them, and overrule
them by were votes, weshould be less likely
10 reduce ditferences than to multiply dis-
ruptions.  In what I may now say, then, I
would not be understood to make light of
scruples, or to advacate haste. It would be
a severer censure than I have the temerity
to pass on the religion ofour land, if T were
to allege that. all its demareations a2re arbi-
trary, and that the many pious men who
have vespeeted them, had not some reasons,
and even considerable reasons, for their dis-
tinctive professions. At the same time, all
will adwit that. caution, good in its own
place, way become evil throngh exeess, and
that we must not be 50 in love with the past
or the present as 1o make it o rule of faith,
and depreeate improvement. Lot us ever
remember, that among evangelical Chris-
tians the rule is union, and not merely an

essential bnt a manifest union,~—such union
as will evidence to the world the divinity of
Christ’s mission, and cause it to know that
God had sent Him. Whatis the pervading
apostolic eounsel to disputants 7 Not dis-
severance but forbearance—a constant and
dominating cfiort to “ keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”  Ifsuchbe the
rule, the burden of proof lies with those who
plead for exceptions; but we are aptto feel
otherwise.  Weare prone to make the ques-
tion this—Are we at liberty tounite 2 Till
every shibboleth is got over, dare we allow
onrselves this Kberty? But the true and
Jjust question is—Are we at liberty to divide ¢
and have we breakwaters strong enough to
stem and to partition theriver which ¢mak-
cth glad the city of our Ged.” Beyond onr
ecelesiastical fimmework, we have no difii-
ealty in associating with othier evangelieal
brethren.  From co-operation with eminent
men of the Free Chureh T have reaped only
pleasant fruit, and it has seemed to me that
T ouly nceded more of such intercourse 1o
find these frnits still more almudant and still
more delicious.  Fanter our sanctuaries, and
there is nothing in our worship to indicate
its special comnection.  Even in ouwr courts
we aim at like ends by like means; and
seavcely any ditferences arc discoverable till
we hegin to discuss them.  If these things
are so—and the truth of the representation
seems to me undeniable—then would not
every disinterested observer diaw from them
I the conclusion that we are doing injustice
! to identifying essentials, awd nnder loeal or
‘ historie influences are allowing circumstan-
tials to be invested with adventitious conse-
I quences 2 But then we must not compro-
I mise truth ! "This has been the ery of ev-
ery schismatic.  But what if truth through-
out all its grand constituents demands uni-
on! I we aceept the religion of Christ ax
i the word of the truth of the Gospel, what
!
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daes it morc carnestly enjoin upon us than
to be of one heart and one mind inthe Lord ¢
Truth not only demands uniun, it unites,
I we had more truth we should have nore
charity, and more of its assimilating ma-
nifestations—for faith worketh by love—
Where divisions have made English Pres-
byterians o weakness and a reproach, incor-
poration would immediately render us 2
respected power in the country.  Weshould
exert in England such an influence for good
as Fvangelical Dissent has alveady and con-
fessedly exerted on the Istablizhment in |
Scotland. * Lreshyterianism on the Conti-
j nent would hail such commendation to its
principles, and invigoration to its alliance.
The day of uniou shionld Le oue of jubilee.
There is not a class in these reabms, down
| from our gracious Majesty to Ler meanest
i subjects, but would hearits announcement,
s0 clear, and loud, and thrillingly would its
silver trumpets sound, and themoral effects



