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TI.his is certihly a cause of abundant tliaiiksgiving- f0 Goil. But hNlà-t tlie
Sytiod %vould soleninly all on oevcry faaîily wxîliin tlieir bound, to do in
regard to fis irmportaunt part uf family religion is to preseri'e it pure and
,en-tire. Let it be observed i ifs integrity. J3ewarcý of*curtailing it. T}here
is a prevailing tendeney to neglect flhe singing of God's praise ini fainily
~vor,;Iip. It is an evil tvtidcncy. :By such îîeglect fiunily xvorship is Slîorîî
,of its brîglitest .glory.

Ir. dwelliîng Ir thii rigliteous
Is licard the vatlody

Of jioy and beith.
IlFaniily Prayers " is a most unpres1byterian preand savours of too

close vontiguity f0 aecommodatiiig formialisn, or it May lie, of the fruitless
attenipt to serve (God and M-amnii-n

Family discipline is; of essential importance i the preservation and pro-
niotioni of fansily religion. he Synod ta1ke f'or granted that all Christian
parents dedicate thieir infat offsprin- to Gxod ;-tliat tlîey do so in secr*êt at
thec throne of Grace-that they do it eoinstaîtfly at the fam-ily altar-and
,especially tliat thiey do it publicly in the saered ordinance of Baptism. If
you hiave devoted your elaildren to God. bring tiiern up to God. The scrip-
turcs abound widi warnings and directions in refèrenîce to tijis inomentous
subject. Historie be-acons are set there for vour warning, and elnsamupies
for your imitation. The wealz and faîcile Eli stands conspicuous among tlie
fornwr ; the stcadfast and fhîtthfiil Abrniarnt ranks foremost aznong' the
lutter. Let these examples bie studied. and copied or shuinned, as duty re-
quires; and let such portions of flic Word of God as the book of Proverhs,
the concludîn- sections of thie E pisties to the liphesians and Colossians
hvell richly ii fhlit-larts of' parents, and be their instruction and guide in

begoverntment of their familles ; and jIIst as surely as thic God of Lsraelt
has said it, your eidren ivill chos our God, and ivili walki in the steps
of your fluitli and holîntsýs.

III.

The origin of' truc religion, wlhetlîer-t it saves our -ouls, blesses our houp-e-
Iiolds, ïor adorus civil sociy, is an enliglîtened, recenerated and sanctified,
lîeart-a lieurt righlt %with, God, anîd sound in His statules.

Thle Synodl would therefore urge upon every meniber of flie Citurch the
great neeessity of' faitiifully and I*cqtently examining the< state of his heart
before Goci. Tlîejudgmelit of' elitîyit has alrcady beezn passed in your
f'avour, and on tie Supposition thibat fli profession you ruade %vas sincere,
you were admit ted to tfie &lowý;hip of the Churcli. But it is a small thingr
for you to be jud-ed of' us, or of' any man's judgmeat. Hle that judgeth
you is the LORDi. Lt is wvel at any time-it is especially N'ell at this pre.
sent, fo detc-rmine tie question for' yourselves, iwhether your hearts ho
riglit with God-whetlîer you bring forth fi-frit of the spirit. An error
here is fatal. A rnistake liere ivili set every thiing eonnected withi religion
wrong, and will keep it wrong;- wlîile tlhe longer the error remains uncor.
retted tlie spiritual danger N'ill, proportionally increase.

Hoping however that your religion is genuine-that the root of the màt-
ter is in you, kt is our eliief dcsire-next to the promotion of' the glory of
God, that your religion be thriving. Beloved, we wish above ail thinga
tiat you prosper and be in health, even as your souls prosper. Planted
iii the house of thec Lord, we wislî that you may flourish in the courts of
our God, and that the language of the Psalrnist may be applied to you.-
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