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Olci Catholic moyemnent bids fair te assume
formidable proportions. Bible circulation
lias been puslied, with unprccedented vigor
during tii. ycar.-Good news corne from
hecathen lands. Japan lias lcaped itt tli
racc of modern J)rogrcss> and is earncatly
striying for excellence. China is more
widely accessible than hitherto. F~rom
mission stations -generally, we hear of pro.
grcss, slow, perhaps, but surc. The posi-
tion of the Cliurch of England excites uni-
versai auxiety amnong Protestants. The
Bennett judgment lias shown that the
grosýest; peculiarities and superttions of
R.ome are tolerated in the English Churchi!

Last year wvas the Tercentenary of the
awful massacre of St. BartliolomeWýand of
the death of Johin Knox, and of the organi-
zation of Prc§bytcrianisin iii England.
These events wcre duly comcemoratcd
throughout the Preshyterian world.

Comitig to our own church, we can sing
ofjudgmcnt and mercy. We scnew con-
gregations fornied and old once strength-
ened. \Ve liait wihjey valuable additions
te the ranks of the ministry; and we ]lave
to sorrow over the dcath. of one valued
venerable brother, and the laying aside of
others through ill-hcalth. Onie additional
missionary, and bis wifc, hiave been sent te
the foreign field. WVe may be sure that
every passing year will devolve more work
upon uis in the home as wveil as the foreiga
fields. God is giving- us the means and ths
opportunity of working for H-im. Let us
ask grace to know the day of our merciful
visitation.

THE USE OF THE PROMISES.
To use God's promises arig,,ht, several

thinga are necesmary. They should be
personally found. Thiey are in the Bible,
like healing hierbs in the gardon. We
muet search for themi and flnd them, ere
we can get benefit fromn their healing
virtues. It is flot enougli that we know
where they are, we must get thorn in our
band. Ceai in the seain xvilI net feed env
lire. It must be du- out and put on the

grate. Gold in the quartz -foin Nviil not
make coin. It must bu cruslîed, smelted
and go throughi the mint before it is current
money. Coins Iying somnewhcre in the
house will not; pay otîr debti. Thecy must
be produced. [t is £0 with the promises.
We must dig for thcîn in the inexhaustib!gg
mines of Bible truth. IVe should be able
to, produce the promises just as they are
nectled, instead of being, able only te point
te the bank wvhere they are isued. Many
of the promises are likec tie torches whiclt
mon sometimes use iii salnuon fishing. The
mnaterials of -%vhieh they can be made are
aIl iu tho Bible, but we require te colleet
them. and construet'the torcli; and liaving
lit it at the altar of fiiitlifulness, the more
vigorously we take it by our exertiens
and our prayers, the more brightly it -vili
bura.

The promises should be personally ap-
proprintcd. They are like rcady-made
garments, whichi can oly be preperly used
by those whoni they lit. Wc should tak-e
the promises that suit our circumstances or
condition. They are like medical prescrip-
tions fur varions diseases. We reqnire te
take the prescription that; suits our case.
It will flot do for a man te drink any-
thing that is ia the drng store. .By se
doinig, he ivonld be as likcly te poison as
cure hiniself. Se men may mistake andt
injure themselves in appropriating Bible-
promises. Here is a soothing tonie for re--
pentant, contrite sinners: " «The bloed où-
Jesus Christ Bis Son eleanseth uis from. al1
sin." For the wilftil rebellions. and unre- -
pontent te lay held on sucli a promise, is-
te stupify his conscience and, poison ' is-
seul. Here is a lainp toeulighten the pathi
of dnty. IlLe I aon witlà youi alway, even.
te the end ef thcewrl. Thc man who'
e.e;zs it te rush into fu-ebidden path, 'will.
tura it into a brand that will cither bura
or suffocate him. Ilere is, a chleque on thc-
bank of heaven for the sincere, carnest sup- -
pliant: IlAsk and ye shahl receire." The:
moe formalist riho presents it is hiable te -
detection and punishment, as a forger or -
imposter. Doere is a pier te which. the:
lover of God can safcly moor bis ship in,
the darkcest night,. and. during the fiercest ç


