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ty, could flot only co-exist, but confirai and establisi eachi other. The
acliieveinents of' lresbyteî'ianism in tlîii direction ive flot been throwil a-
îvay upon the wv0rld. ht is a fact wortliy of t!îouightfuil contemplation thit
the constitutions of thec best governed and rnost advanced nations are in their.
eissentia1l featuires inodelled on the Presbyterian systera.

Presbyterianisin lias hiad its ups and dowîs. its days of' weakness and re-
vival, its ficry trials, aîîd its illustrious triuniplis. Einbarrassed by foes
îvitliout, aid fcuds wi tl iin-trai tors îînd cowards whispering treason in the
city wlîile the enemy îas tlîuîdering at the gates,-still it lias -one on its
ivay rejoicing, difflusincg truth, mai ntaining riglitcousness, and winning fresh
latircîs foi, the lledeemer's cî'own. And neyer was it so pure and so influ-
entiai as at the present moment. This Vine of God's own planting-hlow
gloriously lias it flourishied! IIowv deeply lias it struck its roots, liow ivide-
ly lias it extended its branches!1 To îvhat sea lias it flot sent out its boulis
-what river is Riot overshadowed by its foliagye! Lt lias preserved its vigor
and fr-uitf'uiness alike under tropical skies and when assailed by the fierce
blasts of northern winters. The savage and the sage, men of ail races and
tongyues have sat under its shadow wvitli great deliit and it.s fruit lias been
sweet to thieir taste.

Wliile recogrnizing to the full the peculiar excellence and the paramotint
clainîs of tlieir own systemi, Presbyterians are ever rcady to extend the hand
of christian brotlîerlîood to ail, of' whatever naine, wivo love the Lord Jesus
iii sincerity. We cordially forgive, and bear patiently with, Christians who,
under evil influences, malign and misrep'resent us and refuse to retturn our
friendly grceeting,,. We are ahvays nnxious to associate with tlhe good in ev-
ery good work. It is flot for us to judge brethren harshly who, -walking ac-
cording to the liglît they have received, are less favoured than ourselves, and
cannot nutain to our standard. We endeavour to rejoice in whiat is true,
just. and excellent in the principles and profession of others-remembering
that if we indeed possess a better systemn and a purer faith, '%e are bound to
rnanifest tliese in our lifeand conduet. We cannot bebold witliout profound
satisfaction the graduai approximation to our own system tliat is observable
in prelatie cliurches on the one hand and in Independent, cîmurclies on the
other. "lDiocesan Assenîblies," Il Conventions, "lAssociations," "District

meetings" are but euphiemismis for Presbyterian Church Courts. "Lay de-
legates" are but substitutes, liowever indifferent, for EIders.

Presbyterianism, having done so much for other lanxds, lias been tried in
these provinces and lias not.been found wanting. Its temples are open, iLs
beacon ights are burning, from the coasts of efoundland and Cape Bre-
ton up to tlîe sources of the St. Lawrence, off to the lonely vailey of the Sas-
kateliewan and to the golden shores of British Columbia. It,% usefulness hias
been retarded and its beauty sadly inarred 1)y internai. feuds ; but we humi-
bly trust that the days for war arnongy ourseives are over. A great work
lias been committed to us, amîd we cannot, we dare flot give cither tiîne or
strength to fratricidai strif'e. To ail brother-Presbyterians, to ahl Chris(ians.
we hold out the olive branch of peace, ivhile we address ourselves in single-
ness of lieart and in the might of God, to the evangelization of our country-
of the world Our brave ref'orming forefathers did flot shrink from the sterîî
task tîmat was given thcm to do, and let us flot shrink frorn ours. They wili
be, ashanied of us-ay, our comumon MASTER will be ashamed of us-if Nve
be found fainthearted or unf«iithful !
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