
THE CANADIAN NATURALIST.[Fb

Thie fourth inontlily meceting wvas held at the society's roonms o,,
Mondaty evening, Deceniber 18; the President, Dr. Smallwood,
in the chair.

The following donations werc announced and thianks votcd to the
donors:

TO TRE MUSEUM.

A fine specinien of the American dccr ((Ycrriis Virginianus),
froin _Mr. W. S. Mlacfarlane; seven speciniens of Central Amnerican
birds froin Mr. HIaig, through Mr. Leeîning; specimien of a South
Amierican tiirtie-dove froin Mi~r. Strutiiers; nine specimiens of
Devonian fossil fishles froin Orkney, Scotland, froîn MNr. ]3arnston.

PROC1EEDINGS.

A. paper on the natural hiistory of Sa2iguMnaria Ganadensis or
Canada blood-root> by Dr. Gibb, of Lo~ndon, was read by the
Secretary.

Principal Dawson afterwards cxlhibitcd a numiber of specimiens
of flint imipleinents and fossils from St. Acheul, near Aminics, and
iade soine, observations on the mode of tl1cir occurrence in the
Ihigli ieve1 gravl in the -vnlley of the Sommne. lie referred to

thie investiglations of Bouchcer-de-Perthce, LyclI, and Prestwichi,
and quoted a portion of the description of the locality by the
latter -geologist. He, statcd that lie had cone, to the following
conc:lusion1s, dcrived from an examination of the locality and of
the specirnens, more espccially those in tue collection of Mr.
Prestw'ichi:

i. The implernents cannot be considered so much as character-
istie of a particular age, as of particular work. Tliey are not
spears, or a1rrows, or hiatchiets, but pîeks and diggers, adapted for
digging in thle earti, orlIîollowing wooden canioos-. A consideration
of the iniplernents of tlic Aierican stone age renders it in the iýqh-
est degrec imiprobable, that the inakers of tiiese, tools did not pos-
sess also stone arrows, spears, knives, and Cther iimplenients. Thie
application of t.he idea of an older and ruder stone age to su ch iirn-
plernents is gratuitous, and contradicted by tlie evidence afforded
by Arnerican antiquities.

. There are sonie reasons which induce the belief tixat thiese
implements; have bec» uscd in burroivin<, sinaîl horizontal adits into
the gravel bcds of St. Achieul, in sea-rch of llints. In this case thcy
may not ho of great antiquity, though ccrtainly older than tixe
'Roman occupation of Gaul.
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