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1. INTR0DUCTORY.

The animal population f the earth during flie oier or paleo.'
zoic period of its geological history, is known to us chiefly tlirough
the rnedium 9f remnais preserved in rocks deposited in the bed'of
the ocean. ln sulch rocks we have littie reason to expçot'an
ùbùndant representation of the animais of the land, even if these
existèd at th e time plentifully on the neighbouring shores. *er-.
haps for this reason,-perhaps because there wero then no landî
animais, the organic remains of the Cam-brian, Silurian, andi Lower
Devoniau rocks consiat, in so far as animal 1W0e is eonenà
solely of marine species. In the 'Upper Silurian and Lowver t)&.
vonian, howevor, land p1ants. begin to appear; and in theUpe
D.evonian these are so numerpusand varied, as to afford a prôba.
bjlity that anipals ýlso tena*nted the land. Indeed1  rBrto
St. Jo>In, has just announced thé discoverjr ofiemains, whkh he e-
lLçy.es te be 4dtribu1ta?1e to insçets, in the rich plant-beéi ng .Upper
Poevonian beds of' that Iocality.* 1L is true ais' htrptl~o
Ihigh organizition have, beent îound in beds referredte the per
]Jèvoniàu, At Elgin, ýn S.cotland; but s0 mueli doubt rests On' e
ag,ý of these beds, that it is unsafe nt present -to, regard the ,
aftr4ng eviç1 nce of reptilian life at so early. a perfoëd.
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