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Familiar Talks on Agricultural Principles,

MISCELLANENIS PRITITIZERS

After fuur “Talks™ on the subject of manares,
our readers will begin to think it time to change the
topic of conversation. Before duing so, however,

in the habit of selling their fallow and house ashes to
ashery pedlarz, or even of teaming them to the near-
est ashery for sale themseives.  This is poor economy.

ter. On Jight scils, it mast be used »+pariogly. The
necessity for applsing it may be ascertained by
the simple «aperiment of trying whether clover and

They are wori miore for manurial purpuses tuan the psucds of the green crops as requite much lime wid
soap and potash,mandfacturer can afford to pay forlthrive on a particular soil. If they will not, lime is

thein. Letthese establishments be left to obtain their
supplics fiom towu aud ity houscholds. Un av
account should a farmer ever scll a bushel, At pre-
sent rales, i would bu wise pulicy to buy asupply of

needed. Lime tends to mellow clay land, and correc's

the acidity of soils, particulurly that of Dogs .l

swamps, R
Marlis a miature of lime and clay, which prod.ccs

a brief reference must Le made to some fertilizers ) them to epread vicihe laade Leachied ashes, thyugh jall the permanent effects of lime, though it acts less
not yet named. Nature is buunteous in providing | of less value than widoached, are sull of great aulity. pquickly, The gevlogical survey las ulscovered the
sources of earichment to the soll.  If ove deseription | cousisting laraddy of catbotaie and phusphate uf Lime.  exisience of this substance in many paris of Canada.

of fertilizer canno! cumveniently be had, there are

Suul i @ precivus maliate, besg made up of car-

It should be made uze of wherever accessible, and

usually others witkin reach, so that there i o wedd f bon, in « ~lac of the finest pusder, and also full of papplied, clayey marl to sandy svils, and sandy marl

to let land become impoverished. .

Guano is a very rich and valuable munare. It
consists of the droppings of sea-fowls, and is found
on certain uninbabiled islands on the coasts of I'cru
and Africa, where it bas been accumulating in a dry
climate, for an unhnown length of time. It contains
in large proportion, and in a highly concentrated
form, nitrogen and the phosphates, those rare and
expensive clements of plant fuod. It varies in
quality, but good guano is a very powerful fi rtiliza
¥rom two to four hundred weight per acre on most
soils will suffice for a crop of turnips and . succeed
ing grain crop. It i3 however betler to apply it as
an adjuuct to farni-yard manure, in half the quantity
Just mentiuned, because although it is rich in the
rarer and mure cencentrated material of plant food,
it does nut cuntain much of the commoner organic
substances necessary to make a soil tertile. This
fertilizer has been 100 searce and dear in Canada to
be much used, but as vur rewders will have olbserved,
Messre. § C. D. Clark & Co., of this city, latcly ad
vertised in our columus, that they would import o
cargo direct from the Chinicha Islands, provided or-
ders for 300 tons could he obtained, and would tur
nish it at $50 per ton. At this price, we do not
know of a better investment that the furmers of this
country could make, especially those whoso lands
are worn out by ‘successive grain crops. For such
soils, there is no better restorative than guano,—
and none that acts more quickly. An arlificial
guano is made in Newfoundland and Maine, from fish
refuse, of which I'rof. Dawson speaks in bigh terms
as ono of the richest of portable manures.

Wood Ashes, unleached, are s very valuable
manure, and may be applied with any crop. They
mus* however be used sparingly, as in addition to
their fertilizing properties, they cxert a caustic or
decomposing influence on organic manures and the
roots of plants. Tifty bushels per acre fur heary
solls, and a Jess quantity for lighter svils, will suffice.
Wood ashes are esyecially valuable as a manure for
what arc called h: potash plants, viz. potatocs,
turnips, Indian corn, and beets. This is in conse
quence of the great amount of carbonatg aad otha
#alis of potash which thcy contaln. Many farmersare

volatile salts.  In Flanders, it i3 carefully preserved
for beds vi Coiza, whilli i protects fiom plant lice.
L Luglaud, the swecpnngs v tona and ity chimaceys,
are husbatded and scatared upo meadoes nath the
best efteet. The suut from buuminouws cual 1> even
better dian that fivis woud,

aa and houts, wie eacellent wanares, agd may
often be obtained ply for tae hauling, from ad-
They decay slowly, nevertheless
an applicaion of from 20 tu o0 bushicls per acre, peo-
duces manked effect-.

Sudweed is a ferudizer of great valae, and easily
obtainabic by favmers wko live on the sca-coast. It
is huweres boyoud the reach of most of our readerss

Lruwl Weeds ate useful tvo, cspectally thuse rnh
roadaide weeds, which, lelt to matare tisore seed, arce
@ cuuseent svurce of aunogance to adjacent farms.
Theit renosal would give o neater appearance to the
couutry, as well as increase the manuive-heap and
prevent the maltiphication of weeds.

Dead dsanuls Tanh awong the very best manures.
The pracuce ol dragging oft a dead horse or cow to
the cdge of the woods, and leaving 1t there to decay
and fill the air wath pestilential odours, cannot be too
severely condemped.  Iv 13 wilful wasle, as well as
the creativn of an eacerable nuisaoce. The best way
to dispose of the carcass of u dead animal is to place
it in a Lole vne or owo feet deep, sprinkle plenty of
quick-lime upon it, thea throw on a layer of earth,
next & lager of gypsum, then again a layer of carth
mixed with powdered copperas, und over all a good
thichness of carie. The gy psum and copperas absorb
the ammonis and sulphuretted bydrogen, and pre-

jdu,nt tannedies,

vent all uppleasant efluvia. In a few weeks, the

heap may be opencd, the boues scparated to be used
in bonc maoure, and the remaining mass tarned over
and mixed, if necessary wath addutional carth,  Dana

in his © Muck Manual” affirms that the body of adeau i

horss can cunvert twenty tons of peat into & mor.
rich and lasting fertilizer than stable manure.

Luue is an imporiant manunal agent, chicly m
consequenco of its promotiog the decay of vegetabie
mutivr, aud seiting at Liberty the potash and other
alhaliesin the sl Ji ghvuid be used must freely on
heavy soils containing consulerable vegetable mat-

to cinyey soils.

Gypsum o1 Dluster of Pures is useful as a supply of
sulphbate of Line to crops, aflfurding pot only lime bat
a pruportion of sulplur, often an important and es,
sential dumend of plani-food. It is valuable alsv as
« means of fining catbhonate of ammonia, one of the
most volatile products of ihe wecay of animal sub-
stanees, 33y converting it futo sulphate of ammonia
its waste is preveated.  Plaster should be applied in
the shape of very fiue powder, in the spring of.the
Juear just when vegeiution is beginning, while the
dea s on the plants. It must not however, he ap-
plicd in rainy weather.

Green Munures are standing crops ploughed in at
il stag. of ripeness, whea they contain the greatest
yuantity of soluble matters Clover, lucerne, sain-
fuin, vililies, cabbages, radishes, turnip-tops, Indian
cordl, aud 1y, are the best plants for this purpose.
Detiving o large pivportion of their nourishioent
fromn the atmusphere, they add considerably to the
fertility of the soils into which they arc ploughed.

There are various artificial fertilizers of whith there
is not now space tv speak particularly. In conclu-
ding this important subject, we would quote with en-
tire approval, a picce of advico we bhave met with
somewhere, to the offect that a farmer sb_enld never
ran in debt, but if be cver does contract a debt, it
should by all means be for NANTRE.
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Harvesting Wheat,

Tue advent of harvest induces us'to offer a fere ab-
servations on the bLest methods of conducting its
operalivns , and first, with regard to the degree of
inaturiy in which wheat ought to be cut in order to
produce the best sample, and to avoid the most luss.
I. may be laid down as a rule, that assoon. s the
gowi has passed frum the miihy state, shich may be
aseertained by squeezing it Letween the finger aml
tumb, it may safely be cut, and any further maturi
t5 ittequires will be accomplished quite as effecty,
aily vn the shock. Therationale of thisis, that wheat
Jdecs upreards, that is, it begins to die first at the rout.
aud fiom that tima it receives no nourishment from
tho soil; bt what sap it still contains continues to




