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There is carhr ps no oae thing which hasg
tended in greater degres, to failure in bee-
keeping with baginners, than excessive
swarminz. No honey crop, robbing, win-
ter losses, all follow more or less excessive
swarming. Just as boils, pimples and the
b like do no* originate oa the surface of the
skin. but are simply an indication of bad
blood and a disorderel digestion. so no
| honey crop, robbing and many losses in
f winter, ars frequently the result of exces-
siva swarming. Let me explain.

Qane who has corresponded with and met
thonsands of bee-keepers all over the
cuotry, can ounly know to what extent
this idea prevails with beginuners, and those
ot beginners, but who foolishly think they
+88 cnnot afford a Bes Journal. They tell us
their bees are doing well, and when you
| ask for particulars they give the extent of
their increase. “I have increase} from five
o fifteen.” *‘I began the season with one
swarm and now have five.” Such ideas
show crudeness of information upon the
sthjset. Some may argae “'but I waat to
intrease my apiary.” I do not care what
yon want you want to do, theidea is wrong.
1sys-em of manazement under whch such
8 oo heppen, is all wrong nine huandred and
ninty nine times out of & thousend. To
alarge your apiary, and especially appli-
able is this to the imexpariencel, the
waker forces want to be kept together.
lostead of & haundful of bess in each of a
dz3n hives, or even a vary light swarm in
eehof a dozen bives, I would prefer the
sngnumber donbled up. or better, never
devided, and giving threa or five colonies.
oafortably filling tha hive.

Taesystem has bsea this. A bazinneria
the production of honey. begins at the top
yoluct and he ganerally drops through to
wsprodaction of nothing, befo-e he gets
though. By that I mean, he decides to
woluce what requires the most skill and
eprienca to produce He begins with
wabhoney. Now in the production of
vab honsy, he thinks it is | sstrouble and
b2doss not require to purchase, or hava a
buey extractor. What are the facts ? to
B noloce nice comb honey, is the highest
u5; of skill in the apiarist.
Ishall take up again the prodaction of
Boaband extractei houney, but to illustrate
27 poins.  Fer comb honey you must have
Sr0ag colonies, and to get well finished
RoDs, you must kesp them close to the
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swarming impulse. Give them abundance
of room and you have in all probability, a
tot of cull section bringing a price yielding
no profit. Crowd the section too much and
the bes swarm. It is a very difficult
matter to s‘eer that narrow course between
the two, no ipexperienced bee-keeper can
tread that narrow path In extracted
honey plenty of room, within moderation,
doss no harm Oage way to prevent exces-
sive swarming then, is to begin prodacing
extracted honey. Amnsther way is to put
supers on in time, aud use enough of them.
The practice too often, is to allow the bees
to swarm before the upper stories are put
on, this gives early and small swarms. as
soon as the lower part of the hive, the
brood chamber. becomes crowded, whichis
indicated by full combs. Of course, a cell
with only an egg in it, is to the bees a full

cell, bits of new comb built along the top

bar, and fresh looking ¢ pping along the

top bar. When this is the condition of the
brood chamber, put on upper storiss. Youn

may say this delays swarming, and we
want early swarms. *'A swarm in May,
is worth a load of hay.”” Well. we do not

b:lieve this always holds good, we want

large swarms a3 early as possible, but only

when they swarm after certain things

have besn done to hold swarming in cheek,

resulting in large swarms. Again instead
of using only one upver story, 83 $0 many
do. we use several. This prevents swarm-
ing.

VENTILATION.

Meny hives throughout the country have
too small an entrance and are mnailed, or
fastensd to the bottom board. Wewantan
entrance the full width of the hive. youcan
easily contract it by mseans of blocks.
There are many reasons why the bottom
boird should be looss Mr. Pattii has a
system of ventilating hives when crowded
with bees and the weather warm : he takes
an inch strip the length of the side of the
hive,then rips this diagonally across,giving
him two wedges the length of the hive
seven-eights inches at onsend, and tapering
to a point at the other. When the hesg be-
come uncomfortable, he raises the front of
the hive from the bottom board and iaserts
this wedge, wide ead at the entrance, under
each side. thus enlarging the entrance § of
an inch. the full width of the entrance. Mr.
C. W. Post has an excellent way of venti-
lating, he puts a wire screen under the
brood chamber and oun top of thebottom
board. The frams of the screen, has an
entrance the same siza as the bottom
board. When the bees get uncomfortable
he draws the hive and screen back on
the bottom board, and s current of air can
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