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short of empty hives and began harvesting the
swarms in any kind of box, in nail.-kegs, in
flour-barrels, When our junior reached his
apiary with a wagonload of empty hives, there
were some 12 hives full of bees, that were not
hives at all. 8o we began teansferring the bees
out of these boxes into the movable frame
hives, by ehaking them out in front. The bees
had been hived from one to three days previous-
ly, an1 had but very little comb built in their
odd-shaped homes. Strange to say they were
so ill satisfied with the unceremonious transfer
that every swarm left the new hives provided
for them, and went back home to their parent
bive. None of these hives swarmed subse-
quently ; and as the latter part of the season
was unfavorable they were the hives that made
the best orop.

We hope the above is a sufficient explanation.
and that Mr. Willard and others will find in it
enough to pay them for the trouble of perusing
is.

DapaNT & Soxn.
Hamilton, Ill., Feb. 1892.

From American Bee Journal.
Who Should Keep Bees.

MRS. JENNIE ATCHLEY.

HE question is often asked, “Will it pay
me to keep bees ? 1 answer yes, and I

will tell why. I have argued against
farmers, as a class, fussing to preduce honey,
when they c2n buy nice honey so cheaply. The
idea was, that they could raise $20 worth extra
of corn, oats or cotton, at & profit and with
that money buy the honey from a neighbor
who made bee-keeping a business, while, If t hey
had raised the $20 worth of honey, it might
have been at a loss. I have always argued that
this was sound business policy ; and, for that
matter, I still think 8o, but I am satisfied that
it will not work.

Many farmers seem to have the feeling that
they must not pay out money for anything they
oan possibly get along without. The writer
was born on a farm, and it is easy to see where
the troable lies—I tell you it makes all the
difference in the world, what one's bringing up
has been. It makes no difference how  much
nice honey is in the market, there is & use for
every dollar besides being spent for honey.

I will quote something from Mr. Terry’s
“Strawberry Book,” to which I am indebted
for the spirit of this article:

“I remember once going home with a well.to-
do farmer who had many acres of land to man.
age, and considerable money invested in out-
side business. He showed me among other

t

things, a large bed of strawberries, Now I
knew that this friend was oclose to a market
where he could buy fine home-grown berries at
fair prices, and I was rather surprised that a
man with 8o much business on hishands should
be bothering to grow his own strawberries. So
I said to him, you grow those, of course, for
the pleasure of it, and not because it pays you to
fuss with such little matters, when you have so
large & farm and so much other business to
attend to? No: I raise them, he replied, be-
csuse I shounld not have them if I did not. I
tried your plas, (of raieing something else to
buy berries with) and wé did not have, I pre-
sume, more than a peck of berries during the
season, although they were plentyful in the
market. [ could not buy more than & quart or
two at a time, and that went against the grain,
my bringing ap on the farm had been another
kind. I could not buy them freely. It was
raise them or go without.

“Again a well known agriculturist sat with
me at & hotel table. He had been a farmer all
hislife, and is well off. For a wonder, there
was some real good cheese on the table.” Our
friend helped himself several times. He seem-
ed to like it very much. I said, “You do not
get good cheese down your way, I guess, judg-
ing from the way you take hold of that.” His
reply was; ‘“They have it at the groceries, but,
to tell the truth, as we do not make cheese we
do not have it on our table one week out of the'
fifty-two.” Now this farmer lives in a house
that cost at least ‘85,000, and has no lack of
funds ; but although evideatly fond of cheese,
he goes withont it because they do not prodace
it. His bringing-up clings to him, and he can-
not use freely what must be bought fot money
—don’t you see ?

If this is the case among w2ll to do farmers,
who could draw their checks for thousands of
dollars at any time, and have them honored—
how would it be likely to be where there are
two or three ways for every dollar to go?

I visited auch a farmer, last winter. He is
not really poor, but is not yet out of debt, and
gaid he had hard work to pay the interest and
make both ends meet.

His wife told me that she had tried everY

| Spring to get her husband to set out strawberry

plants. He said; “Oh! wd can buy strawberries
cheaper than we can raige them;" *“And now,’’
she says, “how many do you thick he bought
last year ? not one single quart!” Now this
looks a little against that friend, but I know hoW
it was. He'thought in the Spring it was cheaper
to buy than to try to grow them. but when it
came time to buy, he hadn’t the money to spa{"



