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anin
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with axes or elubs, A shot or & shout
will stampede the deer in the yard, wd
in fleeing they reach the deep snow,

where wallowing forward for a short dix
tance they find themselves trapped and
helpless, and capable of doing nothing
wore than plunging fesbly,  Auded by
their snow shoes the butehers soon over
Dl their prey snd do them to de
Noodless to say, only
wanting meat, or & brute in human guise
'

wiously

favors such murde
Another methe

forfeits his claim to sportsmanship, is
Krown as * fire-hunting, or ** shining
This is, 1 believe, popular in the South

but 1 fail to sve where the hunted animal
has sy chance for its life, or where the
hunter hus to show sny skill beyond au
ability to hit & mark in a somewhat hafl
ing light, and at » distance of only a few
paces.  Two murderers can best perform
this unsavory task, and they hunt afoot,

or mounted upon horses, or wules, which
will not mind a gun heing tired their
At wght, through the dark

he five-hunters walk or ride, one
waring o blazing tire-pan in front
with fut e knots or othor
fuel.  Behind
comrnde armed with
with buckshot  The
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hunting,
butchery seldom fuil to recognize » deer's

animal appears to be fascinated by

reh, and will stand and stare curi
ously for some time, providing the hun
ters keop  reasonably quiet. Tn ok

v just heyond the torch-light, the
pan-hearer finally marks a brace of glow
g balls retiecting the light from his |

By their size, volor, and the dist
twoen them, he knows that they |
to o full grown deer The two men ¢

tiously advance, until they are as near the
shining eyes #s they can safely venture ;
then the man with the shot-gun levels on
the dark space between the eyes and a
storm of buckshot kills or wounds the
deer us the case happens to be,  1f the
hunter hear a full and o straggling in the
undergrowth, they know that their work
s not been in vain ; but etimes #
lightning rush through the cover,and a
wrowing rapidly fainter,

s only been we
utright  In any case,
hunting has no place among honest
rts, and, unbappily, it is very dendly
Upon & par with this method is the
* jucking " or *floating,” w0 common
upon northorn lakes during the first of
pon sowson for deor. The animals
seck the water to drink, or to feed upon
lush aquatic growths, and fall inglorious
to th o-hunters.  In this case tw

ded,

pre;
men

sally forth at night in a canoe, or

and he whe follows it |

THE ADVOCATE.

wkiff, one man sitting, or ki

ling, in the

bow and the other near the st The
iy forward has a gun, or vifle, and &
torch or ** juck-lantern,” vigged in front
of him. As & rule the * jacks " are ar
mumﬂm‘ﬂmvﬂwlmhl<mlvnmnuﬂ

turned will, and the
light is furnished by & small lantern fixed

on at sometimes
om the shooter's hat

Phe most important matter is that the
light should by thrown ahead strongly
while everything  behind it i
The in paddlod
wsly up ordown n stre r within
vange of the shore of o ke, until gune
tod. A cnutious advan the
wondering snimal, 8 rosr of & gun and a
hit or & wiss, eomplete the story of what
wssertions of its . otaries,
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it ambush within easy range

of & sprin o osaltdick,” and potting
the unsuspecting deer which may happen
Lo come in s h of salt or water This
vequires no more skill than an ability to

tell from which quarter the breeze i
biowing and to post one’sself accordingly,
wid the power to hit  deer when the gan
i fired from u dead rest

Coursing deer with fleet horse and gal
Jant hound is an entirely difforent matter
In cortain portions of the South and
West this method is | and & wan

i true ving 1 his viens

X in
could sk for no more thrilling exper
than way be found in & wild free gallop,

o

with the flectest of quarries and nok
hounds in front, and with e good he
under him as keen in the ru
cited ri The densely
tion of the wilder portions of th )
country, where d yet shound, and the
fact that the American deer p
haunt, when circumstances wllow, a kind
of country where no horseman could pos
wibly follow hounds with safety or pleas
ure, forbids e ing finding favor
with the peaple best able to support it

And now having glanced wt what are
ar methods, we come to the two
s of docr-hunting  driving with
and stalking, or as it is ealled in
still-hunting

1 wan wware that my opinion of the rel
ative values of these two methods will
clush with the views of many keen sports

we

in

rival sty

men, yet, after having enjoyed a fair
share of ** hounding " wnd of “still-hunt
ing” | have no hesitation in declaring

for the latter s being the sportsmanlike
way of hunting the deer

Any man with fair shooting ability and
owning one or more dogs eapable of run
ek, ful
deer, §
select o promisi
gulne path of deer) in the woods, or an
..‘m.m..v....‘..r..m upon the shore of &
forest Inke a habit of run
ning to water, if possible, when chased
hy dogs — donbtless the trait has been do
veloped from  bitter experiences  with

life, the w
e well known

those sconrges to de

This habit and t
doer display for certain selected routes,
o Crunways,” leading from point to
point in the forest, are the weaknesses of
which the * houn takes deadly ad
vantage. A man knowing the ** ranways”
(wlways easily discovered) of a tract of
woods, can post & gun where one runway
sses & road, another where the trail
| tops a ridge, or lends down to a lake, or
crosses & stream, and then by driving
| with hounds toward the guns, make al
most certain of cne or more deer
| A party sportsmen  intent upon
“hounding” generally hires a guide who
Kknows the country well and ean also fur-
nish dogs.  He will post the guns so that
they command the likeliest and broadest
territory, and then himself take a
suple, or more, dogs on chain, back into
o woods to s point from which the drive

is to b Having reached his chosen
point, he relesses the dogs and works
through the cover until u fresh track is
found. Thescent may be somewhat diffi
cult to pick upat first, but the
lenge now and then and work ale

war of trumpet tongu
nounce that they are sure of their gan

witl ave running in full ery.  The work of
the wan who handles the dogs is done for

the present, and he can either hasten t
vnbush he has reserved for himself
or work loi weard the guns
Meantiv ) postod nt the promm
| ising points have heen awaiting develop
ments with what patience they possess
Some of them will for a cortainty wat
| long and vainly. The man in the *run
| way ahout anxiously
Starting nery y time o nut fulls,
use or squirrel rustles in the dry
| tonves ; the man wt the crosing will
sweep the open to right and left with
anxious eyes, lest the gumne steal past him
| unawares ; and the man watching the
| take will sean every yurd of visible shore
wnd open water, wnd fidget, and worry,
| and womder if the deer will come his way,
or favor one of the others,  Every one of
them hopes hurd that he'll he the lucky
[ o, wod whout the time when they feel
that paticnee has consed to be a virtue, &
‘.n»um ery sounds faintly through the
wouds.  Again snd again it rises, sweet
[ fur—the wondrous voice of # hownd
| " Every wan's heart stirs in response to
that sound, growing louder and clearer

[ every moment. Now it swells vich and
Iu-\u»nul s the chase crosses some bigh
ands ; anon it softens to s mutied tongu
ing s th

running dogs slant down deep
ravine, or toil fie haste ll.rnuJu
tangled morass,  Nearer and nearer the
| Blood-stivring music speads, louder and
| louder the red throsts of the dogs roar
"v..nl. their maddening waening, il st
| last, like n grest billow of noise, the
[ cry rinew above the Iust hill and crashes
in full power amid the trees in view of
the watchers,  Hearts thump vigorously,
| hands elinch on weapons nervously, eyes
rove about tlessly  breaths come short
| and sharp—he is coming | fying before
that avalanche of trumpet tones
glorous

1t hins boen, so far | but now cormes the
objectionable part. A great noble, har
| vied brute, trembiing with mingled fright
and the weariness of a long burst of
| speed, crashes past the man on the run
| way, or stops in quivering terror at the
sight of an unexpected foe almost within
| striking distance
| 1f the wn does not experience ** buck
e " and get crazily rattled (w8 he ey
quently does), he ¢
wastly enongh with his shot-gun
| he miss it clean or wound it (these things
| have me), the chas itinues.
Soom the dogs speed past the excited man
| and run the devr on and on, until finally
the poor animal gains the longes water
and plunges bravely in to swim for its

wr

heen

| tife.
It would be safe now fro

i dogs alone,
or are rapid and almost tireless
w, but the wan watching the
| water has seen the quarry The closing
act of the drama is something for which
| 1 have no taste, Well and rapidly as the
| deer may swim, it cannot escape the rn
| hunter pursuing in swift canoe or « iff,
and u murderous shot fired when the
| bost is within a fow yards of the strug
gling swimmer ends its sufferings.

The picture of “hounding " is not
overdrawn, and, while the excitement of
the wait while the game is afout is k
and the ringing clamor of the pursuing
| hounds is enough to madden even slug

gish blood, the final shooting of the game
alwiys cause something closely akin
to regret. In*** hounding," moreover,
| large tract of country is necessarily dis
turbed, and the game in it frightened in
| all directions.
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in doctors’ bills to the pe {
the Dominion by the use «
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Its timely use not only save
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trial will win your endorsen

| The noodful qualitications for
| this branch of sport are sy
1f one cun shoot fairly well

say ., oan by
u deer with buckshot anywhere unde
[ fifty yards—and can control his nery
| when the pinch comes, whout ll else b

has to do is to rewsin patiently at b
stand and keep o sharp look

The
| guns do the waiting o the
rest.  Of course, when the shot gun gives
place to the rifle, the diffieu' v of hittin
the game s greatly inereoed and o

stronger element of sport s introduced
but even then th s no glory that |

can see in puinping lead after & swiuming
deer
I

ow different are the cond
ere
wntching of instinet of a high onder, wid

idarsnce, keen s
| ki , ngainst finished woodendt
patie wrseverance, judgment, 1
weopic powers of observation and ski
with the rifle. The w
these qualifications necessarily has the
f the deer, but

more, and he will neve
pose ns the ideal **still-bunter.” Tn th
sport, the wiry, enduring frame, the o
like step, the coolest judgment, the keen

it

possessiniyg all of

est eyes, that soe everything shocst witl
out looking ; the stendy nerve and the
ripest knowledge of wooderaft, i ply
wost important parts.  Indeed, the

who can successfully still-hunt a wary o
buck in difficult ¢ when ther

snow on the ground to deaden footfulle
| and plainly betray the route taken by
| game s entitled to elaim the honor o
e

ng # master of the oraft

Such a man is seldom et even in the

districts ;1 know

4" with three of the
men who knew every phase of

life, who could read ** sign ” win

Jouf displaced, or o slight abrasion o s

veteras

rock, s plainly as 1 eould read printed
e They were born still-bunters, u
wated two things equally —one t .

f running hound, and the other

on the runway or water
Any of these men would put o hulle
through a teailing hound with e st

infuction than they would kill « fox o
wolf

A glance st n bit of sy Woestern
| Ontario may show what still-hunting i

it in

| like under ordinary conditions. Tu the

sortion of the ps s which lies hetweo

ke Krie n I'Imh- St Clair 15 0 region
somewhat ‘ow, and any pliscos bear
| ing broken miles of heavy foret
Placid, almost currentless crechs and rice
| bordered ponds mark it here i thers
and one side of the tract is so liitle aborg
the level of the lakes that it = manly

vast marshy plain, flooded
by the overtlow from the strew

¥ sppring

Since the days ¢ Forrester " th
rogion has afforded capital w 1 shoots
i the game-list D
key, goowe, duck, grouse, lire, owk
quail, snipe and sundry waders 0S¢
course, not so good &L present it one
was, but a still-huntor e e -r‘ .

rof

turkey in the timber, and the
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