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air the year round 2 (Of course they do. A. R. J, F.) And
does he wish to recommeond that the custom be followed in
this country by those that he solls te? Docg Mr. Woud follow
that custom himseclf, and were the sheep th * he has shown
at the New-York State Fair raised in that manner? These
are questions that interest all breeders of English Sheep, as it
is wenerally believed that in a country where, as Mr. Wood says
of England. it rains two days out of three, (Bush ! A.R.J. F.)
sheep should havo somo shelter from the rain storms. In this
country they should be kapt dry, he tells us in his leot*:re,

C. D. Sxgap,

—Schuyler County, N. Y., March 7.

Central Exporimental Farm, Ottawa, Canada

The work to bo undcertaken at the different stations is thus
set forth in the Act:—
“(a.) Conduot re-
searches and verify
experiments designed
to test the relative
value for all purposes
of different breeds of
stock ,and their adapt-
ability to the varyiog
climatic or other con-
ditions which prevail
in the «cverol pro
omee ond in the
North West Tornito-

ries,

(b.) Examioe iato
the cconomic ques-
tions iovolved in the
production of butter
and cheese;

(c.) Test the me-
rits, hardiness and
adaptability of new .
or untried varicties
of wheat or other ce-
reals, and of ficld
erops oraees and forage piants, fruits, vegetables, plants and
trecs, and disseminate among persons cngaged in farming,
gardening or fruit growing, upc . such conditions as are pre-
seribed by the Minister, samples . {the surplus of such pro-
ducts as are considered to be speoially worthy of introduoction ;

(4.) Analyse fertilizers, whether natural or artificial, and
conduct experiments with such fertilizers, in order to test their
comparative value as applied to crops of differcut kinds; (1)

(¢.) Examine into the composition and digestibility of
foods for domestic animals;

(f.) Conduct experiments in the planting of trees for timber
and for shelter ;

(9.) Examinc into the discases to which cultivated plants
and trees are subject, and also into the ravages of destructive
insects, and ascertain und test the most useful preventives and
remedies to be used in each case ;

(h) Investigate the diseases to which domestic animals are
subject 3

(i) Ascertain the vitality and purity of agricaltural seeds ,
and

() Conduct any othcr experiments and researches bearing
upon the agricultural industry of Canada, which are approv-
ed by the Minister.”

{1; Shouldn't I like to bave a share in the work ! ARJF

POLLED ANGUS.

WOoRK ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED.

The Central Experimental Farm has been Jooated noar the
Capital, within threoe miles of the Purliamont Buildings.
Four hundred and sixty aores of land have been seoured in a
commanding position overlooking the city of Qttawa, posses-
#ing every desirable varioty of soil ana aspeot to meot the
varied requirements of the experimental work to be conduoted
there. Although possession was had but a few duys befcre
the winter sct in, some work has been acoomplished, unncoes-
sary internal fenoes have been removed,the loose stones cloared
over a larg area, some grading done and about twenty acres
of land ploughed. During the winter a large supply of stable
manure has been obtained, betweea fifty and sixty acres of un-
dergrowth ohopped and piled, an office and store room ereoted,
and a glass structure built for the purpose of testing the
vitality and germinating power of sceds.

Correspondecace has been had with the Dircotors of the
Royal Gardens at Xew, England, the Imperial Botanio Gar-
den at St. Peter-
sburgh, Russia, and
the Imperial Collego
of Agriculture at Ja-
pan, and as a result
colleotions of grain
and seeds will shortly
be received from these
sever.]  institutions.
Purchases of secd
ZTaID in great variety,
1ocludinz wheat, bar
ley, oats and rye, also
grass secds for mea.
dows and permancnt
pastures have leen
made in Northern
Russia, Germany, En.
pland, Canada and the
United Stutes with
the view of testing
their comparative me-
rits when grown side
by side A colleotion
of many varicties of
potatues has also been scoured for a similar purpose. A large
oumber of standard fruit trees and vines are being obtained ;
also a colleotion of hardy Russian sorts, comprising nearly
two huondred varictics, some of which it is hoped will succeed
in the colder seotions of the Dominion, where the more tender
kinds cannot be successfully grown. A very extensive assort-
ment of cconomic and other forest .rces and shrubs, both
native and foreign, arc being sccured; also collections of
geeds of the same, for the further extension of thig impor-
tant division of the work, Plans of the nceessary buildings are
alo being prepared, so that no delay may ocour when the
time arrives for their erection.

S®ED TESTING.

This department is now ready for work. It has been un-
dertaken for the purpose of determining the value of the agri-
cultural seeds whioh are sold to farmers from year to year,
and to save them from some of the losses to wgich they are
annually subject by usiog old and ieferior sceds. Every farmer
in Canada will have the privilege and the right to send to the
Experimental Farm samples of any sceds of which he may
desire to kuow the germinating power, and it is hoped that
all will avail themselves freely of the advantage offered. A
suitable glass struoture has been erected for this work of a

¢,



