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of tholr nolghbourp, There are nearly thleo 'hundred
dialpcts gpoken in Chiua, somo of thom almoa\. as dif-'
foront as French from Lughsh. and Chinamen spenking”
differont disl gts are um\ble to converso at all; but if’
thoy can write, thoy ¢an commumcaw, for the wriftell.
language is the same all oyor, tho ompiro. °

Railroads must- make a ohnnge in Chineso monoy. for'

thay havo no, coin but brass or iron caeix whieh pass at

about.ten for a half-ponny. For all large payments’

gilver ig usod, ¢ithgr in lmqps, or cast into the form of
a littlo shae, and this has to be weighed. Only om'the
.const are Mexican dollars in use. ‘

When a_crawd of passongers are buying tickets, it
will bo uecessary for them to havo coins of higher
valyq than cash, and this will bo a great benefit to the
country.

It will,also be necegsary to adopt a foreign standard

of time to run the trains by. The bhmeso who coine
ip contact with foreigners are very fond of watches'

and clocks ; but in the interior the day is divided into
twelvo periods of two hours each, begmmng at It p'ih.

Each period is known by the name of an animal, and
is farther divided into eight portions, cach cqual to a
quarter of an hour. There is no smaller division, such
such.as minutes or seconds.

For time-keapors thoy have sun-dmls, water-clocks,
and spiral incense sticks, armnged to buin for a cértain
length.of time |,

If you ask the time of day, you are told that “it is
near tho dog,” or *“ two-eighths from the rat,” but nearer
the exact time you c.annoﬁ got. A qunrtor of an hour,
more or less, never seems to trouble a Chihaman.

As their supgrstitions and prOJudxces do not oxteud
to.clocks and_ywatchgs, wyo may expect an imniediate
reform, and “ railroad time ” to bo soon in use all over
the:empire, .

The, Chmesq ha(o all forewnere, whom they call
‘Fan-.qui.” . Intercourse by rail will tend to do away
with this, as well as effect many surpnsm" ‘changes
which can scarcely be foreseen. —C’ommumcated

TEEL!TERATURE .OF THE COLONIAL
PERIOD OF THE UNITED STATES.

HE Colopial, period of the Umted States was not
nfavorable one for the produchon of Titdtature.
Sejtlements were much scattered, the people

> . were. poor, troubled, by Indmns, and ‘secretly

. joslous, af each other. Thls penod did, " hoivever,
produce some writers who ﬂamed fame bot,h mz thoir
.own counpry.and.in Europe Then* wrmngs ‘Wwore first
-jn the form of  messages sent to ,England ~but “theso
gradually enlargcd mto esaays and tagaziné articles,

John Smith, the governor of Vlrgmm, thougﬁ an‘un-

!

"most noted is “A Survey of the
- Discipline.” Thomas Shapard and John Cotton were

cultursd soldior, wrote n history: -entitled “A Trpe,
Relation of Virginia,” which in many ways is equal to
the best prose of the Elizabothan age. The colonjsts
did not care for any book that was no’ serious or con-
troversial, and the first book printed in Americs, “The
Bay Pealm Buok,” is a specimon of the literature which
thoy favored. This book came frowm..the. press at Har-
vard Colloge in 1640, Tho first writer of any note
was Thomas Hooker, sometimes known as * Mxmstor
Hookor.” He was a native of England, and p graduate
of Cambridge College. Was educatad for a preacher of |
the Church of Englund, but for nonconformity was ex-
pelled by Archbishop Laud. He came to America
and sottled in Cambridge, but afterwardsg moved to
Connecticut 1o held in the founding of that colony'
He was born in 1586, and died at Hartford in 1647,
His most populer work is “ The Poor Doybting Chris-
tian Drawn to Christ,” but. the work for which he is
- of Church

contemporaries of Hooker, and, like him, were of
English birth, and exiled by Laud for non-conformity.
Thomas Shepard’s works am, ¢ The Clear Sunshine of
the Gospel Breaking Farth Upon the Indians of New

nﬂland " «First Principals of the Oracles of God,!
nnd “New Bugland's Lamentations for Old anland’
Errors” The principal works of John Cotton are the
«“Holiness of Church Members,” * Set Forms ‘of
Prayer,” “A Practicsl Commantary on the First
Epistle of John.” *Spiritual Milk for Babes” ©A
Trentise on the New Covenant,” and “The Bloody
Tenet Washed.”

Rogers Williams was one.of the prominent men of
the period. ‘He was an unpopular preacher on fccount
of his sympathy for the Indians. o holds an honored
plate in American liistory as the first man to establish
a government that allowed frecdom of opinion in
religious and other matters. His principal work is
“The Bloody Tenet of Persecution for -Cause of
Conscionce.”

John Elliot ‘won fame by tha ‘translation of the

"Rible, “The Bay Pealm Book,” and *Baxtor’s Call to

the Unconverted,” into the Indian language; and be-
sides thesé he wrote in English “ The Harmony of the
Gospel,” ““The Communion of ‘Churches;” and “The
Christian' Commonwealth.”

"Ann Ditdley Bradstrect was tho most accomplished
woman of her time. “‘She wroto a volume of poems
entitied «“ The Tenth "Muse,” and also ** Contempla-
tions "The first was sotmbre in spirit, but in her later

“work she shbws more ne.uralness.

‘The Mathers:—father, son, and grandson—were pro-
mment men it the colony. . Richard- Mather was born
m I‘nnfrmd and was etpelled for preaching: without
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