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of thoir noighborpi Thero are nearl threò'hundred
dialpets qpoke»i Çhina, somioe'of them' alnosi 'as dif-'
forant as French froni English, nd Chiin'a'mn speakinâ
diffQront di»e.çts are unable to converse at all; but if
they can \vrito, thoy çan cominnicate, for the writeki.
langgage is the pamae all oyer, tlie empire.'

Railroade nust iake a change in Chinese mýôïey, for
thny havo nocoin but bras or iron cash, whii 'pass at
about-te4 for a hIf-penny. For all large payments
silver is uised, eithqr j luilps, or cast into the ferrm of
a little shoo, and this has to be weighetC Only où* the
.coast are Mexican dollars in use.

When a.crowd of passengers are buying tickets, it
will be nccessary for them to haýo coins of higher
valqq than cash, and this will be a great ben'éfit te the
country.

It williqlsa þe necesary te adopt a foreign standard
of tine to run the trains by. The Chinese w'ho coine
ip contact wiýh foreigners are very' fon1 of iWatcheà'
and clocks; but in the interior the day is dividbd into
twelve periodé of two hours each, beginning et I'l p'ih.

Fach period is known by tl o nanie o'f an animal, and
is farther divided into eight portions', each equal tò a
quarter of an iour. There is no smaller divis1où, such
such as minutes or seconds.

For time-keOpers they have sun-diale, water-clo'k's,
and spiral inconse sticks, arranged te burin for a certàin
length.of time

If you ask the time of day, you are týfd that "it is
near the dog," or " two-oighths from the rat," but nearer
the exact time you cannof get. , A quar ter of an heur,
more or less, never s'oems, to trolible a Ch'iaiman.

As their supastitions andprejudices do not exteud
to.clocks and, watchps, gyo may expect an immelate
reform, and " railroad time " tu be soon in use all over
the.enpirA,.

The ChinesQ hate all foreignere, whom ibey call
"•Fan. qui." . Intercourse by rail will tend te do away
with this,_as well as. effect many surprising changes
which can scarcely be foreseen.-Cominunicatd.

THE LITERA TURE OF TIE COLONIAL
PERIOD OF THE UNITED STA TES.

HE,Colonial period of tha United bgtates wa not
afavorable one for the production of - lito'ature.
Settlements were much scattered, the people
wpre . poor, troubled. by ,Indians, and secretly

ealous. qf. each ?ther. 'This period did, howevor,
produce some writers who edfame bath i't'h'eir
*own counqry.an.in Europe. Th.eir writings \v're first
-jn tha forni of, messages sen to ý.:ngiand, 'but" thesb
gradually Onarged into esaays and agazine artiöles,
John Smith, the governor of 'Virginia, liòugi nn'un-

culturdd- soldier, 'wrote a history entitlod "A Tryo.
Relation of Virginia," which in many wayq is equal te
the best prose of the Elizabethan ago. The colonists
did net caro for any book that was no', serious or cou-
troversial, and the first book printe in Anierica, "The
Bay PsaIm Buok," in a specimen of the literature whiolx
they favored. This bookcame frumn,,tlho. press at Har-
vard College in 1640. The first writer of any note
waR Thomas Hooker, sonotimes known ns "Mipistor
Hookor." He was a native of England, and p graduate
of Cambridge College. Was educated for a preacher pf.
the Church of England, but for nonconformity was ex.
pelled by Archbishop Lud. He came te America
and settled in Cambridge, but afterward imoved te
Connecticut to hold in the founding of that colony;
He ws born in 1586, sud died, at Hartford in 1647.
His most popular work in " The Poor Do4liting Chris-
tian Drawn te Christ," but the work for whieh ho is
most noteI is " A Survey of the - of Church
Discipline." Thomas Shepard and John Cotton were
contemporaries of Hooker,. and, like him, were of
English birth, and exiled' by Laud for non.conformity.
Thomas Shepard's works arm, "The Clear Sunshine of
the Gospel Breaking Forth Upon the Indians of New
England." "First Principals Of the Oracles of God,V'
and "New tingland's Lamentations for Old England's
Errors." The piincipal works of John Cotton àre the
" Ioliness of Church Members," " Set Formâs ~ôf
Prayer," " A Practical Commentary on the First
Epistle of John." 'Spiritual Milk for Babes," "A
'rostise ou t'ho New 'Covenant," and "The Bloody
Teiet Washed."

RbgArs Williams vas on,of the proiinent mon of
the period. lie was an unpopular preacher on account
of his sympathy for the Indians. ino holds an honored
plate in American history as the first.man te establish
a government that allowed freedoni of opinion in
religious and other matters. His principal work i
"The Bloddy Tenet of Persecution for ·Cause of
Conscience."

John Elliot ýwon fame 'by thn 'translation of the
Rible, 'tho 'Bay'Péalm-Book," and "Baxtor's Call to
the Unconverted," into tho' Indian language; and b-
aides thesé ho wrote in English " The -Harmony of-the
Gospel" '"he Coinmuuion o!f'Churches" and " The
Ohristian'Commonwealth."

Ann Didley Bradstreet was the most accomplished
woman of her time. 'She wrote a volume of pooms
entitied "The TeÉth 'Muse," and also " Contempla-
tions." The first was sonbre in spirit, but in her later
wórk she shows more nr,uralness.

Thé Mathers-fathei, son, a-d grandson-were pro-
iniùent men iti the colony. . Richard- Mather was born
i 'Engfand, and was expelled' for preaching- without


