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and in tise poivs a people Ilpriel<ed ini tlîoir he.arLq."1 Wo invite the '.o*opora-.
tion of ail the chldron of' God iio rend thoso pages in special prayor to, tho
Fathur of Mercies that ho would grant us a personai awNakenxng in our Cliuréhu~
unmong both youing ani old, ricli and poor, oflc-bearers ang d pelol, and tliat
ive xnay ail have a moro thc>nroughi rxnso0nAL nzÀÂIizÀTioN op Oisir.

DIS1'UTE D SETTLEMENTS.

Firom the Fre (,'urck Record.

A few cases of serious division in conneetion Nvith the filling up of vacancee
have occurcd in tlîo Froc Oiiurchi of late, and the niatter lias naturally attractcd
the notice of ail iho ficel an interest in lier permanent .velfare. Oonlsidering
how few tiiese cases have been, and the previous ilsexporience of our congrega-
Lions in the diseharge of this newv duty, tlioro is no cause for mucli alarm, but
raLlier for congratulation on tise overvhelminig proportion of perfeetly Iiurmo-
nious settionsents whicis have occurrcd. Some littie difforonco of'opiniton, arîd
ovon an occasional sample of actual division, inay be antioipatcd as the price to
be paid for every kind of liberty, and especiaiiy liberty novly acquirod. XV i
remarkzable thiat more cases of dispute have arisen in tise Established Oiiurcb,
from, a simple leugtlîening of tiseir chain u.nder the supervision of tle civil courts,
than in the Froc Ohureli, froin giyiig the people an absolutcly froc chnice of minis-
tors aeeording to the Word of God. There ean bo littie doubt, liscw'ever, tlhat
ivlien our systemn lias bocomo consolidated, ivlien ail parties undcrstand thoir re-
lative positions anil dluies, cases of dispute wiil be iîsdcfinitely reduced in mnm-
ber, and perlîaps nearly quite extingilislied.

Meantime it la important, withîort entering minutoly into the subjeet, Vo indi-
ente ln genoral sorne of tise sources of our prescrnt difflesilties, as proved by our
own oxperience aud that of other bodies of Christians simiilarly cireumstanced.

Thora are three parties in every settiement, and only three, and from. one or
other the dificulty, when it does exist, must in every case arise, viz., the congre-
gaLions, thse probationers, or the preshyteries. Let us glauce at the respective
duties of ecdi-

I. Thte Uongrcgations.--In one sense they may ho said Vo bo the parties most
deeply interested lu filling up a vaesnoy ; for thecir own spiritual interoats and
those of their chjîdren, including Vo somoe oxcent also those of an entire, neigh-
bourhood, and perhaps for a generation to, comne, are bound up in the issue. The
matter is therefore one of great, solomnity to tbom, and ought Vo, be troatod in a
peeulisriy earnost and prayerful spirit. They are not only csiled to exercise a
high previlege, but Vo disehargo a most momnentous duty to the groat Hlead of
the Churcli and to themsolvos. Anything, thiereforo, like the more spirit of a
political contest ought to bc banished as far as possible from, the eleetion of hlm
who la Vo "lwatch for their souls as one that must give an aceount. This matter
ougli certainly to ho fuhly explained Vo every concrregation at the commencement
of evory Alction by some experienced member of 5resbytery. During the course
of the eleetion ail canvassing from door to door, so fruitfu.l ln divisions, ought te
bc prohibited and put do'wn as ineonsistent with, the free liberty of choice and
with the nature of such a transaction. The people should be strongly admonished
te -study flot merely their own personal feelings, but the feeling of their*brethron,
the intereâts, of the whole congyrçgatioua and neighbonrhood "the things that
make for peace, and by which they may cdify one another." There i asg
in Gai v. 13 *which might form a suitable text for such a discourse, "iFor bret-
ren, ye have been callod unto Iiberty ; onlýy use noV libérty fàr an occasion Vo, tbô


