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THE COMING CONVENTION.,

Everyonswhoreacsives
this paper is raspectfully
raquestaed to read avery
part of it carafully. Itis
a journal that no Can-
adilan temperance work-

' | er can afford to be with-
e e oo %" out.  The subscription
not to nrrange some campaign in which | price is almost insignifi-
energy is to be dissipated in carrying, cant. in the Impcnd-

out some politician’s plan for side track. |

v . I

ing the temperance question. ||ng gampalnn for bhetter
i

THREE QUESTIONX,
ol \legisiation in Ontario it

Along with the Convention * Call”

there has been issued a circular con-}ul" be of intense intarast

taining valuable suggestions regarding

lines of possible action, Three mattors’wand grnat value.

will demand attention at the meeting:

(1) Dominion Legislation, (2) Provincial .

Legislation, (3) Electoral Action.
DOMINION LEGISLATION,

The plan of Dominion action issued by
the Alliance Council aims at national
prohibition. It also advises carnest!
effort to make the Government’s pro |
posed revision of the Scott Act as com-!
prehensive and usetul as it can be made. | them, and to ask our readers to study
The Scott Act will always be a partinl | them carefully.
measure, but perfecting 1t will make it
more eftective in those pluces where it
is in force, Its improvement is a wani.
fest duty.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION,

‘There must be no hesitation about |
this important matter. The Oataiio
Government has declared itself in favor
of prohibition. Action is, however, de:
layed pending the settlement of the
question of jurisdiction. Itis only rea.
sonable to ask the Government and
Legislature to st once do what they have
unquestioned power to do, make our
License Law more rigid, putting iunto it
more prohibition and making it a more
useful means of restricting the liquor
tratfic and lessening intemperance.
Suggestions regarding this important
matter will be found in an article in this
paper headed “ Immediate Legislation.”

POLITICAL ACTION,

Before the time for another Annual
Meeting a Provincial electiun will be
held. In that election the liquor traftic
will ba & potent force, The traffic is
well organized, and is planning to cap-
ture all the constituencies possible,
Only by outspoken, aggressive, determin-
ed action can this danger be met, ‘‘lie
coming Convention must plan fcr such
action as will prevent the liquor tratlic
carrying out this scheme to control the
Ontario Legislature,

LET THERE BE A RALLY,

The situation is grave. The outlook
is bright, but ahead of us there are ele-
ments of danger that call for wise and
fearless action, Our cause has made
progress and will make progress. Much
of the success of our work in the near
futures depends upon our attitude and
action at the present crisis. We appeal
to all temperance workera in Ontario to
do their best to make this meeting in
every sense a success. Let there be a
great rally of the earnest friends of the
cause, ; )

“Te

In another folunn wilt be found the
“Call” that has been issued by the On.
tario Bianch of the Dominion Alliance
for the Annual Meeting to be held in
I'oronto on July $th,

IT3 IMPORTANCE,

There is no doubt that this meeting
will be one of the most important meet.
ings of prohibition workers that has yet

Some of the articlesin the.June Camp-

Hire ave reprinted in this number. They
relate to the approaching Convention

and the guestions likely to be discussed
at thoso meetings, Beng of much im
portance, we deem it wise to repeat

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP.

A good deal has lately been said and
written about the wisdom of endeavor-
ing to lessen the evilsof the liquor traflic
by having the traflic carried on by
ofticers of the government mstead of by
private parties, the government receiv-
ing all the profit of the business. This
method is sometimes wrongly spoken of
as Government Control,

Real Government contral of the hquor
traffic is most complete under systems
ike the Ontario License Law; under
which the government, through special
officiuls and special legislation, directly
controls the issue of licenses and the
conduct of the hiquor business,

Government Ownership is an alto.
gether different svstem. Under it the
state owns and operates the iquor traffie
as government monopoly. It 1= in oper-
ation in varying forms in Russin, Switzer-
land and South Carolina,

So lar, however, there is very littlo
evidence as to the results of this system-
We are therefore compelled to consider
it mainly tn view of our knowledge of
the nature and history of the liquor
traffic, and in view of what has been
already done, and what is being doue,
upon different lines.

The Case for Government
Monopoly.

The one strong argument in favor of
Government Ownership of the liquor
traflic in Canada, is the theory that the
elimination of the element of private
profit would Yut an end to active effort
to push the liquor business, and would
remove the vigorous opposition that
liquor sellers now offer to the temper-
auce cause.

Advocates of this method also claim
that much benefit would accrue from a
better -supervision of the quality of
liquor, and.fram & cessation of the ac.
tivity of liquor sellers in political sffairs.

Under govermment operation eithied
tho great profits now enjorad by the

|
i the uncartanty and  demotalizaion
P whiieh 1t would inolve,

It s ddoubtial

liquor traflickeas would become a part o! | that Govepnent Usaership, ilaltunate
the government revenue, or the sellig |y secuney, swould be ot mueh valde as a

price el antoxicating hquors woukd be
reduced,

The Other Side

An inerenso in the amount of teveniue
derived from the hquor taflic woukd be
an impodiment to the sttamment of
prohibition,  [n the plebisente campangn
tho stock argument of the hquor party,
embodied n litetature, pasted over
walls, and everywhere presented, was
the losy of revenue that prolubition
would entail.  Increasing the tevonue
from the liquor teaflic by two hundred
or three hundred per cent. wonld
strengthen the argumeut of theswe op-
ponents,

If the prico of intoxieating Liquor were

to ho cut dowu therve would cettainiy be
R great increase in criminal dinuhens
ness, Tho drink appetite of the vsuat|
police court drunk s mamly hept an|
check by mability to secwio the neans,
of intoxieation, .\ lesgening of the prica:
would no doubt bo followed by results]
that every good citizen would ~hrmlw
trom inviting.

It is also argued that the party pat-
ronage volved in a goveinment mon-
opoly of the Irquor business woukd be al
soutce of political evil,  The traflic]
readily londs itself to cortupt use. Jiven |
the system that m Ontano appowmnts
ninety-four license inspectors 1s chnged
with being tiable to such abuse., What
would be the posmible evit m a method
that would give a political party the ap.
pointment and payment, and therefore .
onsure it the suppott, of nearly 3,000!
iiquor gellers,

A Constitutional Question,

FFor twenty vears the work of temper-
ance reformers and the progress of
temperance litigation lave been retard
ed by litigation over the vexed question
of the extent to which the licensing
and prohibition of the liquor traflic are
functions of the Dominion or Provincial
government, It is ahnost certain that
there would be similar controversy over
the right of either body to establish and
operate a government monopoly of
liquor selling, if the question were rumsed.
Legislation constituting such a mon-
opoly, enacted by the Dom-nion Parlia-
ment or a Provincial Legislature, would
no doubt be followed by hitigation that
would similarly delay and deleat the ef-
forts of friends of the temperance cause.

A Dividing Proposition.

‘The temperance people of Canada are
to-lay united in their advocacy of the
two-fold method of moral suasioa and
legal prohibition. Some of them are
strongly opposed to the licensing svs-
tem, because 1t makes the state, and
therefore the people, partners in what
they believe to be an immoral buuness.
"Their oppositian to a liquor traflic car-
ried on directly by the community would
be still greater. It is certain that
friends of the temperance causo could
not be united in support of such a pro-

osal. An agitation for a government
iquor-trafis monopoly, by any section
of the temperance army, would brmg
about dissension that would make suc
cess on any line impossible, and would
seriouxly block the progress that is now
going on.

Unwise Agitation.

Government Ownership would then
involve a disastrous division in the
temperance ranks, a long term of agita
tion before public opinion could be
educated to accept it, and a political
campaign in whioh the opposition of the
liguor purty would be as great as that
furty'- opposition to total prohibition,
f success could be attained, that succeas
would be the beginning of a constitu-
tional struggle that would be disastrous:

tempoeranco measien,  [tois certain that
it wonld ba productive ot politiead evil,
\gitation for it at the present time
would bo a blunder, that 1 1ty eltocts
would be more misclievous than direct
opposition to the temperance enuve,

A Strong Position.

It will be wisdom to press our winning
fizht on the wise lines that have aheady
been found so suceestul.  The hgnor
traflic is being weakened anmd enrtidod,
Ihie facts et out i another arttele put
this statement beyond doubt.  Never
yielding in the deterpunation that total
prohibition must be won, loyal temper
ance workers will accowplish most by
persistent eflort to mun el use all the
partial prolbitiott that can be wecwmed,
Note provinces practueally love prolu
bition now,  The Ontatio Govethisent
iz pledged o pve this provinee all the
prolibition that the constitution will
allow as <oon as the yuestion of jutisdic.
tion is xettled, [t i« no tune to broach
vew schemes of temporiang ot zog

back.
A Bright Outlook.

Thete is 1eason amd need for more,
not less, of enthusinstn for a cause that
never hod a brighiter outlook — No other
teform movement ever won it the same
time the ttiumpbs that the temperanco
movensent has aclueved, 1 sucliresults

1h:|\'o been secnved during o shoit half

cenmnry, ip the face of tremendour op.
position, by agencies that at fisst were
fow and feeble, what muy we hope to
accomplish m the near future with the
many and mighty agencies now on our
sude, and with the strong and growing
motal conviction of a nation steahiy
artaying wself agamst a tatlie that will
yet bo made as unlawtal 931t 5 un-
Hghteotts,

A GREAT MASS MEETING.

‘I'he cause of temperance witl have a
promment place in the twentieth Inter.
national Chiistian Endeavor Convention
to be held at Cincinnati, July 6 16, ‘The
Convention opens on Saturday evemmng
and clogses Wednesday mght. On Sab-
bath afternoon the largest auditormum
(of the six to be used during the v onven-
tion) will be given over to a mass meet-
ing m favor of temperance, General
Secretary Buer will presule, and the
speakers will be Col. Geo, W. Bain, of
Kentucky : Oliver W, Stewatt, of Chi-
cago, and Rev. Anna Howard Shaw.
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