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further, to translate the languago of facts into the language of
words, to learn the conventionalities of his mother.tongue. Play,
then, I sec, is the menus by which the entire being of the child
dovelops and grows into power, and, therefore, does not end in
itself."

Dr. Harris says: " Thore is a great deal of talk about utilizing
play, but play, strictly as play, should nulo bc, tilizcd; thera
should be roou for the spontaneous play of the child, with no
restraint whatover."

The teacher who faits to recognize these facts and make the
most of them never becomes acquainted with his pupils thoroughly,
and fails to obtain his most natural and most complote control
over them. In every situation except in the playground there is
some portion of the child's nature voiled. How important thon
that, instead of checking the playful spirit of innocent and health-
fui childhood, the teacher should have sufficient sympathy for it ta
develop it and turn it into right channels. What true dignity
there is, too, in the playing of the full-grown man with the head
of an adult and the heart and spirit of a boy i How different is
this genuine article from the enamelled variety which cannot bond
without cracking, and exposing the coarser or weaker material
beneath. The teacher who cannot play with his pupils without
" pnttiug on the brakes" is to be pitied. One of the most valid
reasons for not placing large boys in the charge of a lady teacher
is, that she cannot as a rate take part in their games and exercises.

IT IS A MISTARE TO BE CONTINUALLY REPRESSING THE ACTIVI-
TIES OF CHILDHooD.-There are throe classts of educators. One
dams up the fountains of the free tendencies of childhood, and
utrs the stagnant waters back upon the child life, so that they

drown it out; another goes to the other extrome, and says, lot
Dame Nature have ber way unrestrained, lot childhood unfold it-
self. Ho lets the waters flow freely enough, but they unfortu-
nately have a natural tendoncy ta flow in improper directions.
Like rosl water, they flow " down hill," and far too frequently
transform what might have been a fertile valley into a marsh.
The proper method recognizes the necessity of a full development
of the natural faculties and the free exorcise of them, but it gives
then direction without seeming ta do so. It selects the channel
in which the stream should flow, and inclines each little rill of
character in that direction, so that as the stream flows onward it
gains more breadth and depth and momentum, until it becomes a
mighty river, bearing upon its bosom freights of blessing toward
the great sea of life.

Some teachers are horrified if pupils laugh in the sechoolroom.
The discipline that cannot stand a good laugh frequently is un-
matural and unsound. Giggling and tittering should be forbidden
as unbecoming, but a genuine hearty laugh indulged in by both
teacher and pupils for a proper reason may be repeated often with
the best results even to the discipline of the school.

IT IS A MISTAEE TO ALLOW PUPILS To BE PREQUENTLY TROUBLE-
SOME WITHOUT NOTIFYING THEIR PARENTs.-It Is an axiom that
parents and tenchers should work in harmony. So far as possible
and judicious, the sehool discipline should correspond to that of
the home. The teacher should respect the rights and opinions
of the parents, and they in turn should sustain the authority of
the teacher. Those desirable ends can only be secured by some
system of commr.unication between the parties concerned.

There are always in a sciool a few pupils who, without being
guilty of any offenecs of a very serions character, givo the teacher
a vast amount of trouble. No other class of pupils cause so much
worry and annoyance as these, and after a time it usually becomes
necessary ta take decided action and suspend the offender, or
administer a severe punishment of somn kind. The punisbment, t
whether by suspension or otherwise, is of course much too great f

for the last net of wrongdoing. The transgression is merely " the
last straw that breaks the camol's back," the penalty " covers a
multitude of sins." The parent of the offending child makes
enquiry as to the causo of the extremeo punishment, and recoives
from bis own child or fromn othors, if he asks thom, a statement of
the last ofence only. Ho naturally concludes that the teacher
is unreasonably sevoro, if not excessively unjust ; and unfortunate-
ly in too many cases he expresses his opinions in an emphatie
manner in the presence of his ohild. Sometimes indeed ho makes
known his sentiments in a highly dramatic manner beforo the
whole school. In either case the result muet be a loss of respect
for the toacher on the part of his pupils. Nor can the parent be
blamed for the difficulty, unless ho has-been promptly and faith-
fully notified of the proviius wrongdoings of his child, as they
accumulated. It is well that these notifications should be on
paper,and that they should bo returned to the teacher signed by the
parent, and kept for reference when necessary. If the pupil is
old enoughi, it is best that ho should write the note according to
directions given by the teacher. This will save time for the
teacher, and have a good effect on the pupil. Of course in most
cases such a note should be signed by the toacher, not the pupil.
Occasionally the communication may be from the child himseolf.

IT Is A MISTAKE TO STAND TOO NEAI THE CLAss.-In a well-ap-
pointed school the teacher bas a platform about a foot high, ex-
tending across the end of the room, from wbich he teaches. This
will give him a position from which he will be able to see every
pupil. If ho leaves it'and moves close ta the front row of pupils
ha cannot takze in the whole class with a single steady glauce.
Those nearest to him will be unseen by him, and they will moto-
over be unable to sec him. The results are loss of control by the
toacher, and loss of teaching by the pupils, as no papils can listen
long with profit to a teacher at whom thoy cannot look.

Whether in the school-room or in the yard, the teache-r should
always take such a position as toill enable him to see every pupil at
the same time. Ho should retain this position without fait when
"lining " or "drilling " in the yard.

THE LITTLE ONES.

"What shall I do with the little onces ?" is the exclamation of
nearly overy young teacher, at the close of the second week's work.
We promptly answer, "Keep them busy." "How?" is the universal
response. "How can I furnisi a variety of profitable employ.
ment for those restless 'little ones,' whose restlessness it would
be a sir. to repress, but vhich requires almost the wiedom of a
Solomon to direct and control 2" This is the point of failure or
success in primary instruction, and the one on which teachers,
young and old, fail oftener than succeed. To give our brief paper
a practical turn, we will avoid ganeralities, and name a few things
which the " little ones " can do profitably in the school-roon.

READING.

1. Print on slate letters copied from the blackboard, to be read
as a class exorcise.

2. Print on siate words copied from blackboard.
8. Print on slate letters copied from a text.book.
4. Print on slate words copied from a text-book.
5. Print on s!ate sentences copied from a tot-book.
6. Print on paper, with pencil, letters, words, or sentences,

from the blackboard or text-book.
SPELLING.

1. Arrange columns of words on slate, eacl word of which con-
amn a certain number of letters only, as two, .hree, four, five,
etc., copied Irom a text-bnok, to be road as a clase exercise.


