
Editorial Notes.

of high character and unimpeachablc honour,
from whom he can draw his advisory body,
appoint as Inspectors, and, in rotation, select
as examincrs. As far as practicable, the
Committcc should rcprcscnt the differcnt de-
partments of the teaching profession, but
it is an imperative necessity that it should be
conposed of men who vill command respect,
not only for their qualifications but for ticir
punctilious regard for fair and honourable
dcaling. There are two or threc members
of the prescnt Committce, wc may remark,
who may safely form the nucleus of a re-
organized body, but whcther or not, there
arc surcly, in connection with educational af-
fairs in the Province, men of more than ham-
mer and tongs qualifications, who possess the
instincts of gentlemen, and may be trusted
to conduct themselves as such-men whose
scholarship and teaching attainments arc
marked by breadth and tone, and who, in
their personal demeanour and contact with
their fellows arc untainted by Philistinism
and innocent of the arts of the showman.
Mr. Crooks's duty, at all events, is plain.
The cry has gone forth, in toncs that cannot
bc mistaken, that the people of the Province
will bave no more scandals in connection
with the Department of Education. If the
Minister wishes to escape the continued
vivisection to which the Press, irrespective
of party, has for the past two months sub-
jected him, he will speedily address himself
to te reorganization of his advisory body
and put himself unmistakably on record as
preferring fte highest and most permanent
interests of education to those which party
connection and office-inheritance have calam-
itously fastened upon him. Thus will be,
in the first place, restore an era of grateful
journalistic peace, in regard to a most for-
bidding subject, and in the second, save his
administration from becoming, unless the
just outcry against it be appeased, "a by-
word and a hissing in the land."

THE PRESS AND EDUCATIONAL
MATTERS.

IN the current criticism of the public jour-
nals, anent the unhappy subjects now up for

discussion connectcd with educational ad-
ministration, two gratifying facts have been
made apparent, viz., the hcarty intcrcst our
people take in cducational affairs, ad the
sincerc desire of the press to discuss mattcrs
appcrtaining thercto apart from politics.
Canadian jouxialism has, in regard to the dis-
cussion, riscn to the high watcr mark of abil.
ity and enterprise, and shewn in a marked
degrec how independent it can be of party
tramncls in the presence of a grave and im-
portant subjcct. The non-party press is of
course no Icss to be commended for the linc it
bas takcn on the question; and the criticism
of the Bystander, the Canadian Monfthly, and
the Toronto Telegram, bas been both help.
fui and sound. The Mail, from the carliest
outbreak of the discussion, has donc good
service, and is yet rendering it, with the ad-
mirable judgment, good taste, and intimate
knowledge of facts which of late years bas
signally characterizcd its writing on this and
kindred subjects. Outside of Toronto, both
questions-thatof the Central Committeennd
thatof the Universityappointments-have re-
ceived almost daily atttention from the press
of the two parties, and have been discussed
with intelligence nnd fairness, as well as with
a spirit not only gratifying to Canadian man-
liness and self-respect, but satisfactory to
every dispassionate and high-minded critic.
Of the criticism of the press of other centres
nothing could well be more outspoken, and
at the same time courteous and just, than
that which bas appeared in the leading jour-
nals of Hamilton, London, and other towns
in the Province. The 7imes of Hamilton,
and the Advertsser and Free Press of London,
have each dealt with the topic in a series of
articles that would do credit to the journal-
ism of any land, while the Stratford Beacon,
the Guelph Herald, the London Herald,
the Lindsay Post, the Galt Reformer, and the
Norfolk Re/ormer, have manifested a like
intelligent and laudable interest in the dis-
cussion. Other journals, which have not
come under our notice, we understand, have
also come forward with important utterances
on the subject, and we are perhaps not wrong
in saying that of the country press there are
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