
A STORMY DEBATE

moment of passion as to insult the Freru n Canadian
people by calling them "aliens and rebels." The
solicitor-general, Mr. Hume Blake,' who was Irish
by birth, and possessed a great power of invec-
tive, inveighed in severe terms against "the family
compact" as responsible for the rebellion, and de-
clared that the stigma of "rebels" applied with
complete force to the men who were then endeav-
ouring to prevent the passage of a bill which was
a simple act of justice to a large body of loyal
people. Sir Allan MacNab instantly became furious
and said that if Mr. Blake called him a rebel it was
simply a lie.

Then followed a scene of tumult, in which the
authority of the chair was disregarded, members
indulged in the most disorderly cries, and the
people in the galleries added to the excitement on
the floor by their hisses and shouts. The galleries
were cleared with the greatest difficulty, and a
hostile encounter between Sir Allan and Mr. Blake
was only prevented by the intervention of the
sergeant-at-arms, who took them into custody by
order of the House until they gave assurances that
they would proceed no further in the unseemly
dispute. When the debate was resumed on the
following day, LaFontaine brought it again to
the proper level of argument and reason, and

' The father of the Hon. Edward Blake, the eminent constitutional
lawyer, who occupied for many years a notable place in Canadian
politics, and is now (1902) a niember of the British House of Commons.


