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12 YOUNG LION OF THE WOODS.

impossible to remain there, protect the fort single-handed,
and carry on trading operations successfully.

One afternoon the Indians appeared before the fort in
numbers, threatening that if the place was not vacated at
once they would murder the occupants. They then made a
rush and got within the enclosure, and soon after retired.

Captain Godfrey had fortunately purchased from the
master of the vessel in which he brought his merchandize to
the fort, a small boat. The boat had been securely moored
at the island below the fort. )

The day following the assembling at the fort the savages
again appeared and attempted to steal the boat, and would
have done so had not Mrs. Godfrey succeeded in reaching
the shore in time to discharge a musket at the thieves.
The Red-skins pulled the boat to the spot where she stood,
but Mrs. Godfrey never moved from the position she had
taken. When the Indians were in the act of jumping on
shore she ordered them to take the boat back to the place
from whence they had loosed it. One of the Redskins, a
tall, muscular fellow, who could speak some English, asked
her if she would get into the boat and go with them. If so,
the boat would be taken back and made fast. She replied,
“I have no dcubt you are an honest man and would do no
injury to a weak, pale-faced woman, I will go with you.”
And as she said these words, she sprang into the boat and
sat down, resting the musket upon her knees.

The Indians paddled the boat back to the place whence

they had loosed it, and not one of them uttered a word.
After the boat had been made fast Mrs. Godfrey was




