
INTRODUCTION.

Lre olume what quickly strikes one is not only the fact that

to he poems are all of a higli order of merit, but that a

ELn rge ineasure of art and instinct enters into the compo-
he tion of each of them. As readily will it be recognized

Dn hat they are the product of a cultivated intellect, a bright,

Iss ancy, and a feeling heart. A iich, spiritual life breathes
11- roughout the work, and there are occasional manifesta-
in ions of fervid impulse and ardent feeling. Yet there is
àe o strainlng of expression in the poems, nor is there any

tt3il oose fluency of thoucrht. Throughout there is sustained
levation and lofty purpose. Her least work, moreover,

le s worthy of ýer, because it is always h onest w ork. With

:>e a quiet simplicity of style, there is at the same time a fine

[y command of language and an earnest beauty of thought.

)r The grace and melody of the versification, indeed, few
readers will fail to appreciate. Occasionally there are
echoes of other poets--Jean Inomelow and Mrs. Barrett
Browning, in the more subjective pieces, being oftenest

> r suggested. But there is a voice as well as an echo--the

n voice of a poet in her own ricrht. In an age so, bustling
and heedless as this, it were well sometimes to, stop and
listen to the voice. In its fine spiritualizations we shall

at least be soothed and may be bettered.
But I need not dwell on the vocation of poetry or

on the excellence of the poems here introduced. The
one is well, known to, the reader: the other may soon be.

Happily there is promise that Canada will ere long be


