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Every %dnesday at Bridgetown.
HENBY 8. PIPER, Proprietor.
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num, in advance ; if not paid within six
months, $2.00.

Advertising Rates.

One Incm.—First insertion, 50 cents;
every after insertion, 12§ cents ; one month,
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$2.00 ; six months, $3.50.

O~e Square, (two inches).—First inser
tion $1.00 ; each continuation, 25 cents ;
three months, $3.50 ; six months, 6.00 ;
twelve months $10.00.

Haur Conumy.—First insertion, $4.50 ;
each continuation, $1.00 ; ore month,
$7.00 ; two months, $11,00 ; three months,
14.00 ; six months, $20.00; twelve months,

$35.00.

A Coroxy.—First insertion, $8.00 ; each
continuation, $2.00; one month, $12.00 two
months, $18.00; three months, $25.00; six
months $40.00; twelve months, $70.00.

Yearly advertisements changed oftener
than once a month, will be charged 25 cents
extra per square for each additional alter-
ation.
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English Veterinary Surgeon
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JOHNSON'S _ANODYNE

For lnternnl and External U-o.
S—Neuralgia, Dipatheria, Cronp.Asth-
ma, Bronchitis, Influenza, Sore Lungs, Bleeding at
the Lungs, Chronic Hoarseness, Hacking Cough,
Whnopmg Cough,Chronic Rheumatism, Chronic
Diarrheea, Chronic Dysentery, Cholers Morbus,

Eldney Troubles, Diseases of the Spine and
e Back, Sold everywhere.

@The average daily circulation of
the Montreal FKvening Star is
12,1564, being considerable larger than
that of any other papers published in the
City. The average circulation of the
Evening Star in the City of Montreal is
10,200, exeeeding by 2,000 copies .a
day, that of any other paper. This excess
represents 2,000 families more than can
be reached by any other Journal. Its Cir-
culation is a living one, and is constantly
increasing. From the way in whieh the
Star has outstripped all competitors it is
manifestly
“THE PAPER OF THE PEOPLE.”

Dissolution of Co-Partership.

Noricr 13 AReR8Y GIveN that the Co-part-
pership hitherto existing under the name and
style of SANCTON & PIPER, Printers anc
Publishers, has this day been dissolved by
mautaal consent, the senior partner, Jxo. E.
S8axcrox, retiring from the late firm. The bu-
giness will in the future be conducted by
HENRY 8. PIPER, who assumes all liabilities
against and for the Iate firm.

JOHN E. SANCTON.
HENRY 8. PIPER.
Bridgetown, April 20th, 1879.

BUCKLEY'S ENGLISH & AMERICAN

BOOK STORE

So universally known for many years at 101
Granville Street, has taken a move to the up-
per and shady side of the same street. Re-
member, nearly opprmve the old stand.
BUCKLEY & ALLEN,
124 Granville St., Halifax, N. 8.
July 17th, 1878. nl3y

SEED
BARLEY!

HAVE in store 200 bushels

PRIME SEED BARLEY

which we will clear out at a

T.OW FIGURE.
Bessonett & Wilson.

~wNiddicten,-April 16¢h, 1879. 52tf

N, F. MARSHALL

GENERAL DEALER IN

Flour, meat, Molasses

SUCAR, TEA,

My T T, PISE,

"

' p& TERMS CASH.

Lumber, &e,, &c.

. 50,000 Superior pressed Briek,

[13

50,000 « common

enquire of Job T, MeCormick at Lower Mid-
dleton, or the subseriber,
B4y N. F. MARSHALL.

CARD.

N. H. Phinney,

INSTRUCTOR OF

Yocal and Instromental Music,

AND DFALER ;k

Kumcal Instruments,

Piano Stools,
Music Books, &e.

" Lawrencetown, April 7th, '79. S1f

Wmdsor & Anna,pohs Ralw ¥
Summer Arrangemen
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N. B.— Express Trains run daily and when
signalled, or w hen thero are-passengers to set
down,they will stop at Stations marked thus.*

Steamer Empress leaves St. John every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 8, a. m.,
for Annapolis, and returns every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saterday, on arrival of Express
Train.

International Steamers leave St. John
every Thureday at 8 a. m.., for Easpdrt, Port-
land and Boston.

St.John & Maine Railway trains leave St.
John at 7.45a. m. daily,for Bangor, Portland,
Boston, and all parts of the United States
and Canada.

Through tickets may be obtained at the
principal Stations.

P. INNES, Manager
Kentville, 27th June, '79.

STEAMER EMPRESS

A¥D THE
WINDSOR & ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY.

anmnn for Kentville, Wolfville, Windsor
and Halifax and intermediate stations,
taken at greatly reduced rates.

A careful agent in attendcnce at Warehouse,
Reed’s Point, between 7, a. m., and 6. v. m.,
daily, to receive Fre\ght

No freight received morning of sailing.

For Way Bill, rates ete., apply to

SMALL & HA HEWAY,

apls Agents, 39 Dock Street,

Three Trips a Week.

ST. JOHN TO HALIFAX !

Summer Arrangement.
S?’EA)IER ¢« EMPRESS.’

For Digby and Annapolis.

Connecting with the Windsor and An-
napolis Railway and Western Coun-
ties Railway for Kentville, Windsor,
Halifax, and intermediate Stations,
and with Stages for Yarmouth and
Liverpool, N.

Until further notice steamer Empress will
leave her wharf,Reed’s Point every MONDAY,
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY morning, at
8 o'clock, and return every TUESDAY,
THURSDAY and SATURDAY evening.

FARE-—8¢. John to Digby... — %
do do do Annapolis .00,

FARE:—8t. Johu 40 Halifax, 1et olass...$5.00

do do do 2nd class... 3.50
Return Tickete—8t, J ohn to Buifn.x and

return, 1st clage.. 7.50

R.B. HUM_PHBEY, Asu-r.‘
Union Line Office,
41 Dock street.
’79.

-

Aeaehes sassamaes

8t. John, N. B., July 3rd,

DENTISTRY

PR. JAMES PBIHIOHI’}.
mre-oe!pwn.

ECHANICAL and OPERATIVE DEN-
TISTRY promptly attended in all its

Hltf

‘hranches.

 Lawrencetown April Oth, "79.

Cloths and
Clothing,

~'A opecialily.

B. Starratt.

Paradise, July 7th, '79.

NOTICE.

LL PERSONS having any legal demands
against MRS, HANNAH FOSTER, de-
ceased, late of Bridgetown, in the County of
Annapolis, are hereby vequested w render
in their claims within six months from
the date hereof. All persons indebted to said
estate are requested to make immediate pay-
ment to DANIEL MUNRO.
Executor:
13it25

Bridgetown, July 3rd, 1879.

= Granville House.

Cranville Ferry.

1‘1“& Subscriber begs leave to inform the
Public that he is prepared to entertain
PERMANENT AND TRANSIENT BOARD-
ERS. Good Stabling attached.
J. H. RHODES,
Proprietor.
(‘mnnllc Ferry. Juno 14th 79, . 13 mn

John H. F’Nher

(late of Mechias, State of Maine.)

Merchant Tailor,
has removed to the st..re uuder
MASOINIO XX AT X
GRANVILLE STREET BRIDGETOWN

IS prepared to make all kinds of Clothing to
crder or from Cloth found.

Broadcloth,Doe Skins,Tweeds,
Tailor’s Trimmings, ete.,

in variety, now in Stock. No Delay. Prioces
Moderate. Latest Fashions.  First-class
Workmen. Garments WAKRRANTED TO
FIT.
Trrus :—Cash or approved erodit.
Bridgetown, May 28th '79 52ly

35 PER CENT!!

AB 35 per cent is now the duty imposed on
American Furniture, the Subseriber
wishes to inform the public generally that

HE DOES NOT INTEND

raising the pricesof his FURNITURE, as wsy
be «een in his list below ; but intends making

Still further Reduction,

as he hopes his Sales will inorease under the
New Tariff. He has his FACTORY fitted u
with the MOST IMPROVED MACHINERY,
and is running full time. He also intends
adding to his now large STOCK, aad can offer
better inducements to Customers.

PARLOR FURNITURE, in Suits,
from $60.00 to $120.00.

BEDROOM SUITS, in Pine, from
$25.00 to $40.00. A good sait for $28.00.

SOFAS, $19.00 to $24.00.

WALNUT CHAIRS, $3.50 to $6.00,

CENTRE TABLES, in solid Waluut,
$8.00 to $10.00.

OCOENTRE TABLES, in Marble Tops,
$14.00 to $16.00.

BEDSTEADS, $2.50 to 3.00.

WASH STANDS, $1.00 to $1.25.

Please call and examine my STOCK, and
you will find as good an assortment as is gen-
erally kept in large Cities, and as times are
hard I will sell at Prices that will DEFY
COMPETITION.

JOHN B. REED.

Bridgetown, April 2ud, 1879. 50tf

FURNITURE!

HE subseriber wishes to inform his eusio-
mers and the public in general that he
has in his warerooms a choice lot of

PARLOR FURNITURE

in all the Latest Btyles, which he offers

In Sufts, from 7 848 to 880
Sofns, from H 3 ] 19 te 22
italian Marbie Top Tables,

froms $6.50 to $16.00
al nat Tables, from 8.00 to 10.50

Marble Top Walnut Bedroom
Suites,

LOUNGES, RECLINING CHAIRS,
Patent Rockers, Easy Chairs,
SIDE BOARDS,

CANE SEAT CHAIR , MIRRORS, &€.

alk of which will be sold low.

Underaking 0 all it bramhes
JOHN Z. BENT.

Bridgetown, April 9th, '79 514

C. T. Bohaker,

Barrister & Att'y-at-Law,
Qonveyanoer, Notary Public, &o.,

has opened a new office in the store now oocu-
pied by E. H. Phinney, Esq., at Middleton
orner, where he will promptly attend to all
kinds of legal buginess.

1y

Middleton, March 1st '79.
A MONTH guaranteed. $12 a
day at home made by the indus-
trious. - Capital not required; we
will start you. Men,women,boys

and girls make money faster at work for us

thag at anything else. The work is light and
plessant, and such as any one ean do right at.

Those who are wise who see this notice will

send us their nddresses at once and see for

themselves. Cmtl Outfit and terms free

Now is the time. bt;e al

laying up large 5 of moudy. Am-

m - ‘TRUE & CO, Angusta, Maine.

e e

Look Here,v Look Here ||
S. N. Fallesen’s

P = 18 THE

CHEAPEST
PILLACHEK

==TO0 BUY

Y our Clothes.
A Perfect Fit Guaranteed.

Just Received from Montreal :
A large Lot of

CLOTIEIS,

which will be sold at the lowest prices. Call
and inspect Goods before purchasing
elsewhere.

8. N. Fallesen,
Merchant Tailor, Water St,
Bridgetown, July 6, 'T9.

Please Give Us A Call.

THE SUBSCRIBER has purchased the pre-

mises, lagely occupied by Geo. W. Wade

as a hotel, and has thoroughly fitted it up for
the accomodatien of

Permanent - and Transient Boarders.
Rates Reasomnable. Good Stabling.

The subscriber has also opened a Firgte
Class Meat Market, aod is prepar-
ed to supply all who may *favor him with
a call with fresh Beef, Lamb, Veal, Ham, &c.
A MEAT WAGGON will be sent to Lawrence-
town on TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS, and to
Round Hill on WEDNESDAYS calling at all
residences on the road.
ANSLEY FOSTER
Bfidgetown, June 11th, *79. 8tf

Bridgetown Jewelry Store

ESTABLISHED IN 1859,

AVING sold out my interest in the
Monitor Office and fitted upthe SHOP
next door to Murdoch & Co., for a

Watchmaking and Jewelry Store,

I intend devoting my whole

TIME AND ATTENTION

to the Jewelry business

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES,

and have now on hand a large stock of

Watc aes, Olocks,
Spoons, Fo! ks
Cake Baskets, Butter Dishes,
Oall Bells, Brooches,
BEar Rlngs, Sets Jewelry,
Finger Rings, Napkin Rings,
&o. &o.

These goods have been bought in the very
’| best market and are selling at lew-r prices
than ever before offered.

JOHN E. SANCTON.

Bridgetown.
N. B.—WATCHES, CLOCKS and JEWEL~
RY, repaired at short notice. All work WAR-

MEAT! MEAT!!

THOS.J. EAGLESON.

HE SUBSCRIBFR is always prepared to

supply
FRESH LAMB, BEEF AND VEAL
He will, with his meat-

at reasonable rates.
cart, eall at the different residences of the
people in the town and vicinity. Any who do
not receive a personal ocall will always find
Meat for Sale at Murdoch & Co’s. Store.

Thos. J. Eagleson.
Bridgetown, July 9th, 79, 14it37

A great business is geing on this
year in the xmportutxon of iron from
Afnca for uee in American manufac-
tories. The Philadelphia Times says
that the great reason for preferring
African iron to native ore is, of course
its cheapness, but it has 'the further
advantage of being remarkably free
from phosphorus. This ore has been
imported to some extent for two or
three years, but never in -such quanti-
ties a8 now—one authority estimating
that two hundred thousand tons will
be shipped to New York this yedr, and
half as much to Philadelphia, the latter
for use at the iron works Bethlehem
and Johnston and by the Pennsylvania
Steel Company. Another notable fea.
ture in the iron trade is the importa-
tion of Bessemer pig, of which forty-
five thousand tons are known to be
under contract for the United -States.
There have been no importations of
this sort before since 1873, and
the fact that they are starting up again
now furnishes another illustratian of
the improvement in business.
AR 7, R IR
Evogrxous Exrorrs vroM NEw Yorx
—New York in one week, has export-
ed nearly $10,000,000 worth of goods,
mainly agricultural produce, and in-
cluding the following :—*
86,882 barrels wheat flour, 3,499,901
bushels wheat, 108,809 bushels rye,
831,653 bushels corn, 17,349 bales cot
ton 2,599 bales hops, 8, 261 ,682 gallons
Eetroleum.'l&w barrels pork 1,646
arrels beef, 747 tierces beef, 7,927 ,586
pounds out meats, 752,008 pounds but-
ter ,3,042,215 pounds cheese, 4,062,701
lard, I, 257,475 pounds tallow,
,464 hogsheds tobncoo. and 127876
pmdl manufactured tobacco.

Pootry.

The Church at the Cross-Roads

There it stands, as of old, where the gray
roads cross,

The meeting-house of my boyhood’s days,

Half-rnined now, and at seeming loss

For the vanished hours of love and praise,

When the teams were tied to the elm-tree
poles,

And there came, in couples and house-
hold bands,

The congregations of simple souls.

As if beckoned thither by ghostly hands.

I remember the preacher with form low-

bent,
With his beautiful éyes and snow-white
hair,
The wave of his hand so eloquent,
And his saintly smile, like a voiceless
prayer ;
I remember the sexton, who used to mase
So silent-footed along the aisles ;
The slow throngs settling among the pews;
The whispered groetings, the nods and
smiles.
I remember the old hymns, dear to the
heart,
Like songful sowing of kindly seed ;
The simple sermons, devoid of art,
Upon Christian  duties and Christian
needs ;
I remember the bridals and christening,
When smiling faces were everywhere,
And funeral rites, when invisible wings
Seemed rustling amid the words of
prayer.

I remember, too, when the lads took pains
To slip apart from the homeward tide,
Aund then loiter on tbrough the sleepy

lanes
Wlth tha modest belles of the country-

And hov oddly the talk from the service
drew
To themes less solem n but quite as sweet,
And the gateway parting, or soft adieu,
With downcast eyes in the vlilage street.

I remember all, nor with eyes quite dry,

Nor with breast unburdened with doubts
and fears,

As here by the church at the cross-roads I
Stand once again after many years,

For it scems to silently question me
Of my wanderings since I left its fold,

And I look beyound it, and almost see

The veil from my future life unrolled.

Select Literature.
A Wilful Woman.

‘If you don't take compession on such
a devoted lover, and one who is 8o good
and worthy of you as Mr. Crichton, all I
can say is this, said Mrs. Hinxman, with
much emphasis, as if she were leading up
to a crushing crisis, ‘I shall have no
patience with you, and shall think you are
acting very foolishly.’

The person addressed gave a little laugh,
which sounded uncouvincgd, slthough for
the last balf hour she had beén assailed by
arguments on the above‘lubject, some &
good deal off the line of application, others
undeniably true.

¢ Yes, you may laugh,’ said Mrs, Hinx-
man, resuming the charge after a mo-
ment’'s pause, ‘but I can tell you one
thing ; this life you are leading is by no
means improving. I do not say it has
hurt you yet, although goodness knows
the heads of many would bhave been turn-
ed by all the admiration and running after
you have bhad. But what is to become of
it all ? that is what I look to. It can not
last forever, and it will be a wonder if you
are not spoiled for a married life,ora
single one either, soon. Now, as Mr.
Crichton’s wife—'

‘It has pot been proved yet that Mr.
Crichton desires {o have me at all in that
capacity,’ said Miss Graham, with another
little Jaugh. ¢ And if it were, my own
inclination goes for something in the mat-
ter, I suppose.’

¢ Your own inclination ought to be for
what is good for you,’ said Mrs. Hinxman,
sententiously.

¢ Sarsaparilla ? brimstone and  treacle ?
What is it you give your children in the
spring. Emily, especially the naughty
ones ?,

¢ Yes, that is just what you are like—a
very naughty child—and you ought to
know better at your age. And so, I hope,
you will; concluded Mrs. Hinxman, shak-
ing her head at her friend, a8 she rose
from her writing table.

Friends tried and true they were, since
their school fellow days, some dosen years
ago. Mrs. Hinxman had soon married
and settled down to household cares and
periodical babies. Alberta Graham, beau-
tiful, clever, and attractive in all ways,
had, on the contrary, taken her full pleas-
ure out of life, and now at thirty was
bettee-looking  than she had been at
twenty. and, what was to be expected,
considerably more wilful. Like the Lady
of the Lea, she had objected to the thral-
dom of marriage, although, like thatill-
fated dame, she had had almost unnum-
bered suitors. Whether her heart had
been always as untouched as had appeared
it would be impertinent here to enquire,

‘Isince the matter has nothing to do with

the present history. - If one might hazard
a conjecture, it probably had not, being
warm by nature, however much being
kept in check by strength of will,

About a month ago she had come on a
visit to her friend, Emily Hinxman, who
lived in a pretty country house in the
heart of rural solitudesin the west of
England. Welsh hills formed the borizon
at one side, but here the land was rather

Jeertl and

rising' here and there, and lon;
ith May's

meadows that now were

own sweet greenery, , many intersect-

——— s e

ing lanes and dells and hedges were white'
with blossom, and feathery with bloom,
and ¢ fair, quiet, and sweet rest' seemed
capable of being found here, if anywhere
on earth. Mr. Hinxman was nat a parti-
cularly rich man, but he hunted, shot,
fished, coursed, and farmed at their vari-
ous seasons and was calmly contented with
hiz good little wife and pretty children,
and what can country gentleman want
more ? In good truth, he envied no man
living, and, if he did not rave at his good
fortune, did perhaps a wiser thing in en-
joying it practically, without too much
endangering thought as to its component
parts.

For Fidus Achates he had a near neigh-
bor—no other than the Mr. Crichton so
much remembered to Miss Graham by her
friend Emily. Mr. Crichton’s house was
larger than Mr. Hinxman’s, his property
more extensive, and his income more de-
sirable ; and Mrs. Hinxman had not been
wrong in praising him, or in taking his in-
tentions for granted. Her only error in
the matter lay in supposing that Nature,
who never mistakes our capabilities, had
ever intended her for a match-maker.
With a very truthtul turn of character,
vehement sincerity of manner that bor-
dered upon bluntness, and a disregard of
caution and tact that would bave been the
despair of a diplomatist, she yet had en-
tered without misgiving on this her maid-
en field of action. Moreover, her warm
little heart being much interested in the
result, she was now a good deal heated and
discomfited that Alberta could not be
brought to own the right amount of inter-
est in the much.praised Mr. Crichton,
Alas! it was with this very much-praise
Mrs. Hinxman had defeated her own
ends. Had she been endowed in the small-
est degree with punetration of character,
she must have seen that to urge Alberta to
the match, to praise and be forever bring-
ing up Mr. Crichton’s virtues, to throw
the pair together too obviously, and point
out the advantages of the union in every
moment of privacy, was precisely the way
to set her wilful friend against it. Happily,
however, it had not shaken the friends in
their affection for each other.

As Mrs. Hinxman prepared to leave the
room, she said, ¢ There ! I shall have you
vow to meditate on my good advice, and
Migs Graham, rising oo, opened & g lass
door leading out on to a balcony.

The morning sun had kissed and warm-
ed it, leaving it happy for the day, al-
though steeped in shadow ; and Alberta,
locking out from it into $he fair sunshi ne
dappling all the country -side spread wide
before her eyes, took in the blent perf ume
of aromatic leaf and sweet flowers with
half- fous appr Mr. Crich-
ton bad walked over to breakfast with
them on the plea of a matter to talk over
with Mr. Hinxman, which would have
kept a month without injury to any living
mortal, and now the pair were together in
some of their usual haunts ahout the place.

Alberta sat down on the balcony, doing
for once exactly as hier friend had advised
her—thinking over her advice. There
had been some truth in it, beyond a doubt.
Conscience, on being appealed to, replied
to Alberta that it was possible evenshe
was getting a little apoiled by the life she
was leading, a little too depeudent on the
homage and flattery, even though she
might laugh at them ; a little too confident
of her conquests, a little too callous to-
ward the heart she made to suffer. 8he
had honestly tried to steer clear of these
shoals, but too much prosperity and pleas
sure are not less dangerous now than
Zschylus esteemed them in his day. Then
this quiet, settled life, so full of its own
calm duties, giving leisure to cultivate the
best and noblest part of the natures alike
of men and women, had grown upon
Alberta more than she had been prepared
for. The very mountains on the horizon
bad become dear, and the country had
something pf briery wildness and sweet
freedom about it that her own home, situ-
ated in one of the trim flower-garden
countries, seemed to lack.

But did she care for Mr. Cricbton?
That was the very thing she had been ask-
ing herself for days without getting any
settled answer. ¢ And if I love him I
should not be in doubt, said Alberta to
herself.

What she did know was that she did not
want to love him. It would be so ridicu-
lous, such a tame ending to a career that
had really bhad brilliancy and prestige
about it ; & bueolic wooing—love among
the buttercups? Why, her fatker bad said
to her almost with his parting kiss, ¢ Now,
of course that neighbor of Hinxman's will
fall in love with you, and I dare say we
shall have you settling down after all as
an Arcadian shepherdhess.’ And she
would so like to go back and say to him,
‘Mere I am ! no Arcadian shepherdess
after all—only your own old torment back
again.’

Then Emily had, of course,shown every
card in her hand the very first evening of
Alberta’s arrival, and Mr. Crichton, al-
though really unconsciousf the plot, had
followed her lead from the beginning. It
would be so dreadfully prosaic to fall jn¢
like & raw &chool-girl to such paipabie
scheming,@nd say.a ready ‘Yes' to the
first « Willyyou? Alberta felt inclined to
be as prowekingly impractible as the horse
that «cénds still until the groom is close

iation.

flat than otherwise, with: billowy mounde{t him, only to show him, at the last mo-

ment, a clean pair of heels as he puts the
field again Letween them.
Well, if she did not love him, that was

fhe easy courseto pursue, and disappoint
them all. I¥, ondhe other band, she did
love him, she ¢ould quite fancy, like one
who finds freedom in restraint and liberty
in law, how the tame ending might unfold
a piquancy and grace passing the romance
of novel-writer or poet. She sat dreaming
of it for a few moments, looking at the
May wilderness before her with -a -strange
feeling at her heart, and then she thought,
what if she eyer came to deem thosemoun-
tain'barriets prison walls? if the quiet
country lifée became commonplace .and
dull? and if she bad not enough love for
‘Mr. Crichton to sustain her through the
three hundrod and sixty-five breakfasts to
be faced together yearly, which some one
warps us to bear in mind with our ideal
view of matrimony ?

The glass door suddenly opened, and
Mr. Crichton himself, with his mission
written on his face, asked permission
join her on the balcony. If Mr. Orich-
ton's face betrayed his mission, he bhad
come there quite prepared to follow up the
mute appeal by word of mouth. ¢Emily
has sent him on purpose, thought Alber-
ta, but she was wrong, for he had himself
espied her from afar, and closed with the
opportunity there and then. They were
quiet and undeniable alone, all except a
doll, left by one of the children in a cor-
fer of the balcony, which stared at them
in unblinking astonishment. He went to
the point at once, with a directness that
made Alberta’s fencing somewbat difficult,
and with the eloquence which a manly na-
ture thoroughly in earnest seldom fails to
find.

He was some ten years older than Alber-
ta, and nothing very wonderful perhaps,
neither tall a8 a dragon, handsome as
Apollo, nor witty as a Horatius Flaccus.
But any physiognomist would have said at
a glance his face was a good one, the eye
and smile most notably so, and one might
well believe that to the woman who loved
him, he would be, in life or death, worthy
of her devotion. Something of this was
in Alberta’s mind ; but was she the wo-
man to whom Mr. Crichton would be all
in all ? It was very important to be sure
of that.

He was saying, ¢ This cannot be a sur-
prise to you, for I have let you see my in-
tentions plainly, and Mrs, Hinxman too.

¢I do not say it -is: wholly a surprise,’
said Alberta, who had been zigzagging, so
to speak, in her replies ; as soon as she
uneared one dangerous extreme, rushing off
in the opposite direction and then da capo.
A word of contradiction even from the
doll, if it could bave been spoken, might
have made acceptance easy and attractive ;
without it, it was flat and tame ; besides,
was she not in doubt whether she loved
him ? She grew petulant from her wuncer-
tainty.

‘Then surely you can give me am an.
swer,’ said he ; ¢ there car be no difficulty
in that.’

‘None, of course,’ replied Alberta, hast-
ily ; ¢ and one thing it is my right to say
—1I will not be bothered and worried and
persecuted about & thing that is entirely
my own concern.'

¢ Never by me,’ said Mr. Crichton, the
smile of a moment ago changing tosudden
gravity ; ¢if I am to understand that vou
look upon my attentions in' that light. I
love you far too well to give you a mo-
ment's pain. Do you mean that that is
your answer ?’

Now Alberta’s petulance had been, in
reality, against Emily and her own inde-
cision, but like & pawn at chess, she counld
not go back. Since, with a man’s dense
stupidity, he had chosen to suggest her
answer, he should even have it so.

¢ Yés, that is my answer,’ said Alberta
with y veh ,‘and T pars
ticularly beg I may hear no more upon the
subject.’
¢ That you shall not, be sure. God help
me to bear this as best I may I
There was something so simple and
maaly in the words, 50 earnest in the tone
and the look he gave that the coldest heart
might have been stirred. At this joyful
moment the luncheon bell clanged out,
and Mrs. Hinxman, opening the glass
door, exclaimed :
¢ Oh, here you are still { Come along, if
you are ready.’

Thereby giving fresh evidences of her
fitness for matchsmaking.

The governess and children, with Mr.
Hinxman, awaited them in the dining-
room, and the meal was got through with
the usual amount of conversation. Not
that Alberta helped it much ; a daugerous
inclination to cry seemed to threaten her
accustomed self-possession : but she had
nothing to complain of in Mr. Crichton. He
covered her silence, and brought the
children to the surface of the talk—an in-
fallibly successful ruse where parents are
concerned. Then with an easy transition
from the subject of toys :

¢ That's right, said he: you baye spo-
ken just in time—tambourine, gun, doll,
drum and taffy. I am geiag up to Lon-
don this very aftersoon. Has amy one

else got cow s for me?'
An ,e=Clamation of surprise from Mr.

mmxman, who kept discreetly out of plots
and domestic asides ; a reproachful glance
from Emily to Alberta. But Mr. Crichton
was equal to the occassion ,and had reasons
ready-made for change of plans, or anglit
besides, Only; as be held the door open
for the ladies to pass out, in wishing good-
by o Alberta, he had a certain grave em-
phasis on the parting word, that conveyed

(Concluded on- last page.)




