ing development ‘of “the_interior of the
country with seaports nearest Europe on
one side and China and Japan on the
other. The argument must be regarded
from the standpoint - of -the Dominion.
British Golumbia cannot say: - **We want
this'or that thing; and-our distance from

\ransportation facilities and thie increas- |1

the repeal of duties on it

the United States to be made
subsidies are unknown i

‘the - Canadian source of production |®

is so great that we ‘buy at a
disadvantage, because < we ecould get
it - so' much cheaper from . San
Franoisco or-Oregon.  The per contra of
that arguntent is: ' You are paid for that
disadvantage by the benefits you derive
from the expenditures in your province
of moneys raised by the” taxation of ‘the
other provinces, which expenditures are
not only giving you the- opportunities of
foreign -business and trade, your dry dock
and yeur railroads, for instance, but also
_opening the internal market of the con-
tinent, three thousand miles across, for
your fruits, your fisheries, your cattle,
and other industries. .- Of your own
means, half a century would have elapsed,
before you could otherwise have obtained
. either the one or the other. New Bruns-
wick or Nova’ Scotia must not look at the
question from the limited view of a sec-
tion and complain that they are mot as
prosperous as they expected to be under
confederation, and so are prepared for the
change. Until fifteen or twenty years ago
New Brunswick had. but one inlet and
outlet, St. John, - Now there are a dozen
places where, beeause of railways and im-
proved commmunication, goods are import-
ed and exported. Large towns like Monc-
ton have grown wup, all . competitors
for business. St. Jobn ruled the country.
Now that rule is “shared by other parts.
The guestion is, has New Brunswick as a
whole "benefited ?. Of Nova Scetia the
same may be said, Halifax and Yarmouth
once being the controlling forces. Were
the provincial incomes and- expenditures
of the two ‘provinces derived from- local
and Dominion sources generally examin-
ed, with the assessed value of property in
each -at the time of confederation and
the present day, there would be found a
marked increase of the whole in material
presperity. From this point of view, as
even with the provinces themselves, we
must look at the whole and  not the parts
only, still more 8o ought we to enforce the
rule of applying the question to the whole
Dominion.: Canada has become the most
abundant grain-producing - country in the
world, with unlimited area and unsur-
passed fertility of soil; rich in cattle,
sheep and “horses, and geod pasturage.
‘The export of flour in the early days made
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Baltimore what they are to-day, and  yet
it is proposed, when the same means are
ours and the same courses to
follow; to tie -our hands and place
ourselyes in the . clutches of those
who “want to keep up those cities,
and not our own. Even from the most
mercenary standpoint of all, the acquisi-
tion of money, Commercial Union ¢annot
succeed. The United States and Canada
have exactly the same productions.  We
do not want theirs, nor they ours, for
each has énough and an excess to export.
For home consumption it ‘would reduce
the - value in both, but'in case of export,
it would be beneficial to have the trans-
portation expenditures in transit, and the
disbursements at the port ot embarkation.
This must necessarily go to the United
States since, not to mention their more
open_ ports, the country having the
power to impose the duty on the return
foreign trade can so legislate as to secure
it. England holds out to Canada a market
for her flour, cattle and horses. There
seems to be a drift on the part of the
Mother Country to diseriminate in favor
of Canada and Australia. The United
States will not admit English goods to the
detriment of her own. We do not pro-
duce many- of the things England does
and for these we could exchange our flour,
cattle and herses. Under Oommercial
Union, however, the United States would
imposeé such duties on the importation as
. would give her ‘the advantage. The
United States might demahd legislation
with reference to a foreign power which
would b8 injurious to Canada, but the
latter would be obliged to acquiesce.
Canada should seek out the countries that
want what she produces. The greater the
demand shall prove, the greater will be the
stimulus to her productions.  As the fol
lowing remarks are of particular interest
to our provincial readers we quote them
in full:

‘*Apart from the admitted reputation of
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories,
British Columbia possesses agricultural re-
sources not to be disregarded. It has been
called ‘‘a sea of mountains.” The forma-
tion which justifies'the expression makes
the valleys exceptionally fertile. The delta
of the Fraser alone affords room for an
unlgmiged mﬁlﬁer of bfamtr;‘ers. The ded-

its brow, own i
:I:g:nmn ﬁogda are year si)y y:“sgnng din
and widening the delta at
of the river, until, like fhe
the Mississippi, its richness

C be outlined,
new line of -

the Quebec Conference madé evident.
As to-a readjustment of the tariff by which

other countries, those articles’ are already
sufficiently weighed ‘down and other arti-
cles could not be found in the world, nu-
merous or productive enough, to raise the
$4,182,525.91 in duties. It follews that:

whole, each province having control of its
own affairs. In no country is there greater
freedom  of action. Under Commercial
Union the Congress of the United - States
would rule and .we would not have an
atom  of influence &t Washington, - If
Commercial Union were carried the whole
structure of the Canadian government, as
4 self-governing people, ‘would collapse.
Canada would simply become an- out-
lying dependency .of the United States,
not even one of its territories,—not even
an Alaska, which has at t 3 custom-
house and an itinerant geizer, In
closing "this branch - of  his subject the
learned writer says:

‘It is difficult in the fuce of a proposi-
tion to cut your own throat, to tie your
own hands and feet, and deliver yourself
beund and manacled to anether to do with
vou as he pleases, to determine calmly on

the sanity or inganiby.of the propesed
measure. It is equally difficult to sup-
pose that men ~of standing " and intelE»
gence, whom, each and all, we must credit
with good motives, have not some reasons
deserving of serious consideration, when

tion.”

With the second portion of Judge
Gray’s most interesting and soundly logi-
cal article we propose to:dealin afew
words, a8 it congists mainly of the reasons
given by the Commercial Union advocates;
which he only reproduces to show their

even common ordinary  sense. ~Speaking
of an article of Prof. Goldwin Smith’s his
criticism - is brief and pointed. He says:
“Itis difficult to find: the salient point.

His position in general terms is this:

Contiguity of country and identity of race
intend you to'be one. It is unnecessary
to. reason on the point.”  Myr. Erastus
‘Wiman's speech from the United States
poiut of view before the New York Board
of Trade appears in full and in his'glow-
ing thoughts, as the sun lingered on the
walls of Jericho that the children of Israel
might become a great people, so that
beneficent luminary day by day stays
his daily course to ripen the harvests of
Canada, and make her people great.
Surely this greatness oughs to be for her
own people; but he points out that it

States, and that to that end and for that
purpose Canada should unselfishly. close
her gates to all the other nations of the
earth ! The Ontario farmers, whom*Mr.
Wiman addressed during the past sum=
mer, are simply told—not reasoned with—
““Accept Commercial Union with the
United States and you will find a heaven
on earth.” Judge Gray holds that *‘‘the
duties in the United States on Canadian
goods do not affect the sales to that rich
and liberal people if they want the article,
but-the duties on American goods coming
into Canada do affect the sales in Janada
—and this is what some people in Cahada
want changed. What is now asked : of
those people is to show—‘all round'—
that the change will be beneficial to
Capada.” It would seem to be assumed
by the writers that Canada was panting to
be absorbed, and that the - reluctance
was on the part of the United States to
swallow. Judge Gray thinks that the
proper conclusion at this present time is
that the United States a8 a nation is ut-
terly indifferent to the movement, and is
sufficiently occupiéd and: contented with
her own affairs and prosperity not to
trouble herself about it,—and thatin
Canada the majority of the . people have
such confidence in their future, and are
so well satisfied with thein own quiet,
steady progress and development, that
they decidedly object to being absorbed.
It is evident that the general observa-
tions of Mr. Wiman show plainly that
the tendency of Commercial Union will
be in the line of political annexation—
it might be called the ‘‘cloven foot.”
The: Commercial Union proposition did
not originate, nor is it sanctioned by,
the government of the United States
or Canada; its rejection does not imply
nor does it indicate ill-feeling of the one
towards the other; on the contrary, itis
oconsistent with the utmost good will. Says
Judge Gray, in summing up:

ag follows:

Fir:lt‘;,—-f‘ da, by ©
with the United States, is to gain a -
sibls market for her pmducg:-;dml;"?
fadbures, under the disadvantage of a
competition of 12 to 1, and a'h

the amount could be put on articles frony

Canada is under Confederation a united-

they come forward - with - such a proposi-

lack of argument and in many cases of

should be for the people of the United

¢“Briefly summarized, the position stands

the Dominion and the gene

a8 to provincial subsidies and departures
from the provisions of the cornstitutional
act, the British Nerth America Act, 1867.

8. To lose all control of the couritry as
Canada, and to hand it over practically if
- net in name to the United States, to be-
come an actual if not a nominal depend-
ency of that country. "

Upon Canada r ests the responsibility of
action.  ‘Such an unien is not essential te
the United _States.  Only ‘‘some  fiery,
English-hating politicians in the United
States” would rejoice in the success of
the movement since” it . would -humiliate
England and ensure the loss of her great-
est colony in'a few years, for that would
be the inevitable result. . It would be
absurd to suppose that England could re-
tain as part of her empire a colony that
legislated dead against her, taxed her pro-
ductionsand at the same time admitted
free her greatest rival's productionsand
forwarded that rival’s interests to the
detriment of her own.  ‘No true Cana-
dian,” says Judge Gray, “would hold so
degraded a position or advance so dishon-
orable a proposition, If Canada wants to
do that, let her openly separate. from the
empire. England would not lift: a forcible
hand to prevent it, if satisfied that Canada
believed and declared itto be her interestto
separate. There is no necessity to be de-
ceitful,—the Americans themselves have
& contempt for a deceitful people; their
independence was openly and fairly won.
It must be therefore clearly and distinetly
understood that the responsibility of ae-
cepting or rejecting the measure of Com-
mercial Union -rests -with Canada, and
with Canada alone.  England hasndthing
to do. with it, and it will be found, when
1 submitted to the people of Cansdy, if ever
submitted,” that it will be rejected by
ninety-nine out of every hundred.”
It is very apparent that Judge Gray has
not exhausted the question and we shall
be much surprised if something further
from “his ‘able pen does not appear very
soon. 1t is from the mind of such a man,
who has been a legislator for so many
years ‘and the greater part of whose life
has' been bound up with the history of
Canada, nuw removed from the en-
tanglements - of public life, whence he
can dispassionately view the seene, that
honest and reasonable views may fairly be

idered as nafing, when he feels
it his duty, in 8 great crisis, to enlighten
his ‘fellows.  All men ‘should interest
themselves in the questions which agitate
the  country in which they live; nowhers
-can they geta mere succinct, logical, well-
written view of the true inwardness of the
‘Qommercial Union’ question thanfrom the
| Hon. Mr. Justice Gray’s article which cen-
siderations of time and space have pre-
vented our giving that ample justice to
which we believe it eminently entitled.
If it has the effect, as we believe it will,
of guiding the thoughts of the people
in the dirvection of a closer union with
Great Britain and in opposition to the fu-
tile scheme of Commercial Union, it will
amply have recompensed the learned
writer for the labor which it must have
caused him.
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swering.my question with reference to the
B. 0. municipalities has opened a field, I
think, for discussion. = Through a typo-
graphieal error nodoubt; you have me as
‘A Tourist”—this was 16t quite correct—
for I 'was'a Querist, and signed my ques-
tion such:. My reason for -pntting myself
right on ‘this point, is that your readers
would, and naturally so, wonder what'a
tourist would-want such information for.
I am a regident of British Columbia and
have been for a number of yeas, and
when anything, in my mind, comes be-
fore me that would be of mutual benefit
to the province, I like to give the province
full benefit of it, even though my efforts
on any one subject may be feebly attempt-
ed

As_ 1 previously stated your answer
to my question has opened a field for
some discussion. In the first place, why
are such places as Kamloops, Barkeryille,
Revelstoke, Donald, Okanagon, Spallum-
cheen, Clinton, etc., not incorporated and
have their own affairs conducted by their
private citizens ? Do they think that all
their interests and affairs can be conducted
by the local legislature? I do not cast
any reflection on that worthy body of ad-
vancement and p but they have
plenty of business to transact, even were
the different places represented by a reeve
and councillers. My candid opinion is
that the residents of the -several places
befere mentioned are lying in a state of
¢oma, and should be roi up aud make
an advancement. that would ev'entunll&

-place this proyince of ours on a par -wif

behind the times. ; :

True it is that our fair province is
sparsley settled, but"we will always re-
main so if the residents do net take such
steps individually, as well as collectively,
tomthatwego_aheu’l,utbgo“ r
inces i Deminion have. -

s mA -
i ops is ing a move in_

trust that their efforts will be brought to'a

Yo Tk, A

To T Epitor—Yeur kindmess in an . nos'nf young Toss e Mot
milton. Brown, his partner in thejwould
wholesale clothing business, has called a jeise
meeting of creditors. Brown says the'di~1
ficulties are attributable to losses hyARose:

our other sister proyinces. Don’t be away |

- restared.” ‘The

the

every: )

such: S

interests for Imperial pu

serve personal ends. e newspape
the Capital style the reported. sett

the “drain ,legdmg
telegraphied versions of the settle-

| as & complete surrender to Bayard of Can-

ada’s interests. ‘ ’ :

An Ottawa dispatch « says :* Admiral
Heneage, who has assumed command of
the British fleet on the Pacific, in his re-
port to the British government, draws at-

of the squadron on the Pacific cosst, and
&8 a result is is reported that the Imperi-

al is said to be a. hot-headed old sailor,

over.

QUEBEC.
vinced age of 86 years.
The residence of Amede Baron, at St.
will be about $1,000.

isters will probably attend.

Xavier Jean, has been acquitted.
prisoners from Montreal.

obliged to ask for an’ extension.

township.

ready destroyed,
Hon. Mr. McSh:

ter his re-election.

the defaleation occurred through neglig
ence of the directors.

path of recitude was given at Montrea

remarkably well connected, was sent tc

his employers,

thus placing three more s
Mercier’s ‘disposal 3

The death 18 announced 6f “Taeut. Col.
Ibbottson; commander of {hie=B3rd ~bat-
i g Sher-

Eon

talion. and. immigration
broke. In politi hq,lge;_:‘v#

servative and dur

chamber of com

Government 6 apg ©0
manage the St. L%w ceand
treal’a free port: ‘This would
whole Dominien the benefit ‘of
rates on imports. - 3 By

The liabilities are about $35,000:"

tion thereat.

month.

The case for the disqualification of the

Hon. James McShane in connection with
the Laprairie election -case opened oun
Monday.

principal witnesses for the prosecution
was not to be found. : :
Bergeau & Heron’s coffee mills and th

,-were burned. Owing
extreme
i and - a high wind,

tention to the imefficiency aud weakness

al government -has decided to add several
vessels to the Admiral's command. His
orders for the coming season  include a
sharp lookout to-see that the rights.of the
British sealing vessels in Bebring'ssea are
not interfered with in future. The Admir-

and it would surprise no one heére to learn
that he had go. Great Britain into some
sort of a squabble before' the summer is

Romauld Trudeau, one of the oldest
residents of Montraal, is dead at the ad-

Jean des Chaillons, was burned. 'The loss

Sir Adolphe Caron will be banqueted at
Quebec shortly. . Sir John and other min-

Elzear Beaudcin, of Fraserville, who
was accused of - attempfing to murder

Owing' to the over-crowding of the
Montreal jail the Lieut.-Governor has de- | on
creed that the Quebec jail be also used for | in

Itis rumored that a recently establish-
ed wholesaie dry goods and notion store
op 8t. Paul street, Montreal, has been

Rochot, M. P. P., goes to England ‘in
the spring on behalf of Father Paradis in
the suit against Gilmour & Ce., lumber-
men, regarding a dispute over settlers in,

ire broke out at midnight of the 21st
inst., in the Perrault bloek, St. James
street, east, Montreal, in Lavigne's furmis
ture factory aud threatened to distroy the
whole block.  Over $2560,000 worth is- al-

The contestation of the first election of
ane; prior to his accept-
ance of ‘office in the Mercier cabinet, was’
dismissed, the case being abandoned in
view of the new proceedings instituted af-

The London Guarantee company with
whom Parent, ex-eishier of the Hochela-
ga Bank, was guaranteed on a bond for
$10,000 refuse to pay on the ground that

A sad example of departure from the

when R. J. Hackett, son of the editor of
the Manchester (Eng.), Guardian, and ‘
»| . At this stage the lecturer gave an out-
jail for'a month for embezziement. from |line = of-the course of the principal con-
It is stated that Henry Starnes and S.
Rivard intend resigning*their Beats in the
Legislative Council in consequence of ill-
health, and that Mr. Champagne will also
shortly retire to take aseat-on the bench,
séats at Premier

A letter was read from the .Hon. Mz
Chapleau stating that the Dominion Gov=
ernment had decided not te take part in
the Paris exhibition of 1889, following the
eourse of the mother country, and. the
chamber took steps to appoint a commis-
sionto arrange for Quebec’s representa-

The Montreal stock market is excited
over rumors.that the Richelieu Naviga-
tion company are going to move the head-
quarters to Quebec, but it is believed to
be doubtful. It is certain, however, that
acomplete reorganization is going to take
place and all the officials have received
notice of dismissal at the end of the

5 eXVitnesaes testified that they
received money from him personall I track-laying ¢
ith the wndevalanding that theyaworato] op AR Of MASE
vote for Geyette Bourassa. One of the

mises-occupied by the Dominion -Art
gamitnz@ ©o.;and the Menard Hat and
Cap: 1o the
weather, the thermometer

may be prevailing. - Thisbri
consideration of contagis ses,
we will new deal with for a short time. -

The ‘terms “‘contagion” and “infecti
may be considered  as having the same
meaning, and are now, generally used in
the same sense—by these terms we. mean

person to anothery either by.. direct co!
tact or through such medioms -a8s air,

large number
andare communicable
diseases are those  peculiar to a locality.
For example, fever and ague.

poison of contagious ‘disease which has

disease classifi

ease in them occurring -in man.

ease. v
been  denionstrat
the - lower &nimai;

broths  or  ** culture

dual, “no doubt. - Aceepting,

be carried.

various contagious diseases,
which the disease is dormant

the period of incubation.
ample small-pox,

11 disease:

general prevalence.

tagious diseases. ¢

prevalent; - without

-have been-properly disinfected; (b)
‘gons who have not had the disease
selves but %

-eases of scarlet fever, dipht
-pox-should have their

allpox has been the means of.carrying
disease to others.

‘wbservee.’
eturns.

stances ‘0 “observe sanitary " measures.

spread  of . contagious - diseases.

in keeping pace -civilization.”’
The townof ¥
in a state of great exen
on the murder of & very
stepfather. The girl =
asleep when tlie stepfather,
dreth, 63 years old; éntered
stabbed Ther four times wit
Death en “mstantly. Th
captured.»” He feigns insanif
knowa that for several years he had sub-
Jeeted the victim to' his lustful appetite.

e

territory of ‘Washington.
of

Palouse railroad,

'Hughes, daughter

{of the Palouse

dan i

the buggy he managed to:
some way, and ‘then ¢ 0
car near Palouse City and 1
Not_satistied with his 1

which |
,»| iron is hot. - T'am

the communication of disease: from omésnvthing to take adv

water, milk, ete, . Epidemic diseases-arelf: ‘Thq establishment
those, generally speaking, which attack a
of persons at the same time

contact. Epidenic

'The question may be asked what is the

the power of spreading ‘rapidly? Each
under, “contagious has
without; doubt & specificgerm peculiar to
itself.  These living organisms have been
demonstrated by the use of the micro-
scope, and-by experiments made’ on the
lower animals;  These experiments have
propagated and produced the same dis-
One  of
the strongest arguments for the accept-
ance of the germ theory of disease is the
power of - development and undergoing
almost unlimited multiplication when in-
troduced into the system. In view of this
fact it is difficult to.account for any other
theory  the - confagious action of dis-|Nj
The multiplication of.the virus has
experiments
as - well as
flaids.
Each virus, or germ, has its ' specific ac-
tion although in some persons milder than
in others. This is modided as to the con-
stitution and temperament of the indivi-
then, the
germ theory, every. infected person be-
comes a medium by which disease may
1t may be well to note  here
that there are diseases which ~at times
are so slight in-character as to be over-
looked. Teachers and others in publie
positions should be able to tell at least at
the period of invasion of disease as to
its  kind and character, in order that the
authorities may be able to take proper
steps for its eradication. = This brings us
to the consideration for a short time of the
In speaking
of these diseases it is well for you to un-
derstand that previous to the date of in-
vasion, there is a period of lateney, in
in the
system; this period is generally termed
Take for ex-
The period of incuba~
tion in this disease is from 10 to 15 days.
This will explain to you the reason why
vessels and people are quaramtined for a
certain time after the appearance of the
In dealing with this class of
disease we may refer to those that are of

‘‘Then how can we prevent the trans-
mission of these diseases?  Avoid (1) as-
sociation with persons ‘sick from the dis-
ease; (2) exposure, even for ashort time,
to the same - abmosphere, *whether ina
room or-conveyance: {3) occupation, even
after a lapse of time, of the Same room or
house where contagious diseases have been
proper . disinfection; | ¢
{4) exposuré to clothing or any evapora-
tion of ewdréta from the body without they
Ehs
-them-
have. been . in attendance on

¥ op small-
3 e I b
ks (6) going near the "body 1=
8 who have died of wérqufaVegeoi

These rules, es-
i { peciatly in the caseof scarlet fever; diph-{;

In connectien with the mysterious “dis-| theria and¢ smallpox, should be strictl
) By these means contagioir’
imited and the deaths from such
nséwould beeome. mueh less in mor-
] Happily, also, the gov-
‘emfolit of our eodntry- has provided us
with daws which “ compel us M many in-

These have done much to prevent the
The
Feauses that have -lessened  epidemics are

chiefly due to thelaws of the government
and municipalities of late years, which are

{ used by the

, bt it in

Another horror comes from the adjoining

Cd m ptu‘ d

gold and silver mlmng»enterp%:eu, which

they lack now. BT

1 legislature should strike while the
céftain _a more - favor-

of the golden
8 by the bank

‘opportunity now offe
faﬂureamil:lt{he east. . -
) of reduction, melt-
ing and minting works by the government
at Victoria, would be of mestimable bene-
fit . to the city; and pressure shvuld be
brought to bear on the ¢ity members to
use some wholegsome eunergetic action te
secure the boon. ;

When this subject has been discussed in
the east, the difficulty of finding appropri-
ate names for the coins has usually been
mentioned. - This is of course no material
obstacle, or it is one the people would
make light of, provided they could get
the coins !~ We cannot have ‘sovereigns
or ‘eagles certainly, bub we might make
use again of the old word “‘guinea”’ to
designate the $6 pieces. We might have
half-guiness, and double-guineas, and for
the $20 pieces—~we ocould have a fine
coin, with the Queen’s head on the ob-
verse, and for the reverse, a copy of the
medal now in the Parliamentary Library
at Ottawa. This medal depicts ‘the
ra river with beavers: quietly. at
work [felling trees, under the safe protec-
tion  of a moble lion couchant on
the British side who _ is " regarding
somewhat  earnestly . the approach .of a
screaming American eagle, who fram the
American side of the river, seems to wish
to motest the Canadian beavers. The $20
coin: with this device might appropriately
be called a beaver, and I should not
wonder ~would become very popular with
the people. -

With gold coius and silver dollars, the
bank note eurrency could be stopped or
put an end to, and whatever paper money
18 required, should be issued only by the
Governments, Dominion- and I{:’rm:iawial.

Al

Victoria, 27th January, 1888,.
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. THE TIMES' CENTENARY.

To TeE Eprror:—In your -editorial on
the centenary of the London Times you
hardly put the case fairly, or rather en
tirely. The Times does of course veer in
what;some people call a shameful and bare-
faced way on any and -every question.
But it is this very quality of apparent
tergiversation and not its reports, cor-
respondence or foreign intelligence which
give it weight and importance. Other pa-
pers do &ll this business as well and often
better and some have larger circulations.
The question is an old - one. Whatisa
newspaper-and what are its duties? The
advocates of the Times policy say: “To
report fully, fairly and fearlessly the facts
and events of the day and to report pub-.
lic opiniop, the opinion of the couutry;
not to lead or attempt to guide ‘it (any
more than to cloak or misrepresent facts)
—the latter functien belongs to legisla-
tors, politicians, divises. It shéuld bave
the judicial functions of a judge Itis
thisampartiality and universality iu its pic-
turesof English publicopinion which makes
the Pames so powerful. 1f aman, native or
. wants to know exactly ‘“‘what

md thinks,” he goes to the T'imes
“there he sees it—not to the Daily
Telegr Daily News, or Pall Mall Ga-
zette. He knows that thesé_ papers repre-
sent not “‘England.” but some side, fac-
tion, orclique in England. The Times
speaks the voice of ‘‘England;” hence, its
power. Its first success of course was due
o its unprecedented great and accurate
information, but its ultimate weight was
owing to the happy knack it had early ac-

, and has since retained of catching
iblicsentiment. Thisis in a great measure
ue to its being an ‘‘open” paper—any
one may-write a ‘‘leader” for the Times.

Whether this is a healthy or moral
course is as beside the question as wheth-
er it be good or bad for a country thata
paper- should have such power as the
Times has. The fact exists: there it-is and
it fills an important desideratum and
want. The nation and foreigners evident-
ly appreciate the want and its satisfying
gratification. The T'mes in a ‘word - does
not pretend to be an advocate, but a re-
presentative. ~ In itssadvocacy of certain
principles and cotirses of action, it merely
reflects the arguments which would be

ority of -its countrymen
“heir opinions on certain

erences  that majority
people want to knpw the
‘inority er minoritiesand
they must go elsewhere—
candoso. As to what
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Ezzx or his position, which  he¢ seems to
yve caught, with-his features, from our
-own great statesman, Fullof work as he
always is—for with him, at least. no office
could be a sinecure—he is nevertheless al-
ways ready for a few minutes’ gossipipen
'eompamtivel‘y;b unimportant fopies. He re-
ceives us with old-fashioned courtesy, and
talks . with g freedom. which - is rare
Lamongst men in- his position, of all ‘men-
ner of things, from Imperial ‘Federation
to the price of wheat. Of books too, if we
wish, for, as we said, . Sit John Macdon-
ald unites in his person an. unusual com-
bination of qualities. He is at once a 8tu-
dent and a man of the world, Possessed
of a remdrably retentive memory, heis a
rayenous devourer of books. Of books of
all kinds, it is said, for we are told thata
common practice of our host, after au un-
usually sévere spell of Parliamentary
work, ‘it is to relieve his over-worked
brain by & systematic course of real yel-
low-backs, tales of the most blood-curd-
ling horrars, of the

MOST.APPROVED BLOOD-AND-THUNDER TYPE.

Be this as it ‘may, he certainly finds
time, amids his numerous Parliamentary
and social duties, to keep a cowrant with
all the literature of the day, and of such
he talks with all the appreeciation, though
nore of the pedantry of a scholar. From
this hig'genial tastes and warm sympathy
with his kind naturally preserve him,
backed, perhaps, by his keen relish for
social enjoyment. If presently we pass
into the “drawing-room, we shall find
Lady Macdonald  presiding- af- the ‘tea-
table, and surrounded—for all the dis-
tance—by Ottawa society at its best.
There is, perhaps, the stately Madame
Audry—but, alas | noWw no more Madame
Lemoine; Lady Tilley, who aspires to
“tgrt;” Mr. Perley’s charming American
wife, who has made such an impression
upon the city of her adoption;' Judge La-
funtaine’s beautiful daughters; the Ten-
nysenesque * Miss Louise Patrick;  and
we may even exchange a few words with
the still lovely Mrs, Hannington,” once
the belle of Ottawa. Sir John's partiality
for young ‘men, too—another point . in
which he resembles Lord Beaconstield—is
sure to have drawn vne or two to the
house to help with the tea and claret cup
—Mr. Mackintosh and Mr. Griffin, who
enjoy the enviable reputation, the one of
saying, the other of writing, invariably
“the right thing,”’ with half a dozen
others, proteges of the kindly Premier
and the cheerful, blithe and active hostess
who keeps them as busy as she is herself.

““There is much to be made of a Scotch:
man,” said Dr. Johnson, ‘‘if caught
young,” and Sir John is

PRE-EMINENTLY A ‘‘SELF-MADE MAN"

in the bést sense of the word. He had, it
is true, the advantages of good family and
a geod though early finished education,
but his career is of his own making. Nev-
ertheless, nothing was more certain than
that he would suegeed. From the day
when, as a young Iwyer; he defended the
American sympathiser; = General von
Shultz, who was hanged in spite of himin
1839, he was a marked man-in his profes-
sion, ‘and a Montreal paper of that date
predicted for him a career which he has
more than fulfilled since. Elected for
Kingston in 1865, he has' identified him-
self ever since with the ~political growth
of the country he has done so much to
raise from a group of insignificant colo-
nies to her present position among na-
tions, and for twenty-nine years has led
the Conservative party, and, with but a
brief interval, the Canadian House of
Commons itself. Although a Conservative
the three measures by which posterity
will judge his administration are ineasures
of progress, and, in a sense, of reform,
embodying as they do the three great
principles of religious liberty, land reform
and the unity of the empire. The secular-
isation of the elergy reserves involved the
disestablishment of a church which had
no excuse for existence as a State Church,
and at the same time put an ead te count-
less complications as to- the intention of
the grants, which the liberal principle of
commutation.- of existing”‘rights might
have proved a valuable precedent in the
case of the /Irish Church, and may yet
help to a solution of our ewn establis-
ment difficulties.”, The abolition of the
seignorial tenure relieved Canada of an in-
cubus worse than any Ireland has ever
borne, while the construction of the Can-
adian Pacific railway is an achievement of
which any - statesman might be proud,
most of all one with

SIR JOHN'S OWN VIEWS UPON IMPERIAL FED-
ERATION.

These he gives us freely®ss he talks. He
belives that the fature of the whole em-
pire will be a great Fedeération of the
colonies with the Mother. Country, and a
speech of his in 1861 will give his views
more clearly than the mere recollection
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RICH MINING SALE.

A Million and & Qnarter Doliars Oftered for the
~- Bear's Nest Group of Claims.

A syndicate of London capitalists are
negotiating with the owners for the pur-
chase of the Bears Nest group of claims
on Douglas Island, says the Alaska Free
Press. Their experts came up ow the last
Ancen o examine’ the property and meas-
ure-the ore body, and after thortugh in-
vestigation, they all but one returned to
make a report to their company. Through
_relinble sofzrnce we have leamied ' that the

my fully came up to their expecta-
Em and-the report gvill be a fn.vgrable
one. - The owners have offered this pro-
perty to the syndicate for bne million and
a quarter of dellars, and it is almost cer-
tain that the report of the experts will
close the sale. In such an event a large
stamp mill will be erected on the property
the following summer:

These mines are of immense width,
having the same character of ore as is
found in the Treadwell mine, and show-
ing ore enough on the croppings to pay
baek double the purchase price.

The buyers are represeited as being

wealthy Englishoren, from London,
and men well versed in the ins and outs
of mining:
b S I AR

ALASKA NEWS.

(Free Press.}

The lot of seal skins and two schooners
seized by the United States will bessold
at Sitka about March:8th. .

We learn that Capt. Haley, of Sitka, is
talking of running a steam- ferry between
Juneauwand the island next swmmer, and
that other Sitkaites. contemplate starting
into_business here. = :

We were shown this week an assay from
a mine discovered lasbfall alnioss m the
town of Juneau that ran over $800 in gold
to the ton. - Thevein is nearly two feet
wide, -and we believe that with proper
development it will prove’ to bea bonanza
for the owners. &

It's a tough job to getoub a full-fledged
newspaper these shoridays, in which arc
only-about four hours of sunshine and five
of daylight.

A large number of niiners are. prepar
ing for the tmp north -to Copper river
next spring. - It is announced that the
Leo will carry' prospecters to and from
that section next seasom.

We hear that- the Alaskaw has again
climbed the golden stair—printer went ou
a drunk and skipped on the outgoing An-
con. i

We learn that, while east a short time
ago, Mr. John G. Bady made arrange-
ments for a large steamship, which will be
run-on the Alaska route in opposition to
the Pacifiec. - Coast: Steamship Company.
The Leéo will run nerth mnext summer,
carrying passengers and supplies, and
will probably make four trips during the
summer. 2

Ane Indian was tried and convicted fin
resisting an -officer, and Judge Dawson
gave him six years at hard labor:

A'number of miners are new preparin.
to start into the Yukon as‘soon as
February 1st, crossing the lakesand mak
ing the journey down the river on the icc.
They expect to reach the mouth of Forty
Mile creek about the middle of April, aul
get up that stream to their claims by the
time the ice breaks up, which is from the
1st to the 16th of May. By being on th
ground at that time they can get in about
foulr months work before their return next
fall. :

Judge Dawson ‘has been inspectirg th
Indian schools and has iffade favorable re
ports. Several long petitions have becn
circulated,signéd and sent by the Alaskan
white settlers to congress for-an extension
of the United States land laws and asking
for increased mail faeilities, and it says
that the scheme of territorial government
for the district of Alaska is impracticablc
and will under the existing circumstances
cause a great hardship on the people re
siding therein. - Great need of impartial
congressional legislation is apprehended
since the investment of many millions of
dollars in developing the country has been
made.. They also want additional appro-
priations for public buildings: ete.

While on Douglas Island this week we
had a conversation with the  foreman of
the Sanders and Garside mines located on
Douglas Island, and just back of Douglas
city. He informed us that he was in on
the tunnel about 40 feet, and- that he ex-
pected to tap the main vein in about ten
days. It was his opinion that when the
tounel reached the vein it would show up
as fine 'a body of quartz as can be found.
in Alaska. They have stripped off the
surface of the vein for 600 ft., and it
shows up some very fine quartz. The$

of p g frag ts of co tion. <L
hope that: for ages, for ever, Canada may
be united to the Mother Country

There will thus be formed an_ immense
confederation. of freemen, the greatest
confederation of civilised and intelligent
men that has ever had an existence on the
face of the globe.” :

As a speaker, Sir John Macdonald is

iv | extremely effective, although, or pethaps

2 :tif.gel:oﬂm »m’wm
clamatafy phrases ato conspicuous by

h are that the opening up of this
mine will give Douglas City a boom,as the
mines are adjoining to the townsite.

T. N, Hmpex & Co.,
Victeria, B. C.
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