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great time at Smith’s hall last “evening,
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‘| & surrender of civil and . religious

1
; . taxesto support officials against our

Primary Education Compulsory,

~ The discassions at the recent Social
Science Congress, in Great Britain,
have tended to increase the impres-
sion that the jndifference or inability
~of parents as to education can only
be met by legislation, which shall em.
power local authorities to compel the
attendance of children at free schools,
Compulsion is associated with ideas ot

for a
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i  liberty in an Englishman’s mind ; but
‘ are we not daily compelled to pay

will? and when we ask for a portion | Coun

to be appropriated for the continuance
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is' now, as there wag
when this subject was agitated, some
air influence at work, nobody doubts—

wise Government would not needlessly

uneettle the minds of the people upon a sub-

hat was considered settled, without hav~
ome cbject in view. The two terms of
and the % Conscience

se,” in the Education Committee’s re~

perte, sifficiently indicate that the spirit of
proselytism is at work in the schools. “ 1t is

to kick aganst the pricks.” It is
cor formity
rch by law
ciples con-
can with any proa
cil, at the Capital, may be, remains to
What the reflections of our

mental aid being extended to the Mechanics’
Tostitate. ' About 100 ' persons attended.
The orator- made bis appearance at eight
o'clack, and requested that somebody would
take the chair, There was no response ; go
he said he “ guessed” he'q « git along” witha
out & chairman. The orator then commenced
to “ discurs” the question, and had warmeg
up considerably when there aroge from the
stove a smell as of somethicg burning,
Presently one man sneezed—then another
coughed loudly. Several others speezed and
coughed in rapid succession, and the orator
paused. More coughing and sneesipg,
“ Pepper on the stovel” cried ooe of the
audience, There was a stampede for the
stairs, and the room was soon emptied of
all save Bond, who must have the lungs of
8 rhinoceros to withstand such irsitation,
The people filled the passage way and

g in a rather lops
sided manper, in the car of which sat, or
rather hung, Signor Calingami, who, on
being safely landed, causes a panic among the
pigtails. We cannot follow this novel inter~
lude all through, suffice it to say that the
comical dances, the combats, the decapitations,
&c., were highly amusing. And when Caling:
ami, rushing away from his pursuers, turned
& neat somersaalt into the bathsroom, where
the Princess Kimka (Jenny Arnot)and her
attendants were performing their diurnal ab~
lations, and drove them out en deshabille, the
audience were fairly convulsed with laughter.
On being finally caught the stranger was made
to marry the Princess, but had to be placed in
a barrel to be sborn; on emerging from the
tub he had dexterously removed his disguise,
and joined with the rest of his Mongolian com:
panions in the grand ¢ pyramid dance ’ which
was 80 loudly encored on & previons occasion,
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se. Great expectations
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e new tarff but in the
difficult to see how the
mpete with grain from the
American sige, The Indians are said to be i
& Btate of destitution, I "would appear tha¢
during the sdlmon seagon the able-bod}ed men
and women came to Victoria to make complaing
concerning the Indjap Reserve, and that during
their stay here the weather came op rough
and they were detained in town longer thas
they expected; the weirg at the mouth of
Cowichan river weres in the meantime brokes
down, and severa] days of the best run of the
Snlmpn were lost, and the supplies are shorg in
consequence. The gold prospectiﬁg party, lass
fall, ascended Cowichan river as far ag the
lake, a &istance of thirty miles—and discovs
ered a silver vein, which assays very faisly.

Gold quartz and

i dirt on' the river were
discovered. A party is at the settlement,

gracious Queen may “be, “if she learns that pay
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| 7"~ compulsory  education
favorably received at the great meet-
ing at Manchester, and similar articlos
to that which we reprinted from the
“% Spectator in the CoromisT a week or

OVE ARTICLES,

Island, are we not compelled to take
fiho for an answer? The sentimeants
¥'in favor of adopting the measures for
were

were

very

duly voted no provision was made to

continue the common schools, which were in
8 flourishing condition at the time of the
Union of the two Uclonies, can be inferred
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fwo ago, are being ecattered by the
British press for general information.
It may not be generally known that
“no child under a certain age can now
be employed in a factory for wages
without receiving education for at
least half his time.” It bas been be.
fore remarked that parents were com-
pelled to provide shelter, food and
clothing for their offspring out of
their own earnings. Itis now further
asked, is it right any longer that these
people should not be bound also to
altend to the moral and educational
wants of their children when they
are not asked to contribute towards
those wants, but are offcred edacation
frecly ? This principle of compulsion
is apparent, for if we neglect our duty
to ourselves and our duty to our
fellow.citizen, we bring ourselves
under the strong arm of the law. The
Manchester scheme is to levy local
rates for schools, so that the children
can walk in on Monday morning with.
out the coppers in their hands and
without the feeling of shame Jor want

| of them. In 1861, one of the groundas

of objection to compulsory education
by the Education Committee was, that
“Government could not interfere for
fear ot exciting popular Jjealousy and
mistrust. Now, what we want for
British Columbia is a fund—a share
of the taxes—to be administered by
porsons elected by the poprlar will
and removable at-the popular pleasure
—no Government interference is re.
quired. The Select Committee on
-Education, which sat the last two
sessions of Parliament, have taken evidence
of the highest value, as far as Great Britain
is concerned; varied great questions of
policy bave srisen, 2nd many of the witnesses
Suggest waterial and fundamental alterations
in the whole system of national education,
and in the coostitation of the department of
the Government at present charged with its
administration. One of the recommenda«~
tions of the committee is the appointment of
& Minister of Public Instraction with a seat
in the Cabinet. Another is, “that power
should be given to levy a rate for the promo-
tion of education in certain cases.” Again,
they recommend  that to meet the difficulty
caused by the emall area and populati.n: of
Mmaoy parishes, small echools should be com-
}yiggg, ander 8 good circulating master, or
/Small parishes combined, with.a g0od cen~
| tral 'school, as the circumstances of the
Iocali!y would render most convenient,” But
the great difficulty that the Education Com-
migsion, had to contend with in 1861 wag
“that between the: Government and the
Amanagers religious differences must arige.”
Again, in 1865 and 1866 the commitiee met
With- the same obstruction frcm the State
Cburch party. They say * that the difficulty

caused by religious differences sbould be

et by the compalisory adoption ot the
* Cooscience Clause in every trust deed, and
tbe Education Minist

from the great interest Her Majesty takes in
the ragged schools of London, and in all jp-

stitations, having for their object the better-
ing of the conditions of the poor. . Her re«
Presentative 'in British Colambia doeg not
carry out ber principles of social reform or
political economy. Both he and.. his
nominated Councillors haye committed moral
treasonagainst the people of this Island by their
act of damming up the stream of knowledge.
There are some individuals whose names ap-
pear upon the role of the select committes on
education, in whom little confidence can be
placed when any just and libera! measure
is proposed for the benefit or by the desire

er being empouwered 10

of the community of Vietoria. One mems
ber, indeed—a pitable spectacle of political
weakness—has made himself notoriously of-
fensive ; ho pledged himself to retrenchment
vefore he was elected tor New Westminster,
How did he redeem the pledge? Asg hirelings
will. Tbe officiale mast have the lion’s share
of the revenue, come by it how they might ;
and he, like an obsequious crying Jackall,
Was eager to provide it for them. If he—g
true type of one of the *half educated poli~
ticians,” ¢ hangers on of goveroment —as set
down by Governor Seymour—could with his
associates on the committee be made to com.
prehend the proposition *that the increase
of every nation ’ depends directly upon the
Standard cf eomfort -prevailing among the
poorer classes of the population, and that
education adds materially to that comfort,
the public might have some faith and hope
in the result of their labours uron this most
vital question— gratuitous secular education
as a means to an end.

_—
LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

Tuesday, March 26th,

TrE PrENIX CoMPANY’s CoaL Ming—~=We
are gjad to learn that the mining engioeer
bas returned from an inepection- of the Phee~
nix Coal Co’s mine, at Clallam bay, and
reports most favorably as to ils appearacce.
He thinks that one of the largest and best
seams of coalion the coast will be discovered
there, and advises a vigorous prosecution of
tunoelling. An amount of money sufficient
to open the seam, will be advanced upon the
security of the mine by the company that is
represented by this gentl man.

Tex Fine Raix of yesterday will exert a
powerful influence upon the ice in the river,
and will tend to open navigation. As soon
as the season is open, a large quantty of
goods will be rushed forward, eupplies in the

jupper country of many articles beiog ex-

bausted. The “ double duties expediency
act ”” will die on the 30:h (Saturday), a fact
that will aleo impart a favorable tone to the
sprirg trade, which threatened at one lime to
be entirely destroyed under the operation of
that iniquitous measure,

ARRIVAL FROM PortLAND.—The steamer
Fideliter, from Portland, Oregon, on Saturday
pight last, arrived at 4 P. m. yesterday after-
000D ; she briogs a number of passengers
and a. full cargo of Oregon produce. The
fub up was pleasant and the time made
quick. We are indebted to the officers of the
boat und to Capt. Wm. Kobl for important
favors. ;

AGRoUND. — The echooner Growler left
this city yesterday morning for Puget Sound.
The Captain of the Ranger reported her
agrcund, when he came up in the afterooon,
at Swan I:land bar. ‘She was, however, far

8uspend the anpual grant to abny echool op
Prool of exclusion or undue restraint of non~
Conformisis op religious grounds;” and
furlher, *“ that the impediments to Eduestion

Wales, arising from the state of religions
Wibion in that country, shonld be met by the
*oplion, in a Jiberal spirit, by a system that
%ould not " be open to conscientious ob-
Jeet.o,g.n, In Ireland, we read of the war
Tagiog between the advocates of denomina-
tioga} op mixed religions -ibstruction in the

Wmon Sehools: Thas we see that religion,
°f Tatber we would say,.'secturi»ui»m. is the

iicaly , creeds. and catechisms 1he ob-
Hacles, oy true religion ; and if ‘we fiad tbat|

i ney,
U Vnsdom of the Rritish Purliawent is up-

out of the channel.
ﬂfly tons of flour, small lots of batter, and
general merchandise, snd two or three wag-
gons.— Oregonian, 2£3d,

She was loaded with

Ax Errect or A Hica Durt on FLovr.—
The Todians of this vicinity decline to buy
four bere on which the duty hes been paid ;
but go to Port' Towneend, ‘where they can
purcbase the commodity for $1'50 per bbl
lees, and smnggle it in,

SRR Raey e 6

GoinGg Back.— We bhear that the cargo of
produce brought-over on . the Geogral Har-

will be taken back to Whidby Island,

in consequence of the high tariff.

ing, pushing, yelling and laughing. But
Bond stood his ground. Pepper could’nt
‘‘ pheze” him, sy they tried a pack of fires
crackers, but the snapping only crested a
pavic oo the stairs. They dido’t stir
Bond. Finally, three quarters of an hour
baving elapsed, about fifty persons managed
to brave the fumes of the burniog condiment
and returned to the room: Bond recom.
menced bis address, by asking the assem-
blage if they didn’t think that when the
Gov'nor come to hear of this proceedings
tbat he would think—that he woald think—
that he would thiok—thar was “ something
rotten in Denmark ?” Screams of laughter.
* There's something rotten in this room !”?
aod a volley of fire-crackers responded.
Bond then pitched into the Mechanies
Iostitute for not allowing colored men to
“jine,” avd contended that they hadn’t ought
to bave Gov’ment support because they was
80 exclusive. He then said he was gorng to
show ‘em a Yaokee trick by * leavin’ ’em
thar and then,” and started for the ‘door,
but he was brought back by a partof the
audience, and compelled to begin again.
He then “went after” the Institate, charging
the menbers with kicking up this row ; and
was proceeding 1o ** define his position” in
eloquent ard foreible terms, when some fiend

in human shape, not baving the fear of Bond

before his eyes, threw a bunch of crackers
with a paper of cayenne pepper attached into
the middle of the room, the emoke of
which again aspbyxiated the audience ard
cleared the room— Band leaviog among the
“fust.” Grand tableau.

ably assisted in making the pantomine & suce
cess. The only hiich occurred in the orches.
tra for want of proper rehearsal ofthe music,

After another tiresome interval the band

played the overture to the burlesque of Fra
Diav>lo, or the Beauty and the Brigands,
specially arranged by Mr. Rhind, which was
well executed and very well received,

Our readers are too familiar with the plot
of the original, from which this burlesque
is taken, to render an outline of the story ne~

cessary; we sghall therefore allude only to the
performers. First on the list comes Lord
Allcash (Mr Clarke) who, from constant prac-
tice, is becoming a clever actor; possessing
the rare faculty of adapting himself to almost
any line of business. 'The landlord of
the “Jolly Brigands” bappily fell to the lot of
Nr. Griffin, and better landlord never wore

Preparing to ascend the Stream.and fully testithe
vein. Game. of all kiods abounded ia ghe
vicinity of the lake, Black grouse were tho‘
reported. Another party, while pron.poe‘ﬂ'llli'
for coal, ascended the Kok-avsalis river, near
the watershed of which s large” valley 'gf
several thonsand acreg of agricaltural lagd:
was found. Several coal seams were discow-:
ered by this party. There ig DOy 1o sppw in
Cowichan Valley. The cold during the winter
8 degrees below freu'fng‘.
at large all winter and
¢ priest at Cowichan' iy
for the Indians, At the

versl young Indian girls
cated and instructed in
It was reported that the
Te in the babit of bringi g

erecting a gristimil]
Convent there are ge
who are teing edu
household duties,

American Indiang g

sock or buskin: His persopation of thig little
part was the happiest of his efforts. Lorenzo,
the Inn~spectre of Pobice, who is inlove with
the landlord’s daughter, and haunts the tavern
was represented by Mr Callingham, through
whose acting a rich vein of humour always
flows. Mr. Callingham both acted and sang on
this night in first rate style. Beppo, the heavy
ruffian, was apportioned 1o Mr. Rushton, we
presume on account of his melo-dramatic
voice; the selection was a wise one, as we do
not think any mewber of the company could
bave done more justice 1o the character than
he did. Mr Rushton thoroughly understands
stage business, and never loses a point, which"
is a great thing in burlesque where the - dia-
logue abounds in puns and plays upon words.
Mr. Keast, who hasall the qualifications for be:
goming au excellent:actor, and is rapidly im-

LiseLLep.—~The schooner Kate has been
libelled by Capt: Frain to recover. $72 as sal.
vage for rescuing the vessel from a “tight
place” in December last.

Thursday, March 28th.
The Theatre.

In the notice of the Volunteer Beuvefit at
the theatre, which we gave yesterday, rendered
Decessarily brief by the lateness of the hour
at wbhich the curtain fell on Tuesday night,
we coald not pretend to accord the full
measure of justice to the exertions of the
Amatears which the intrinsic merits and
success of the entire performance called for
at our hands ; we theiefore purpose devoting
a little more space to-day to a eritical notice
of the entertainment.

At.a few minutes past eight o’clock, the
building being filled as full as it could con~
veniently hold and all those seated for whom
sitting room could be found, the orchestra,
congisting -of eleven performers, with Mr
Rhind at the piano, played a lively set of
quadrilles and the curtain went up unfolding
to view our old friend Mr L. Franklin as
Mone. Octave Alfred Leclef, the very incar-
nation o} a Gallic Apollo, in Craven's farce
of “ Done Brown.” In his make-up, ictona-
tion and gesticu'ation Mr Franklin was in=
imitable, while his comical admixtore of
English and French was as natoral as it wag
ludicrous. His interview and quarrel with
Fitzslang (Mr Godfrey Brown), a supposed
rival in the affections of a Migs Boosey, con-
vulsed the house with laughter. Mr Brown
is always good, and his acting on this occa~
sion was worthy of bis previons re-utation
The sudden flame kindled in his bosom for
the landlady, Mrs Winks,, on hearing that
ehe was possessed of £2000, and his defiance
of the Frenchman’s aspirations to her band
sup osiog her to be Miss Boosey, were full
of life and humor. O’Filliloo, an Irish brick-
layer and (b)odd fellow, found an excellent
representative in Mr R, G. Marsh, who not
ooly ‘came’ ihe brogue very créditably but
threw considerable drollery into bis concep-
tion of the character, Mr Boosey, the re-
lired epirit merchant, with two weaknesseg—
iraccibility and strong grog—was personated
by Mr B. P. Griffio, to whom we must pay
the equivocal compliment of saying that he
evinced both weaknesses in the most natoral
manner. Alfred Bingham (M[é?prwell). the
teal lover of Miss Boosey, wag what the bill
set_forth, “amiable, well-dressed and good-
louking.” Mrs Marsh, in oqr opinion, never
appeared 1o such advantage as in Mrs Wioks
She not only acted with spirit  but looked
quire jovenile. i

A ‘tedious faterval occurred before the Pan.
tomine wils presented, which was occasioned,
we learn, by the intricacy of the machinery

and stage properties Recessary for the piece.

Proving, ably acted up to. the first ruffian, as

Views rrox NaTure,~W,
Presented with three

e bave been
Pbotographs by May-
card, from crayon drawings, by Mr George
Potherick, Tepresenting scenes ip Queen
Charlotte Island, which for elaborateness of
detail and exquisitoess of finish, we have not
¢een equalled. The originals from which the-
photographs are taken eap be seen in the
window of Fawcett’s furnishing 8tore, and we
thivk all who see them will agree with ug
that they convey a more faithfal ideg of our
local scenery thaa anything yet presented to
the publie, Among the rest is a beautifal
view of the picturesque gorge in Vigtoria
Arm, which everybody will recoguizs
glance. 'Mr Petberick, who was

a working man by the Queen Charlotte Qoal

Giacomo, the “promising young bandit.” Mr,
Farwell, disguised as the tall bearded carbidier,
appeared to be much more at home than in the
first piece. He and his ragamuffin comrades
created much fan. We now come to the gem
of the evening, Fra Diavolo bimself. Instead
of a villainous looking disciple cf His Satanic
Majesty, as the ame would imply, the aundis
ence were astonished by the sudden appear-
ance of a sweet looking, curly-headel youth
“‘dressed to kill,” in the most unexceptionable
little coat, vest, trowsers and stove pipe.  We
kave always had occasion to speak in glowing
terms of Miss Jenny Arnot's performances, but
we feel almost unable, on this occasion, to do
her justice. Her acting throughout was
marked with charming ease and graceful com-
posure, and when she doffed the garb of the

Company, employed  hig leisure time while'
Up morth in taking these views, They rep«>
resent'both the of mines and other Island scens:
ery. We believe a fow of the phot‘n'gnpht
¢an be obtained from the artist.
patch, dated London
reached us at 5 o’slock
The difference in time be-
places is 8 hours 10 toinutes, |
When the time was 10 minutes to 4 o'clock
here yesterday morning the despatch wag just
flashing through the Atlantic cable, It was
published in the New York evening paperg
at 3 o'clock yesterday alternoon, which g
high poon at Sap Francisco, it was then
transmitted to the ‘Sap Francisco evening:
fapers and published by them at 4 o'clock;’

WonperroL—A ' deg
at poon yesterday,
last evening.
tween the two

elegant young swell, and donsed the still more
becoming one of the bandit captain, she com-

Pletely carried away the hearts of the audience
—Wwecan vouch for the male portion at least,
While speaking in such high terms of one
young lady, we must not do violence to the
just claims of another (Miss Annie Pixley)
who, as Zerlina, the village beauty, acquitted
herself in the most fascinaing manner. The
bed-room scene which might be made offen-
sively bread, was represented by her in a
manner 8o simple, chaste, and natural as to
meet with loud applause: Her sister, Minnie,
88 Lady ' Allcash, displayed ‘talent rare in a
child of her age. Her eballitions of temper and
shrewish conduct towards her poor henpecked
husband, were very funny. A ;

The supenumeraries men and girls, ‘all did
good service; and under the experienced m:i~
agement of Mr. Marsh, contributéd-muth to' ;is+ |
8uccess of one of the best evenings we h:ve
spent with the Amateur Dramatic Club The
ouly fault we have to fiad is with the length
of the performance, four hours and a half being
too long to keep people cramped in narrrow
ahd confined seats, to say nothing of the
feelings of those who had to stand it out. A
word to the wise is sufficient. A reduction
might also be made in the orchestra, without
impairing its efficiency, as considerahle practice
is necessary to keep so many performers well
together, and although some pieces were
Played with good effect, on Tuesday night,
others proved a failure. The next performaace
of the club, we understand, will take place
Within & month.

THE schooner Nor -wester returned yester-
day worniog from Port Townsend, W.T,,
whither: she had conveyed a cargo of Nan,
naimy ccal for the use of the reveone cutter
Liccolp.  She reports three vessels lying
there bound ap the Sound lor cargoes of lum-«

ber.

Tae Steawer CaLiFornia, according to
autbentic information received yesterday by
telegraph, will leave San Fradoisco to-day,
at noon, for this port. She 'brings ‘a large
freight, and ‘will ‘be due here on Monday or |

Tuesday.

and wasg immediately sent through to Victoria,
Had tbere been an evening paper here the
despateh would have appeared last evening,”

SrarTLING RomMour.—A report was around:
last evening that telegraphic intelligence
bad been received by Government from San’
Francisco relative to Fenian movement,
aod that an intimation had been received to
the eflect that an expedition was forming for -
the purpose of annoying Her Majesty’s sube
Jects in this quarter, We hope that there ig
no trath in this report ; bug true or false, twe
much vigilance cannot be observed by the
aathorities. ’ 7

—_—

TeE CranpPioN RaTTING BELT.—Mr J. T,
Howard’s ¢ Vie,” entered the ring Jast even-
ingto .contest the: Champions belt with.
‘Lilly.”  As she weighed two pounds heuior, :
“ Vie? had to kill two ratg more within the
time allowed her, bat she failed to dispose :
of number 12 in' less than 2m. 48s., thuy:
1eaving * Lilly,’ who killed 10 rats in 1m,
48s., in undisputed possession of the silver
collar, as the Champion ratter of Victoria,

Sopa Creex FLovring MiLL.—A private
letter from  Soda Creek, dated twelve dayg
ago, 'statéd tBat'steam’ bad been raised, aod
that’ the"'machinery worked to a charm,
The whole concern was expected to be in
ruoning order on the day following the one
on which the letter was written, This mill
will prove a great boon to the farmers fa the
Alexandria District.

Liguor Lm“’m Milley
}.chnrged with peglecting tg pay his licence
or-the past thrce quarters, aod bas been .
allowed three days ip which to settle;
Numerous summonses to other defaulters in'!

the same line have been jssued.
S AR R
Tue Frour TriEr—W. G, Ryan, who is

accused by O, Werriteen of robbing him of
three quarters of a sack of flour, has been
remanded for one'week to ‘¢énable the police .
to make inquiries concerning his charscter.




