;olﬁro. overydgu- ciincm, o:’ptoo-
mlotﬁobweo,!nvolulthsuaooton&
and frequently the use of many mat:

" Fire Protediis. -

ADDRESS TO ROTARY CLUB BY "
INSPECTOR GENERAL HUT.
CHINGS.

Fellow Rotarians.—While in Cana-
da and the United States a few ‘weeks
ago, I had an opportunity to familiar-
ize myself with a movement which

ches.
becomes of the flaming menace’ after
the _tobu:eo is ignited? Without" a’
thought it is thrown away, and fre-
‘quently  finds ‘a ‘1
midst ‘of combustible material, and a;
fire results, The process of smoking,
necessitates the presence of glowing

had its origin some eleven years ago,:

tobacco ember. The careless emptv-‘

ng place in the |

Does the smokorthlnkofwhat ¢

Q2

and which has become a national one, Ing of a pipe, the throwing away of
and has annually engaged the atun-l cigar butt or cigarette end, gives
tion of the Fire and Civic Officlals, in {4pe smoker little conmsideration, but
these countries. This movement is possibly long after he has left the lo-
known as Fire Prevention Week, 2| cation of its deposit, its deadly work
campaign having for its object the; beglns, loss of property, and some-
conservation of national wealth in the! {times loss of life is the result. Wit-
protection of life and property. Life,pegq the destruction of this city in|
and property constitute the national the great conflagration of July $th,
wealth; fire protection conserves' 1892, by a cerelessly thrown away
both. On my returrg home, I det""smokers match. 1800 private houses
mined to open a similar campaign in, gnq stores were consimed, 1900 famil-
this city. As the hazard period is o compﬂsing 11,000 persoms were
upon us, I cannot take the time neces-' rendered homeless; a loss of property
sary to produce the co-operation I yojned at $13,000,000 with only in-
should like, to give the movement the ' surance of $4,800,000 was occasioned.
send off it deserves, but I am hoping Qne life was destroyed, and many ath-;
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that this small beginning will grow

in recognition, shd that with the fut-i

ure co-operation of the Civic author-

ities, the local Board of Fire Under-!
writers, the Ecclesiastical and Edu—rchudreu

eational Authorities, the Press, Soc-!
feties, Clubs, and Business Interests .
generally, it will become an estab-!
lished annual campaign and accom- !
plish much in the object for whichI
it is intended, not only in this city,
but throughout the whole Dominion. {

THE GENERAL CHARACTER.

The general protection of “Fire Pro-
tection Week” is threefold:—First,
that of arousing the public to a sense
of the importance of the subject, and
its own responsibility. Second, that
of instructing the Puablic in the par-'
ticular precautions to be observed.
Third, that of accomplishing deﬁnite]
physical results, such as cleaning up
premises, providing inspection, and
eliminating specific hazards. I

No doubt at its inception in this
country, the movement will be regar-
ded by many, as one for the benefit !
of the Insurance Companies, "y this
impression will be removed as speed-|
ily as it was in the country \xherel
“Fire Prevention Day” had its origln.!
People will realize that for any appar- |
ent gain to the Insurance Companies,
there will be more than a correspond-
ing loss. Fire Protection means re-
duced rates, and therefore corres-
pondingly reduced Insurance Company
Income. This is not imaginary, it is
a fact that has been demonstrated
elsewhere. ' The people themselves
make the rates. Rates are founded on
conditions; and the people are re-
sponsible for these conditions.

HARM DONE BY FIRE.

People must realize that no matter
"how well insured they may be, no
“fire oan occur without a direct or in-
"direct loss that a fire policy does not
replace. If a building is not insured
‘to replacement value, there is a mar-
gin of a loss. If a building is insured
to replacement value, the fire has in-
Jjured business In every department,
has injured or reduced credit, has
broken up established trade relations,
has demolished sales prices, has dis-
integrated labor, has destroyed the
. home and all that homes means, at
least for a season. Nothing except
flnancial panic adds more to crime
than the mental effect upon a healthy
working population, of a visitation by
fire that destroys means of employ-
ment or happy homes. And what can
be saild with respect to loss of life,
for which Insurance Companies can-
not compensate? Happily this catas-
trophe is not a Pregquent occurrence
in our midst, but such has happened,
and from causes this campaign seeks
to lessei, Neglect and Carelessness.

THE COST OF CARELESSNESS.

Seventy-five per cent. of fire loss
is preventable; fires which bring
about this loss, are main’Iy due to
sparks on shingled rocfs, defective
chimneys, and defective and over-
heated stoves, boilers, furnaces and
their pipes, matches, smoking, rub-
bish and litter. The National Board
of Fire Underwriters has compiled
statistics of American losses for five
years, from 1915 to 1949. In this an-
alysis electricity is found to be the
chief cause, matches—smoking stood
second, defective chimneys and flues
third. Rubbish and litter does not
rank high, this hazard cresated by
poor housekeeping in homes and fac-
tories has been tempered by the wide
spread clean up in the United States,
during these and previous years.
What are the chief causes of fire. in
our midst? Electricity is not the great-
est cause as it is in the United States.
Our city does not use electricity to
the same comparative extent, bat its
use is becoming more general. We
have had fires that can safely be at-;
tributed to this cause. They arise

ers impaired. To \tobacco smoking !
must be added the daily use of mat- |
ches for industrial and household pur-
poses, and their unnecessary use by
In each of the first two in-
stances, with as much carelessness
as their use by smokers, and in the
latter with carelessness on the part
of the (children’s parents, and ignor-
ance on theéir own part, that has snuf-
fed out promising little lives, or has
caused property loss, sometimes to a
very considerable extent.

DEFECTIVE CHIMNEYS.

The most frequent calls on the Fire
Department of St. John’s, arise from
defective chimneys and flues. If my
hearers were called upon to examine
the chimneys constructed in a certain
class of house in this city, as I am
from time to time, they would ask
two questions. Was St. John’s re-
built after the general conflagration
of 1892 with a view of repetition? Or
what were those thinking about, whose
duty was to promulgate a building
code, and provide adequate inspection
to insure its observance? Rundrgds

chimneys, judging by many I -have
seen, have been simply thrown to-
gether, and must now, if they have
not been overhauled and painted, or
otherwise repaired, be in a menac-
ing condition. In practically all
cases, these chimneys are concealed,
and "he proximity of the inflammable
maic-'al used in such concealment
increas>s the danger. The walls of
some fiues used for furnaces or large
ranges, arc so thin that they must in
time permit ignition of the surroun'i-
ing woodwork. Chimneys become dan-
gerous from the accumulation of soot,
not only dangerous to the sccupant,
but to surrounding premises. This city
I believe, possesses one chimney
sweep. The demands upon his ser-
vices are so numerous, .that he has
become independent, and will now only
undertake contracts more or less ex-
tensive. Here is a remunerativa field
of employment for a few of “Our Un-
employed.” Closely allied to the de-
fective chimney, is the defective stove,
furnace or bofler, and their pipes.
Their structural defects, overheating,
and negligent and careless manner
of use or operation, and the absence
of thoughtful oversight, mean proper-
ty destruction of considerable aggre-
gation.

BUILDING MATERIALS,

The limited kinds of material avail-
able for building construction in New-
foundland, makes the criticism of any
particular kind a delicate task. Nev-
ertheless, I cannot refrain from im-
pressing upon my hearers the fact,
that wooden shingles for roof covering
are a dangerous hazard. They are
not only the cause of fire, but the
cause of conflagration, and have been
termed “Conflagration Breeders.” In
the course of time they become tinder
like, and are usually ignited by fall-
ing sparks, which find a resting place
in their many_ cracks and crevices.
They become easily ' detached@ from
burning roofs, and are carried long
distances by the wind. In 1916 a con-
flagration took place in Nashville. Af-
ter thirty-three buildings had burnt,
the firemen had the fire practically
under control, but shingles were car-
ried by the wind, over a clear space
of 1800 ft. igniting other shingle roofs
and when the last ember was out,
648 buildings were in ashes. St. John’s
is regarded by Insurance Companies

as a conflagration risk, due largely!

to’its shingle roof construction: Hence
our high' insurance rates. We will not
be free from conflagration danger,
until the shingle roof -has been out-
lawed, as it has been in over 100
cities of the Unites States.

BAD HOUSEKEEPING.
Bad honsekainl in homes, factor-

‘{es and business places, has produced
a hazard that it is. 38 disgrace to any

from defective wiring by incormpetent f.commnnity. It is demonstrated in the
workmen, the use of flexible ccvd for ; accumulation of rubbish and litter in
extension, the careless use of elec- :évery cellar, cupbodrd and receptacle
tric irons, and the over-fusing of cur- | Where it can be placed out of immed-
rents by amateurs, aad similar prac- | iate sight. Paper, traw, excelsior,
tices. régs (frequently ofl saturated wet or
damp), and other. inflammable litter
48 piled here and there, where some

SMOKING. !

Matches—Smoking, causes a great

yroportion of the loss -in this
gountéy. or ‘In &ny Othef. . Cnbaleds ‘helpmate of thé carelessly thrown

smokers cause destruction that would ‘match, cigar, cigarette or other heated

i.time or other it becomes the ready !

amaze us, if statistics were prepared | article. Ashes are placed on or ad-

and studied. 1 2m not advocating

{imitation of the enjoymenmt of
weed, but simnlythecheakhcofﬂu“
“parelessness of those ' who |

“Each act of smoking involves
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at such astonishingly attractive prices as to cause real wonder at the values. We &
COATS—Coats which exemplify the smartest dictates of the mode—there are loc

Styles, Colors and Sizes to meet every demand

9.98, 13.98, 20.00, 25.00,

These come in SERGE, TRICOTINE and POIRET TWILL. Some have bell sleeves

exquisite materials and skilfully tailored; imn BLACK and NAVY, at the DRASTICA!

3.98, 8.98, and fro

braided, while othc;rs are panelled and beaded—all of

LY REDUCED PRICES of

15.00 up.

Wool Slip-ons

In Mauve, Rose, Gold, Blue and

White, short sleeves, fringe on
bottom and sleeves.

— At Only —

2.48 each

In Blocked, Striped and Fancy Tricolette
WHITE, BISQUE, SAXE, PERIWINKLE, B
GREEN RED, BROWN NAVY, Etc, Ete.

heard of price of

Waists

In Georgette, Crepe-de-Chene and
Shantung; tuck-in and over-blouse
styles in every desired shade; trim-

med with Filet and Irish Lace,
Beads and Embroidery at from

$3.98 up

erns, in BLACK,
. MAUVE, JADE

Ready-to-Wear Hats

These Hats exploit combinations of rich Silk Velvets, Panne Vel-
vets, and Duvetyn, in a wonderful assortment of latest styles; in
all colors, trimmed with the new Steel trimmings, feathers,
stitching, etc., etc., at from

$3.98 up

ONLY BY SEEING THEM CAN YOU APPRECIATE THEIR
STRIKING INDIVIDUALITY..

TAILORED COSTUME is of prime importance, one

'than welcome this presentation, expressing practically
y idea of this Fall with the final degree of smartness.
jand Navy; some beautifully Fur trimmed, the others

embroidered,

REAL BEAUTIES and SUCH VALUES AS NEVER
WERE HEARD OF BEFORE.

THIS SALE

will start on Fn o
long as the quanti

* morning and will Continue as
s last. So be sure to come early

BuyHere&Buy
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