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Gents' Furnishings

SHIRTS !
English and American Soft front 

Tunic Shirts with stiff or soft re
versible cuffs, 90c., $1.30, $1.50, 
$1.75, $2.00. __________________;__

COLLARS ! new stock
just in: English four fold

___ Linen, popular shapes,
perfect fitting, 25c. each. Superior 
linen finish Collars, same shapes, 
20 cents each._______ ______________

TIES!
Wide Ends in a variety of patterns, 

30c. to $1.00 each.

Pyjama Suits, Socks, Braces and Kid Gloves.

Steer Brothers.
IPoelcappelle and 

Langemark Reported 
in Enemy Hands.

WAR SODIART. 1 announced to-day. Counter attacking
. Ont of the chaoses of the tremen- ! t8"ctce«f5"Ilyt ** “en 
liras battle along the Lys River south j fhat P>ace the British have driven 
Ihd southwest of Ypres, the thunder )ac,k tb? Germans half-way to Bail- 
h which may be heard 40 or 50 miles ; !euL Tbey hav?. als? adTaD.c.ed and 
I «way, there have come during the n?P™yed Hle,ir lln® !n the direction 
IFst days, reports which are more en- Neuve Eglise. The news is bet- 
Imaging to the Allied Powers. The j tfr: says. ^neral Maurice While 
I British have not only held all tlie «t is not definitely known that Wyt- 
1 ground which they were defending on 3cbaet® 13 entl,rely » our hands, we 
pday but have struck back so bold tb® ^ater part and probably 

fwertully that Meteren and part of ^e /hoie of it As mentioned in 
Jjtschaete were retaken and held IFleld Marshal Haig s communique

we made a withdrawal to a new line

It
was carried out partly on Sunday 
night and completed Monday. On 
Tuesday the Germans were still shell
ing trenches which we left the day 
before. I returned last night from 
France. The situation .yesterday was 
very anxious, the Germans had taken 
Bailleul, Meteren and Wytschaete, and 
had brought four fresh divisions into 
action against us. It the enemy con
tinued to maintain that pressure 
there looked to be vital danger to the 
ridge of heights, which includes
Mount Kernel, and which is the back • British troops held their own and

, — ----- and held
I™a time. Only after heavy atacks iI to the British retire again from the I °? the yP<-es salient. The withdraw 
'«kges. The most disturbing news al was declded uP°n yesterday.

™ been a report from Berlin that 
ifoelcapelle and Langemarck, north of 
‘Pres, have been taken by the Ger- 
®ras and the admission from London 
■rat the British have retired from 
Jtrtain of their lines in the Ypres sa- 
ij®t. The retirement here was ex
isted, for the advance of the Ger- 

at Neuve Eglise and Bailleul 
Pt the position in front of Ypres 
;rn to a flank attack. It is officially 

«bat the retirement was order- 
;,.an“ it is possible that it will have 

re of a sentimental than a strate
gy effect. Just how far the British 

: es have been withdrawn is not 
c.™11, «« may be, however, that the 
wman claim of taking Poelcapelle 
toil mrc^ is the result of the 
“Kish retirement The battle now 
LJ? n sth day has deepened in in- 
enrvJ « ma.ny Points along the tovlfrontirom Messines Ridge 
that There have been reports

8 Barmans have occupied the 
ttanEthr! SL„Eloi' which lies less 
thegp ,*®e miles south of Ypres, but 
vis fmiflVeinotL been confirmed. It 
tat,. a,B0 that the Germans have 
of Mt p°E3ess*on of the south slope 
liVu,*1' which is about two 
ften ™ mi,lea north of Wulver-

Army alone has engaged 72, the 
French alone have engaged 24, and 
the remaining 23 have been engaged 
by the British and French together. 
Of the German divisions which the 
British engaged, 28 have been fought 
twice, and one thrice. Of the German 
divisions which the French engaged, 
four have fought twice. Of the Ger
man divisions the French and British 
engaged together, fifteen have fought 
twice and one thrice. It is unpleas
ant business standing the hammer
ing, but so long as we can stand it the 
only question to be asked is: ‘What 
is happening to BIncher; what has 
become of the reserves?’ Although 
the French Army is larger than ours, 
we have taken the strain of these bat
tles off them. There is no reason to 
be in a state of despair, if the situa
tion is regarded from a broad point 
of view and it we regard our great 
sacrifices rightly as a necessary part 
of the great drama.”

ing up of the ground won last 
autumn,1 has not been in vain, 
since it played a large part in wear
ing out the enemy, the last phase of 
which we are now entering on. The 
withdrawal was accomplished with 
masterly skill, unhampered by the 
Germans. Our power of resistance has , 
greatly stiffened, while we have fore- i 
ed the enemy to lengthen his com- ; 
munications across ground which they 
would infinitely sooner be without. 
The bitter intensity of the fighting i 
lulled during the forenoon. The hur-i 
ricane artillery duel subsiding to spas- { 
modic outbursts with long intervals j 
of comparatively calm. We have tak- | 
en numerous prisoners in the last two 
days. There are indications that an1 
attack is coming between Bailleul and 
Wytschaete. At Royelles, south of Ar
ras, there was a sharp conflict yes
terday afternoon and night, but quiet 
seems to be restored there, our posi
tions remaining the same. An ex
pected infantry attack following fierce 
shelling of Vilers Brettonnoux did 
not materialize, and the enemy did not 
attempt any advance.

WYTSCHAETE AM) ME TERN 
AGAIN LOST.

LONDON, April 17.
(Official).—French troops have now 

reinforced the British lines. This 
morning intense bombardments were 
opened by the enemy on practically 
the whole of the Lys front, and from 
the forest of Nieppe to Wytschaete 
were followed by infantry attacks. | 
All these attacks have been repulsed, 
and considerable losses inflicted on I 
the enemy. In counter-attacks report- ] 
ed in the morning our troops succeed
ed in entering the villages of Meteren ' 
and Wytschaete, but in the face of 
continued hostile attacks were unable 
to hold their positions there. On the 
remainder of the British front there 
is nothing to report.

METE BN BETAKEN.
LONDON, April 17.

(Official)—Yesterday evening we 
delivered a successful counter-attack 
in the neighborhood of Wytschaete, 
and at Meteren also. Our counter-at- j 
tack resorted the situation and the vil- | 
lage remains in our hands. Through
out the afternoon and evening yester- 1 
day, hostile attacks porth of Bailleul i 
were repulsed with loss to the enemy. | 
Bodies of German infantry advancing 

i in close formation were caught under 
, the Are of our troops at short range 
and suffered heavy casualties. We 
secured a few prisoners. The enemy 
also endeavoured to develop an at
tack yesterday north of Robecq, fol
lowing the bombardment already re
ported, but his advance was broken 
up by our artillery fire. In conse
quence of the progress made by the 
enemy on the Lys front our troops 
holding our forward positions west of 

i Ypres have been withdrawn to a new 
line. The withdrawal was carried out 

! deliberately without interference by 
, the enemy. Yesterday afternoon par- 
, ties of his troops advancing over our 
old position were caught by the fire of 
our outposts and destroyed. On the 
battlefront south of Arras parties of 
German infantry who had entered our 
trenches opposite Boyeiles were driv
en out yesterday afternoon with the 
loss of several prisoners. Our line in 
this locality has been completely re
stored. The hostile artillery activ
ity increased considerably early this 
morning on the ’British front south 
of the Somme.

DESPEBATE FIGHTING.
WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN 

FRANCE, April 17.—It was reported 
this morning that the British, fight
ing magnificently, had regained the 
much-contested town of Wytschaete, 
although this was not confirmed at 
the time of the filing of the present 
despatch. At any rate the desperate 
efforts by great forces of the enemy 
yesterday afternoon and last night to 
exploit his successes about Bailleul 
and Wytschaete met with a costly fail
ure. The battle west of Bailleul has 
been continuous and sanguinary. Time 
after time the enemy forces flung 
themselves against the defenders in 
intense assaults, but on each occasion

Itith. This has nd
On the rest j

|r!sinEa Ridge soiCkivvd-
IS ha!e flunK zf/es 
IS?- against the grT - 
I “itish. Official enn

been confirmed 
the, front from 

the Ger- 
'es without 
wall of the 

Official and semi-official de-
«ises lnm^t0ld o£ the frightful 
H ot boons h0n.kthe attackir>s niass- 
Htchlne bI the British rifle and 
“ 0( ,®re- On the southern

aœm.nf sabent there have been 
°* a°me magnitude, es- f east of Robeca. fivp mii»=

of our defence on the northern por
tion of the battlefront; but the news 
last night and yesterday was better." 
General Maurice then referred to the 
successful British counter attack in 
the neighborhood of Wytschaete, and 
to the British withdrawal in the 
Ypres salient, and continued: “Pre
parations for shortening our lines in 
the Ypres salient were made some 
time ago, and the direction to carry 
it out was reached before the fall of 
Bailleul, owing to the danger offered 
to our positions in the salient from a 
flanking movement. The withdrawal 
was not directed or governed by the 
adverse course of events around 
Bailleur, but by more general condi
tions. What of the whole situation? 
Our army has been through a very 
severe strain, and that strain has 
been reflected at home. The situation 
has had its critical moments and is 
still decidedly anxiouk, but remem
ber we have accepted the principle 
of a united front and must accept 
the consequences of that principle. 
We must look at the whole battle, not

wew rV .Robecq, five miles a of Bethune, where the Ger-
Z by the British ar->" Arm, hCattered" The «ne in 

ie of ha? again been the 
; the offen=8, but here the British 
is ont n, 8Àv! and drove the Ger- beetf carrfiî1 trenchea which 

sector'^, by 41,6 onomy- In 
r entra»lbere baa been lively

«me andnoi«»Bmnts between the 
f encounter* « Rlvers- but only pa
lier south reported officially. = *>een gSng^r"dine operations

HAVBICE talks. 
LONDON, April 17.
Part of Wytschaete, 

the hands 
‘ Maurice,

threw the onrushing Germans back 
with heavy losses. A tremendous ar
tillery duel is raging along the north
ern front Throughout the night 
thousands of guns of all calibres made 
the war zone hideous with their 
mighty detonations. There was no 
cessation of this protracted fencing 
between the heavy batteries, and this 
morping the contest was still contin
uing;, the vibration shaking windows 
forty and fifty miles away. In the ex
treme north numerous enemy attacks 
during the afternoon and evening fol
lowed the capture by the Germans of 
Wytschaete and Spanbreekmolen. La
ter in the afternoon the battle swung 
further northward, and the Germans 
attempted to advance at 7.30 p.m. in 
the Zillebeke sector. The attempt 
was a compleot failure, and great 
numbers of the attacking infantry 
were shot down at short range by 
machine guns and rifle Are. The Ger
mans in this attack appeared to suffer 
heavily, as the waves came forward, 
and the flanks in attempting a with
drawal came under a grilling fire 
which left the ground strewn with 

On the larger 
battlefront of the Somme the enemy 
artillery was more active south of 
the River. A German gunner yester
day sent a shell into the church tow
er at Albert, sending the famous stat
ue of the Virgin which hung there 
crashing into the square.

NO GAINS SINCE TUESDAY.
LONDON, April 17.

The battle in Flanders is raging to
day with incredible intensity, tele
graphs the correspondent of Reuter’s 
Limited at the British Army Head
quarters in France. As far as the lat
est reports enable the correspondent 
to judge, the battle is going in favor 
of the British. Notwithstanding the 
desperate attacks of the Germans they 
have gained no further ground since 
Tuesday morning, and apparently they 
have lost some. During his three 
years’ experience in the war zone, the 
correspondent says, he never has heard 
such terrific and unintermittent gun
fire as has gone on since Tuesday af- 

Uernoon and which continues as he 
filed his despatch this morning. The 
British at dusk on Tuesday, says the 
correspondent, were advancing again 
in the neighbourhood of Wytschaete, 
south of Ypres. and were reported 
again to be holding the ground which 
they had lost there. Among the nu
merous enemy attacks Tuesday after
noon and evening on the northern 
front in Flanders, one in great force 
in the Zillebeke sector was disastrous 
for the Germans, whose massed 
waves were shot down at close range. 
They apparently were ordered to re
tire, and then the British gunners 
got on their flank, the correspondent 
says, and the slaughter was appalling.

GASSING THE GERMANS.
PARIS, April 17.

The evolution of the use of gas 
shells has taken surprising form in 
the present battle. One new method 
is to fire heavy slowly dispersing 
gases along charted lanes against the 
enemy filling tile alternative spaces 
with quickly dissipating poison fumes. 
Storming attacks are then m.ide by 
troops who charge when a sufficient 
interval of time has been given for 
the light gases to rise. The British 
gunners at one part of the Vne threw 
shells charged «imply with a stinking 
composition. The Germans a few 
hours after discovered that this was 
iirn-poisoning and began laying their 
masks. After these shells had been 
fired for another 12 hours th ire was 
a sudden change to poison gases. 
About 2,000 Germans were caught 
without their ma^ks and suffocated.

from our Army and sufferings, but
from the standpoint of the whole En- . , . woundedtente. The British army is playing |dead and wounded’ 
the role which it often has played be-

. _______ _ fore; it is fighting a Waterloo, while
it or i and 8cattered. The line in i Blucher is marching to the battlefield, 
ie fl"a? haa again been the Multiply the battle of Waterloo a 

WJehtW to,. V— .. - ... - 1 hundredfold and the situation at noon
in the battle, corresponds to the situa
tion now in the great battle. The 
British Army is under a terrible ham
mering, but providing we stand that 
hammering without breaking, and 
providing Blucher is marching to the 
battlefield, there is no reason for dis
couragement. The enormous task 
which the British Army has perform
ed and still is performing may be 
shown by a few figures. In this bat
tle of Armentleres the Germans so 
far have engaged 28 divisions, and 
since Maroh 21st they have engaged

MATS AND CASUALTY LISTS.
BRITISH HEADQUARTERS IN 

FRANCE, April 17. (Via Reuter’s 
Ottawa Agency.)—The past twenty- 
four flours hâve been anything but a 
good time for the enemy. Von Luden- 
dorff is doubtless telling the Germans 
to look at the maps. The answer is 
tell them to look at the maps. The 
answer is tell them to look at the cas
ualty lists. Our shortening of the

128 divisions. Of these, the British i Passchendaele salient, and the gir-

FBENCH OFFICIAL.
/ PARIS, April 17.

(Official).—There were no infantry 
actions during the course of the day. 
The enemy violèntly bombarded our 
first lines and several villages in the 
region north of Mont Didier. Our bat
teries efficaciously counter-shelled the 
enemy artillery, and carried out con
centrations of fire on the German posi
tions. On April 15th and 16th four 
German airships were brought down. 
It is confirmed that two other enemy 
machines were destroyed April 16th.

EASTERN THEATRE.—On the left 
bank of the Struma, near Keupri and 
Prosenik, 15 kilometres south of De- 
mlr Hesar, British patrols engaged in 
many combats with the Bulgarian ad
vanced . posts, and brought back pris
oners. The enemy tried attacks, which 
failed completely, at the Cerna bend 
and west of Monastir. Reciprocal ar
tillery actions took place in the Cer
na bend, in the Monastir region and 
in the region of the Lakes.

MIN AMD’S VOIENT CUBES GABÎ 
C IN COWS,

An Appeal
I am addressing this Appeal to all the people of 

Newfoundland, but especially to those of the Outsorts.

Your Government have decided to make another 
special attempt to obtain further recruits for the du
ties forced upon us by the War. I am anxious to ex
plain to you in simple and strong words why those 
duties are yours.

In your sea-girt home you have, 1 know, your own 
dangers and anxieties to face. As I write this my 
mind is still full of the appalling disaster, to the Flori- 
zel. But War you do not realise; you are beyond the 
sound of the guns which, in the South East corner of 
England, I have heard day after day breaking in upon 
the beauty and calmness of the summer air.

That awe-inspiring rumble of the guns which I ask 
you to imagine—-that lurid light on the horizon which 
1 ask yoy to picture are the signs of a terrible struggle 
for Right—of a mighty effort to save from ruin, not 
onlv France, but every bit of free soil in the world, 
including this island of which you are so proud. The 
awful struggle seems to be approaching its climax 
now and your close kinsmen are in the middle of it.

Some may ask. What is the danger? and it is my 
purpose to endeavour to make it clear to you.

By some permission of Divine Providence, which 
we do not understand, a nation of criminals is now at
tacking all that is just and true in the whole world. 
Germanv has set herself deliberately to violate every 
law of Right and every principle of Humanity.

Never before in History has a War been planned 
like this. Hitherto all wars have had some sort of 
pretext of right or impulse of passion. It has been re
served to the German military party to plot wilfully 
and wantonly a great crime against the peace of man
kind.

And the hypocrisy with which Germany supports 
the crime makes it still more abominable. As Judas 
treated the Christ. Germany is treating Civilization. 
Under appeals to God, Germany masks the utmost 
malignities of the devil. The German nation to-day 
knows no Law except that of the pagan, the liar, the 
ravisher, the murderer. They are a curse let loose on 
the Earth. And the task demanded of all of us is to 
fight and conquer this curse just as in our moral life 
we are bound to fight and conquer Sin. The Cause is 
a far broader and holier Cause than that which im
pelled the Crusaders against the Saracens.

We may thank God that the greater nations of the 
World have realised the justice of the Cause; and I 
believe that every man in Newfoundland will one day 
be thankful that he was at least ast^ed to face this 
question—“Is it not my higher duty to go out and save 
humanity from destruction?

Remember that your wives, your children, your 
cottages, your boats, are in positive danger if the Ger
man breaks through France. As he is treating the 
foolish Russians, so he will treat every nation whom 
he touches—America, Canada, Newfoundland, are to 
him mere objectives for his greedy brutality. He is 
entirely evil, he has no sense of right and no feelings 
of Mercy.

This mass of incarnate selfishness is held back by 
the strong arm of the Allies in France. Will any man 
of British race decline to do all he can to defeat and 
crush it?

At this moment the need is specially great, for the 
Germans are now desperate. They begin to realise 
the truth of that dread decree “He that takes the 
sword, shall perish with the sword”. At no horror 
will they hesitate if they can but escape the punish
ment that is their due.

Now on every man and woman among us lies the 
duty to bear a hand in administering that punishment 
a duty not only to ourselves but to posterity. If age 
or health prevent some of us from going they do not 
prevent us from following the greatest example ever 
set to mankind and making the sacrifice of that which 
is dearest to our hearts.

You young men I ask to listen carefully to the ap
peals which will once more be made to you in the next 
few weeks. Believe me that the voluntary act of a man, 
impelled by the high sense of duty, is far nobler than 
the mere obedience to the provisions of a public enact
ment.

One special word I say to women. Try to realise 
the sufferings of women and children wherever the 
Germans come : think of the little children starved in 
Belgium and slaughtered in cold blood in Armenia. 
Let your men folk stand out and protect you, for in 
helping to defeat the Germans they are protecting the 
b.onour and safety of all their dear ones at home.

0. ALEXANDER HARRIS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

Government House, St. John’s, 
30th March, 1918. opr6,eod,tf

m

CMS 5
—


