
®)t tottklg mail.

TORONTO, FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1880.

THÆ DECEASED WIPES BISTER.
M. Gibooawd has succeeded in pass

ing in the Gommons, by a Urge majority, 
iiie bill to legalize marriages with a 
deceased wife’s sister and a deceased 
brother's widow. The six months’ hoist 
m rejected by 108 to 84 ; thei proposal 
to eliminate the clauses referring to the 
brother’s widow was negatived by 
vote of 40 to 103 ; and the biti wee resri 
• third time and passed. Mi 
Ifc.iss and Hransarw, with Sir 
■Rickard CUeiwsieer voted with the 
minority in the second division, pre
sumably because marriage with 
brother’s widow appeals to be forbidden 1 
by the Mosaic code (Levi t wvii., 19) ; < 
whilst moo with a decoasod wife's 
sister is not forbidden ts the eighteenth 
■verse of the same chapter, It requires 
a good deal of ecclesiastical «suistry to 

interpret the words, “Take a wife1 to 
« her water”—that is in addition to her 
sister—" beside the other during her 
“ lifetime” as a prohibition of sur
nage with a deceased wife’s sister. 
To meet people the mtitor resolves 
itself into a question of propriety, due 
regard being bad to the exigencies .q>f 
modem society. The Levities! code, 
always excepting the primary moral pre- 
septs contained in the Decalogue, has 
mtiveraally been regarded as of no effect 
nnder the Christian dispensation. If 
we are bound to concede the Jewish 
snarriage laws, except in so far as they 
forbid palpable incest, why should we 
m4 inflict capital punishment for Sab- 
bath-breaking Î ft appears to us that 
woly so much of the system which 
swats upon a basis of universal 
obligation should be retained, and to 
«encode that is virtually to disregard 
the Leviticel code altogether. The 
precepts which are moral, rather 
then positive, have their justification in 
the divinely implanted instincts of 
human nature ; the positive commands 
perished with the system which enjoined 
Rem. Now, while incestuous marriages 
are ipto facto forbidden by the law of 
God, written not only “ in tables of 
“ stone, but in the fleshly tables of the 
“ heart,” no prohibition of a positive 
sort, even if it were enforced upon s 
polygamous people, can have any bind
ing effioaey upon the Christians of to
day. But, in point of fact, as regards a 
deceased wife’s sister, so far from there 
being a prohibition, there is an implied 
permission. Moreover, the marriage 
with » dec seed brother’s widow is not 
condemned u incestuous, since in case 
the first union proved fruitless, a union 
between the brother and the widow 
was enjoined under very degrading 
penalties. This of itself excludes the 
”-----*—— from considerations

r then the question 
this must be left 

more or less to individual discretion. 
One can easily understand that, in 
many cases, » dying wife may desire her 
husband to espouse her sister as the 
most fitting guardian to the children she 
is leaving behind bar. As a matter of 
fact, such an ante-mortem admonition 
has been preferred in more than one 
instance. On the other hand, occasion
ally, where the sister has been a mem
ber of the family, jealousies bare 
between the parties, and I 
asm has suffered ship wreck, 
me law can be hnd down 
ably from mere expediency. Each 
case most stand upon its own merits 
and be decided as the sense of duty or 
propriety may dictate. Unfortunately, 
here the canons tind standards of some 
churches stand in the way ; but with 
these the law, resting only on the uni
versally recognized principles of broad 
morality, can have nothing to do. Re
ligions equality forbids the enforcement 
of positive rules in a country where 
there is no dominant church ; while, at 
the same time, it leaves the ministers 
of every church free to solemnize the 
marriages in question or to decline 
■doing so. The Anglican or Presby
terian clergyman who believes these 
unions to be unlawful, cannot be denied 
the liberty of obeying his conscientious 
convictions. On the other hand, no 
church, or body of men, may claim the 
right to impose its conventional laws 
upon those who differ from them in 
matters not intrinsically moral To 
marry a Mood relation is forbidden 
alike by nature sad by nature’s God, and, 
therefore, must be prohibited by human 
law which is ultimately based upon 
ethics. In the matter before us, 
natural morality is silent ; and there is 
no tittle of evidence that the Creator 
has forbidden the marriage of two sisters 
in succession. With the ecclesiastical 
view of the ease our legislatures can 
have no concern. They have already 
ignored the Catholic doctrine of the in
dissolubility of marriage, by enacting 
divorce laws ; and these are, perhaps, 
lam defensible, as often framed, than 
any statute authorizing onions against 
which only sentimental,or dogmatic ob
jections can be raised.
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The Amplest person can understand 
that the provision making the notes in 
circulation a first charge upon the 

of the bank, is an unusual 
and very valuable protection to the 
note-holders in the ‘country. As
a rule, the assets of every bonk 
are more than sufficient far the
redeeming of all notes in circulation, 
which are not always the largest lia
bility of a bank. Hitherto it has been 
the fete of note-holders to lose heavily 
in oases of bank failures ; and as the 
lorn intimes cases has always fallen on 
the. clam least able to bear it, the 
Government will have the approval of 
the whole country in providing that 
every bank note in the hands of the 
poor shall be worth its face value no 
matter if the bank is involved or 
not The provision enabling any 
person obtaining payments at a bank, 
to obtain s* the same time as part of 
the payment at least fifty dollars in 
Dominion small notes, will certainly 
afford a great deal of aid to the circu
lation at Government bills, and will be 
a convenience to the public, as it tends 
to keep'Up the supply of small notes in 
the country. The alteration in the 
regulatstns as to .the cash i 
will, of course, compel the 
to hold larger reserves of Govern
ment notes. The provision mak
ing the financial position of the 
banks clearer to the eyes of the Govern
ment and the people will also increase 
public confidence in the statistics of 
hanking. On the whole, we-feel certain 
that these resolutions will meat with the 
support of the House and the country. 
Even the Opposition press has on 
earlier, but not untruthful, inforaiation 
not felt in a position to condemn them, 
but has, in some noteworthy 
been induced by a fairly good knowledge 
of mercantile and financial feeling to 
support them.

OPPOSITION SECTIONALISM.
In Moral to be deduced from the 

Opposition tactics upon the Pacific rail
way question, so far as developed fay 
Mr. BlAx, is this, that Confederation 
was a mis tabs, and that the Dominion 
is a failure. To argue Against the com
pletion el the great public work in tie 
entirety, without which our 
system eould never have been, is to de
nounce that system, and virtually to 
proclaim a policy of disintegration. No 
one knows better than the member for 
West Durham what the true drift of his 
six hours’ address must be. It means 
nothing short of the dishonourable re
pudiation of solemnly plighted

when he entered 
he emerged from it. The 

“ little joker,” to speak irreverently, 
has been under so many thimbles in his 
time, that we cannot, without an effort 
of memory, fix his whereabouts at any 
particular time. But he is ’ very 
much mistaken if he supposes that 
he can shirk responsibility for 
the policy and expenditure of his chief. 
If he had, at anytime, taken the manly 
course of protesting against Mr. Mid

i's Pacific railway scheme, his de
fence would be valid. But he never 
did, preferring to sulk, or absent him
self from the House, when he should 
have had the courage of his opinions.

Mr. Blau is, in fact, a crucial ex
ample of the unstable politician. At 
heart, he is utterly opposed to the con
solidation of the Dominion by the only 
means possible. Rather than see the 
vast expanse of territory from ocean to 
ocean united by iron bands, he would 
prefer a policy of definitive and irrepér
able dissolution. So- far from being 
a friend to Canadian nationality, 
it is the most cherished purpose of 
his life to break it up without the 
vaguest chance of a reunion. With 
that object before him, he is quite will
ing to stir up the evil spirit of sectional 
jealousy, betray the plighted faith of 
the Dominion, and abandon the settled 
and firmly defined policy of the party in 
power. It remains to be seen how far 
he will carry the flock with Mm, since 
they know, as well as himself, that the 
attack on the Yale-Kamloops line of 126 
miles meafts distinctly the abandonment 
of the Pacific railway and the destruc
tion of the Federal compact.

pneuanon oi solemnly plignted engage
ments, and the breaking-up of the Ca
nadian nationality into its constituent 
factors. The hon. gentleman could 
hardly have expended so much strength 
and pains merely to strike a coup de 
théâtre at the Government He 
meant more than he said, indeed 
more than he desired to say, 
yet the whole of his harangue was 
directed to one point, upon which every 
laboured line of argument converged. 
The resources of British Columbia—a 
Province whose vary name affects him 
as a red rtg enrages a bull—were dis
paraged ; but that was not enough. It 
was further required that he should de
monstrate the folly of anticipating any 
large increase in the population of the 
fertile North-West Its inexhanstible 
natural wealth could not be gainsaid ;

to ridi-
np.

THE BANKING RESOLUTIONS.
The resolutions of the Finance Min

ister were brought down to the House 
<m Tuesday afternoon. Owing to cir
cumstances elsewhere referred to, they 
de not appear in print till this morn
ing. That so small a neglect should 
have interfered with such- important 
businnss. is at least one argument in 
favour at reform in the public servies. 
The resolution concerning the currency 
is se follows :

« That it is expedient to provide that 
the amount of Domtoira notes issued and 

at one time may be increased 
lillioo ef dollars, provided that 

l Minister shall always hold for 
i of such notes an amount in 

er in gold and Dominion securities, 
he Government of the 
equal to net lass than 

"per root, of the total amount 
ef sueh notas then outstanding, and that 
el least fifteen per cent of the tots) 
amount of sueh outstanding notre shall be 
eo held in gold ; and the statements to be 
published by the Finance Minister under 
£, eighth seotian of the Act 31 Viet,

, 46, Rail show distinctly the amount 
".........................1 and guaranteed

itf

This provision will, it seems to us, 
eaeet the views of those who, without 
fl—iH-g or approving of a purely irre
deemable currency, yet feel that the 
currency of the country needs some 
enlargement to serve the purposes of a 
larger population, a greater trade, and 
» territory now far more extensive than 
---- the case when our laws on this sub
ject were passed. The amount of in- 
-_____ù, oar circulation will not in the

it became necessary, therefore, to 
cule any forecast of its early filling 
The hon. gentleman, in fact, struck at 
the Globe, rather than at the Premier or 
Sir Charles Tuppir. It will be inter
esting to find whether the organ will 
wince and succumb under Mr. Blake’s 
clearly directed attack, or rage violent
ly, looking askanoe, with squinting 
vision, at the real object it sessile. The 
West from Fort William to Victoria 
having been disposed of, it ctoly re
mained to attempt to stir up the demon 
of sectionalism. The great prophet of 
the National party, who only wants 
pith and backbone to be an eminent, 
we had almost said a successful, failure, 
has chosen to adopt the old Opposition 
rdle of twenty odd years ago, and pose 
as s stirrer up of Provincial jealousies. 
He attempted to arouse tile suscepti
bilities of Quebec, after pooh-poohing 
the value of the Maritime Provinces. 
But his moot strenuous efforts were put 
forth to excite a feeling at discontent 
in Ontario, for the first time since the 
great Rep. hy Pop. agitation was effeo- 
toally smothered in Confederation. It 
did not nlled the accumulation 
ef statistics to prove that the Province 
which has tbs largest papulation will 
pay the largest share of the taxation. 
It is, however, with the rate per capita 
that individuals have to do, and there 
something like equsBty prevails. If 
Mr. Blake's logic were generally ap
plied, some of the cities of Ontario 
might, with equal justice, claim more 
than their actual influence over the ex
penditure of the Province, se well as of 
the Dominion.

All sinister attempts of that sert 
should be left to the nominal cMef of 
the party, who is quite adequate to the 
task of demonstrating to each Province 
that it suffers most by every item of 
Dominion expenditure. It is hard to 
see, indeed, why the Lower Provinces 
were so scurvily treated by Mr. Blake. 
Certainly the Reform members down 
there have a right to complain that, 
after all their efforts to prove New 
Brunswick and Nora Scotia to be the 
deepest sufferers by Confederation, their 
prospective leader should snub them so 
offensively. The hon. gentleman was 

to prove that anything

: the 1878-1878 
i was not

THE CONDITIONS OF IMMIGRA- 
’ TION.

I* the course of his recent long 
speech, Mr. Blau developed some 
very singular ideas with reference to 
the current of immigration into the 
United States. He had taken the 
trouble to collect a vast quantity of 
statistics concerning United States im
migration during many years, and exer 
ciaed much ingenuity in making plain 
several propositions. One was that the 
immigration into the United States had 
been stimulated by abnormal causes. The 
other was that the land sales were not 
such as to justify us now in looking for 
so great an immigration as Sir John 
Macdonald expects and as the Globe 
admitted was likely to come into Can 
ads within the next ten years. We are 
disposed to think that Mr. Blau did
tint ilael 1 «Ala this n■■ nit, nm * * * —

•==

not deal with this question with a due 
degree of fairness and knowledge. As 
to the causée of Immigration into the 
United States, they may have been at 
times “ abnormal,” or so much so 
as to nearly justify the epithet ; but 
all the same, the history of United 
States immigration shows that the 
tide has flowed in with steadiness, and 
that it never has had a much stronger 
current than it has to-day. As to the land 
sales, our correspondence from Ottawa 
has already pointed out that Mr. Plumb 
exposed a weakness in Mr. Blau’s 
argument in that regard, since the
orator was taking the ve _______
portion of the land sales, those 
made by the Government, for the total. 
These are, we think, fatal weakz 
in Mr. Blake’s argument in this 
faut other weaknesses exist.

The whole argument of the Opposition 
concerning the subject of immigration 
is undermined fay a want of knowledge 
of the history of the movement which 
is at least noticeable in men so prone 
to pose as masters of statistical infor
mation. The fact is the* within a com
paratively short period the conditions of 
immigration as well as the conditions of 
settlement in a new country like, 
say, the North-West, have greatly 

Formerly the class of 
who cams to the United

-------- .-is a class of labourers and
agriculturists attracted by the offer of 
free lands and of long payments. We 
seldom heard of a man coming to a new 
country to settle with any capital of 
conséquence. lend in the older coun
tries was still valuable a very few yean 
ago. Farming was a prosperous oc
cupation. There was political, social 
and financial credit to be had from, the 
possession oi land. But all that is 
somewhat changed. The railway and 
the steamship, the telegraph, the 
emigration agent, the pamphlet, 
the visiting delegate, the im
partial witness, all these things have 
altered greatly the aspect of the public 
mind towards, let us say, Canada. It is 
not now the labourers alone who are 
coming, but the tenant-farmers and 
small capitalists. Land in the Old 
World is not what it was, either as a 
social, political or financial force ; and 
men of some substance leave their 
country to join their brethren in the 
new lands which these have adopted as 
their homes. In the future we shall, 
therefore, have a much more valuable 
class of immigrants, men who oome 
with families and means, to settle in 
this new country and practise farming 
on a more extensive scale. These men 
will take up larger areas, invest more 
money, more rapidly develop the coun
try, and be themselves the agents to at
tract others to like enterprise. Agréât 
change, too, has coma over the condi
tions of life in the new regions. 
Formerly the immigrant had to “ rough 
“ it ” rare extensively. He had diffi
culties and dangers, privations and an
noyances, which now do not trou
ble him. Now he has the tele
graph near him at all points, rail
ways to cany himself and his goods and 
chattels, steamboats to traverse the lakes 
with him, postal facilities to give Mm 
his letters and papers, and in fact all 
the appliances of advanced civilization 
have been pushed into the very midst of 
the wilderness to accommodate these 
who settle there. Mr. Blake and his 
friends do not take these things into 
account. If they did they would hardly 
be so ready to dispute the figures which 
Sir John Macdonald used in his recent 
speech, which were in fact lees and not 
more than the results of experience 
would fairly have enabled him to main
tain.

g—T—1re
THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT.

During at least ten months in the 
year, Ontario Ministers appear to 
divide their time between pleasure ex
cursions and what we may paradoxically 
term summer or autumn hibernation. 
Of course one expects the Commissioner 
of Grown Lands to be asleep whenever 
fortune leaves him undisturbed ; but 
some of the other members of the 
Cabinet might give intermittent signa 
of continued vitality. At present, all 
that we know of them appears in the 
columns of that refreshing and instruc
tive periodical, the Ontario Guette. 
From these edifying pages we lean 
that the rulers of Ontario are not so 
utterly given ever to the demon of doth

not brook
idlenees. During the Mackenzie regime, 
a great number of Ontario patriots who 
had deserved well of their country— 
and fortunately the noisiest of them— 

permanently shelved for the good 
eqmrty, as well es at the expense 

of flwJCtommion. The upset of 1878, 
however, has pressed with singular in
justice upon Mr. Mow at. As matters
stand at present, he must find places 
not only for the faithful who have ren
dered his Ministry essential service, but 
e whole herd of hungry Reformers who 
did Mm no service until they were left 
out in the cold by the elections of Sep
tember. To do Mm justice, the 
Ontario Premier has worked like 
a Trojan in the distribution of 
rewards. And still many men 
of true inwardness, have not been 
provided for yet It is in vain that 
new offices are created by the dozen; 
for every one of the twelve there is a 
gross of hungry cormorants in waiting. 
The fact is the poor man does not know 
which way to turn with anything like a 
chance of escaping from the birds of 
prey. It seems to be a settled Reform 
principle, that men who have served the 
party, ought, as a matter of equity, 
and without any proof of ability or fit
ness, to be quartered upon the country. 
We are quite .aware that the dominant 
party in Ontario is not solely, or even 
primarily, responsible for the prevailing 
policy ;• yet, as they have asserted dis
tinctive claims to superior morality and 
disinterestedness, their course ought to 
have been more unselfish.

It is surely time that some shield 
should be interposed between the un
happy Minister and his unconscionable 
followers. It is not surprising that Mr. 
Crooks has absconded to England, that 
Mr. Mowat is soon to follow Mm, and 
that almost all the Cabinet is on the 
wieg. Human flesh and Mood cannot 
stand the constant wear and tear caused 
by the unceasing importunities of the 
office-seeker. Last session the Premier 
stated, when taxed with the poverty of 
Ms bill of fare and his general state of 
unpreparedness, that he could not frame 
any measures definitively until be met 
Ms party in caucus on the floor of the 
House. The fact is that he had no time 
reserved for reflection during the net 
when the harpies were at hanc.
to mar every statutory dish in 
the mating. He should not for
get, hotfover,. that, notwithstanding his' 
large majority, he is paid by the 
people to perform public and not 
party hfhetions. To leave the coun
try for months may be his only way of 
escape ; still he should have some re
gard to the ordinary demands of the 
Provincial service. It is hardly to be 
supposed that “ sporting the oak,” or 
affixing to his door the time-honoured 
attorney’s formula “ Gone to lunch ; 
“ will be beck in twenty minutes ” 
would serve his turn ; but some respite 
could surely be gained from the para
sites. At this moment two shrievalties 
are vacant—and have long been vacant 
—those of Dufferin and the united 
counties of Prescott and Russell Now 
it cannot be said that the Government 
is short pt candidates for them eligible 
posts. On the contrary, there is such 
a superabundance of material that Mr. 
Mowat dosa not know where to choose. 
He administration of -justice may 
suffer in two districts, as it may ; bet 
until the conflicting slain* of the 

ms herd can be adjusted 
Is-to be done. Perhaps the 

will make the appoint
ments on ties eve of his departure, trust
ing to time and absence to heal the 
wounded hearts he will leave stricken 
behind ' him. At any rate, it is utterly 
intolerable that matters of so much im
portance should be left thus without at
tention. n Miniate» have little enough 
to do at any time, and they might con
trive, if only for decency’s sake, to per
form that little with vigour and promp
titude. __________________

EDITORIAL NOTES

Had Mr. Blake base one of the mee 
sent to spy oat the land of Canaan, he 
would hare explained stray the «lusters of 
gapes anfgona into opposition against

Another industry ruined by the N. P. 1 
The proprietors of store foundries in 
Hamilton have decided to secede to the 
request oi their employée for an increase 
fa wages, - and have raised the pay of 
moulds» tan per cent, which puts matters 
i the same basis as fa 1876.

I The revival of Grand Trunk securities 
has led to discussions on its early history. 
It is not generally known that the origin of 
the railway’s name is to be found fa the 
canal between the Mersey and the Trent, 
to which Its constitutor, the famous an* 

iser Brindley, gave the name ef “ The 
-and Trunk" fa 1766. This canal was 
built to connect Hull and Liverpool, and Is 
ninety-three miles in length.

The project for the establishment of 
large cotton mills fa the 8k Croix Valley, 
N. B., is progressing favourably. The 
town of Milltown has voted to take $30, ■ 
000 stock fa the enterprise, the amount 
secured being new about $100,000. The 
people on the Maine side of the river are 
taking a decided interest fa the scheme, 
and a large meeting has been held in 
Calais, Me., to promote the object

Petroleum prospects in Cape Breton 
anoonragfag. Bering has for wise tl 
been carried en fa aa irregular fashion and 
fast year several companies want to work 
vigorously and have met with complete 
enooese. The wells of one com-
posed of Pennsylvanians are estimated to 
yield 800 barrels per day, the oil being of

over, its
as a politic*! machine le gone, 

s rule, the money sent eat by this 
Committee hee been entrusted to the parish 
priests, and the Poet will not, we era euro, 

to charge the Oethellc clergy with 
j their people into Toryism. The 

Committee has been temporarily disbond
ed, for the reason probably that the Duka 
el Marlborough will soon be superseded by 
s Liberal Loro-lieutenant.

The Halifax Herald anticipates an un
locked tor result from the decision of the 
Supreme Court at the Dominion as to the 
constitutionality of the Scott Act, on the 
ground that the Dominion Government has 
the right to make provision for the grant' 
tog ofliquor licensee. The effect of this 
decision, our contemporary contends, must 
be to wipe out all the legislation of the 
various Provinces upon this subject for the 
last thirteen years. It is difficult to see 
how this' conclusion tan be avoided. If 
the subject at liquor legislation rightly 
falls within the coops of the Dominion 
Parliament, looel laws on the subject must 
clearly be ultra vine.

Extensive msofa faery fa
•o soon ie mirisation ope

While the people at Dufferin an excited 
about their vacant shrievalty, the United 
Counties of Preeoott and Russell want to 
know when Mr. Mowat trill appoint a an 
oeeeor to the late Sheriff Wells. In both 
places there is a strong feeling again 
“importations,” the local Reformers thin 
fag that loos! «slant should be patronised. 
In this they are not far wrong ; but they 
forget that the Premier has e number of 
unattached aides to provide for, and that 
they control the Toronto influence, which 
is all powerful

Mr. Taylor, the United States Consul et 
Winnipeg, is an excellent authority on the 
trade of Manitoba, and he says fa a recent 
report to Washington that our new tariff 
has •• greatly Increased ” the trade ef that 
Province with Eastern Canada. During

$849000 earns from the United States ; but 
the Exporter, like Mr. Taylor, thinks the 
American traders have seen their beet days 
fa the Prairie Province, and that Old 
Canada will henceforth be 
the new territories.

the market of

increase in
The sailing 

16,080 fa 1860 to 
16,449 fa 1879, the totmage being 3.868,846 
in the former year to 8,916676 fa the 
Utter. The number of steamers In or cosed 
from 929 to 8.680, and the tonnage from 
399,494 to 2,831,167. These figures fadl- 
oate an enormous expansion in the British 
shipping trade. An increase of about six
fold la the tonnage of the steamer» means 
more than a similar increase to sailing vei
ls Is would imply, for the effective power of 
the steamer sa e carrier may be three or 
four times that of the sailing vessel, as the 
former will make three or four voyages to 
one at the ether. The men and boys em
ployed have also Increased in number, too, 
though not in the same proportion. The 
total in 1860 was 26,106, and fast year 
78,371, t

Specimen of Opposition criticism at the 
working ef the new tariff .—

Mr. Cherry.
“ Dear Sir,—In re

ference to sn article is 
the Reformer at the 
14th Inst, I notice se

Gen. Grant’s chances of receiving the 
Republican nomination for the Presidency 
are daily growing smaller. The Republi
cans of lows have declared for Blaine, and 
those of Massachusetts for Senator Ed
munds. Per contra, Kentucky and Mis
souri have elected Grant delegates to the 
Chicago convention, but those States are 
thorougMy Democratic, and through the 
votes of their representatives will count In 
the convention they will carry no moral 
weight, Ills by this time evident the» 
the sense of thé Republican party Is op
posed to a third term, and many who 
would prefer Grant will now rapport an
other candidate rather than match under 
his banner to certain defeat.

According to s report recently sett to 
the United States Senate from the Depart
ment of Agriculture, investigations by a 
veterinary expert have disclosed tho exist- 
enoe of contagious plsuro-pneumonia among 
cattle at various ~
New York, New 
Maryland.
the dfarass exists in other quarters, and 
it seems to be especially rife near the great 
cities and among the oattle kept in swill 
milk stables. Under the cireumetanoee the 
Dominion Government should consider the 
advisability of re-imposing the embargo 
upon American cattle in order to provent 
tiie introduction of the contagion hero.

The railway statistics just issued by Mr. 
Schrieber, the superintendent of Govern
ment railways, show that there ere 6,484 
miles of railroad fa operation in the 
Dominion, and 1,537 under construction 
The total capital invested fa railroads ii 
$362,100,000 ; the ordinary and preference 
capital, and the bonded debt, amounting to 
$273,800,060, and the bonuses from the 
Dominion and Provincial Governments, 
and from the municipalities, reaching $88,- 
300,000. One hundred end seven persons 
were killed and sixty-six injured on Cana
dian roads last year. Of these, nine pas
sengers were killed and twenty injured ; 
thirty-seven employés were killed, and 
thirty • three injured, and sixty • one 
" others” were killed, and thirteen injured.

The question of exemptions from taxa- 
which so mnoh is mid and 

this country, has Ran up 
tor oonrideration before the New York 

MU was introduced 
to tax ohurehee valued at over $10.000,

‘ ‘ control, and
►k The pro-

...... .. (v wiiuuw wAi strenuously
by several aembsra, and as nets

ported the bill had the oourage to defend 
thisfestore, it was streak oak The prin
cipal argument against the proposed inno
vation was the familiar «ne, that ohurohee 
saved mere to the State then they received 
from it by the moral influence they exerted 
upon those who might otherwise 
criminals.

It is noted that the working of the Ballot 
Act daring the English elections proved in 

isfsotory in the 
contest ef 1874. The voter has become 
more familiar with the system, fa proof at 
which the Leeds Mercury points out that 
out of 37,332 ballot papers distributed in 
that dty, only 141 ware rejected by n 
of defective marking, which is a i 
proportion as compared with the mu 
thrown out at the time of the pro-

The rapidity with which the 
result is determined ie also gr 
formerly—Leeds panera Hug 
sad counted within six boon of the oioae 
at the poll. The experience of other large 
constituencies was similar, showing that 
toe ballot hae paras-' 
to its practical and

Galt Reformer.
Cherry Bros , at the 

Cambridge Mills, Preeton, 
had to dll au order for 
1,000 barrel! of Hour 
for 8L Jehu, N B. They 
eould eat obtain e mi
ll dent supply of Cana
dian wheat ; and could 
not aBoed to me Ameri-

______ busier ■
myself, which are totally 
uncalled lor. I have 
never given cause for

. that they are
the entire concoction at 
the editor of that paper.

1 > kT'chkSrt."
" Preeton, April 14.”

would be
heavy Ally. They are 
therefore Very much an
noyed at the fart* which 
while nbt in creating the 
general prioedt Oanadtan 
wheat and thereby bane- 
fitting the fanner is hu*

Cherry aayi be voted for 
the N.P^hot Is now done 
With the party which a* 
vocated that 
trend,"

As our King street contemporary copied 
' i, of courte it will

tr Kings 
the Reformere paragraph, 
give Mr. Cherry's denial

A good deal Is being said jest now about 
the dark stock" prevailing fat the west 
id south-west of Ireland. But one of 

the chief sources of that element is entire
ly overlooked, probably bemuse too recent 
and too obvious to arrest the attention of 
the paleolithic and neolithic ethnologists. 
The source in question is the Spanish, due 
to the «loss commercial and even social in
timacy maintained by Spaiu with tile west 
coast of Ireland down to quite recent 
times. There were Important Spanish 
trading station* at Dingle, Valeotia, 
Cahirtriveen, Ban try, Timoleague, Gal
way, and elsewhere. Many of the old 
houeee in these places are built in the 
Spanish style, end it may not be generally 
known that Valentis Island ns actually 
held by the Spaniards until expelled dur- 
ing the vigorous administration of Cronv 
well Many of the peasantry in Kerry 
and Galway bear an unmistakable Spanish 
expression, and this factor ought certainly 
to be taken Into account in dealing with 
Vie complicated problem of Irish eth- 
nology. f

The 8k John's (Quebec) Netat. writing of 
the exodus from that Province, contrasts 
the condition of the workingman there 
today and what it was one, two er three 
years ago., Than good mechanics were 
glad to get Work at from fifty to seventy- 
five oants per day. Now they receive 
almost three times these prime, and need 
never be Idle for a day. The exodus to 
the States is not caused by privations at 
home. To the editor’s certain knowledge, 

.within s week mad haring steady employ, 
ment and receiving as much as $30 and 
$86 a month have thrown up their situa
tions and gone off to work in the brick
yard. 1n the States. The New 
that many of V "4ianr 
in the fall, -

them will be glad to ret
,K

at labourers sad mechanics
ag tosma»?*It

at Amsdmn employers to the 
of hboer s tittle in exi

l ‘exodus is, in a*
ticket

world at large, 
smmemoratod

of sculptor or poet fa s manner to indelibly 
impress them upon the viator to the 
lomlitim which they have hallowed. 
Nothing would tend to foster the spirit of 
Canadien nationality more than sa ap
propriai* though not necessarily expensive- 
or elaborate commemoration of the wardke 
deed* of our anorston, which the present 
generation are fa danger of ignoring slto. 
te*er. _ _ xj

The system of district staffs ie dispro
portionately expensive, considering the 
strength of the militia force. The total 
expenditure for staff purposes was last 
year $62,170, or nearly 10 per oenk at the 
whole expenditure. Of this ram, upward» 
of $23,000 was paid tor salaries and ex
penses of the deputy adjutants-general, 
and $16,000 for brigade majors, who, how
ever useful they might be si organizers In 
time of war, ere utterly useless and un
necessary fa time of peace. It would be 
far better to merge the deputy adjutants- 
general and brigade majors in the more 
appropriate title of district staff officers, 
end let one officer do the routine work for 
each district. By this means a raving of 
about $25,000 eould be effected, as in the 
smaller districts the staff officer could act 
aa district paymaster end quartermaster 
also. This sum, and $40,000 from the 
annual allowances for cere of arms and 
drill instruction—charging the oars of 
military properties against the revenue 
derived from them, and applying re-funds 

is of stores ana ammunition to 
sueh stores and ammunition— 

act a saving of at least $100,000, 
to be applied towards increasing the facili
ties for drill by means of camps of instruc
tion, end reducing the tension which now 
so disagreeably affects the force when any 
requirement, costing money, has to be 
applied for. In the interests of economy 

of the active militia force, these, mat
ters demand consideration.

The New Zealand Government appears 
to be dealing with the remnant of the un
fortunate Maori tribes s good deal after 
the fashion of the United States in its 
treatment of the Indians. A military 
force of seme strength has been marched 
into the Waimate Plains on the west coast, 
from which tiie surveyors were ejected by 
the natives some nine or ten months since, 
and under the protection cf this escort 
surveying and road making are to be gone 
on with, and thé land parcelled out among 
white settlers. The only title put forth by 
the whites to the territory in dispute is 
that it was confiscated at the close of the 
last Maori war. Jt is claimed on behalf of 
the natives that since that occasion their 
title to It has been recognized by 
the Government The legal aspects of the 
question appear somewhat involved but 
the present Government has evidently 
oome to the determination to simplify mat. 
tors by taking possession, regardless 
of Maori rights. It is a. bed, pernici
ous policy quite independent of its being 
morally indefensible. The Maories, though 
few in number, are a brave warlike race 
rad their spirit is by no means broken by 
previous defeats, so that if the New Zea
landers persist in an sot of spoliation they 
may find a costly and bloody native war 
on their heads—which to take the lowest 
view will prove ten times as expensive as 
ft they had paid on equitable price for the 
Territory. ______________ -

The uncertainty existing as to the legal 
lethed foe counting the votes fee Fred. 
Ont, or rather the votes for Presidential 

Electors, is «rainons of costing trouble In
toe pending American nampaign. The 
Washington Congress has repeatedly dfa- 
euraad she situation, Vat has dora no-

imprest
rsi'a-

tearing to lose

m the Committee-of 
ntetiyiee on this quae-

s of the Island.

We are pleased to note the fact tost the 
dlsousston at the causes of accidents to 
brakemen and the beet means for their 
prevention has not proved fruitless, as it 

feared might be the case. The railing 
along the running board on the tops of the 
oars, which was recommended by several 
of our correspondents last winter, is to be 
adopted on the Grand Trunk Railway, It 
is to be hoped that the other railroads will 
follow their example fa this matter, and 
that measures will be also taken to render 
the frogs safe. The dangers of oar-coupling 
should not be lost eight of. It is to the 
credit of the Grand Trunk management 
that they have not waited for legal com
pulsion before undertaking to provide for 
tiie safety of their brakemen. Their hu
mane policy will we doubt not, be duly 
appreciated by their employée.

The friands of the rag baby sAl regret 
to learn that Italy contemplates the aboli
tion of the legal-tender paper raw fa eir- 
eolation In that kingdom, and the substi
tution ef s system under which contracts 
may be made for payment in gold, silver 

at the option of the parties. Italy 
ir a country to adopt toe gold 
if specie payment Se resumed, 

double standard or silver alone 
In either ease a large 

ipated. It is 
’ears after the 

paper currency eras established fa 1866 
£30,000,000 in stiver was exported and 
very tittle now remains in toe country. Its 
remonetisation will necessitate the importa
tion of s large amount, and Its effect 
upon the market raine of that metal will 
be watched with interest by the- hi-

or paper i 
is too pe 
brais, sad 
either the 
will be a! _ 
demand for stiver is 
estimated that within tan

The British elections appear to have 
bran characterized by. an unusual amount 
of rowdyism and violence. Lord Dalkeith, 
Mr. Gladstone's unsuccessful opponent fa 
Midlothian, was pelted with turf and sand 
at » meeting held in Qorebrid 
Scotch candidate, Mr. John 
represented the Wick Burghs fa the last 
Parliament, was subjected to a very aggra
vated assault at Kirkwall A number of 
rough* seized the carriage fa which he was 
travelling and attempted to run it into the 
sea. At Cardiff a free fight took place 
the 30th of March, an attack being mi 
by some Irishmen upon a torchlight pro- 
nearinn. Mr. Brad, a candidate, iras en
able to obtain s hearing and a number of 
persons were badly Injured. On the same 
night rioting oconrred at Ripen, the hotel 
which eras occupied aa the Conservative 
headquarters waa attacked and the front 
portion completely wrecked. This sort at 
thing waa common enough fa old times, 
but the imprwrion largely prevalent, that 
the tone of popular politico had become 
considerably improved of late and party 
virulence a good deal moderated, is hardly 
borne out by the record.

The ridiculous, old-fashioned idea that 
a dtisen waa disqualified for jury duty by 
toe feet of having heard or read of, at ex- 

an opinion upon the crae to he 
tried, which has long prevailed in American 
courte, and resulted in keeping all intelli
gent men off the jury in erase of any public 
interest, has received its quietus, so tar ra 
New York State ia concerned. In 1872 a 
statute was pasted fa that State fa which 
the previous formation of an opinion de
clared not to be a disqualification, provided 
the juror would swear that he believed he 
could rendes an impartial verdict, accord
ing to the evidence, despite snob previous 
opinion. Ora of the jurors fa the Balbo 
murder eras and two in the Cox eras ad
mitted having formed opinions from reading 
the newspapers ra to the guilt of the 
aeoraed, but that taras opinions weald rat 
prevent them from fanning an unbiased 
judgmenk They were ohaUanced by the 
prisoner’s counsel but the challenge wee 
over-ruled. Appeals srere taken from both 
verdicts on this ground. The Court of 
Appeals sustained the deoleton fa 
race with the principle of the Act 
forth the coalman mum view -of the ques
tion all along taken by Canadian courts 
will prevail fa New York, rad other States 

doubtfa * -

ra.

„ . , electing tiie President, by
which the Electoral College weald be 
abolished, and toe people veto directly for 
the candidates. Each State wonld, as at 

have as many electoral votes mit 
and P spivs not stives in Can- 

Instead ef all the electoral 
votes being cast for the candidate who re- 
drived the majority of the popular vote of 
the State, they would be divided fa pro
portion to the popular vote received by 
raeh. An analysis at the last six elections 
shows that Presidents Buchanan, Lincoln 
and Hayes were all elected upon a minor
ity of the total vote oast, and the dispro
portion between the popular and the eke- 
toqpl vote ia striking. The scheme pro
posed is Ingenious but hardly practicable, 
so far as the present contest Is concerned, 
as it would require ra amendment of the 
constitution, which ora only be effected by 

Jt popular vote showing s majority fa he 
favour fa three-fourths at the States. The 
time is too short for timfc

will doubtless follow to toes i direction.

The United States National Department 
of Agriculture ia denounced as a costly and 
inefficient fraud. It absorbs $200,000 per 
annum, has s large staff ef specialists, a 
special building with laboratories, e library, 
a museum rad a botanical and experiment
al garden ; but so far has accomplished no
thing in the sray of original scientific re- 
esernh, such aa is achieved by similar in
stitutions fa Europe far Ism liberally en
dowed. The Institution is regarded as s 
laughing stock throughout the country— 
its reports mainly consisting of rid and

sioner is of course filled by a politician, 
rad his subordinates ate also appointed for 
party reasons, rad are mere qoaeke and 
pretenders, destitute of either ability or in
clination for the work fa 
when tiie Institution eras ml

On excellent contemporary, toe Mont
real Poet, wee net til s graenne mot

From a recently issue 
relating to toe English navy,

that there has, fa that period, bran a relative

A correspondent of the Hamilton Timet 
recalls toe circumstance that some thirty 
yean ago when Hen. William Hamilton 
Merritt, at Sk Catharines, was a memb 
cf the Government, a commission was ap
pointed to ascertain the rites of the bottles 
fought during the war of 1812-13 rad erect 
monuments to mark those historic spots 
A few of the battle- fields were visited rad 
some rough stones piled up, but the task 
of the oommiarion was left uncompleted, 
fa so far as the erection ef any fitting end 
permanent memorial is concerned. The 
correspondent urges that the task should 
he taken up where they relinquished it, 
and suitable enduring monuments erected 
to mark the rites of toe battles rad keep 
to mind early Canadian valour rad 
patriotism. The suggestion Is a good one. 
This is a matter fa which wa are far bA 
hind the Americans. No one who has ever 
been near Banker Hill or visited toe scene 
of the Concord skirmish, ora forget the 
massive, lofty shaft of granite, visible for 
miles around, or the famous statu* of the 
" minute man ” with plough-handle to one 
hand rad gun fa the other, with the so- 
oompraying noMs quatrain by Emerson— 

Ifathst rads bridge that arched th* flood. 
Their flag to April1» breeze unfurled.

•re one» the embattled firmer! stead 
And trod the shot heard round the worid.*

abounds with memedse 
which are largely 

by our eww people, to my

The Colonies and India says that nothing 
has been mere strikingly apparent- to the 
election speeches of toe varions candidates 
before British constituencies than the un
animous erpreariona of gôed will towards 
the Colonies, and the desire to cultivate 
cordial relations with them. It contrasts 
the general interest token fa toe subject, 
resulting from the wonderful program made 
by Canada and Australia within the fast 
three does dee, with the former apathy rad 
want ef attention to the question. The 
people of England, it says, have at length 
oome to noogniae the importance of the 
Colonies. Referring to the feeling pre
vailing fa Canada and Australasia, 
that the Liberal* were opposed to the 
eantinnanoe of the Colonial relation, it con
gratulates Its renders that all this is alter
ed, and tost the great leaders of toe lib
eral party, fa their anxiety to meet the 
existing popular feeling, oome forward to 
apologise for their past rira of omission 
rad oommiarion, and promise for the future 
to promote Imperial unity. “On no pre
vious occasion have anything like one 
tithe ef the number of Candida tea thought 
it worth their while to allude to the sub
ject, rad It may safely be predioted that in 
the raw Parliament no member wiU ho 
found daring enough to threw a doubt 
upon the advantage* ef toe Colonial con
nection. The ohanoee are indeed greet, 
owing to so mnoh attention being at pre
sent devoted to the Colonies and their im
portance thak ere many years are ever, 
some practical steps may be taken to hav
ing (them represented at home fa sueh a 
manner es fa enable them to exercise seme 
direct influence upon the general offrira of 
toe Empire. Uphill work as the advocates 
ef Imperial Federation have had hitherto, 
and often derided as bat the exponents Of 
visionary views, it is now apparent that 
toe idea is one tost Is psssiag ont of toe 
stage of mere discussion into that of prac
tical statesmanship. The present alertions 
will certainly exercise a strong influera* to 
that direction.”

No mors Chills and Ague fa tide section. 
Our Druggist is selling ra article called 

m Conqueror, " It is about the only
ry preparation sold for the ears 
end Ague, Dumb Chilli, Inter-

Aaun Conqueror. ” 
satisfactory ; 
of Fever w 
mitts ut or Bilious Fevers. The Proprietor 
of the Ague Conqueror has used but little 
energy to make this medicine known, and 
yet its sales are immense fa Ague districts. 
It purifies the blood, Liver ana other Secre
tory organs so effectually that the Chills 
do not return even when persons have had 
them for years. Entirely vegetable pre
paration. jprioe, 60 cents and $1 per bottle. 
Two doom will stop the chills. 419-eou

Asthma.—The tortures and agonies I 
endured for six years, none but thorn who 
have suffered with this terrible disease 
ora know. My life was miserable. In 
desperation I tried Giles’ Uniment Iodide 
Ammonia. It gave me instant relief. 
Used It internally as well as externally, 

ThomAS Brahman,
127 West 27th street, N.Y.
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Ottawa, April 19. | 
’When the House adjourned et 

o'clock, on Saturday morning, Mr.
was still speaking, and ma" 

r point of view, an ex<* 
his afternoon he resumed, will 

every sign of perfect preparation. In i 
fation to the Carnarvon arbitration, wh 
was eo unfairly, if not so treacherously 
abandoned by Mr. Mackenzie’s Gover 
meek Mr. DeOoemoi takes up toe case < 
the Ontario boundary award, and quo 
the indignant denunciation by Mr. M 
rad the Globe of the men who are aile 
to hare broken this Utter award. ’ 
lratT~f* of Mr. Mills and the Globe is < 
fad7 strong and pointed, and tells i 
immense faros against the men who i 
only abandoned, but confess that th 
abandoned, the solemn obligation ef 
Carnarvon farms, an abandonment wh
Lord Dufferin denounced as treach 
and dfagraoefuL Mr. DeCosmoe 
grated from leading writers on 
national Uw, who branded with i 

all perfidious abandonment 
obligations. He rubbed 

well into Mr. Blake, 
otrtetng pose as a moralist is so i 
able fa this Parliament This part of 1 
argument was admirably conducted 
Mr. DeCosmoe. He also took up the < 
ef the Intercolonial railway, 
whet would have happened ^lf that i 
had been delayed as desired by the ] 
ton Government Yet the lut 
railway was not a more binding eblig 
tara toe Paoifie railway,

Mr. DeCosmoe also dealt fa s very i 
and forcible way with Mr. Msckez zit’i 
statement that he had not intended 1 
build the rood, hat only called for 
to find rat the cost of the work, while, 
the same time, he had entered into a oon| 
tract to carry rails from Victoria to Ya 
far the purpose of beginning work “fat 
spring. Mr. DeCosmoe demanded a rep 
to that, a* it would interest the people i
—•** to know how their money had 1 

spent by toe late Government.
At this point Sir Charles Tapper inter J 

rapted Mr. DeCosmoe, who had said that] 
this contract for carrying rails waa of 
value ef $30,000. Sir Charles said he I 
made a mistake in that matter. At I 
all the Opposition pricked up their 
and leaned forward, like drowning men 
grasp at s possible straw. Sir Charles said 
that he had been misinformed in that i 
tor. The Opposition ears pricked forward! 
more prominently. 8ir Charles said hel 
wished to explain. At this all the Oppori-1 
tira mailed, as if raying with one breath, I 
“Now we've caught you.” Sir Charles I 
mid that the value of the contract in que*-1 
tira was $34,000, not $30,000. At this the I 
Opposition eon flattened down again, the I 
smiles died oak the grins were suspended, I 
rad the Ministerial laugh greeted the I 
ranranoemenk It was a very pretty little I

Mr. DeCosmoe having robbed well into I 
the Opposition, individually and oolleo-l 
tfvely, the perfidious and unjusbfiab 
nature at their conduct towards Britii 
Columbia during all the whole term of Mr. I 
Mackenzie's rale, proceeded to state car-1 
tata objections which he had to the ]
Infat route. Among his other p 
he stated that the people of 
nmfafa paid a far higher proportion of tax-1 
ation—five British OotamMras paying ari 
mnoh to toe revenue se 200 Ontarians, asl 
150 Qeeheeem, or 40 Nova Scotians, or 30l 
New Brnaswfaksn, or 10 Prince Edward!

orreok Mr. I 
Blake in Me seat, I

16,000 people. Then bel 
toe Walksrtra speech, in I 

which it wee pet et 2,000, and finally from I 
his fart speeea, fa which ft was pet at I 
12,000. With rafmuii to the 2.000, Mr. I 
DeOeemoe explained that he was quoting I 
from toe Glebe newspaper, whereupon Mr. f 
Blake explained that he did not “awe 
either fryorsttoe Globe." He did this in |

Mr. Meohenrio rose after Mr. DeCosmoe. I 
He edmtttod tort Str Charles Tapper bed 
made ra able speech, but oompfauted that 
h was more dirooted against Ms enemies | 
than fa favour of his own policy. Mr. 
Mackenzie’s first attack was 
agriart the original terms of Union with | 
British Columbia, which he rope 
art opposed successfully. He quite ad- I 
mi tied tiie desirability of keeping faith, 
hat mid, what Mr. DeOosmos denied, that I 
British Columbia had had ample notice 
tart the Canadian Parliament did not be- ] 
lieve that the original 1 
to be carried rah He alleged that he frit I 
bound to entry rat SU the pledgee of the 
previous Government no far ae possible. 
He mid that when he accepted 
the good offices of Lord Carnar-1 

i it was under reservations apparently.
8*™ » - . 

of the Carnarvon
of toee negotiation

_____  which he de-1
liberately avoided almost every point in 1 
the negotiation, and shirked every question 
raised as to his responsibility for the adop
tion ef those terms. He alleged that he 
was willing to have carried out the Oar- 
nirroQ snd also that he mi in
favour of a through line of railway if toe 
country could afford ik This part of 
Mr. Mackenzie*! speech was marked 
by a patent avoid an oe of all the 
questions which he ought to have faced. 
It was a glaring refusal to faoe the marie 
of facto He contended that none of the 
paUie obligations of 1867 had been fully 
carried oak The Intercolonial railway had 
art bean buflt, the canals hed not been im
proved as premised, nothing had been dons 
re had been pledged at Confederation. 
Why, thee, should British Columbia com
plain ray more than Ontario or Quebec ? 
Dem Mr. Maokenrie mean that the Con
federation fa a failure ?

In farisHai; ra the expenrivenem of the 
Pacific railway, Mr. Mack en sis said, “Sup. 
Pare you get involved fa war—with whom 
■edid not my—whet will you do then ! 
Suppose yon have s civil war ?" At this 
pemt members began speculating as to 
whether Mr. Jones was going to “ pull 
down the flra” or the Opposition of two 
fa too Nova Sootia Legislature were going 
to raise a rebellion. This terrible threat 
had a terrible effect ra toe House. Sir 
Rfahaid Cartwright looked as if he were 
«bedding tears at the possible shedding of 
Mood fa the internecine conflict suggested 
fig Me. Mackenzie. But a corrupt rad 
relirai Ministry did not seem at all moved 
far tk In fact, It wee a trifle childish 
under the circumstance*. After this we 
red a general renoué of the policy of the 
“fa Government’s course regarding toe 
twDdtag of the road, in regard to the 
■reveys, the route, the water-stretches, 
taa construction, Ac., all of which was of
* purely hlrtoriosl character. He ex- 
P*reeed hie regret for the abandonment of 
the Georgian Bay line as a commercial 
reheme. He also flung out a bait to the 
f rerinoe of Quebec, and on ra interruption 
*rere Mr. Msmnn he drepped into a vein 
•t jocularity with Mr Mamra and Mr. 
Moussera, asking “ What had taken place 
“ their canons ” Yet, alter this, he was 
re unreasonable as to complain of being 
reawn off the trash of his sargumenk

In defending his sstimatss on section 15, 
Mr. Mackenzie denied that hie ear-

* «ye were inaccurate. Sir Charles Tapper 
•red him if he had net read the evidence 
"the witnesses In the Committfa a year 
"re ago. Mr’. Mackenzie denied ln effect 
■™reha had knowledge of toe evidence in 
h “ration. Mr. Plumb ram to ask a

Mr. Mackenzie refused to be 
and raid that Mr. Plumb 
'far the purpose of bring 

, this borides being ia bed 
r, but faiug jest 
udlv by the Op- 

“ - i of

^


