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S.rgfa:at!';; ?»roett»lngo.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

CONDENSED REPORT.

Wednesday March 10. 1852.

(Remainder of Debate concluded.)
Message or Hi» Excellency, the Lieut. Goyebwoh

CONCERNING Air. MOONEY*» UlLL, TO COMPEL PaOPRlE-

toii to Record their Titles.
lion Mr. POPE, in reply to Mr. Palmer, said he accounted all 

that had fallen from the honorable and learned member, relative 
to the Message, as of no more conrsquenco or value Ilian an idle 
flourish of trumpet». The honorable and learned member, lie "aid, 
admitted that Hie Excellency*» opinion wan perfectly just, that the 
Message, in itself, wa» all light, and that the Bill ought not to p»"»i 
and, yet, lie wa» opposed to the llouee*» acting iu p»urirsuance of
the rmw which lie liiiiieelf pronounced to be correct. Ili» aim was 
evidently to implicate the Government, if posaibte, in some im­
propriety of conduct, or dereliction of duly ; but lm attempt would 
prove or e*tabli»h nothing but the impotence of hi" m «lice. It 
would have redounded much more to liiv credit, if ho had assaihxl 
the («overnment in a more open and direct manner. It would cer­
tainly have been tnach more manly and independent to have moved 
n vote of centuro against the (iovernmeat, than doggmlly to op|n»e 
the course which, according to hi» own chewing, wav the only pro­
per one. The liono.able member then «poke for «onto time in fa­
vour of the Bill (for which, be said, ho voted in 1832;) and «hew­
ed how such a Bill might, in perfect accordance with the principle» 
of iuetice, end with due regard to the valid interest» of ull concern­
ed. be p«»*ffl into law here, where all Titles to Land» are not only 
of certain origin, but »o recent, (being almost within the memory 
of person» now living.) as to be traced back without dilhcally ; al­
though. were such e law to take effect in England, it woe Id. owing 
to the impoMibilily of tracing Title» to original Grant", create uni­
versal perplexity, and raise up. in many instances, nlmo.1 insuper­
able obstacle" to the devising and conveying of Estate» in Land. 
The Royal Allow-.nee to the Bill, had not, however, he was satis­
fied, been withheld out of regard for any principle, but merely in 
compliance with the remonstrances of the Proprietors at Home. 
But their remonstrances and representations, it could easily be shown, 
had not the slightest foundation iu truth or justice. The object of 
the Bill, it was very tree, was to prevent persons who had a «sum. 
ed and exercised all tlie rights of real proprietors to estate# to 
which they liad no valid Titles, from imposing upon ignorant indivi­
duals, by means of invalid aad frodalent conveyances of live whole, 
or any portions of such estates, for valuable considerations. rm» 
had bet too frequently been done; and in several instances, indi­
viduals who had been so imposed upon, bad. in order to retain p«M 
session of ihe improvements which they bad made on the lands, 
honestly purchased by, but fraudulently convened to, them, been 
obliged to take leases of tliem, and pay rents for them, to proprie­
tors of whom at the time they made their purchases, they bad 
never dreamt. The devising of a means wheieby to prevent the 
recurrence of such fradulent conveyances, was certainly no schem­
ing for the spoliation of proprietors ; for whilst that means would 
effectual I v protect all who vvwhed to become purchasers of land, 
from the frauds ,,f prefen Jed Proprietors, it would only render tin* 
Titles of lawful Proprietors or claimants still more secure, il pos-

Mr. THORNTON opposed the motion for the discharge of the 
order to carry up the Bill V» tin. Council ; and he look.nl upon lies 
Excellency *», Message, in a light, very different from that in which 
it was viewed bv the Government members; sod put ail interore- 
tation upon it, very different from that given to it by them. Hav­
ing passed live Bdl. and ordered it to bo taken up to the Council, 
Honorable meinbero, were, lie said, bound to support It ; and, al­
though it was in th- desk of an honorable member of the H«»u#c. 
thev ought to act with respect to it. as if it were actually in the 
hands of the Council. It ought to In- sent up without delay, and 
the Assembly ought not to take any further notice of it. until they 
should know h »w it hid been do.lt with by the Council; and. H re- 
j -clt-d by the* iNveneil, it would them be the duty of llm ny
V. suppo,! the Bill by an Address m Her Maj My. With respect to 
Ills Exeelfowcv s Mmu(b. the hoa.K..lde m«...ber than observed, 
that It would have bi-.-n a direct intarf.-r. nro wiili the d. libvraiion» 
of Ihe II »...., had il h<»eu sent or delivered, whilst .ho measure to 
wlne a h lia i ref reu.e w«. slid under their euasidoraimn; aad he 
could not leclli-ve, I hat one ineml»er of llie Guverament woukl, ill 
a«h cas.*, hivn I»*11 il V, l*o otherwise th-n unconsinutional and a 
, red br-arh of lln, pnvileg •« .d the Assun.liy. His Excellency.

wh«„ I.» .vm Ik. «MF, tl.oü-1.1. IhM It» Bill w.« ke-
ho»" the (‘ouitcil; and l«a (Mr. Ihualoti) was very far ......  Te I-
f*4 ditiKJAvd to pui any oilier than ilia moat favourable coualruction 
iu on Hi. Excellency’s act. The course which this House has hi- 
uperto pursued with re.jMK?l to the measure in question, they ought 
th he prepared to follow up. I he h.morable the Treasure» has can- 
loidlv admitted, tlial he erred with re*|»ecl to it; and the honorable 
dbo Leader of ihe Government Us ex.-u-cd himself for Ins remise- 
Inès- mi III.- scare »f Ins not being m the House at ihe time the Bill 
|M..ed |. u»iself, was certainly very well aware of the irregula- 
nly of Ihe cour.., which was being pursued by the House; but, I 
knew il would be in vain fur me to oppose il, supported, as it was, 
by the majority ; and. besides. I wished to have the »»•«« «( t ie 
Legislature fully tested upon the measure. We may. I think, take 
il for ijrniileA, that if the Bill purr Ihe I*» Hoo-r-. II» t.vce l«<*y
Mill hr [irrpnrrA In .uppoil il hr i rrcommenAnlmn In ll.n Home 
(inrnrnnmol; .lihoogh, by Ike K«y»l In.Kocnnn. lm .. prrcludod 
from nwnliog In |L I mined, it can «.reel) lm .upiownA, Ifcil no 
will An tillmiwim. if be regard only llw nwiinni in winch it liar 
passed the popular Branch of the legislature, m w Inch the justice 
and necessity of the measure have been strongly insisted upon by 
the leading government memUrs.and ie wbu-h .:s |m~age lu« been 
oppowxl by only oue or two. In mere court,-ay to Un Lxcelluncy 
it is, I think, due to him. tUt his Message should appear upon our 
Journal; for, notwithstanding its obvious impropriety, it must be 
quite evident to every one, that i.othing could bo farther from the 
intention of Ilia Excellency, than a direct vr deliberate vmlataui «.r 
the privileges of the Assembly. With respect to the Bill, it has 
been regularlv carried throngli this House, p issed,aod ordered to be 
carried ap to'the Coeaeil; and, notwithstanding this altar «we*ta- 
ratioa af the irregularity of iu iatiadnelion, eaaead by 11m LacnU 
lency’s Message, I am of opinion, that to rescind the order lor car­
rying ap the Bill to the Council would not remedy the irregaUniy, 
* —— :------ -1 it; and. betides, for the 11''“'“ “ •“ retrace

would be very improper for the Assembly to send up a Bill to the 
Legislative Council, knowing that they could not legally pass it; 
and as to any responsibility which the honorable member (Mr. 
Thornton) might think would attach to them about the particular 
measure in question, they would, if it were sent up to them, at 
once get rid of that, by referring to the Royal Instructions, which 
prohibit their passing it, without Her Majesty’s permission first ob­
tained.

Hon. Mr. POPE. Yes, and record their names upon their Jour­
nal accordingly, as we ought to have done.

Mr. MONTGOMERY said, a motion to discharge an Order for

2mg up a Bill to the Council, two days after the Order had been 
, was certainly a very singular, if not an altogether unprece­

dented and very improper one. His Excellency believ«-d the Bill 
to be before the Council ; and he (Mr. Montgomery) thought the 
only proper way to deal with it was to allow it to go up, in pur­
suance of the Order, that the Council might take some action u|H>n 
it. There would then, he thought, be nothing to prevent the As­
sembly from following up what they had already done by an Address 
to Her Majesty ; and there would be time enough to do eo.

lion. Mr. XVllELAN. Some honorable members appear to en­
tertain a rather extravagant regard for precedents; and, in their 
opinion, no course can be right, unless it can he shewn to be in 
accordance with precedent. But, for my part, 1 a in of opinion, 
that too much weight is frequently attached to the existence, or to 
absence a» the raee may be, of a precedent for a contemplated course 
of action; and all considerations concerning precedents, might often, 
I think, l>e very well dispensed with. If a course proposed be 
right, it requires no precedent to confirm it. If it be wrong, no 
precedent should liave force to sustain it. For the House to send 
up the Bill in question to the Council, knowing that the Council 
cannot pass it, in the face of the Royal Instructions to the contrary, 
would be to practice sheer humbug and delusion upon the people.
I was not in llm House when tho Bill passed; but if I liad been nre- 
scni, I would not have been prepared to oppose it, on account of the 
Royal Instructions; for, 1 confess, I was not aware, that the in­
troduction ef the Bill had been contrary to them ; bat 1 do not think 
there « any thing culpable in such ignorance ; for it cannot be 
supposed, tlial we are at all times bound to know what are the mea­
sures to which the Royal Allowance has been refused. It, how­
ever, now appears, that the Bill in question was disallowed by His 
Majesty, King William the 4th; and that, therefore, in accordance 
with tlie Royal Instructions, it ought not to have been re-introdne­
ed into the Legislature lor enactment, without express leave for that 
purpose, first obtained from the Sovereign. Its introduction 
and passage through, the House, was therefore, positively

as what was wrong yesterday, cannot, by any possibility
quite evident to tlie House, that liavii

and ns what was wrong yesterday, 
right to-day, it ought to be quite e _ 
fallen into error, the best thing they can do, is honestly to confess 
it; and at once to stay all further proceedings in a wrong direction, 
with respect to the business, as it fortunately happens to be in tbeir 
power to do so.

Mr. MACAULAY. If, we do not know what to do without llw 
Excellency’s recommendation, we are worse than babies. The 
Government members of the I louse have given it ns their opinion, 
that the necewily and justice of tho measure cannot be disputed; 
and it is an opinion in which I fully concur. Besides, according to

or debate in either of the Houses of Parliament, but by their in­
formation or agreement; and that Your Majesty ought not to pro­
pound any condition, provision, or limitation, to any Bill or Act in 
debate or preparation in either House of Parliament, or to manifest 
or declare your consent or dissent, approbation or dislike, of the 
same, before it be presented to Your Majesty in due course of Par­
liament.’ M
Thus, concluded the honorable and learned member, it clearly ap­
pears, that the only time at which the Governor can conalitational- 
ly express his sentiments, to either or both Ilona#» ot the Legis­
lature, concerning any measure which has been before them, but 
which is not finally disposed of. is when it is presented to him, by 
tho Colonial Secretary, fur his assent or dissent.

lion the COLONIAL SECRETARY. The reasoning of tho 
honorable and learned member for Georgetown (Mr. llavuand) is 
not in point. The close analogy which ho supposes to exist be­
tween tlie Queen and the British Pailiament on the one I wind and 
that of the Governor of a Colony and its Legislature on tlie oilier, 
is not real. The supposition that it does, is in fact, an absurdity. 
The honorable and learned member is very food of laying his con­
stitutional opinions before the House; but they do not always prove 
that he is infallible in bis interpretations.

Mr. IIAVILAND. Such opinions, although urged upon tho 
notice of the House by me, aie not crude notions of my own. They 
are opinions which pass current with all who are intimately ac­
quainted with the laws and usages of the British Parliament. They 
are, in fact, the express and confirmed declarations of the British 
Parliament itself.

The lion, the COLONIAL SECRETARY then concluded his 
observations by saying, that the only way to secure the speedy pas­
sage of the Bill into law, was to discliarge the Order for carrying 
it up to the Council; and to refer it back to the Committee of the 
whole House, \jih the view of adopting an addreea to Her Majesty, 
praying the Royal leave for its enactment; and he believed such n 
course would be in accordance with his Excellency's views, and 
have bis support.

The lion, the SPEAKER then put the question on the motion 
of the Hon. the Treasurer; and the House divided :

Ye4»—Honorables Messrs. J. Pope, J. Jardine, G. Coles, E. 
Whelan, and J. Wurbiirtoo; Messrs. Beaton, Laird, Davies, Fra­
ser, Flynn, Mncneill. Mooney and Clark.

Nays—Messrs. Palmer, Montgomery, Ilariland, Thornton, Yeo, 
MacAulay, Wightman, and Douse.
„So it was carried in the affirmative.

Resolved, That the House will to-morrow, resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole House, to take the subject matter of tlie 

esolution into consideration.
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of il. wkiek the Amerobly may moke lo the Home Gorerorumt. 
la every petal of view, il, therefore, eppeotr fe me, Ihel Ike only 
proper Conroe for ee. loot eaw,* to peroee, wilh refcieece lo Ihe Hi. to allow il u be lake» ap lo the Corned, oedloew.it Iheir 
dor wine with reapaet Ie k. before we dolikemla wAh a new Ie eey

moon leg l
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Address to Her Majesty in 
ebmitled to the action of the 

i, that ho liad taken nd- 
make his motion for

also again explain­

er of
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art her proceedings ia support ef it.
Mr. MOONEY farther «spâaiaed, « 

te had takS with the MM. ha an id.
would be rid ice lad, if he l 
feveer of the Si*, before i 
Legislative Coeaeil; I "
vantage of a thin Haase, ia the awning, lo me 
the thud reading of the Bill, that he aught get 
opposition if noaaitila- The Imaaialda member edTbew tlw MN happened to he eti* in hie paaeeesuwf < 
that ha ha* eat been requested la heap * hack by any i 
the Government, or by nay one elw. He wae vary glad 
Thornton ee week ie mener ef the M " 

lien. Mr. COLES, m leyly te Me. that it

deration at Home, is an exertion of llis Lxcellency’s influence in 
sup|Nirt of it, which they have not hesitated to promise us, provid­
ed we will adopt the course which, they say, it U his wish we 
should pursue. But. indeed, if all that is necessary to ensure the 
complete success of so just and necessary a measure, be Ills Excel­
lency'» recommendation, we cannot, for a moment, suppose, that 
—however great and manifest the irregularity of our course may 
have been, and even although we should not just submit to Ills im­
plied dictation—lie will noi be so unmerciful to as, pour blind crea­
tures, as to withhold bis recommendation. If aucli a Bill had been 
passed into law thirty years ago, it would have prevented the ruin 
of many who have been victimised by the frauds of illegal claimants 
of land; and. as its enactment, even now, ie scarcely leas impera­
tively demanded, for tho prevention of similar frnads in future, 
overv means ought to be had nwourse to. which will be likely to 
expedite its enactment. The Bill would unquestionably be much 
strengthened by its receiving the support of the Council ; and, with 
a view to their concurrence, it slwuld certainly be sent up to them : 
and, if they agree to it, I cannot see what is to prevent their ad«mt- 
ing a course, similar to tliat proposed here, with respect to it; for,
I suppose, they will have a copy of Ilia Excellency s Message as 
well as we.

lion. Mr. POPE. The c< urse now proposed is, I admit, rather 
n novel one; but there can he no impropriety in our pursuing it. 
So Ion* as th* Bill is within tho walls of this House, it is under our 
rontroul; and if we find, whilst it is so. tlial we have fallen into 

I any mistake or error, with respect to il, it i« not only perfectly 
competent lo us to endeavour to rectify that mistake or error, but 

j it is our duly to do so. It is suiely m«*o honorable, at any time.
! to retract an erroneous opinion, than to persevere in error. the 
, old adage aays, “ A fool never changes, but a wise man often. 

Let ns then act, not like fools, but like wise men; and, having dis­
covered an oversight, lot us acknowledge it, and as it in our power, 
amend our mistake. Persesded Iliât th* only wise coarse is to do 
so. I Iwg leave to more tlial the Order for carrying ap the Bill to tho 

! Council be discharged ; and tlial the Bill be referml back to the 
Committee ef ihe whole lloero, wilh the »h>w of rAoptiog ee AA- 
A,,-,, to her Majcty the Qot-ett, preying Ihe Royrl leer, to he guru 

i to the enactment of such a I .aw.
| lion. Mr. COLES. Thai is exactly the sum and substance of my

'"mThAVIIAND. After a Bill has been regularly passed by the 
House, and ordered to be carried up to tbs council, they have no «mu •

' stitutiooal power to retain, it : il lias then virtually passed from their 
hand#. To agree lo the motion of tlie honorable the Treasurer, 
would he to establish a precedent which might prove very detrimen­
tal to popular rights and privileges. Suppose, for instance, that just 
immediately before tho close of a Session, some very important 
measure should bo carried through this House, with the general 
concurrence and approbation of tlie members ; and that, the business 
of Ihe Se—ion bring .tipped to hr Orel, • number of lh. colony 
member., who had Mpporled Ihe meo.irre, hod relumed to their 
home»; end that eeeh of Ihe member» ee had been oppoeed lo », 
Anri ini they I hen ronelilelrd Ihe majority of Ihe llouee, ohouhl make 
a mm roe for wilhhokliog the Hill from Ihe Coencil, Ihe motion 
would he carried, ami » Bill which hid been peeecd with Ihe fell 
concurrence of Ihe majority of ihe whole llouro, utiJ which might 
he of greet impmt.nce lo Ihe general iolereele, would actually hr 
abandoned, for Ihe lime, end, pelhape, altogether luet, Iu lire de­
triment of Ihe public inloreeu. ThU ie. I Ihiok, quite .efficient lo 
.bow bow daogeroue > precedent the llouee will eet.blwh, if Ihr, 
roneeot lo lh.bunion of the lion, ihe Troeeorer. Bol why t. llm 
Homo tho. celled open lo eel oaemielilatiaitally end endanger po- 
poler right, and piirilogoo’ Why, for no bailor . roowm then Ihw : 
bocoom the member, of the Gorerameet in line Hoeee here keen, 
if not ignorant, obkrkme of their doty, end lo rare Ihmr credit, lh. 
Iloeee mort cooecnl lo Mollify Ihemoelree. end betray iheir 
emulkaenle. Thai Ihe Bill io qoeetioo wee irragolerly mtiwlueml 
end line been carried ihrrmgh the Hen* in contempt of Ike Hoyol 
I «traction., cannot ho domed; hoi for onch trreg.Utuy aod con- 
lempt, no one ka keen lo blame except Ika membera of Ika Gérant- 
meotthmmel.ee; ond wilh them, Um camera ahoeld reel. Ao to 
Ihe Mamma of Hie Ercolloncj, it won oodmtUbU rtoUlnm of the 
prieilegeo of ika Aeeowbly, and dm auomplmo of • light which 
the Omen Imraolf cannot oiotoioo, wilh roeyeel lo any mooeoro to
-XT ifc?OPEd",nmBill lo which the Hrmp ho# reference

“ ÏÏÎ. h KIlÂndT^I. mKhdTworam Tkl only m.hra th. 

hnmfeemme 00 meek the mor. oejo.lifo.hle. The honorable end 
learned member then conclmled by racing, in rappm, rf.hie mi- 
nione, lh. following eitract from > Tnwtiee «pen the Lew, Prt.t- 
legoe. Proceeding., and Ueege of Firlmmenl. hr rho»e Erahmo 
May, Boq., a fororno work, he ohoorrod, w«h Ihe Ham Ihe Tree-
**^Oo the ltlh Noromber. 1440, il wu orored. dm< com conrao 
might he token for promoting the tueowrrntrace or III» Majamy 
king informed of My «him Ikl ie ie egdll-u w “*• k-
fore il ie determined, lellm romomirance of tk Lord# •^Cem-
------ lo Ckrim Ik r«L l#ih Dm—kr, 1441. it wm doclerod,

" - - - right mad pnrilege, that
of tny matter in agifoliM

Wednesday, March 24.
Resolved, That the House do now resolve itself into a Com­

mittee of the whole House, to take into further consideration the 
Bill referred back to the Committee of the whole House, to require 
Landlords, or Claimant of Rents, to put the Titles by which thev 
claim, upon record, in the proper Offices of record in this Island, 
with the view of adopting an Address to Her Majesty the Queen, 
jirnying the Royal leave to be given to the enactment of such a

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Committee.
The Hon. Mr. Jardine look the Chair of the Committee ; and 

after some time spent therein.
Mr. Speaker kiving resumed the Chair,
Tlie Hon. Mr. JARDINE reported, that the Committee had 

agretid to a Bill to compel the registration of the Original Grants or 
" of leand in this Island; which BidPatents of loots or Townships of l^ind in this Island; which Bid 

being again read at the Clerk’s Table was agreed to by the House. 
The Hon. Mr. Jardine also report«I, that the Committee had agreed 
to an Address to the Queen, which Address being again read at 
the Clerk’a Table, was agreed to by the House, and is as fol­
lowed] :—

ADDRESS
“ To Ihe Queen's Moel Excellent Majesty

May it please youb Majesty;
We, the Representatives of your Majesty’s faithful end loyal peo­

ple of Prince Edward Island, in Colonial Parliament assembled, 
most respectfully submit the inconvenience and insecurity arising 
from the want ol a law to oblige the original Grantees, or Paten­
tees. of llw Crown, of Lots or Township Linds, to put their Grants, 
or Patents, on record, in tho proper Office in this Island.

The frequency with which Lands in new countries change hands, 
and in particular in this part of your Majesty’s dominions, together 
with the conflicting claims, sometimes of parlies to the same land 
render an Act such as is referred to, indispensable.

The Assembly, in order to remedy the want complained of, have 
agreed to a Bill for that purpose, which is herewith transmitted-

An Act, bearing a title somewhat similar to tho present, although 
varying in its principles, was passed iu the year 1832—tho second 
of the Reign of His Into Majesty King William the Fourth—but 
disallowed by the Crown. Since then, the Government of this Is­
land applied to that of Nova Scotia, for Copies of the several Ori­
ginal Grants of Township Linds of this Island, recorded io that 
Pro*ince, previous to this Colony becoming a separate Government; 
and incurring considerable expense and some trouble, they obtained 
Copies of those Grants so recorded, and which were copied into 
the Public Records of this Island; by the addition of which to thoso 
previously recorded, the great majority of the Original Patents from 
the Crown, are now recorded in this Colony. But a few Proprie­
tors, namely, those of Townships Nos. Eight (8), Twelve (12), 
Twenty (20), Twenty-five (23), Forty-four (44) and Forty-six 
(46) , Mill continue to withhold tlie recording of their Patenta iu the 
Registry Office of this Colony, which is deemed essenlinl to the 
security of property, and the contentment of the People residing

The Assembly, therefore, hombly submit, tliat those Proprietors, 
above enumerated, ought to have their Original Grants from the 
Crown recorded. They further most humbly submit, that a re­
quest so reasonable, which does not infringe upon private rights, 
and is considered requisite in matters of reference, when dis­
putes arise between parties, ought no longer to be withheld from 
this Island.

May it therefore please your Majesty, to cause instructions to be 
transmitted to tlie Lieutenant Governor of this Colony, that it is 
^ our Majesty’s pleasure, the Bill herein referred to, be passed into a

Ordered, That the said Bill and Address be engrossed.
Resolved, That a Committee l,e appointed to prepare an Address 

to llis Excellency the i.ieulenant Governor, praying that llis Ex­
cellency will be pleased to forward to Her Majesty’s Principal Se­
cretary of State for tho Colonies, the said Bill and Adilreae, for the 
purpose of being laid at the foot of the Throne.

Ordered, That Mr. Mooney, Mr. Davies and the Hon. Mr. Jar­
dine, do compose the said Committee.

government lingers among the higher classes « absolutely crushed
by the voice of a popular majority. Nor is this fact, though rt seems 
paradoxical end strange to the shallow politicians who sleaofy free­
dom with democratic institutions, at all inconsistent with history or 
with reason. It ie the old spirit of the laflEaroai cf Naples de­
manding tlie restoration of that absolute power which the intelli­
gence of the country bad laboured to overthrow; it w the cry of 
** Vivo el Rev netto,’’ which more than once greeted a Ferdinand 
from the populace of Madrid, and which armed the reral districts 
of Portugal in favour of Don Miguel. It is not, Iht the lowest 
classes, especially in countries were education is rare, that the greet 
blessings of liberty are most fondly cherished, and the martyrdom 
of oppression roost impatiently endured. On the contrary, popu­
larity often «companies successful force. Government» of the aioot 
despotic character may sometimes in one sense be termed popular, 
they rest on popular superstition in favour of absolute autkeritv, 
though they crush every thing between the army that sen wads the 
throne aad the populace which supporte ic Thw ie the present con­
dition of the Russian empire, thin to a considerable extant the con­
dition of the Austrian empire in its provinces of Lombardy, Ualhcia, 
and Hangary, where the resistance to the Government comes chief­
ly from the aristocracy and the town*. This will probably be for 
some time the condition of France. Il is by do means difficult for 
a Government, jealous of every species of libertr, to conciliate the 
classes which are numerically tlie strongest. Libertjr of the press 
ie of no account to men who neither write nor read, laberty of tlie 
person is of little moment to citoena too obeesre, to have the mea­
sure of their daily toil broken in upon by the suspicions of a powerful 
Government. Taxation may be so adjusted as to throw its heaviest 
pressure on tlie educated, tlie independent, and the rich. Military 
conscription end forced labour are, in fact, the only burden» which 
fall with extreme severity on.the poor rural population of military 
States under despotic rale. • • • * Popular measures have
not only no necessary connexion with political liberty or conetua- 
ttonal Government, but may literally be used against tL Supposing 
the recently emancipated serfs of Russia or Austria to be invented, 
as the French peasantry have been, with universal suffrage, U in 
highly probable, that this power would be used by them, not only 
against the interests of the upper and middle classes, but in favour 
of a very absolute form of supreme authority. This tendency may 
be distinctly traced in the actual course of events in France, since 
the Revelation of February, 1848; for each saccaasive exercise of 
tlie elective power, has been a stronger protest than the I eel, against 
the principles of liberal government. The Constituent Assembly 
was chosen under the influence of an extraordinary immc, height­
ened by M. Ledru Rollin’» emissaries and by the electoral tricks 
of the Republican clubs; nevertheless, the majority returned was 
by no means favourable to the extreme doctrines of the revolution­
ary faction of that day. The election of th* IOth December, 1848, 
was still more decisive, for the French people chose, with instinctive 
unanimity the name most hostile to liberal institutions, and most 
allied to military power. The Legislative Assembly elected in 
1849, lias been covered with abuse by many of those who profess 
to be (be defenders of free government, and we do not dispute, 
that many of its acts were of an aibilraiy character. But whatever 
the Legislative Assembly of France might be, this much is certain, 
that it was the pure product of universal suffrage; end it tall into 
disrepute much more from the impediments it opposed to the direct 
action of the Executive, than from its indifference to the rights of 
the people. Lastly, the Assembly is dissolved by errant treachery 
and force. The men who stood foremost in military renown, in 
civil government, and in the eloquence of the senate or the press, 
are crushed by the Executive power; the whole thought and speech 
of the nation is intimidated or silenced; but to sanction these mea­
sures Louis Napoleon appeals once more to universal suffrage, anil 
the vote of the masses is to complete tlie subjugation of all tliat dal 
honour to the country. It is impossible to arrive by a closer series 
of facta and process of reasoning at tbe conclusion, that the tenden­
cy and efiecl of oniveisal suffrage in Francer have been to eatabluh 
absolute power, and to destroy all the intermediate liberties 
of that nation. A despotism thus founded by the army, end tho» 
supported by the peasantry aod tlie populace, must necessarily 
prove the most absolute form of government that has ever existed ; 
for the moral force which resides in tbe educated and independent 
classes is effectually disjoined from the regular forces of tlie State, 
aod controlled by tbe numerical force of a popolation to which it 
seems the very existence of free institutions is not only indiffèrent 
but repugnant. We affirm, then, the proposition we undertook to 
prove, that universal suffrage does not secure the maintenance of 
freedom, and may even be used against it.

JttiBttliantous.

•Tkikblkir,
jmu Me/ertjr «.hi Ml to Uke e»jr mom c

( Fro a the London Timet, December 12.)

universal suffrage hostile to freedom.
From the assent given to Looie Napoleon’s usurpation by mil­

lions of votes, we draw a most important lesson. It demonstrates 
beyond all argument, that universal suffrage, which secures no­
thing, does not even secure the maintenance of freedom. The 
passions of social democracy are certainly not extinct in France, 
for they constitute the principal elements of her present national 
character; bet those democratic passions are not necessarily or con­
stantly allied to tlie love of free institutions. la truth, where Ihe 
principle of popular omnipotence is aheeletdy aad unconditionally 
recognised, that power may be employed, as in tbe present instance, 
to abdicate He own fendions, and to rivet its own chain. The 
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A Returned Mormon.—The Swansea Herald (England.) 
contains the following letter, just received from a Welsh ro.ier 
named Evan Powell, who embarked last year, wilh his wife 
and family, to join the Mormons in America. It ie dated St. 
Louie, Dec. 7. The deluded victim say»—

Myself, together with my wife and child, have been ill here 
for five months, and now 1 am somewhat better, but I have lost 
all my comforts, for I have buried both wife and child, in tho 
same grave, in Illinois. I am now living at Missouri. It is 
very unhealthy here, and I beg you to use all your influence to 
persuade my friends to stay where they aie, rather than suffer 
themselves to be blindfolded into such a system of roguery and 
plunder as Mormoniem. It is nothing but a mere humbug—I 
have found it so to my heart’s sorrow. It would have been 
better for us, not to have been born, than to have come hsre 
to be Mormons. They will take all from you at home, and 
starve you when yoiî come here, if they have the chance, and 
take your wives from you. Their chief, Bing hr. m Young, hae 
twenty-four wives, and nineteen of them have infants at their 
breasts at present ; and those lower in office than ho, have a 
smaller number, in proportion to their office, according t«Mheir 
station. Some have fourteen, some seven, and ether» di.Terent 
numbers. And now they are trying their best to insultth» of­
ficers of the United States, w ho have left their places ar. J gone 
to Washineton, and as Congress is now sitting, we shall hear 
what it will do. The Mormons a& very unkind to one ano­
ther. 1 had to dig my wife’s grave myself.—She had a decent 
burial, but the Mormons did not put their hands to help ct all. 
The men who gave them so much money, had promise» of hnd 
and every thing else when they reached here, k^t they have 
been left to die in the workhouse. 1 wish to tell you auo, the 
Sabbath is no more regarded here,than any other day.— «'here 
is gaming of every description here on the Sabbath—such as 
horse-racing, rolling the ten-pins, playing cards, Ac. , a id the 
leaders of the Mormone indulge in these to a great extent, 
together with dancing, «wearing, and everything else that ie 
beyond decency.

The Fliohtof Tint.—In reference to the flight of time. Dr. 
Spring once closed a discourse ill the following graphic lan­
guage : , . „

“ 1 shall never address this audience again.—I shall never 
again meet «hem, but at the bar of God. That interview seems 
indeed far distant. But it will be as soon as Time, with hie 
eagle wings, shall have finished tlw little remnant of hie short

“ After death the judgment.’ We die ; hot icterveeiag agee 
thoee who el.sleep in the dsaL There u no 
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periods are bidden from their eight. Its flight b to longer 
noticed by the events perceived by tbe senses, for tka eer is 
deaf and the eye ie eloeed. Tbe beey world cf life, which 
wakes at each morning end ceases every Light, ot es above 
them, but to them eH is silent nod unseen. The greeunge of 
joy and the voice of grief, tbe revolution of empire* and the 
Upon of ages, seed ee sound within that n&trow call. Gene­
ration after generation are brought eed laid by tb*Ur side ; the 
inscription upon their monumental marble talk the centuries 
that have passed awmy ; hut by the sleeping deed, the long 
interval is aenheerved. tike the dream of night, with the gnfek- 
none of thought, the mind rangea time end apnea without a 
limit. Here k bel e moment between the near whoa tbs eye 
ie eloeed in the grave, nod when it wnkeetethijnégraeet,**


