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A GRITICISM OF WAR

BOOK BY BERLIN PROFESSOR
STIBS GERMANY.

Dr. Nicolai Denounces the Teutonic
Doctrine That Wars Are the Re-
sult of Il/uudle-ble Instincts and
That They Promote Virtues In
Lives of Warlike Nations. 1

CYNICAL vbeerver of letters

. once remarked that al-

though it was the habit of

writers to- affect hamility,

yet there were but few who refrain-

ed from the vanity of inseribing their

names on the title-page of . their
works. However this cenisure may.|

apply to ' the unusual motives of

suthorship, it is at any rate inapplie-

able o those rare books which owe

their genesis to an overwhelming'
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y. takes. as. . his :
point' one of the fundamental dog
trines of 'his opp ts. - He admi
that - war does _r.hct, correspond
with a human instinet but he denies
that instincts are in all cases to be
followed, or even that they are in all
‘cases beneficial. Phe utmost that can
be inferred from the existence of an
instinet is that it was useful at the
time it was evolved.

+Pr. ‘Nicolai then proceeds to com-
sider where else im nature we find
anything analogous to war. From
the days of Lucretius it has been
proverbial ‘that the lion does not
fight with the lion. Apart from deers
and certain birds, where the motive
to fighting is sexual, Dr. Nicolai
shows that real wars are to be found
only in the case of two other animals
—ants and bees. War, in fact, can
only arise where the sense of pro-
perty has developed, and its $nly pur-
pose is the exploitation in one form
or another of the enemy. It is thus
inextricably interwoven with a sys-
tem of slavery, and is only defensible
in so far and so long as slavery is
detensible. With the abolition of
slavery war béecomes void of purpose.

Dr. Nicolai next subjects to a dam-
aging criticism the familiar doctrine

that war represents for man the high-
eat form of struggle for existence.
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That there is such s struggle e ad-
mits, but it must bhe a sirnggle for
life and not-a struggie against life,
such 28 war represents. The true’
struggle for existemce i expressed’
by Nicolai .in terms of the consump-
tion of the general stream: of energy,.
and the object of eaeli individual and’
species is to utflize as Jarge a ghare:
of this energy as possible. -
The cow and the horse ave pressed’
into the service of man, but so Jong
a8 msn is compelied to keep horses.
the necessity of providing them. with:
bay ;?tmp':é th:dnpube‘r_ of men who
can supperted by a given area off
land. “1f ‘all 2 : :

able for the sapport of the Human

it was at two o’clock, in ihe morn=
ing of November 1 that )foch met
French when the tide of Dattle was
running strongly against us. It was
suggested, for the sake of prudencs,
that the British should retire. The
development. of this suggestion was
scattered. by Foch’s interrujption, ut-
tered in those stirring machine-gun-
like: sentences of which I know iso
well, This is w e said: ,

‘“The Germans have sixteen corps.
Very well, We have only tem, with
yours. If you retire I 'shall remain.
Remain! ~The  British army never
drew back in its history. As for my-
self, I give you my word as a soldier
that I will die rathei than retreat.
Give me yours!”

The soldiers round him listened in
silence. It was Lord Freneh whe
stepped forward and grasped Foch
firmly by the hand. In that hand-
shake ..e doom of the Germans at
Ypres was sealed. f
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For She Is a Canadian—

Mary Pickford—our Mary—is now
Honorary Colonel Mary Pickford of
the 143rd United States Field Artil-
lery, of which unit she also is god-
mother. Needless perhaps to say, she
looks well in the uniform.

The Lawyers Again!

Out of the $535 awarded him by
the court in a recent civil suit, a
Thamesville resident received in cash
$200. The remainder was absorbed
by the middlemen—in this case the

lawyers. ‘
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this remedy is andquinkly

Rexall

Your cannot laye nch,;'e&‘bu& :
amount of iron to build’ il:

of health, which is reflected!ins obi
Rexall Celery and Iron Tonic supplies:j
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lang. it al bomses were ouetod b7 nesd] to make the blood rich and pure. -

H you feel run-‘-'d'ow'nj -

i

Iwm‘seuyo{:':he'hui
Paris Green at 55¢ per Ib
Why pay more? Also :

Blue Vitriol, Arsenate of l.ead Etc.

I have pureha.see next year’s supply of

F ertilizer-

It is not too early to ordér today /

H. B. DUROST,
Woodstock, N. B.

Phone 290041
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