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Men Secured
by the M.S. A.

Sl
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of the Military Servies At
up to the end of March, sre-

. pared by the Military Bervice
Council and presented to Parll
contalne this cutstanding »
“There can be no doubt that (be ‘nes
avallable !n Class 1, except In the
Provinee of Queboc, are wt the point
of exhaustion, aud that If the siream
of reinforcemeunis for the (roups
overseas s to Le malntained Lhare 8
no alternstive but w call out the
oLber classes,'

The report covera alL counsiderable
length (uw siory of the vrguuisation
[ operatien of the macuinery of
the act since 1be Council was appuint-
ed ou seplamber drd last,
result up Lo March 30Lh Lsd been
tust 31,296 men bad bLuuvu actually
placed vn duly, or 7.86 per ceut, of
the totai regisurations iu Cluss 1.
‘This 31,296 includes 11,059 wen ia
Catlegury A, who reporied for service
belvie the wmen of theis class were
wclually called out, and of Lhess 2,347
alterwards cluimed exsmptivns. ‘Tbe
uet twulal of the men actuslly drafted,
wserélore, is apparentiy unaer 20,000
up to the ena of March. And, not-
withstanuing this  compuratively
smaill puwwver, the Military Service
Council now declares that the oniy
alternative to stopping the stream of
reinforceweuts 18 to call out men of
tne other ciasses, IL may be noted,
powever, thal since this report wus
written other action has been takem
by tng Government.

Fidl - given as to the exemptions

gran « of sigpificance, lu view
of svernment's decision to
ubol | exemptions for Class A
uen een the ages of 20 wnd 23,

jucius.ve, Ut 372,769 cases disposed
of by the kKxemption Tribunais, 30,
L0s weie granted temporary ex-
e.aption, of woom 14,991 were given
excasplion later; 98,048 were ex-
caipwed on the ground of farming
wuu aairyiag; 1,936 on the ground of
veiBE wulwers or fishermen; 4,171
s velug railway employes,; 1,633
¥ being civil servants, aund 35,136 »s
being wunufacturers. The total num-
per exewpted on the ground of em-
pioywent was 137,419, The total
Llwoer placed in med.cal Categories
5, C. L, und K was 118,763, of whom
22,043 are B men. On the ground
ui reiigious belief there were 636
catwpavns, and 3,493 were exempt~
4 Uuuer toe provisions of the War
ume wlections Act,

Ibe report notes that in every
pivviucte, except Quebec, the appeals
Jougeu trom the decislions of the
,ucas iribunals by applicants for ex-
e.uption considerably exceedad the
uu.sver entered by the military re-
piesentatives, The small number of
wppuals by the military autborities,
Cu.siue 0f Quebec, is asseried Lo be
w0 inuication that the tribunsis did
wot err on the side of lenlency, &
view which is emphatically confirmed

IWEIRD TEUTONIC PLOT

by the fact that in every district the
wypeal tribunals allowed a majority,
wud in some cases & very large ma-
jority, of appeals by claimantis for
exewption, while everywhere but in|
saskuichewan and British Columbia |
wue majority of the appeals by the |
wilitary representatives were reé-
jected.

Dealing with the unsatisfactory |
results in the Province of Quebec, the |
report says that some of the judges |
dia their utmost to assist in the dis |
position of appeals, and to give a|
tair and reasouable effect to the pro-
visions of the act in regard to exemp-
tions, ‘‘but in some other cases the
smoov.h operation of the act has besn
much impa'red by decisions for
which there does not seem to be any
adequate ground."” |

Statistics given as to appeals be-
fore the Central Appeal Tribunals up
to March 30th show that up tv that
date the total pumber of appeals
Jodged was 7,735, of which 3,526 still
awaited decision. Appeals by appli-
cants for exemption dealt with by
Mr. Justice Duff totalled 4,495. ot
these 3,109 were dismissed, 106 were
allowed exemption, and 881 allgwed
conditionsl exemption. Of 1147 ap-
peals by military representatives, Mr.
Justice Duff has allowed 113 and dis-
allowed only 1.

Comparative figures by districts as
to the percen of men who ba
been actually®placed om duty ¢
pared with the total registration of
Class 1, are llluminative. For Lon-
don distriet the pumber of men se-
cured up to March 30 was 2,683, or
9.59 per cent. of the registratl
Toronto district 7,851 or 11 per
cent.; for Kingston district, 3,443,
or 8,22 per cent.; for Montreal dis-
trict, 2,698, or 3.93 per cent.; for

bec 60, or 1.64 [er
1,733, of
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b 16.88 per
distriet, 2, .
for Regina dis-
per cent,; for
84, or 6.78 per

or 11,70 per cent.;
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GERMAN-AMERICANS DID PLAN
TO INVADE CANADA.

REPORT on (he mmm Drilled Men Near Detroit Dur

ing Farly Months of War and Had
Acxcnmulnted Large Supplies—
Their idea Was to Embroll Bri.
tain and United States, Declares
A rican Secret Bervice Man,

I'AD olso to prevent the hatehing
of conepiracies on the Canadlan
torder, says C, P, Wilkins, an
American seeret service man

who, unde; the pem mame of C. -nvlrunohnuc: pleasure luu‘ 0~
Pllenas, is writing & series of articles | | ealth Fesorts where meat
for the New York Tribune on the -':l.ru:' :::::a'. ~ ?”‘N“L:M‘::!
German Intrigues {a the United | American side |
Btates, parts across the stream, with nvar- |

Preavent arings awmerom | Y LSS ES t” dnd

trustwurthy sources that the Germans
wor- glanning an attack on Canads,
their Idea being that German-armed
battallons striking across the Detroft
river and Welland Canal would em-
broil tue United States with Britain,
Another part of the plan was to bring
Unite! &iates Germans flocking to the
are'stunee of the invaders and sup-
ply them with arms stored on the
United States side. These massed
Germanr were then expected to strike
at ho(1 John Bull and Uncle Sam.

It was not a mere dream!

During the years 1914 and 1915
the Gérmans were very active from
Detroit to Port Huron before my or-
ganization was established — smug-
gling at a terrible rate and getting
ready. | sent agents to investigate
—several times! I got a report from
one set of agents, then sent another
se. over the ground and matebed up
reports. There was ample verificatfon
of the reported German smuggling
and ] tary preparations.

A'though the Germans had plan-
ned and prhpared big things to hao-
pen along the Detroit river, some of
those plans were abortive, and oth-
ers were frustrated by the activity
of my agents. Undoubtedly they had
menn' business, and bloody business:

The topography was excellent for
their purposes, The countryside for
several miles back from the river
was largely occupied by Germans—
thrifty, prosperous farmers, who
were outspoken in their allegiance to
the Fatherland. They were amus-
Ingly susp!cious of strangers, before
whom they kept very mum; but
among themselves they talked freely,
with. practically no attempt at con-
cealment, Many sturdy Germans
were brought into the district during
the two years following the outbreak
of war, and almost every farm had
taken on some hands of the sort.

Owirg to the large German popu-
lation there were, of course, a num-
ber of socleties, fraternal-and social.
The princ'pal fraternal society was
the ‘‘Arbeiters,” formed a few
months after the war started. It had
over three thousand members, and
they lived all the way from St. Clair
to Algonac.

There was an abandoned building
in Onkland, a little town adjoining
St. Clalr, and practically just across
the creek from Marine City—an old
salt shed that belong to & man nam-
ed Albert Kaltschmidt, indicted in
econnection with a plot to blow up the
Welland Canal. He was president
of the Marine City Salt Co. and lived
in Detra't. United States Govern-

|ment officers arrested him last April

and took him before the commission
at Port Huron on the charge of pre-
paring a military invasion of Canada
and for having dynamite stored In
his house in Detroit. That is not all
hat is alleged against him, however.
I mention his arrest here, although
it occurred subsequent to the circum-
stances | am relating. He was 2
proiiinent man in the neighborhood,
very pro-German, as his getting into
trouble proved, and he spent & lot of
money putting this shed into a good
state of repair. His idea was to use
it a= & barracks, drill room and store
place (rom which to send an expedi-
tion to Cauada and to help invasion
tro.n Canada when the time was ripe,
it wne charged.

This shed was thirty feet wide by
eighty feet long, very conspicupus by
reason of the manpy repairs of new
wnod: it made a veritable beacon or
gu'ding light for the boats travelling
up and down the river.

It was in this shed that the Arbel-
ters were drilled, They were also
dArilied outdoors, They bad nelther

rms nor uniforms — in sight — but

(hey had a drillmaster, He had been
sent to them by vom Papen very
shortly after the war started, He
was the repl German article, calculat-
ed to appeal to them sentimeucally
and martiully, Ho was received by
Kalischmidt with every wark of ap-
prec ation, gl a position as book-
keeper in the salt works and intro-
duced to the pro-German leaders from
[retrolt to Port Huron.

In belght about five feet eleven,
.ghing ahout 190 pounds, he hore
niwmeel! very erect and had a most
military air, 1o fset, he was & typi-
cal Germen ofcer, with the®usunl
martial Llond moustache and b
and of hpughty speech and bearin
His English was not fluent,
wi nough (0 serve & yOuns fellow
of tuirty in ruch & pro-German com-
wunity. HiJ wite spoke no England
st ali

The drilling of the Germans occa-
slomed no ‘urprise in the neighbor-
" Foll /wing the outbreak of the
f the businesses movad
ractically all except thé

in which the Germans
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the Rtev, €. J, Turnes, is & Germ

ot he how an Irish asalstant, ’
it s evident that Oermans selected

‘he vielnity of the Detrelt river as

strategle long before the war, In the

first place, It offers such easy access

to Canada, and in the second, It

boats plying the rive:, During 1914
and 1915 the river characters made a
great deal of money ut of the smug-
gling of the Germans, :

In addition to the unattached
smugglers, the Germans maintained
a smuggling organisation of their
own, with Marine City for chiel bead-
quarters and Algonae, # summer re-
sort near Detroit and a great Sunday
meeting place for Germans, mext In
importance. From Detroit to Port
Huron they maintained connections
on both sides of the stream for con-
traband goods and comtraband indl-
viduals. They got Arms Across prac-
tieally unhindered by boats and auto
trucks, Almost at the outbreak of
the war they got an island on the
| 8t. ir river, with & fSeet of motor
| boats and accessories that had for-
| merly been used for hunting and |
| boating parties, under a iwo years'
contract,

But the smuggling on a large scale
came to an end with the closing of
navigation in 1916, Since then there
| hus been little of it earried on. While

the game was easy 't was both fast
and furious, thoroughly organized
and directed from Detroit. Port Hu-
ron was most active for a time with
| a small fleet of boats and crews il
rected by a German,

Speaking in a local sense, the ex-

| posure of the conspiracies in connec-
tion with the Irish rebellion interfer-
ed with the German plans and delay-
ed them on both sides of the river. |
Then they developed something like
nerves over the fear that my men
were on their trail. Von Haling, the |
count, confided to ‘‘some one'’ that
he was sure the invasion of Canada
| would be ordered not later than July
1, 1916. He was also sure the Kaiser
would attack the capital, and that he,
von Haling, would shortly be recalled
to Baltimore,

Surprisingly few of the big Ger-
man plans came to a climax without
migcarrying. They had a way of
starting off to & brass band and end-
ing up with a eracked fiddle, thanks,
1 Lelieve, to our course of nerve try-
ing, persistent circulation In their
gecret places and our disclosures
that often brought them to ridicule!
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Appeals for the Support
of every Loyal Citizen of
Waterdown and Vicinity

A Veteran Printer.
Mr. H. Constable, who is perhaps
the oldest working printer in Canada,
celebrated his eighty-fifth birthday
the other day in Woodstock. Mr.
Constable still runs his printing busi.
ness on Dundas street, Woodstock,
being hale and hearty. He was born
in London, England, ir 1834, and
came to Canada very eariy im life. It
is said that he ehopped cordwood at
25 cents a cord in order to earn
money enough to supply himself with
books to secure his education.
| Mr. Constable found himself in
Cleveland in 1863 working as a
| journeyman printer on the Cleveland
| Leader, alongside of Artemus Ward
| and Mark Twain, After some months
he returned to St, Thomas, but being
gsent for returned to Cleveland early
in 1864, the last year of the Civi)
War in the United States. Artemus
ward had then commenced his bu-
moruus wr.tings in the columns of
(be Plaindealer of Cleveland, and
on Mr. Constable’s return to Cleve-
land he was requested by Ward to
fill his place on that paper while he
went on a lecture tour to California,
Mr. Constable modestly claimed his
dnability to @ll his place, but after
wuch pressure accepted the situation.
On returning again to Canada Mr.
Constable established the Ingersoll
News in 1864, This paper bad been
run previously as the Ingersoll Plain-
dealer. In a fire which burned nearly
all the business section of Ingersoll
in 1873 Mr. Constable's printing
plant was consumed, and he, too, was
supposed to bave perished in the
flames, his obituary having been pub-
| lished in the London Prototype which
| afterwards became the London Free
Yress.
Mr. Constable left Ingersoll in
1876 for Ridgetown, where be estab-
(lished the Ridgetown Plaindealer,
running it for & mumber of years,
{Th's newspaper he sold and went to
Niagara Falls, where he established
;the Record. 1n Alexandria he estab-
lished the first newspaper published
there in the interests of the Reform
party. Mr, Constable went to Braat-
ford and established a job printing
ofice there, which he conducted for
ten years, He them went to Ayr,
| where he establisbed the Ayr News
| und conducted that for some time. On
| leaving Ayr he went to Woodstock,
where be has lived ever simce,
———
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