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5 : ; p $ - 'ing, if we had proceeded to negotiate a |
; : & ¢ ‘treaty with another foreign country and
. o : had arranged to give and receive tariff
) 2 ¥ concessions, ~we would have been
; 4

e

Tremendous Célc-
bration in Halifax

 Had Madc His Greatest
Wpeech,

L d

RWALIFAX, N. S., Oct. 15, — Royal
honors were accorded to Hon. w. 8.
Fielding by Liberals 6f Nova Sentia to-
night at the greatest political demon-
5 ition in the history of the province.
8 ‘thousand people who were packed
Jiké’Bardines in the Empire Rink, where
R. Borden opened his present tour
wltk‘o.n audience which his organ said
numbered eighteen hundred, cheered
Mr.; \ding and. Sir \Wilfrid Laurier
to echo. Such a scene of enthusi-
asm’has neveér been seen in this city
of historic political gatherings. ‘It be-
-mat once the popularity of Mr.
i g and the strength of the Liber-
al' forces and their:devotion and.loy-
alty to Laurier and his *government.
»ceding the meeting Liberdal organ-
mp paraded in an illuminated
oS! a mile long and escorted
g, Laurfer;~Pupgsley, . Sir Fred-
Borden,and the entire Liberal
ggation to the rink. Premier Mur-
*presided and the address to Mr.
Fielding was read by A. G. Morrison.
M «Flelding made a masterly.speech.
Her, Pugsley and Sir Frederick
n spoke briefly. The premier
Borden and ' Foster for their at-

titude on the Japanese question.
When the ‘ministerial party arrived
atthe rink they wel greeted with a
. burst of m from -the
nse audience, which continued
: they  had ~ taken"  ‘their
8 .,  Order having been restored,
Premier Murray then calléd ypon A.
G.-Morrlson, K. C., to read fhe ;ddress,
which was agifollows:.. & o/ -

= 98
The Address =" 2 B :
£ B e R o Y &
The Hono\;l_.bﬁ;f;_ﬁ’ﬂ% - 3 g‘?e@ng. M.

¥, P. C., Minister-of Finance:

—The Liberals of Nova Scotia,

ugh their reprne’!laﬂww tativ 'l)erg as-

, sembled, accord you'a most hedrty wel-
come on your return from your great
afplomatic success in Paris. They ten-
@er you their warmest ¢ongratulations
uplon establishing angtber tie, making
‘ the peace of the Empire and pros-

y of our : Dominian: ., great

e they reécall the many successes
of‘the long and honorable political
areer in which you have ever striven
those things which make for: har-
mony and a better understanding , be-

geen the various sections and peoples.

“this country, and they greatly rejoice

_THE NEWS, ST. JOHN, ¥. B.

to receive favored nation treatment
.| only on the particular articles mention-

‘ed in the treaty, France was to recelve
favored nation treatment as respects alp
tariff and commercial matters without,
limitation.. With that treaty outstand-

obliged at once to give to France with-
opt any ccmpensation all the advant-

9

HON. W. S. FIELDING.

abes that:we might give to the other
country with which the new treaty was
to bé made. :

A BAD POSITION REMEDIED.

This, you will agree, was a very un-
desirable position. It seemed necessary,
therefore, that e shoyld get rid of this
somewhat one-sided and embarrassing
French treaty. The question to be con-
sidered was what course we could take

to. accomplish so desirable a_ purpose.
'Weé might have taken steps to termin-
. ate the treaty. But that, for many rea-
‘soms, was. inadvisable.y In  the "first
‘face itwould have looked like a desire
_of jour part to discourage friendly com-
mervcial-relations between France -and
Canada. Then we remembered that, af-
ter a, period of misunderstadings be-
tween the two countries, happier rela-
tions between Great Britain and France
had been brought about largely throush
the good work of his majesty the king.
It would have been most unfortunateif
just shen these good relations were
peing firmiy established, to
great satisfaction of the British people

to.the greatsati,sfaction of our Frencis
Canadian feflow: citizens, Canada }fad
broken in upon the happy situation

dian ~ treaty snould = be denounced.
Therefore, instead of calling for the de-
runciation of this treaty we dezmed it |
‘vell to enter into pegotiations with |

the making.of a broader treaty which,
| while free from the djectionable, fea-’
tuse to which I have -referred would
promise tq be of 'advantage to. trade of
both countries.  This' alone would haye
ben 4 sufficient reason to justify us to
| entering-into the nezotiations at Paris.
(Cheers). . .\

A STEP FORWARD.

The ‘treaty.-itself,. we hope,‘ will be’

ing the audien@e for the warm recep-
tion and regretting that his stay in
Nova -Scotia, after an arduous summer
abroad, must be short, Mr. Fielding
:saidr ' You have reférred in very kind
terms, to my recent completion of &
quarter of a century of public life. One
hardly knows ‘whether -a reminder of
this ehara.ctet-‘shom&be received with
unqualified pleasure. I am afraid it
_is indication th#t I.am Do longer at
Hiberty to class myself among .“the
bbys.”’ After such a Statement I should
hardly be eligible for membership in
that young = men's Liberal Club
of Halifax which _ has done such
grand “Agork for  the party in
‘pakt yeats and  “which, I am glad ‘to
“know, is ‘always found ready- when the
-day of/trial comes. (Cheers). Twenty-
five years-is a Jdomg period when Wwe,
look whead:: But it Teally does not seem
to be long one whose life has been
very busy looks backward. Sometimes,
when I recall the event, it seems but &

pleasure grounds not far from this spot
on our city’s natal day, June 21st, 1882,
I met a friend who said to me: ‘‘Mr.
Fieldifig, I have just come out from

days ‘contest indicates that you rhave,
been elected.” \

It ‘was a tight squeeze at that first
election of mine in Halifax county. We
were not able to elect our whole ticket.
Two out of three only were successful.’
My, gv’vn majority, I think, was betieen
twenty and thirty. The only wonder

little' Wwhile ago that on'dne of the:

3

the"eity, and the latest news of yesters |

Gxer the sueces. waich as sended (S Lo uad any degres of suc-
 colleague, the Hon, Mr. Brodeur, in %55
sromoting through commercial ties the " pig Career Reviewed
mpathy and good will existing be-
on the great nations of Britain and - mour years earlier the Liberal party
‘rance and between their children over i, our province, and indeed throughout
seas, living together in harmony, and o pominion, had beert crushed by an
aged in b““dmt? upmat;t;ogg,r;}am): avalanche. That the Nova Scotia Liber-
- pro;ﬁ%?r:’umoto%ova So otols :a've. als were able to recover so soon from
10 & te: be pﬁ)u 5 o Pate I‘ea a- the blow, and with very imperfect or-
::’ dF'oermm”any years you have spoken ganizaticn and almost wlthqut leaders
th'.“ them through the prass and from were able to recapture the province in
(I;B platform, and in you they bave 1882, was ‘somewhat remarkable.
den exemplified enlightens 4 clnses (Cheers.) I can assure you, sir, that I
5 r‘ﬁnlmp and unselash devotion to the had no disposition then to despise the
St interesis of vour eoupcry. The day of small‘things. I was glad  to
ot i Bk @ spsclal Aniers have the little majority of a- score or
to your political friends in this o0 il Toctgiden tmprove it. 1 had
Skovince, for it marks the Samipiction another s arp contest two years later,
a quapter of a century . alkia when I beécame premier, and had to
< hed e rvlce Wiieh you responded run my departmental election. After
to ‘th Wi h dask a R that conditions as respects étections
e call in the dark days of €T~ phecame somewhat easier and I had ma-

sity and  entered the legislature as jorities running occasionally into and

their representative twenty-five Years gaphove the thousands. I am happy to.|

#go they found-in you a wise £OUT- pe able to say my present constituents
sellor and 'a courageous leader. in Shelburne and Queens duplicated
Through " three hard. campalgns you the Halifax majority in the important
led them to victory and for iwelve contest through which. I passed a few

years your government gave this prov- months ago. If I had time to care-|
3 Canada, W
i an homest and efficlent adminis- fully review the vents of these twen-:gponig :.tnt f"u‘; io tha-:rci: ?:i::da

ration and placed among ns laws ty-five years, I am

measures which have doubled its rev-
énues, called great industries into be-
allze the richness of thefr birthright.
To a position -of the' highest impor-
tance and power in the government of
Canada, they have seen you called by
our illustrious leader, Sic Wilfrid Lau-
.rler, and under that government they
have witnessed thie enormous. increase
in the revenues of this country; the
unparalleled expansion ~of its trade
‘and industries; the rapid development
'6f @ national spirit of enterprise and

ing and helped Nova Seotians-to re- -

find much that I should  regret.
(Cheers). But no careful review
necessary to tell me that there has

r mands my gratitude.

- ordinary sh

" tests,
success in the strife of politics is some-
thing not accorded to everybody, and
something for which I should indead

-be most thankful. . Whatever other
virtues I may lack, I seem to have
beeri endowed with a considerable

self-reliance; and the rise of a new

: * ) “staying” power.  (Cheers.) When I
natian In the western world, which pecame premier of our province, it was
has given proof of her filial devotion my good fortune to continue in office
o e motherland by the preferential ror a longer period than any of the
3~gtment of ‘British merchandise, by men Who"hﬁxd p'_teeeded me.. But I must

\
1

I

i

i

1

the improvement of the facilities for not be boastful on that ground, for |

Aransportation and communication
‘within the empire, _undertaking the
.@defense. of her oWn borders, and by
4he sacrifice which her sons have
“made on the fleld of battle. <

. “To, you. sir. the “Liberals of Nova
[“Beotia believe the credit of ‘these great for the melnlon. I .have occupied
“hational achievements is due in a de- that office for a longer period than any
_gree second only ‘to that of Britain's of the men who preceded me in it: I
“foremost statesman beyond the seas, have béén most forttnate in
“Sir Wiltid Laurief: the generous confidence and loyal sup-
% To you, whose wisdom, unquestioned “port ‘of*the’ splendid body of men with
‘integrity and great abilities have

whom I had the honor to be associated
~brought honor to Nova Scotia ~and to in my work in connection with provin-
syourself a foremost place in ‘the coun-| ¢ial affajrs,. and ‘equally fortunate_ in
_¢lls ot the Dominion and Empire, we, finding myself surrounded ad support-
““the Liberals of your native  provinee, ed at Ottawa by the very able defe-
-Ypledge anew the loyalty and support gation who rapresent this province.
 which are due to a leader who ‘has Many of these fellow-workers have
“fpever failed us in the hour of conflict, done ;me the honor of coming tonight
“Hor deceived us in the day of victory. | wTjT?;?emlth:xsngggsm;oln(t(mﬁzzs.)upon
< Signed on hehalf of the. Jaberals Of! whieh I may look with some plézlsuz'e.
feoya. Scotis, | Tn the strife of politics it is inevitable
: ¥ ; that one shall find himself occasionally
“4n sharp confiict-with’ men.of thecother
{ side. But perhaps on the whole T nave
Mr. Fielding, on rising to respond,' enjoyed a larger measure of tha mond-

there_~is every indication that my
friend Mr. Murray is to capture the
record as respects that (office. . (Cheers.)

- 1 have the good fortude to hold a
similar record with regard to my pre-

Y g:,H. MURRAY.
o S 7 Viey A
Fie'ding's Respona?

received a grand ovation. After thank- will and kindly feeihr>

{‘Dufferin, then British ambassador at

]

| High Commissioner for Canada in Lon-

{

sent position as Minister of Finance |

\

f

{
i-

{ ment,

| to; & Mmited : number of Canadian ar-

&
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“should not explain ‘the
under which the treaty was’hegotiated
and the general lines upon which we
“@eemed it necessary fo act: At the last
‘Session of the Canadian parliamerit:We
introduced a new feature into our tariff | to
We provided three tariff col-
the British preferen-
o an: - intér i-
third, # a.. general

opponents than is usually given to one
engaged in the party battles. For this
good-will on the part of men who usu-
ally differ from me, as well as for the|
which T
“from the Liberals!
for the very warm
welcome which you are so kindly ciler-
ing me tonight, I  beg ‘'all to accept niy
very warmest and most ‘sincere thanks.

great kindness. and support
have always re:
of this province, a

 FRANCO-CANADIAN ‘TREATY.

. You have. referred toﬂ the work

which, in conjunction with my friend,’
Mr. Brodeur, I have recently beén en-._

gaged, in the negotiation of the

treaty ~between France and Canada. |
diplomatic {:

(Cheers). There are sound
reasons which prevent
the publication of the terms of
treafy. But there

policy.
umns. First,
tial ; tavift; second,
ate tariff, “and
tariff.. The British prefetential

‘ was to apply to the mother country
. and to some other portions of the em-
pire. The general tariff was to apply
we have no
if particuldr . commercial. a.rra.nge,‘meht.
intermediate tariff was designed

to countries, with which

The

for the preseh't{

is io_reason why I
circumstances:

found to be one of importance and ‘of |
value. But the manner m which the
treaty has been negotiated is in itself |
of much’ interest, @nd perhaps I ‘might
say of much impertance. Never Letore
was Yhe fiscal freedom of Canada SO
fully recoznized as it has been in the
recent negpt)&ions. A Canadian agent,
it is true, had a part, as I pointed- out,
in the treaty, of 21893. But that treaty
was a.very modest one, covering a very
little'gmun’d’-v,and'f therefore did not
command much attention. TPhe present
tréaty is ‘one wwhicH is much-broader in
every way and must take a Dplace
amongst the important treaties of his
majesty. In times past complaint has
that Canada was

upon

new

:sorhetimes been made
that f.not as free as she shbuld be in nego-
{iations touching Her! relations Iwith
fapelEn powers. 1 #hall not ~stop 1o

“the I

with the demand that the Franco-Cana- |

{he French authorities, with a’yiew to. now committed himself.

* 7 A %
SIR WILFRID LAURIER

s

patriotic.
st what-

nor - statesmanlike, -dor ..

(Cheers.) If it ‘has any €

ever, it can only be a misc ievous one. |

Ahe people of British Columbia, who, in
the face of the facts as I have stated
them, must see that no- injustice has
His  pro-

|
{
l
| His efforts will, I believe, not mislead
|
|

been done their province.

 posal fs a breach of faith with:Ontazio, |

l.a~ breach of + faith  with Quebec, a
bréach of faith. with Nova Scotia~a
breach of faith tvith New Brunswick,

and tiie French people, and naturally | g breach of, faith with Prince Edward

| 1sland,- a breach of -faith with Mani-
toba, a breach of | faith with
Sssatchewan, -a breach of - faith
with Alberta. The duly auth-
orized  representatiyes. _of  every
one of these provinces,
tive of party, have
moveinént to which Mr, Borden has
: That move-
-ment; I believe, will-mot- mislead the
people of British Colun.nia, and it witt
_be resented, as it sheuld, by the elec-
tors of évery other province. in the Do-
minion. (Cheers).

Sometithes when we have provided a

post office or a drill hall for a com—l.

munity we have heen told that we have
attempted to hribe the constituency.
Here is a' case where the leader of the

-opposition has attempted to bribe -a !
whole provisice, and that under cireum- ;

stances which are calculated to produce

dissatisfaction. thtoughout the restof’

the Dominion. -(Cheers).

FINANCIAL POLICY DEFENDED.

Fime Wil not pemnit: me tonight to
enter ‘into many of. the (public ques-
tions tvhich are todéy hgirg discussed
from the various platforms i the Do-
minion, and  particularly
gentlemen of the onposition, I

jmportance
own de-

question - of cénsiderable
which happens-to touch my
partment. I was somewhat

to find that my-friend Mr, Foster in one
of his spéeches; a report of which hap-
pens to reach me, attacked the govern-
mont for what he called its reckless
financial policy. He sald that Mr. Field-
ing had been receiving -large revenues
from the people, and yet had made no
provision for the - meeting of urgent

consider how far that & criticism hasl
been justified.” But'whatever may ve
been thought and said of past h;};u-
tional negotiations I am glad to able
can

say that no Canadian
the slightest fault with
attitude of the British
government " i connection. with ~the
recent hepotia .. +Op the contrary;
we have every .Teason ‘to. feel grateful
that His Majeésty’s government have
recognized so fully ard so frankly the
right of Canada.to determine for her-
self her commercial relations. (Cheers.)
Of: course, the! making of a treaty’
with a foreigh ipower:is, and must be,
an imperial matter. It is the sovereign

find
the

ta?ll!

obligations. Well, sir, the people have
had eleven years of financial ‘admin-
istration by the Liberal government,
and I think I may safely say that the
record of that period Will beay, favor-
able compa,rlson’ with the Tecord of the
previous eleven years, when the gov-
ernment of the country was in the
hands of gentlemen of the other side.
During the last éleven years of Con-._‘
servative admfnistration; the Ministerj
of Finance had to acknowledge deficits
amounting to about two and three-
quarter ‘millions of dollars ($2,744,840).
The ayverage deficit of the eleven years
was almost -exactly: a guarter of &
iition doltars (§249,581). Now turn tod

irrespec- |
condemned the |

by leading |
may, ;
however, be permittediito refer/ to one |

surprised |

favored nations’ treaties mean.

to be an instrument for negotiations
with = Such foreign countries as. we
might wish to deal with in the inter-
ests of an extension of Canadian trade.
In adopting this policy we were aware
that we should find ourselves some-
what embarrassed by the existence of
what are known as .‘‘favored nation
treaties”” But while these treaties
were thus a cause of some embarrass-
ment, we did not think they should
bar the way to an extension of our
commercial relation. :

FAVORED NATION TREATIES.

It may be well for us to thoroughly
understand as to what these so-called |-
Let
us suppose that a country, say Den-
mark, for instance, enters into a com-
mercial treaty with . Great Britain.
Certain privileges or concegsions speci-
fied in the treaty are granted by Great
Britain to Denmark. Then the treaty
contains a further provision that if
other concessions of like character are
granted by Great Britaip to any other
power such concessions shall apply also
to Denmark. If that treaty applies to

said:

power in every co
ireaties, and the so
Canada, as we_all
_knowledge,” . 18 His
Edward. The imperial govern
its part to play in the bus
was a part which was taken,
embarrass us, n
to assist us at every point.
league, Mr. Brodeur,
to Paris as ministers o
we were more than that,
as 'accredited representatives
Majesty the King,' au
fullest manner ' to represent
these negotiations concerning
minion of Canada.
It seems toediie

PROVINCIAL SUBSIDIES!

Dealing with pr_ovinclal
and Mr. Borden’s action, Mr. Fielding
“Theré was one matter which

untry which makes
vereign power of
are proud to ac-

Majesty

iness, but it
or to restrict us,

and I went over
£ Canada.
we went also

thorized in the

that this is a fine
example of the liberty which Britain
so generbusly extends to her
erning colonies, 'a - liberty which, un-
doubtedly, in the case of Canada has
conferred much happiness on our peo-
ple and at the same time bound them
more closely than ever to the throne
and person of our sovereign (Cheers).

theTecord of the eleven years of Lib-
eral administration.  There was but
one deficit, in 1897, our first year, when
we had to conduct the business upon
arrangements largely planned by the
outgoing government. But against
that one deficit of a half & million dol-
lars chargeable in part to our prede-
cessors, we have had a succession of
surpluses . amounting in the eleven
years -to more than ninety-four mil-
lion dollars (Great eheers). Our pre-
decessors in their eleven years ‘had, as
I have shown, an average deficit of &
quarter of a million dollars per year.
In our eleven years we have had no
average deficit, but, on the contrary,
an average surplus for the whole
eleven years of eight and a half. mil-;
lion dollars per annum. .

Now, look for a moment at the ques-
tion of the public debt to.which my
friend, Mr. Foster, referred. During
the last eléven years of the Conserva-
tive administration there was added to
the public debt sixty-one million dol-
lars, being an average .increase . per
year of $5,644,000. In our eleven years
we have added. to the publi¢ debt.only
a little mdre than five million dollars
—$5,175,427.

King
ment had

not to
but
My col-
But
of His

him in
his Do~

self-gov-

subsidies

sure that I should . gon9 ¢4 any other power in return for’

% similar privileges to be Treceived, the

benefit oisuch concessions would have

to be given to Denmark without fur-
been much, and very much, that de- [ thfer consideration from that country.

E : +  'Some of the favored nation treaties

T have had, I fancy, more than "an i ngaye heen made in recent yéars with

are of good fortune so far | ;o
as it relates to succdss in political con- i themco;i?;t :’i d(;a?(?:: a.gﬁ I;:mabet!; n(:t
- e

Twenty-five years of unbroken | oo, it was not deemed hecessary to

ne of the
countries which have such treaties ap-

consult colonial wishes:”

plicable-to Canada are of small

engaged a share of my attention dur-
ing my visit to England which was
of special interest to my friends of
the local government here, and to the
people  generally throughout the Do-
minion. It became my duty to assist
in obtaining from the imperial parlia-
ment such an amendment to the con-
stitution of Canada as would give ef-
fect to the prayer of -the petition of
the Dominion Parliament respecting
.the enlargement of the Dominion sub-
sidies payable to the several provinces.
That is a question which has been be-

coms-

The average increase per year under
the previous government was $5,644,000.
The average increase of the pubile
debt per year under the Liberal ad-
ministration has been $470,000. The in-
crease of public debt for the whole ele-
ven years. unfier -Liberal administration
is less than the average increase Tor
every year of the eleven years of Con-
servative administration. (Cheers).
Indeed, if we leave out the exception-
al payments on account of the .con-
struction of the new Transcontinental
railway we' shall find that there is no

| step inthe right direction:
having 'i~less, viewed in the light of the present

mercial importance. - Consequently, the
granting of additional noncessgt:% to
them need not be regarded as a very
serious maitter. But some. of fhese
favored nations treaty are of such.com-
merecial importance, notably, the treaty
with France. ‘Our treaty with France
was negotiated in 1898 and was approv-
ed by the parliament of Canada. . The
negotiations were conducted by ZILord

Paris, and by-Sir Charles Tupper, then

don. I suppose the treaty was the
best that could at the time be obtained
from France-and probably it was a
Neverthe-

work,

day, it seems to have been a'very one-
sided instrument, and particularly so
in this matter of favored nation treat-
It provided tariff concessions

ticles going into France and concessions
to a limited number of French articles
coming into Canada. Provision was
made that if in the limited list of ar-
ticles going from Canada to France,
any further concessions were granted
to another power they must be granted
also to Canada. Thus favored nation
treatment -was secured to Canada for
the particular articles, few in number
roentjoned: - in .. the. . list.. .But  on
the other Hand, the favoréd mnatlon’|
treatment given by Canada to France
TVhile Carada was
.

strife.

in

fore the people of this country for
many years, and I am glad to know
that a settlement has now been reach-
ed, one which, I am confident, is sat-
isfactory , to. the vast majority of the
people of the Dominion. It
hitherto ' been a party question; it
should not be a party question. Every
man in Nova Scotia, be: he Grit or
Tory, every man who is in any way
interested

in your ed
your

In the proce

BORDEN'S MISCHIEVOUS POLICY.

" Mr. Borden’s:attitude in raising this,
question as he has done in the province
of British Cohimh! {= 21

Ay |
nt

road
bridge service, in your steamboat and
packet  services, in: your agricultural
organization, in your public charities,
i all the many:things which fall with-
in the scope of your provincial admin-
istration, every man, I say, irrespective
of politics, is interested in seeing that/
your government is provided with the
means of dealing with these provincial
services in & liberal way. -
And what is true of our province is
equally true of every other province of
the Dominion.
Jate years up to a very recent date,
this great question has been considered
as one apart from ordinary party

incérease at all, but g very large di-
minution of the public debt. (Cheers).

Mr. Foster says we have made no
provision for maturing liabilities, that
is to say, no provision to pay off the
public debt. Well, what provision did
he in his day make for this purpose ?
Did he reduce the public debt 2 On
the contrary, as I have shown you,
during his eleven years—I take that
period so that we may compare it with
our eleven’ years—thé publfc records
show that instead of® making provision
for reducing the debt, as one would
suppose from his remarks, -he actually
increased the public debt to the enor-
mous extent ‘of sixty-two million  “dol-
lars. -

Now, let us see how our, friend, Mr.
Foster, fares on the same accounts He,
too, had to meet capital and special
charges. During his eleven years, he
had . to provide for . charges of that
character amounting to something over
eighty millions of dollars. But:instead
of providing for them as-we did, large-
1y out of our revenues, he found him-
self at the end of his eleven years with
an addition of sixty-two million dollars
to the public debt. We spent, as I
have shown, one hundred and twenty-
seven million dollars on charges of that
kind, but only added five millions of
doliars to' the deébt. ’ -

has' not

ucational
and

(Cheers.)

edings-of

-

R

v - \|-himself-heard-he said: . E
! ary. Tester spent only two-thirds of 2

our sum, $80,000,000, but he added $62,-
000,000 to the, public debt, against five
millions added in our eleven years. To
put it in another form; Mr. fouter
provided for about 23 per cent. of his
 capital expenditures and added 7 per
cent. of them to- public debt,

We provided out of revenue :thout 96
per cent. of our capital expenditures
and added only 4 per cent. of them
to the public debt of the country. It
is true that we have not been uble
| tolay aside millions of detlars to riget

ment, but we Have done bettir tkan
that—we have protécted ths Dominion
crdit by guarding against the “eror=’
mous increhse of the public debt which
oceurred under the administration of
the Conservative party. (Ch22:3)

BORDEN'{ PEATFORM.

But, ladies and gentiemen, 1 must re-
member: that therésare” others whom
you afe anxious D Heaf ™ You will T
Hope, hearifrom my oid colleague, Sir
1 Fredeticle Borden, - and from-my -few
{ colleagueé, Hen. Wm. Pugsiéy, who
have ign > it 5 d
‘monstration; and ‘above-aif ‘from the
| great chief of the Liberal party, Sir
i Wilfrid Laurier—(cheersj—whose Kind-
| ness in coming so far to assist us to-
| night'I very warmly appreciate. « If
| time permitted, a farge field for comi=

Iy -the der-of the opposi
sramime which, I think, has
more alarm‘in the mindg of his friends
than among his opponents. In one re-

g€pect I ¢an-congratulatehim on his.w is- |

dora, He Was wisein givingusliis pro-
grammeé oft His own bat, rather than
sammoning a responsible party conven-
‘ tion to declare.it, (L.aughter). It seems
to be an elastic and accommodaiing
| programme. S

i+ .Do.ihe Cofiservative nfanufagtarers of
the ‘East-want a . higher tapiff? If so
they-areeiven~to-understand-that they
wili get it. =

‘ Do’ therwestern farmers wint-~the
present tariff or a lower one? They
apparently can be accommodated, for
we hear little or nothing about high !
| tariff in the western speeches of our |
| Conservative friends. Do the radical
| spirits of the count!‘_v. want a wide ex

tension of the principle of the govern=
: ment ownership and control. of works?
| They are invited to look fo the Con-
servalives for it. Are the serious’and
sober minded people of the \country
alarmed by such proposals? They are
reminded that in the greatest. public

work of ‘the country in which govern=-

ment ownership and control now exists,

| the I. C. R. to wit, it'is coolly pro-

posed to abandon such control and

hand the work ever to an irresponsible

commission, @ Would the people of Al-

berta ani 3askftchewan like 1o have

the lands ) ow held bysthe Dominion

government turned over to the local

gqvernments? They shall have them.

Although the Dominion kept the lands,

it made the provinces a iiberal cash al-

lowances’ in llepy of them. Would the

people of Alberta , and Saskatchewan

like to have both the cash and the

lands?+ I8 so.they are to have them,

Would the people’ of” British {Columbia
like to have additional provineial sub-

sidies at the‘expense of all the other
provinces? They shall have them, It'is
all suggestive of the bargain counter
which bears a sign, ' “‘If you dom’t see

what you want, ask for it.” I shall

not say that it is a case of “agk and

you shall receive,” but it certainly is

a case of “ask and you shall bg pro-

mised.” : 2 2

{IBEHAL ACCOMPLISHMENT.

“Against the fanciful platform of the
epposition leader, we placed the record
of eleven years of good government.
.We do not'profess to have given you. &
government of perfection. The man-
agement of the vast affairs of Canada
calls for the: services of a great many
men. ~All will not be equally energetic,
equally zealous, gqually faithful. At
times some mistakes will-be made.
Here and there some little things will
happen which will be open to ériticism,
but these things are but as drops In
the bucket of the Liberal record. The
story of eleven years of public admin-
istration under the leadership of Sir
Wilfrid Laurler is a story of which
every Liberal may well be proud.

Look at the  enorimous. development
of your trade and‘commerce, which has
increased by leaps d bounds. Look
at the opening up of the Northwest,
where stagnation had existed and pros-
perity has taken,its place. Look at the
{ncreasing stream. of immigration
whereby we are adding every' year ‘to
the population of the country numbers
equalling the population 6f one or two
small provinces. Look at the extension
and improvement of ‘our transportation
facilities in all parts of thé Dominion.
Look at the stately buudmgs which
ornament your cities and towns.  Look
at the wharves, piers and breakwaters
which- line ‘your coasts_for the protec-
tion of navigation and the ericourage-
ment of fishermn. Look at the mag-
ificent pestige which Canada, -has
achieved in ~ the ~eyes of - the
world under Liberal _ administra-
tion and especially + through = the
statesmansghip 6f

Sir . Wilfrid Laurier.

By their fruits ye shall know them;”
What the Congervative party might

be expected to do for the country can

ing .at the time of their retirement.
What the Liberal party will do for;
the country can be best judged by the
record - of - the -past eleven  years.
Against the empty and conflicting poli-
cies of our critics we place the rec-
ord of eleven years of Liberal admin-
{stration, eleven years of such prog-
ress and prosperity as was never
known before in our Dominion. That
record we are confident will command
and receive the support of ihe: coun-
try. ‘Bspecially, - do L. feel confident
that it will receive: the dpproval ‘and
support of this province and we shall
once more .send back to Ottawa the
solid eighteen. .

In codelusion . Mr. “Figldifg 4gain
thanked his Nova'Scotia followers for
the honor they had done Him anad to the
Premier and his colleagués for 'being
preséptiy - e

¥ » .
Sir. Wilfred Laurier 7

“The great chieftain, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier,” sald Premier Murray, and
the vast audfencé arose 4s'‘one man,
men and women, and cheered with wild
enthusiasm, “hendkerchiefs were waved
ana hats tossed yp while‘the stalwarts:
in the .gallerg alfhost lifted ‘the roof
oft with their icheéfs of greetifig to the
distinguished = chief "6f the 'Liberal
rarty. Never has a political leader re-
eeived such an ovation in this city. It

the maturing debts of the otd ‘eovern- |

fepie; {0 join s in this de::

ment might be-foamd imthe programme g
annetinged a few'\weeks ago4n his hallde
DN<=g Prow
created /

| stated that this assembly
some thanks for my presence. I desire

'to] protest agaigst these_words, I have:

‘earnation of- eourage -

be best judged by What they ‘were do-

i

HON. WILLIAM FUGSEEY

my first words rmust be to utter a pro-
test against®one part of the otherwise
beautiful address which was delivered
by the chairman at the outset. In open=
ing this meeting, the chairman_ had
owed me-

_been long conseious that it would be
«for my pleasure, my good and my ben=-
eofit, could I from time to time, and
more often than:I had -previously done,
visit this fair province of Nova Scotia,

M (Cheers) and if T were ever to visit this

province of-Nova Scotia, what better oc~
casion could I select than this occasion,
when the wholg:of the , provisice was
here assembled to do honot to a friend.
and colleague, and such a friend, and
such a colleague as the Honorable Mr.
Fielding. (Cheers,) <

“I hayve always. had an unbounded
admiration for the old land in the
north of Europe from which the great=s
er proportion of -th& population of thige
provinee hadscome, and which had
given its name to the province. I speaks
sy mind when I say that in my hums
ble ‘opinion old Scotland is the salt of
the earth, and it i§/my humble judg=
inent that in Scotland there is more-
common senge to the-aere than in an ;
other portionr of the sarthi, (Cheers?
We are hére tonight ‘te do Hanor an
testify our admiration of “one of thé
noblest, one of the ablest, one of the
greatest sons of Nova Scotia:I remem=
ber that once upon a time; in 'a debatg”
on the floors of the House at Ottawa, I
told Sir Charles Tupper that in. my
humble judgment, since: the days of
Athens, no country of so small a pop+
ulation had produced a greater galaxy
of public men than the . province of
Nova. Scotia and among. these my.
friend Mr. Fielding took hig place. Hig
name, already immortal, ‘would live 1?3"
the pages of history, as the very ine

-and ' honestyy

(Cheers.) I have known Mr. Fieldi g
for many years, but it was on the zolz
of June, 1893, that I really appreciated
him. Why do I say that? Béeause om

| that oceasion; seated at Ottawd, I found

him- at"the Liberal-convention. It was
a great success, and I am free to sa
and I say it as I feel it, that the suga
cess of this convention was due to M
Fielding more than any man, dead ot
living. ‘Speaking with one of my cols
leagues in the House from Ontario, whe
afterwards became my colleague in th®
government of Canada. I told Him that
1 saw already the signs on the wall of
the downfall of the Tory party. I said
to my friend that Mr. Fielding mus$
be a member of the next Liberal ads
ministration;, and three years afters
wards, when by the grace of God, and
the will of the Canadian people, I wa%
called upon to form'an adminfistratios;
the first man to whom I applied weas
Mr. Fielding. He has been associated
with me. ever sinee, and he has proved
to be a tower of strength in the goverm
ment of Canada. "(Cheers.) e
We want his services and we wanhk
them more and more. The last servies
he had rendered as just described wasa
the French treaty. He spoke too mod«
estly of it. The greatest virtue, or per<
haps it might be called fault of my
friend, Mr. Fielding, is extreme mod«
estly. He has not told you all that we
owe to him and to my colleague, Mr,
Brodeur. WHen the treaty shall be
placed before the eyes of the Canadian
people, therfe will; be no:; words str
enough to express. their admiration’
it.  This treaty marks-an era in the
history of thejcountry. (Cheers.) - .o
All the negotiations have been cofi«
ducted by Canada, the British Govern<

_mierit having placed it in our hands al-

together. - “The Liberal party long
dlaimed the right to make our own
tréaties. ' In 1882, Mr. Blake introduced
a resolution to that effect in the Housa
of Commons. It was not beéause a di-
plomatic corps of Great Britain was
not as effective as any other public
gervice. - But 1t 18 written in the book,
“Better a dinner of hexbs where love’is
than a stalled ox and hatred 'there-
with.” Better to have our megotiations
carried on by men whose heart is ' in
the work, than by the most illustrious
men of the British aristocrdcy. Where
the heart was not in the diplomatic fie-
gotiations - indifference’ to  the result
would be apt to:follow. i

I expressed these views some days
ago in Toronto,” but - they were ¢on«
demned by my friend, Mr. Georgs
Eulas . Foster. * must say that ‘thae
criticisms 6f Mr, Foster are not ofitha
sajfne: valtie “to e as at one time.
(Cheers and laughter). I cannot pleass
him whatever I do, or whatever I don’t
do. It is always-the same thing.: It
there is a questign-to be gettled, and I
do something, @ growls; if I don't do
anything, h8 growls, and whéther I'do
one thing or the other, it is always the
same result.. However, our sense  of
pain is duligd bf.Telteration. I don't
Ehow anything to be sorry for in what
1 said. Mr. Foster said I negotiated a
treaty with Japan from which followed
bad results in, British Columbia. Wedid
negotiate a treaty which was good.or
pad, If it was good thenm, it is good
‘today; If it %as bad today, it was Dad
“fRen, and why did not Mr. Foster at-
tack it? Nesone ever did attack it On
the contrary Mr. Foster and Mr. Bor-
den urged us to make a treaty, and now
that we have a little difficulty about it
Mr. Foster and Mr, Borden are Znot

was an inspiring scene as the slight
and supple figure of the prime minister
bowed in response to the storm of
cheers. When at Jast he could make

h 4o e g

“Mr. chairman, ladies and ger Ta¥an;

above trying to make political capital
at the expense of the country. (Cheers).

1 ¢harge against the Conserva‘;ive
party under the present leaders, ghat
[ TR
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