t the Sealers’ Associati
y .‘l,is&qhg*ia"ivn' decided to
te statoment of the case pre-
of form as possible and

i

have a comphl
pared in as

a reply will probably be received in conrse
f)!“ a or two. © sealers hope that the

& preie L, e to 13,000,000

s working classes,

T dy‘ll
the state of trade. mwo

, and are less fro-
uent in times of ial depressi
is fact tes that the romance of life
88 who are generally re
: in the matter of marriage is after
all restrained by dictates of common })l’l:'
dence. - Daring the Lancashire cotton fam-
ine, early in the sixties, I had a church in
Dundee. The f; of cotton i
Ulan abnormal boom in the jute trade, and
Wwas the principal emtporium for the

ture of the ble fibre.

that town laid thé founda-

greatness, those

W, s times marriages were frequent,
d in the course of a few y

ears I united in
the sacred bonds of matrimony a greater
ber of young conpl than in any sim-
ilar period during my ministerial career.
A favorite fancy of the millworkers was to
be married at the manse, and 1 was often
n?:ulod at their lavish expenditure and love
of display. g
“One evening L had arranged to” marry a
couple at the manse, and at, the time an eld-
erly friend, recently retired from a sue-
cessful business, was staying with me, and
wished to see the ceremony. Three cabs
drove up to the emtrance gate, and my
room was immediately filled with half a
dozen couples, who constituted the bridal
party. Tﬁe men were in full dress black
suits, white kid gloves, buttonhole flowers,

m ‘Gda d abou Ogg 3'65
ian "Fea association and about 81,
by the ftade returns. The figures in each
case are bigher than shose of 1890, the dif-
fere ying betweea 2,200,000 pounds
in the es-
timates of the Ten association., Both the
trade. tbe i::l returns lho: :‘ l;;ga in-
crease in y acre, and ¢ V-
ment was common Pt:rboth valle i
Tibet is taking British s to cven a

Government will take i
action and promptly lay the full account of
the seiz before the Imperial (overn-
ment, 80 that the rights of vessels flying
the British flag on the high seas may be
| maintained. )
The Provincial Government will also lend
' THE WEIGHT OF ITS INFLUENOM .
~ in endeavoring to have the matter adjisted
a8 promptly and fairly as possible.  Vester-
23 morning Hon. Theodore Davie, Premier

Atmme{ 1, gave instructions to
have a comp t

umimd circumstances of thecase, thesete
be prepared in affidavit form and forwarded
ot once to Ottawa. This prompt action on
the part of the Government will assist very
materially in enabling the Ottawa Govern-
ent to deal with the sase,

The Premier, speaking to a Colonist ré-
porter yesterday, said he thought all that
w'onld zo necessary would be to lay the com-
plete

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS ‘
before the Ottawa authorities. This woyld
show clearly how the matter stood, and he

« had every hope that the Dominion Govern-
ment would act with promptitude. and en-
ergy in having the I?nperinl Goverment
fully advised.

The British Columbia Board of Trade has
also taken the seizures into consideration,
and a memorial has ‘been prepared. sé'ting
forth the facts. 'This is to be forwarded at
once to Ottawa, with an urger t request that
every step necessary be taken both to pro-
tect the sealers’ rroperty, and to geeure

%or tﬁe seizures already made.
0, Eg Vancouver Board of Trade

e Bfled to co-operate.

r of Justoms Milne has made a
stateyni ot the facts which have
te@ <y him.  This: statem.nt also

gaes to Ottawa to back up if necessary
Wwhat other statements have-been made. The
American Consul at this port his been
waited upon by Capt, Furman, of the San
Francisco schooner, C, H. White. and the
Americin Government will ace «dingly %

T ~——tully advi-ed.

ANXIETY FOR OTRER SCHOONERS,
The sealing schooners owners in this city
and elsewhere in the Ptovince have really.
use for fear. There are uearly 40
liovners either now on the Russian
jast, or en route therefor, and no one can
1 how many of these are seized already,
Ir, judging by what has been done in the
Isc of the Rosie Olsen, the Willie McGowan,
e ArieLand the White, all are in danger,
ould these vessels be seized and the offi-
IS and men be treated in the same way as
others were, no ons can “tell what ‘the
ent of the-injury and loss will be, Not
ly is much valuable property in danger,
the very lives of the men who are on
d are risked. Even.now there may be
e of them turned ashore at Behring
d, or along the inhospitable coast, to
e or suffer privations, and there will

0 means of escape, as the chcnces are.

strongly against an ship calling there
‘hich they might be rought home. In
hbsence of further news, the excitement
phetted on the grindstone of anxiety.
© is no means of communicating with
chooners to warn them of their antici-
l fate, and no way of finding out
jer any other seizures have been made,
except by sending a steamer over. The Seal.
ers’ Assoziation and the owners generall
are of opinion that a warship should be de-
spatched, and they will ask Admiral Hotham
to endeavor to spare one of the fleet to patrol
the ‘‘ dangerous waters,” and, if necessary,
to render essistance,
CAPTAIN COX INDIGNANT.

Captain J. D. Cox, president of the Seal-
ers’ Asi:\ciation, expresses, in no uncertain
language, ‘the indignation he feels over the
occurrence. He does not know of anything
the sealers can do to supplement what has
already been done by them, but, if he had
his way, wou!d see that a British warship
Was au once sent to patrol the waters of the
Japan and Russian coasts to protect British
vessels against such piracy as that of Rus-
Bia,

““It used to be,” he exclaimed in disgust,
“‘that o vessel flying the British flag was
safe anywhere on the high scas and it was
the prtv of Great Britain that her flag was
respectyd everywhere. But it seems now
that almost. anyone can with impunity in-
sult it, and the British flag on a Canadian
vessel can be trampled on with little fear of
punishment,”

One thing of which Captain Cox most
complains is that no warning was given at
any time of the action which would be taken
by the Russians, and there was no way in
Which the Voctoria schooners could be 1in-
structed that they were in danger. The
captain is very much afraid nothing will be
ilone to maintain the rights of the schooners
on the high seas, for his experience in the
past has been that the sealers get scant
Justice.

ENTITLED TO NO GREAT CREDIT,

Whila the captains and men who were
brought Lack to Victoria from the inhospit-
able “sheiter” of Petropaulovsky were glad
enough to get away under any conditions,

.G
ote statement made of all the,

larger than it did before the war
wiral.Sikkim. The total value of the trade
from the latest reports, is 3,500,000 rupees

with ample display of linen and jewelry.
The ladies were dressed in white muslin
< i | trimmed with lace, and decked with flowers
and; asin_former years the balance isin |, 4 coronets of glittering beads. It was
favor of Tibet, the exports from that coun- indeed a gay and showy scene, My friend
: og  valued at 2,600,000 rupoes, as leaned back in an armchair in & corner of

b 900,000 rupees of imp, . Erom | ) room, with his big fingers dovetailed

| Bengal, the principal importa” are indigo. into each other lying across his capacious
tobacco, and Waist-coat, and, trapsfixed with simple as-
tonishment, gazed vhrough his spectacles,

that seemed to surround his eyes with
phosphorescent circles. When the cere-_
mony was over and the party had retired

piece goods,
metal wares.,
A curious of sap i
which still fl%revuil. in Kashmir 1s the fol-
lowing : © municipal committee, with a
Vview "05 y the air, lighted a large num- my guest pushed his spectacles on to his
ber' of sulphur fires in various parts of the forchead,and slapping his hands on his knees
city. Some of the M"““f“ P""Ch”‘! that exclaimed : “ Well, that beats all ! What
any step to oppose the will of God will ex- are the working classes coming to? I had
cite divine wrath more, and that people dy- to be content with a humble wedding in my
Ing in the mohallah: where sulphur was day, and I reckon I could now buy up the
burnt would dié as Knfirs or infidels. The whole mill where these people work. Mark
result was that withii an hour people ex- my words, these daft youngsters are begin-
tinguished the fires with water, aud thus ning at the wrong eng of the tether, and
care and money expentled for the public that they will find outsome day. You can’t
good was waste ” . | make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.” [
From the 1st of January next there will | c51q only smile at this bit of philosophy,
be a reduction of 50 cents per ton in the(, 4 say: “That is the order of the day in
Suez canal tolls. The board has fixed the Bonnie Dunnie,”
net dwxd?n‘d at 105f 50ci. “per pre. As| " 0n another occasion I was asked to marry
the net dividend I‘F" year was 8617 5ci., the | , couple in a curious out-of-the-way place
\ncrease amounts to 18f 75ci. In accordance |, another part of the country, about three
with the London convention, the ship OWN | miles distant from the town where I then
$he o oustouers of the oanal are to share in| resided, I found the Lorr full of wedding
the profits after tl.le payment of a dividend guests, and there were evident prepara-
of 90f by a reduction in the t°l,"- : tions for a night of festivity. The Eride
The Aden camel battery, which came into was a modest, shy-looking ~damsel, with
Sostence some years 8o, is doomed to ex- | jark drooping eyes and graceful, pose of
tinction. It BEPG&P! that the Arab tribes figure. Iwas utierly taken back by what
lnhab[tlngthe cbatable land are now peace- | followed. As soon as the marridge cere-
fully inclined toward the Aden garrison, mony was completed, the bride asked me
though not to their immediate Leighbors, 50 | i 4 soft, timid voice : ‘‘Please, sir, will
that the Camel battery work is confined to vou bnpt’ize the baby ?” and at_ the same
shows and rehearsal when the Bombay 2OM- | moment one of the women lifted a child
nza..nder in ckief or some other high, official from the cradle. In my innocence I asked:
visits Aden ; when, as a rule, the peacefully | « Whose baby 18 it ?’ and the bride, with
inclined ount doeu. not shine. It has, there- a face scarlet with blushes, meekly answer-
fpre, beex_l determined to store the useful ed, ‘“It’s mine, air.” What could I do?
little gux'a of the Camel battery in the Aden Why should the innocent child be denied
arsena unt!l such time as the playfulnsssof | ¢p,o Christian sacrament ? The infant was
the Arab tribss outside of the Aden defenses laced in the arms of the bridegroom
may lead to their withdrawal. ?ather, and, with an extra touch of pathos
that I sincerely felt, I solemnly commended
the baby to the care of Him who said *“Suf-
fer little children to come unto Me,”

€T have had some experience of marriages
south of the Tweed. Here there are no

woolen goods,

4

Marbrati

A Btrange Olaim.
An American named Webster has made
an enormous claim upon New Zealand
through the United States Governwent, and

ed {1

efforts of bridegroom nd bride ‘to slip it
down the ﬁnger were unavailing. The man
rew red in the face with his exertions, and
was really afraid he would dislocate the
finger. I whispered, *‘ Leave it where. it is
and let us proceed.” No, he was
to be beaten with a bit of a ring.
all points he at last said, ** Weet it, weet
it!” The bride at once stuffed the finger
into her mouth, as if it were a delicious
sweetmeat, and thus lubricated thf stub-

- | Thonthe

Batsd af | 1ok

 RUINED BY A FOR1D
Am Extiraordinmary Story.
der Potruch should be a M
to young med. He was once b
away io a hardware shop ea:
‘to help his father, a little old wa
the family from starvi
and no ambitions
- oh ! 8o mightily, to sa

start honsekeeping for himsel
would marry his sweetheart, Sarah
Granitzer, who made neckties, which is to
say she was a slave. She is the daughter of
hq‘lt. Such d'“ fAlelxunwlel- otruch
when—unna ay for him —sonie one
made him P eve {Iut he had inherited
£8,000,000 from his uncle, Dr. Joseph Pot-
2 . The story was this :—The Potruchs
lived ‘at Vilna, Ruesia. Joseph Potruch
was sdopted by a wealthy physician, who
sent him to college and made a physician,
out of him:. That shows what can be done
,wit! n.\,vhmtcri-}. After .!mpb had

to

born ring was at length satisf ily ad-
justed, ;

On another occasion, when we came to
the ring part of the ceremony, the bride ex-
tended her hand and-there was no third
finger—it had been amputated. The bride-
groom had given me a hint of this singular
act before the marriage. The ring was
placed on the second finger, and I have
not heard that anything dreadful happened
in consequence, It must be some comfort
to our lady readers to know that even the
loss of the marriage finger is no bar to mat-

rimony.
e s
IN THE ANTIPODES,

Prosperous Condition of the Twin Islands
of New ¥ealand.

New Zealand is congratulating herself on
the exceeding prosperity of the colony.
Time was when any colonist saw in the

nglish papers or magazines a discourse on

colonial indebtedness or extravagance he
knew that New Zealand was to be pointed
at as the chief sinner. This colony was for
many years the shocking example of prod-
iinliby and wastefulness, 1n whose path
there was no way to escupe for many years
to come. Now all that is changed. New
Zealand has turned the corner, We were
long on the down grade, butare now as-
cending. Other colonics are worse tha .
éver we were, and are getting berated and
scolded, as we once did. We are actually
pointed at by our neighbors asshowing how
a colony can recover itself, and after bein
almost overwhelmed again recover life au§
strength. And so when we see articles
about Australasian financial embarrass-
ments we, believe that our neighbors will
probably suffer more than ourse%vez.

We are not, however, disposed to do
much in the way cf hallooing. We do not
teel yet that we are quite out of the woods.
Our debt is almost as heavy as ever it was,
and to meet it we have to levy taxation that
is exceedingly burdensome and the full evil
effects of which we have not yet ascertained.
But at all events we are not, adding to our
indebtedness and every day we are increas-
ing aur means of paying. While New South
Wales and Victoria are now writhing with
deficits and striving to cut down their over-
grown establishments our colonial treasurer
is in the position of having to proclaim a
surplus. All this has been brought about by
several good, old-fashioned methods, whick
have been successful in cases of extrava-
gance since the world began and which will
be successful to the end of (ime. We
have stopped incurring indebtedness, We
have Bspent less and we have earn-
ed more. We have imported less and
we have exported more, For instance, in
1874 the imports of New Zealand amount-
ed to £8,374,584, while the exports were
£5,743,126. This sort of thing continued
down to 1888, when the imports were £5,-
941,900 and the exports £7,767,325. Sothat

home marriages. The ceremony takes place
in church, and is often witnessed by a large
congregation. It is the etiquette for the
bridegroom to be first on the.spot to wel-
come the arrival ot the bride. once offi-
ciated at a marriage in the north of England
in which a bride was placed in a very-try-

communications on the subject have been
opened with the Imperial Government.
\ezbster’s stoty is that when a young man
he came to New Zealand with 6000 ol'ars
invested in goods to trade with the Maories,
He purchased from them the right to set up

and are accordlinglygrateful to Captain Lor-
entzen, of the Majestie, bringing them
away, they claim that the captain is entitl-
ed to no gicat credit.  He made a bad bar-
gain first for their passage and on the way
over did not show any special courtesy to
Bny one, or any additional consideration
for the captains of the schooners, There is
another cause for complaint. There are
several small boats from the seized schoon-
ers on board the Majestic, The sealing
feen claim that these were given them by
Capt. de Levron, of the Zabiaka, tor use in

a trading station at Coromandel,and was the
first white man to settle there. He learned
tospeak the Maori language, and.Jargely in-
creased his capital by trading in pork, tim-
ber, and ether productions, e bought
land at or near the site on which the city of
Auckland stands, and was the first white
man to settle in that locality. As he
prospered he increased his land purchas-
es, established a shipbuilding yard, and he
claims to be the pioneer of civilization in
that part of the colony. He asserts that
when the British Government took possos-
sion of New Zealand his lands and other
property were worth £1,000,000sterling,and
that he was deprived of his property by the
treaty which the Government of (reat
Britain concluded with the native chiefs at
Waitangi. After losing his property
through the British Government assuming
sovereignty over New Zealand, Webster re.
turned to the States to assert his rights.
In his petition to the United States Senate
he claimed an indemnity of 78,145 dollars
for loss and ‘damage up to January, 1840,
and 6,573,000 dollars for loss and ‘damage
for land purchased from 1835 to 1840, The
United States Senate Jpassed a resolation to
the effect that the elaim for indemnity
was founded on justice, and deserved the
cognisance and support of the Government
of the United States, and the President was gently on your father’s shoulder, and take
requested to take such steps as he thought | care not to disarmn‘ge that lovely wreath !”
proper to secure Willian Webster a just;| She bore up splendidly, end was the most
settlement and final adjustment of his claim | self-possessed of the  whole party. The
against Great Britain. The United States | crisis was passed as the congregation rose
Government has proposed to submit the | to watch the entrance of the bridegroom :
claim to arbitration, and negotiations are |and he and the best man beaming with
now proceeding between London and Wel. aatisfncl:ioxl, walked down the aisle utterly
lington with a view of debermining whether | unconscious that t.l"ne_y had been the cause
the arbitration proposal is to be accepted or | of any awkward waiting,and they were both
not. The question will, of course, arise as |astonished to find the bride had already
to whether the Imperial or Colonial Govern- | arrived. The ceremony proceeded in the
ment, or both, should pay any award which | nsual way, and all ended happily. The
the arbitrators might make in Webster’s | blunder arose by the driver muddling his
favour. orders. Instead of going first for the bride-
—_—

groom, according to his instructions, he
A VIOTIM OF THE GALB

went to a different part of the town for the
bride.

A Norwegian Barque Towed iInto Neorth

Sydney in a Rattered State.

The patting on of the wedding ring is an
important part of the ceremony 1n the Eng-
lish service. The ring is placed on the book

A North Sydney, N. 8., despatch 5ay8 :— [ out of which the service is read ; and the

The steamer Ravenscraig, Capt. Hudson, | 1ninister, handing the ring to the bride-

from Antwerp to Boston, arrived here this

morning with the Norwegian barque Cas-

tlelar, Samuelson master, in tow. Capt.

groom instructs him to place it half way
on the third finger of the left hand of the
bride, and, holding it there, to repeat aud-
Hudson regoru that on Monday, 22nd inst., ibly the following formula: *\V,th this
in lat. 45° 43' N. W., long. 57° 37: W., ring, a token and pledge of the vow and
he fell in with the barque totally disabled | covenant now made betwixt me and thee, I
and leaking. He tofk her in tow at 5 p, | thee wed, in the name of the Father and of
m. on the 22nd with a strong wind and
heavy swell running, which broke the tow,
line. At 6.30 o’clock the steamer laid by

the Son and of the Holv Ghost.” It is a
curious fact that though this formula is
until 4 a. m. on the 23rd and again took the
barque in tow, the wind and sea having

usnall{ broken up into eight fragments tor
moderated, and arrived here at 8 o’clock

the sake of easy repetition, it is rargly re-
peated with perfect accuracy. The great
stumbling block is the phrase, “Now made

this morning. The "barque is deal laden | betwixt me and thee.” Though the words

from Bathurst for Barrow-in-Furness. She |are put immediately into the mouth of the

lost spars, yards and rigging in the gale of | bridegroom, it is invariably rendered *‘Be-

the 22nd. She now has six and a half feet,

>f water in the hold. Capt. Hudson reports

a perfect hurricane from 4 to 6 on Monday

ing position. She was led down tire aisle of
the church by her tather, a venerable, hand-
some looking gentleman, followed by a bevy
of bridesmaids, and they took their places
-in front of the communion rail. But the
bridegroom was nowhere to be seen, and no
one could account for his absence. The
church was full of eager, interested specta-
tors, and I observed the rustle and flutter of
a growing egcitement as the whisper went,
round, ‘ Where is the bridegroom ?” I
suggested that the ladies should retire into
the vestry, but the bride declined with s
gentle firmness, as much as to say, “I
have come here to be married, and I am
not going to run away. Besides, I am sure
my beloved will be here immediately.” But
minutes that seemed drawn out into un-
usual length passed away, and he did
not come. . It was a time of intense and
painful suspense. The father and mother
fidgeted and flushed, the bridesmaids were
in the nervous borderland between laughing
and crying, and the congregation talked in
buzzing whispers. I engaged the bride in
conversation, and indulged in a little divert-
ing pleasantry. *‘Be brave,” said I : “‘keep
up your heart ; don’t faint on any account;
but if you wish to indulge in that mnnocent
luxury, do it gracefully. Lean your head

between 1879 and 1888 our imports fell to
the extent of £2,432,684, while our exports
ifereased by £2,024,199. In 1889 our 1m-
ports were $6,303,863, beinga slight increase
over the previous year, while the exports
made a bound up to £9,341,864. In 1890 the
imports were much the same as 4he previous
year (£6,260,525), while the exports were
£9,811,720. In 1891 the imports were £6,-
503,849 and exports £9,81 1,720. The in-
crease in the imports last year was owing to
their progress toward something like thair
norfhal relative position. The slight falling
off of the exports is attributed to the de.
crease in our exports of frozen mutton, there
having been a great demand in the colony
itself to stock land which was newly being
brought into cultivation.

BURDENED WITH A SURPLUS,

And so it comes that our treasurer has a
surplus, with which to meet the house, of
about £170,000 after paying off £100,000 of
the floating debt. The customs revenue ig
£98,000 in excess of the customs revenue of
the previous year, the duties being exactiy
the sarne. This shows that the people have
been able to spend more freely and are less
straightened than when the pinch first
came after our days of extravagance. While
we were borrowing money and spending it
freely the work of settlement was almost, at
a stundstilk.  Work was plentiful in the
cities, and wages so high that men were
actually drawn from producing occupations
into occupations that were nonproductive.

At the present time the stir of new settle.
went on the waste landsis being heard all
over the colony, and this heroic work will
not cease till New Zealand is financially safe
and sound.\

It must be acknowledgéd thatso far as
governments have any creditin the resus.
citation cf our affairs itis due to the Atkin-
son finance and administration, The land
law, too, is exactly the same as has been in
operation for the lust five years. Last ses-
sion the property tax was repealed and s
land and income tax enacted. It isestimat-
ed that these will produce not less than the
amount now raised by the property tax.
With settlement extending in all directions
the steady increase of revenue from various
sources is a matter of certainty.

The colony has no doubt many difficulties
still to encounter. In the financial measures
of lsst session, promoted by the Bailance
ministry, are various provisions exceedingly

gented accurately—‘‘Me and thee.” The
19

twixt thee and me.” This is the rule in my
morning. He never experienced anything | bridegroom is then asked to place the ring

€5 of abipwreck, but Capt. Lorentzen

experience. It is an exzeption when it is re-
g0 severe before, fully on the finger ; and this is not always

objectionable to many colonists and to per
sons in England having money iuveste(f in
New Zealand. All these provisions have
still to run the gauntlet of next session be-
fore they come into actual operation, and
we confidently anticipate that many im-
provements will be made. As for the land
nationalization theories of the premier,
they are disturbing enough in their way.
But most of the other members of the cab.
inet are strongly opposed to them, and will
not agree to any advance in this direction,
The feeling throughout the colony is
stteugtheneg against anything like head-
long legislation, and that feeling, no doubt,
will be given effect to,
S P e

The Czar is displeased at the recent con-
flict in the Pamir country between the Rus-
sians aud Afghans, which resulted in the
Ameer appealing to the Indian Govern.
ment for aid.

8 i b died, ing him
an ample fortune. With this he went to
San Francisco and built up a tremendous
practice, He invested his money to such
s;wd Jlm:gon that it multiplied faster than

id the sheep of Jacob of old when he play-
ed a little physiological trick on Laban, Dr.
Potruch died ‘and ~

LEFT HIS FORTUNE
to his nephew Alexander, the son of his sister
Rebecca, who had married her cousin, Mar-
cte. And Alexander believed this story.
His father, old Marcus, did not, but went
on, as usual, searching for his fortune
through a magnifying glass in the works of
such watches as were trusted to him. But
Alexander did believe it, and he had good
reason to. The newspapers of the day
prifted all about him, The contrast be-
tween the humble tenement in which he
lived and the princely wealth to which he
had fallen heir was duly made and exploit-
ed. The sunshioe which fell upon Alexan-
der’s house seemed to be more golden than
that which fell on any house in the neigh-
bourhood. Eve ly heard of Alexander’s
luck. W ho didn’t admire the young Monte
Cristo of the east side? Alexander never
bad so many friends before; The tailors
urged upon him suits of clothes cut from
the most fantastic stuffs. He could
for them when he would. Dealers in fancy.
neckties vied for his custom. Furniture
men went down on their knees to him.
Would he not honour them by choosing
Arom their stock to fit out the palace he
would erect. The most recherche collar
buttons, as they say on the cards in the
Bowery jeweller’s windows, were not re-
cherche enough for him. Connoisseurs in
precious stones were delighted to see him
prefer a 17}-carat diamond to a 1-caraq
stone. He bought everything on credit,
and his credit was simply unlimited. He
could have cashed a cheque for a million
anywhere on the Bowery had the prosper-
ous traders of that thoroughfare been ac-
customed to keep such large amounts on
hand. He became
THE HOWLING SWELL

of the Bowery—the Clinton street Beau
Brummel. His diamonds were the envy of
all the bartenders. His.clotkes illustrated
the best wmsthetic moods of the east side
tailors. Society welcomed him. He was
the guest of honour at every picnic, and his
presence sufficed to make a target excursion
a success. ‘‘Silver Dollar” Smith sought
to enlist his interests on the side of reform,
and Johnny Brodsky was no less earnest
that he cast his political fortunes with the
grand old Republican party. Alexander
had friends by the legion. lge drank cham-
pagne 50 exclusively that he forgot the
taste of water. Speculative mothers with
marriageable daughters sev their caps for
him. - Rebecca’s black eyes lit up and burn-
ed when she saw him ; Miriam’8 rounded
boscm palpitated when he approached her.
But dis Alexander forget his Sarah, the
little girl stitching away at the neckties?
Did he grow fickle, rich as he believed him-
sclf to be? Not much. He loved Sarah,
and with the original Solomon he sang,
““More precious than rubies is a virtuous
woman ; yea, than refined gold, Selah.” So
young Alexander took the blushing Sarah,
to the Court-house on September last,
and Judge Van Wyck made them one.
There’s no doubt about that ; there were
plenty of witnesses, There were two of the
bride’s uncles, two of her cousins and her
sister Jennie's beau, Harry Marcus, Then

THE HAPPY LITTLE COMPANY

went tothe Potruchhome, where the wedding
feast wasspread. A nightortwoafterwards
Chinton Street did honor to Alexander, It
burst out into flags, bunting, and Chinese lan-
terns. There was a brass band, and flowers
and carriages for every one. What theenter-
tainment cost no ane knew. What matter
the cost? Was not £3,000,000 waiting for
young Potruch in San Francisco? He,indeed,
thonght that sum represented the cash on
handonly,and trat there were richer millions
waiting for him in his uncle Joseph’s bonds,
mortgages, and promisesto pay. The au-
tumn waned, tue snow flew. en it became
known that Alexander Potruch’s rich uncle
had never existed, and that the fortune was
as unreal as the uncle. Alexander’s friends
fell away from him ; he ceased to be an east-
side lion. He descended at one jump from
champagne to beer. The butchers, who had
beenaendiug bim tid-bits, cut him ; nine

tailors shrieked in chorus for the money he
owed tkem. The furniture men would not
give him a bed-tick on credit, and the gems
that had illumined his shirt front and gleam-
ed on his fingers were lost in the cavernous
recesses of pawnbroker’s safes. The trades-
people tried to have the law on him for
obtaining goods under
FALSE PRETENCES;

for taking the things that they themselves
had almost forced on him, But Justice Kil-
breth—oh, second Daniel {—decided that
Potruch* had up to that time done nothing
that placed him in the law’s grasp. But
worse, and sad to tell, the love of Sarah,
Alexander’s wife, disappeared with his
shadowy millions. She forgot that he had
stuck to her faster than the magpie when he
thought he was rich. She brought suit
against him for absolute divorce, Alleging
that during his fashionable whirl he forzot
his marriage vows. Sarah must have felt
ashamed of herself, for she wrote her hus-
band a letter asking him to consent uietly
to a divorce. Heo replied, declaring that he
would rather be sentenced to prison for life
than to part from her. To some men that
might seem the choice of two sentences, but
not to Alexander. But Sarah wasinexorable,
The suit for divorce is now pending ; al-
though thereare people who say that Sarah,
in forgetful and forgiving moments has con.
doned any marital crimes of which her hus-
bgnd may have been guilty. But here’s the
further danger of acquiring a reputation for
being rich without having the money to
maintain 1t. Potruch cannot drop the tastes
he acquired during that bappy period when
he thought he had millions, Every now
and then he imagines himself rich again,
and indulges in purchases he cannot pay
for.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox was born in Johns-

town Center, Wis,, about the year 1845,
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“ Th
tween th
of Greenv
degrees is¥
resources as an aq
ed hetween the same
and extending 60 degrees'®
west of Greenwich. The Europ8
ogram includes England, Treland, Scd
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Belgium,
land, snd most of Germany and Russia in
Europe, and is represented b the cities of
London, Liverpool, Dublin, Glas ow, Edin-
burgh, Copenhagen, Stockiolm, rlin, St.
Petersburg, Moscow, Ni ijni-Novogorod and
Archangel. Over all the territory included
in the North American parallelogram, the
orening of spring occurs at the same time
almost to a day. It is known by the test of
experiment that wheat can be grown as far
north as latitude 69, and by far the finest
wheat which I have ever seen came from
Fort Vermillion, on Peace river, in latitude
50, longitude 116. Wheat, barley, oats,
peas, all the grains and vegetables, are suce
cessfully raised at the mission stations
throughout this region, and the farmers of
Mupitoba have had greater average crogu
per acre for many years past than the
American farmers in Minnesota and Dakota,

*‘The causes for this remarkable exten.
sion in-the Nofthwest of cereal production
are, firat, the continually decreasing alti-
tude, the influence of the warm wind of the
Pacific blowin, torough the low mountain

s of the gorth, and the fact that the
ong summer days of higher latitudes give a
vast deal more of sunshine during the grow-
ing season than is the case further south,
while the cold winters prevent the develop-
ment of insect pests wgich are 80 injurious
in milder climates. The causes are certain-
:{ sufficient to explain the fact so well
emonstrated by experience, that all grains
are produced in the greatest quantity per
acre near the northernmost limit at which
they will grow.
CANADIAN WATERWAYS,

“ Within five years from the prisent time
ut the present rate of progress, and within
three years if the work is hastened a little,
there will be a clear channel for vessels draw-
ing 14 feet of water through Canadian terri-
tory, all the way from Lake Superior to the
sea. Six feet of waterin the Erie Canal and
two trénsfers of freight can no more com-
pete with 14 feet of water through the
Canadian canals and no transfer, than g
wheel-barrow can compete with an express
train.
drawn by mules at the rate of fourmiles pex
hour, can by no possibility compete with the
steamships carrying 2,000 tons, propelled by
steam at the rate of fourteen miles per hour,
And while the United States farmer has
beld his own fairly well against the semi-
civilized wheat growers of India, I do not
see how he can hope to win in competition
with men of the same race, men just as
intelligent, with a climate no more rigorous,
with a soil at least as fertile and with trans-

rtation facilities immeasurably superior.
The great plains of the Canadian Nurthwest
are unsettled now, but when once the condi-
tions of soil and climate which there exist
are supplemented by facilities for trans-
portation not surpassed, if equalled by
those of any other region, I believe the
Canadian Nvorthwest will settle up with a
race of hardy, intelligent and prosperous
people, and will become the granary of the
world. He who can most cheaply reach
the markets of the world can control the
markets of the world.

*‘The day 13 near at hand when Ameri-
can farmergatiust meet such competition as
they never met before, and such as few of
them have ever dreamed of.”

Such an opinion is full of hope for the
future of our great Northwest, the Peace
river, Pine river and Chilcotin districts,
Although our commerce may be hampered
for a time by United States canal restric-
tions, the foregoing quotations é)ox'ub very
clearly to the time when Canada will be
master of the situation with a clear water
route from Port Arthar to Liverpool, and
with full power to regulate the charges o]
foreign commerce passin through the Wel-
land and other canals be onging to her.

—_—

An Eastern Potentate’s Jewels-

A correspondent of the Madras Times
describing the old palace of the Gaekwar of
Baroda, says :—Here are stored diamonds,
rubies, and pearls of almost unequalled
magnificence. In a small, comm an-iooking
showcase, under the charge of the sentry,
are the Royal jewels, valued at three hun-
dred lakhs of rupees. A magnificent dia-
mond necklace, worn by the Gaekwar on
State occasions, is the chief among the or-
naments. I forget how many diamonds
compose this necklace, they weré too nu-
merous to count, but the pendant and the
finest stone in the necklace is the historical
‘“Star of the South,” This famous dia-
mond was discovered by a negroslave in the
mines of Brazil, and is the largest diamond
ever found in the New World. The slave
was rewarded with her (for the discoverer
was a woman) freedom. Bought by a South
American bank for £30,000, the diamond
was gold to an English merchant for £60,-
000, and by him sold to the French Govern-
ment, for many years forming the most val-
uable of the French Royal jewels. When
the days of the Republic came, the * Star
of the South ” was sold again, and finallyy
after many vicissitudes, was disposed of to
the present Gaekwar’s predecessor for £90,-
000, although some years previously an offer
of $110,000 had been refused for it. The
‘“Star of the South ” is but one among the
dazzling array of gems displayed to the
visitor, to describe which would be sayond
the power of any but a lady’s pen )0 d.-
scribe. I brought away a dazzled femem-
brance of rubies and emeralds, sa phires,
diamonds, and enormous pearls, butfto de-
scribe them in detail is beyond my fpowers,

—— T RS
Bibles Ohained to the Pow.

In an account of the parish of Lit#le Stan-
more, close to Edgware, publiched' by the
Rev. B. J. Armitage in 1849, it is stated
that many of the prayer-books given by the
Duke of Chandos, who rebuilt tire church,
“‘still remain chained to the pews for the
use of the poorer parishioners.” The present
rector, the Rev. J. B. Norman, it is inter-
esting to note, informed a correspondent of
the current number of the Library that al-
though the books have disa’)penred leng ago
there are still some traces of yhe old state of
things, ‘‘the staples remaining in many of
the pews, and in one or Zwo cases & portiaw

of the chain is attached.™

The canal boat carrying 200 tong~ - -
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