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privileges which have at any time been enjoyed by your predecessors in
office as Speaker of the Assembly.

His Excellency was then pleased to open the prcsent Session by the
following gracious Speech to both Houses:

M31r. President and Honorable Gentlencu of he Legisiative Counci :

fr. Speaker ant Gentlc>nen of Ihe Housee of 'A ssemnbly:

I avail myself of the earliest opportunity of assembling you after the sreech.
recent General Election.

It would have afforded me infinite satisfaction to have announced to
you that British subjects in Newfoandland had been allowed to exerciso
the undoubted right which they possess to vote for such persons as they
miglit think were the fittest to represent their interests in the louse of
Assembly.

I an sorry to say that this has not been the cas. : serious riots and dis-
turbances have occurred in several Districts-propcrty to a considerable
amount lias beei destroyed in Harbor Grace, and no polling took place
there, the rioters having had their sway, notwithstanding that the authori-
ties, at their own request, had a military force sent in aid of the civil
power.

In St. John's, also, on the day of Nomination, outrages of a very se-
rious character occurred, occasioning, as I heiar, the use of fire-arms, and
several persons vere unfortunately wounded.

In the District of IIarbor Main, I lament to say, more distressing events
have occurred. In that District there were four Candidates, all of the
sanie religious persuasion ; and there, also, fire-arms were resorted to,
and I grieve to say that one man was killed and others severely wounded.

As these occurrences are all, at present, the subjcct of judici:d inquiry,
I shall abstain from further comment ; but I Liave to assure you that the
Government is determined that all these most calaiitous events, and'l the
causes which gave rise to them, shall undergo the strictest investigation,
with a view that, if possible, sonie of the perpetrators of these outrages
miay be discovered, and a repetition of them prevented-that the people of


