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po««ra to p<rw n» or corporations or the maintenance nl 
privileges or abuses sought to be elated

In rural constituencies, the farmers are a majority o.’ 
the voters Since in most cases the number of Con 
(fi-ratiree and Liberals among the farmers are about 
tqual. It mar be accepted as generally true «.bat the 
farmers constitute a majority of each party as ure.l. This 
means that If the farmers would become members of tbelr 
local party associations en masee. they could gject the 
majority of delegatee at the party conventions and thus 
go able to name both the policies and the rand dates of 
both parties in eart^ rural ccnstltuency, This is the 
roerse. then, we should pursue as farmers in matters 
political if we wish to become a potent factor In the 
government of our country and secure hgtslatim in the 
interest of the producers instead of the eip'oiters Many 
ol our people, wish to bring out independent farmers' 
candidates and this I used to think was the proper 
roerse. but 1 now recognize that the party spirit la no 
ingrained that the party heelers by an appeal to It can 
nearly always Inspire distrust In the minds of many 
otherwise disposed to support an independent candid­
ate and thus secure the election of one or other of the 
straight party nominees

It can be shown that the Independent candidate, hie 
lather or bln grandfather once belonged to a certain 
party That settles It. Those who originally were mem 
bers of the other party can be Induced to desert hie ban 
ner on the ground that bln Independence Is only a sham

We must remember however that we must develop 
unanimity ayiong ourselves an to what legislative re­
medies are required before we can elect a common repres­
entative of our views A fanner can not have a repres­
entative in parliament unless he has himself formed Judg­
ments as to what be requires done. Our first step then 
la through our nonpolitical associations to thresh out 
the problems confronting us and as a class arrive at 
definite conclusions ns to what we must do for the 
Improvement of conditions.

A great aid In the organisation of public opinion 
among farmers Is an organ devoted to the discussion of 
economic and social questions from their po.nt of view. 
This organ In embryo already exists In the "Grain 
Qrowers Guide." I would urge that our people make 
great efforts to have this paper generally subscribed for 
by farmers and also to secure Its adoption as the official 
organ of all farmers' associations throughout the West

We should discuss such questions as government own­
ership, direct legislation, taxation, issue of currency, 
which have an Important bearing upon life and character 
not only of the Individual but the nation. We should dis­
cuss them first as economic questions and without any 
refet^ "edeeparty expendiency. Then when convinced of 
the economic soundness of a principle or a measure, let 
ue introduce it simultaneously into the program of both 
Political parties. Let us not content ourselves with mus­
cular effort alone. Let us develop ourselves all round so 
that our hands, our heads and our hearts will all be 
active.

We have to create material wealth hut we must also 
create mental, moral and spiritual wealtbv l *

We must purify, expand and enrich the individual life, 
the community life and the national life.

Let us fight and win our rights that we may become 
m(>re efficient champions of the rights of all ; looking 
forward to an ideal commonwealth where the strife of 
competition will be-replaced by the peace of co-operation
**** ffh lust for private gain by zeal for the common
good.

1 thank you.

WE MUST TRANSACT OUR OWN 
BUSINESS

-h> j. h r.utwnvi

After five years of praet cal experience as a Manitoba 
farmer, during which time l have studied the economic 
conditions surrounding his business, and compared and 
contrasted these with thi.se that prevailed in the United 

1 am forced to one positive conclusion, and that 
la that the boasted independence of the Canadian fermer 
In Us very, and will continue to be ae until we tranaact 
our own b usine*

1 bold that after our work m over aa producers, we 
are absolutely hetp'ess in the equally Important buwtnew 
ol diapoeinc of tbta produce. 1 look upon tbla condition 
aa unique In the cum mere I a I lam of tbla country.

The lumter industry, the meat packing planta, the 
implement manufacturers, the coal producers—ell pro 
durers. excepting the grain producer, do not stop et the 
production. There follows tbe vastly more importent 
labor of turning this produce Into money, marketing It 
lor tbe highest profit. It Is branded and classified by the 
producer and • money value la fixed by him. and It is 
put on tbe market et that price to the consumer, take 
It or leave It. They are transacting their own business

Out It la not so with the producers of wheat — the 
greatest essential of tbe world'» life and happlne* 
Word» need not be wasted to show that tbe fanner do* 
not brand his produce, do* not grade it. do* not weigh 
It. do* not fix Its value, baa no share or part In three 
paramount Items It Is n thing inconceivable to tbe 
unvtctlmtaed. The story would scarce be believed in 
other countrl*. would be ridiculed, would repel Intend­
ing Immigrants If known.

Furthermore the farmer suffers In his comparison with 
other producers in hls Inability to any when he will dis­
pose of hls produce, or where. A car of cured meat can 
be delivered In a few days, a car of wheat—time uncer­
tain Nor In ■ farmer's wheat an available asset to him 
while In store. He may owe fl.000 on land and have 
$5,000 worth of wheat in local elevators. For all the 
good that wheat, is to him, while swelling the possi­
bilities of an Inadequate railroad, hls mortgage may be 
foreclosed and bin land lost for a tithe of itn value. He 
cannot go to the Bank and aay "I want two thousand 
dollars, and I offer aa security five thnusnd dollars worth 
of wheat In that elevator aero* the stnet". And mean­
time the storage charges are piling up on the wheat, and 
interest on the mortgage.

Then comes the wolf to fleece the lamb. He Is all 
sympathy. "If only your wheat was on track I could 
give you 90 cents, but as It Is in the elevntor and 
there's no knowing when we can get cars, the b*t I can 
do is 80 cents. If he does sell he Is a loser of $400 on 
five thousand bushels, and If he does not sell his credit­
ors will force him to the wall.

How can we tranaact our own business ? Perhaps 
I should appeal to the oldest sons on the farm. I fear 
we old fellows are too deep in the rut to pull out. But 
one thing ia easy to understand—we must adopt the same 
methods as other gigantic business enterprises.

Is it not a fact that in the great railroads, imple­
ment and other factories, meat curing houses, banks, 
etc., there are thousands of stock holders ? Men and 
women that couldn't run a railroad or a bank, or a 
factory, nor even known when it is being run right, y|t 
they throw in their money freely and clamor for mofe 
opportunities. In other words they have confidence in the 
few, and are really in the railroad or bank or other 
business without taking an active part n its operation.

Now, to transact our own business as grain pro­
ducers we must maintain a hold upon our produce until 
it .gets into the hands of the consumer. And to do that 
we must have our own storage facilities, our own trans­
portation, and our own banking institution. If the*


