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_ matter ot high satisfaction.

" .Book Room and the Wesleyan Office. It is

trod-tue balls and madethe o}
glee. : . ~

And 0, above all, give m# the old friends,
bearts bourd to wine, in Jife's sunshigy bours,
and a link so stfagp that &1l the storms of eszth
might not bresk it asunder; spirits congenial,
whoee hearts through life have beat_in unison
with their own. O, when death shall still this
heart, 1 would not ask for sught more sacred to
hallow my dust than the tear of an old friend.

Yrobinciat Wleslepan,
K SDBEIBON. SUNE 27, ’l”““"

The 8t. John Conference:

The Conférence of the Wesleyan Methodist
Charch of Eastern British America opens to-
day in the Centenary Chureh, St. John, N. B.
More than“ordinary interest will attach to the
proceedings. There-will probably be a larger
attendanéé than usual. Not less than one hun-
dred’ministers, exclusive of the candidates, and
it is hoped also a good attendance of the lay
menibers of the Conference Committees. In
addition to these a deputation is expected from
the Canadian Conference, to consist of Rev. E.
Wood, D.D., Rev. W. Jeffers, D.D., and the
Rev. Richard Jongs, Ex-President. The pre-
sence of these highly esteemed and influential
brethren from a sister Conference, will be a
It is said that a
plan, submitted to the recent Conference at
Montreal, for the division of the Canadian Con-

in their various fields of labozr.
of the several Cireuits shewed an increase in the . e
receipts for ministerial support, and all the Con- | entirely to self ; the warfare it wages is only
nexional Funds are in advance of the preceding | sgainst the soul’s own sin ; its concern is solely
year. The meeting was pleased to hear the de- | for its own safety ; in & word, its whole :nterest
termination of the Sackville Circuit to assume a | centres in iteeil.
First Class position, that is, to meet the fall ex- | the soul has a revelation of its cwn endangered

illo District 2\ &
mesting of: this Distri .
ville, oo
of the District Were present and two Supernu-
meraries. . The very trying affliction of our es-
teemed ‘€hairman, the Rev. Charles Stewart,
€licited the affectionate sympathy of his breth-
ren, and the many earnest prayers for his resto-
ration to full strength, will we trust soon be an-
swered. _It is cause of thankfulness to God to
find such an improvement in his voice, that be
was able to preside at all the meetings of the
Committee, direct its deliberations, conduct
throughout the examination of probationers and
candidates, and with the occasional assistance
of the District Secretary, to discharge fully all
the duties of his office. It is worthy of foté, that,
though unable to labour in the public ministry
of the Word since the beginning of the year,
yet the Amherst Circuit has steadily advanced
under his faithful and energetic supervision ; and
a request for his re-appointment, speaks as much
for the honour and sympathy with their minister,
of the Amberst Methodists; as for his faithful-
ness. A reported increase of 95 in the member

ship of our church in this District, evidences the
continued presence, and effectual power of the

Lord the Spirjt with the ministry of his servants
The accounts

tee was held in the ‘beatififul villageof Sack- |
rd . 2 : . of ‘the produced the other parts of
43th. All the mmﬂ:rli L ‘“W:’ ' b the hlag ovuld

\ ’,’ 2

! T T Y
p, 13 all be upmesning ap- powerless with- \
R - | sicging j snd the Couaeil of

ot those doctrines Which stste the nafure and
EEvECTS of the gospel. The faichtul preachiog

Bever perpefuste its effbets, and without the ef-
fects the doctrines would soon be absndoned ;
80, also, the other parts of the system without
soul-saving doctrines would cever have arisen,
could not be maintained, snd would beguite in-
effectusl—for what would be the use of uu:z
in ki up & mere: party, or fellowship wi

out .i:ol:o‘m:g thought, of gctivity in spreading
principles that bad no effect.—Ch. Guardiaz.

Aggressive Power of Christian

nce-

It is only when Cbristianity is absorbed by the
faith and love of the heart that it becomes pow-
erful. Till then its creed and its ethics and its
bisteric facts are Lke the armor waiting for the
soldier to pat on. What is: the eword without
the sinewy arm and band to wield it? What
is the gold in the mine until the niuttc fol:u
bas dug it out, and started it in productive cir-
culation round the world P And in like mauner,
what are the great facts and dogmas of Christi-
anity until the inner man bas doaned them as
armor and appropriated them as sacred tres-
sure P
True, the earlier stages of the inner life-relate

We mean that in wakeniog,

ference into three or more Conferences, and the | penditure, including the claims of the Childrens’ | condition ; and the sorrow which follows is for

formation of a Federal or General Conference,
embracing also the idea of the Confederation of

Fund. Tt may not be irrelevant to suggest to|its own transgressions.
the Quarterly meetings of other Circuits the|temple is the centre of interest to his own
thoughts.

Metbodism in the Bri ish Provinces in one body, | consideration of rising to such a position.

was deferred until next year ; and among other

The publican in the

In his prayer he empbasizes the

The members of the District Committee sym-|* me ¢ ‘ God be merciful to me s sinner,’” is the

reasons, for the purpose of presenting it to the | pathized deeply with the brethren engaged in|expression of an sgony for his own spiritual
consideration of the Conference of the Lower |tte Educational work at Sackville, and with the | danger. The same is true of the first struggles
Provinces. . To this project there can be no’| Trustees in the difficulties into which they were | of personal religion in every genuige instance.
valid objection, except the difficulties of a finan- | cast by the destruction by fire of the Male Aca-| Before Paul can say that he considers himself
cial character as arising from the existence and | demy, and pledged their aid as far as possible|* a debtor to the Greek and a barbarian,” before

management of the Funds of the two Connex- | to secure its re-erection and completion.

ions. But we imagine that the financiers of the

he deciares that ¢ be does not count his life dear
- The devotional services of the District Meet- | to him,’ for the sake of his ministry, he must

Conferences will be able, by devoting their at- ing were pervaded with a sense of God’s grac- | first’say, ¢ Ob, wretched man that I sm, who
tention for a little time to this subject, 80 o |jous presence, and the business was conducted | shall deliver me from the body of this death P*
engineer the schoie, that all hindrances of such | i, 5 fraternal and harmonious manner. After| Before those who were converted on the day of

a nature may be obviated.

We cannot but |'votes of thanks to the Superintendent, and | Pentecost can * go everywbere preachiog the

believe that a good p'an of Union might be | friends in Sackville by whom the ministers were | Gospel,” they must first.¢ be pricked in their
matured, by which- Methodism in the ‘whole of hospitably entertained, the brethren separated ; bearts’ and become intensely interested about
Rritish North America might be consolidated:to | the most of them to meet again in a few days in | their own salvation.

the great advantage of the cause of Christ, [ Conference, to which assembly we trust, all will
therepy multiplying our facilities for the exten- |« come in the fullness of the blessing of the gos-| place to the joy of conversion, the first move-

sion of our work, giving us greater strength pel of Christ.” C.

by united action, affording wider scope for
evangelistic effort, encouraging christian enter=]
prise in prometing church objects, and also
by rendering available an opportunity of ob-

The Causes of Methodistic Success.

And even whien this stage of experience gives

ment of the new life still has respect to self. The
soul mow shouts its Eureka ; it congratulates it-
self upon ite triemph, and its song is an ode of
gratitude for what God, through Christ, hath
Dr. STEVENS' Centenary Sermon is a very| wrought forit. But the first gush of personal

taining suitable supplies of ministers to meet the | able production, and he has become a kind of | joy over, besides g-ratitude and love to God there
necessities and demands of the varied portions authority in whatever relates to Methodist his- now arises another love—the fulfilment: of the
of our fields of labour.  But what action the [tory. We were particularly interested in bis|seeond great comm sndment,—* Thou shalt love
Conference may see fit to take, should the | statement of the causes of the rapid growth of| by neighbour as thysell’

scheme be brought under consideration, we can- Methodism. It is a vital question, and one res-

One of the most striking characteristics of

~~not eonjecture. It is not probable that much [ pecting which it is essentially important to get | iy new love is its u niversslity. The love of kin-

more will be done in the matter at present than | at the trath.. We entirely agree in the opinion| gred and of country., however noble, is restric-
to talk it over freely, leaving it in ‘abeyance | that the growth of Methodism was not owing to tive ; and the very intensity of eack of these
until a future session, ard perhaps appointing | any one cause ; neither to its theology, nor|may contribute to their narrowness. The love
a Committee to consder the subject caretully, | mvans of grace, nor sgencies, nor itinerancy, nor| o¢ family and of country is scarcely a virtue, if

to report next year.

organization, alome. Each contributed to the! y, shut ourselves up within these spheres. The

The Preparatory Committees have been as- | success, but no cne of them was the sole and experience  which supervenes upon the rew

siduously employed during the week, and, it is | ®
hoped, will have their several departments of

ufficient cause.
But we venture to think that the Doctor has

work so matured, as greatly ‘o facilitate the | not given sufficient prominence to the theology
business of the Conferencé. ‘The Committee for | of Methodism, understanding by its theology its
the examination of candidates recommenided to | entire doctrinal system. The distinctive doc-}
the Conferénce from the several District Meet- | trines of Methodism were not those which stated
ings, to be received on trial, met on Thursday | the nsture of redemption, wrought out for us by!

morning.

It was found that seven young |Chbrist, which Mr. Wesley held in common with

men, who had passed satisfactorily the Dis- the Reformers ; they were these doctrines that
trict examinations, were recommended, viz.,|stated the nature“of’ salvation, 2s wrought in us
three from St. John District, two from Sack- | by the Holy Spirit. By partislly neglecting the
fille District, one from Truro, and one from | latter, belief ia the doctrines of redemption be-
Newfoundland. A lengthened oral exsmina- | ¢ame, to a great extent, a mere dead faith in a
tion of these young‘ brethren took place before creed—merely a set of opinions which had little
the Committee, followed in the afternoon and |ffect on those who held them. Mr. Wealey:
evening by examination by written papers upon preached .udcnp.lion as containing facts and
Theological and literary subjects. No person trutbs which had in them a power to change the
‘will be found in the present day to raise objec- hfart, to fill the soul with love, to cleanse from
tions to the most thorough tests being applied to | 810 and he taught that if the gospel had not
ascertain the qualifications ot those who seek these effects our belief in it was worth nothing ;
admission to the Ministry of the Gospel. As and that God '°‘fld give his Holy Spirit to apply
that Committee has adjourned to meet again be- these truths, making them vital and effective in knocks on the inside of the egress, and in the
fore Conference, the result of the examination | Y- T? say that the spread of Methodism was souls of its Luthers breaks forth to shake
“will be given in the report of Conference pro- [0t Owing somuch to theology—to its doctrines

ceedings iffour next issue.

—that it was caused chiefly by ite spirit, its spi-

The Stationing Committee met on Thursday ritual life, its warmth and fervour, its baptism
afternoon, and again on Friday evening. The |of fire, seems to us to be separating two-shings
duties of this Committee involve grave respon- essentially related to each other, one of which is

sibilities, which will doubtless be discharged with
much prayeriulness, with all fidelity, and with &
w'se regard for the necessities of every Circuit.
Many prayers have been offered. that those upon
whom this duty devolves may be endued with
heavenly wisdom, and that the appointments
may be of the Lord.

The Book Committee met on’Friday morn-
ing, and had under review the affairs of the

gratifying to find that the Book Room in its pre-
sent state affords some reason to hope that by
continued careful management, it will prove a
blessibg to our Comnexion. The same hope and
belief. exist in regard to our official organ, the
Provineial Wesleyan, though it is to be regret-
ted that owing to the large number of subscri-
bers who fail to make their payments in good
season, this branch of the Concern is not as ea-
couraging in its aspect as could be desired, The
.. recommendations which the Conference may
adept on this matter will be given in our account
" of Conference proceedings.

On’ Saturday the Parsonsge Aid Committee
met in the forenoon, to receive applications for
assistance in building residences for Ministers,
arid in recommending appropriations to those
having reasonable- claims for consideration,
agreeably with the regulations of the Fund.

In the afternoon of Saturday, the Committee
of the Missionary Society met, and made ar-
rangements for the Aoniversary. The report
of receipts in full 'will be given in.our Confer-
ence report, as well as the further business of
all these, and of other Committees.

The Rev. George Scott, D.D., arrived from
Montreal, on Thursday last, and has been pre-
sent in several of the Committees. He left
for Fredericton, on Saturday morning, would-
spend the Sabbath in that city, and return to
St. John on Monday. The opportunity already
afforded to many of our Ministers and people,
of intercourse with Dr. Bcott, establishes the
couviction that his visit to the Provinces, and
his Presidency of our Conference, will be a
blessing to our Connexion. Let prayer be
offered that the Session now commenced may be
not only one of -great harmony, but also may
be -distinguished by the wisdom of its proceed-
ings, and that the presence and blessing of the
Lord Most High'may be largely reslized in all
the assemblies and services of the Conference.
There is reason to believe that the Conference
held at Yarmouth Jast year, contributed some-’
what towards that remarkable prosperity with
which our Church in that place has since been
visited. Let us hope that similar results may
follow the present Session in St. Joha, and that,
as the result of this gathering, great glory may
redound to God, and that upon our whole Zion

necessarily dependent upon the other. The

Spirit saves only by the truth ; when he applies

the truth to the heart, the spirit, life, warmth,

power of true religion are felt. The power of

godliness is the power of the Gospel, the Holy

Spirit revealing the Gospel to the heart,revealing

God in Christ reconciling the world unto Him-

self. Any kind of spiritual life, or fervour, or

goodness, whatever glow of feeling it may im-

ply, if it is not produced by eonviction of Divine

realities, by a realizing review of Gospel truth,

is mere unintelligent feeling, and cannot sanctify,

The Metbodist doctrinal system contained not

only a distinct recognition of the effects of the

fall, but also an equally distinet recognition of,
not only the nature, the doctrines of the gospel,
but of the ¢ffects of the gospel in restoring hu-
man souls from the fall. Here we see, av it
appears to us, the true and origina! source of
the life, vigour, activity and success of the sys-
tem celebrated by the Centenary. The doctrines
of the gospel contain in them—when the Holy
Spirit is given to us—the power of God, the
power of godliness, the power of the world to
come, the powers of salvation. All the other
parts of Methodism were only the corollories of
its view of the nature of salvation, the meaus
and agencies which the doctrines of salvation
suggested. You must be converted or lost ;
you will know when you are converted, the
change is 8o great, and you will bave the witness
of the Bpirit ; but the Spirit will witness only
while you live by faith, and while you are faith-
ful, so that you may fall from grace ; you may
be perfected in love, and must go on to perfec-
tion if you would be saved finally. Does not
such a religion require constant prayer and fel-
lowship to maintain its spirit and life? Sach
constant necessity for watchfulness and faith
must lead to meetifigs for prayer and fellowship ;
must require something Jike the prayer meetings,
class-meetings, and love-feasts of Methodism.
And then these meetings must show the church
gifis in its members that ought to be made as
useful as possible ; thus class-leaders, exhorters,
locsl preachers, arise, and all the membership is
stimulated to active zeal. The doctrine of con-
version, of the necessity of an entire change of
heart, makes the preaching of the gospel neces-
sarily aggressive, and this, with the necessity of
constant activity and life in the membership,
makes the ifincrancy necessary ; for the itine-
rancy brings the ministry into new fields, and
produces ever renewed attempts and efforts to
extend the work of God. And then the volun-
tary principle and aggressive spirit of the system
produce its financial spirit and Missionary en-
terprizes, while its activities of speech and
thought lead to its wonderful zeal in the cause
of education. All the parts are mutaally de-

" the Spirit may be poured*fram on high.

pendent on each other for their effects. But

birth reaches out in sublime charity over geo-
graphical limits, and counts menkind a universsl
brotherhood ; it sees a brother in & human form
of whatever hue, and hears a neighbour in what-
ever language. It also transcends mere philan-
thropy, which loves mankind witheut taking
note of their immorality or their lost condition
as tinners. The charity which is kindled in
the soul on its second birth, regards not merely
the ordinary and outward human personality,
but also the inner and immortal. It yearns over
the man 2s a marred image of God ; and longs,
not only to satisfy his hunger, to clothe his na-
kedness, to give him every right, but also and
especially to bring him the highest deliverance
in the salvation of the Gospel.

This love of men involved in the new life is
no quiet passion, no Platonic mood, finding con-
tent in feeding on itself. It is not found knock-
ing at the door of the convent, asking for living
burial. Indeed, if found in the convent, it

heaven and ¢aRh with the blast of its trumpets.
We cannot explain this soul passion. We can
only describe and illustrate it. It were little to
the purpose to say we love the image of God in
our brother man, however disfigured by sin; it
were no better explanation to affirm that the
love of man is a necessary result of the love of
God; sll we really know about this divinely
imparted love of humanity is, that love is the
essence of persons] religion, the single bulb out
out of which flowgrs every grace, every utility,
every charm, every force of real virtue and true
christianity. When this is wanting, any religion
that may be present is a sham or a self-deception.
This experience -in the soul is the aggressive
power of the chureb. The bride of Christ is
vital, and the gates of hell harmless against her,
only as she is possessed by this experience. The
great workers in the church who have warred
successfully against'sin, and carried forward the
standard of Christisnity, have possessed this
experience in the greatest distinctness: Paul,
Luther, Wesley, Whitfield, and such as they,
were fairly consumed with this holy love for
man.—It was the force that bore them through
the storms of persecution, it was the fervor of
their divine eloquence, the bone and sinew of
their persistent toil, the secret of their sablime
contempt for eartbly glory, the wings of their
speed in travel, the secret of their lives of self-
sacrifice, and the dew of their piety {m? want
and woe and sin.

Religion must be measured by this agggessive
charity, for this charity is religion. A truly
spiritual church is therefore aggressive. It
builds up new societies to the extent of its
ability ; it contributes to the flowing stores of
benevolence ; it erects Christian schools which
shall be seminaries of this divine charity; it
sends the Gospel to the heathen—those at its
own door, and those dwelling on foreign coasts ;
and just as sure as stagnant water becomes im-
pure, just so sure will a church or an individual
Christian die, or at least shrivel, without aggres-
sive activity.— Methodist.

The Methodists and Dancing.

We have heard members of the Methodist
Church use a plea for indulgence in dancing,
thet it is cot condemned by other Cliristian so-
cieties, and that the only objection o it is in an
ignoraat strictness of a fanatical seét. Strange
88 it may seem, there are those in the church,
who will not scruple to depreciste its character
in order to gratify their spirit of conformity to
the world. But‘while to the Methodist Church
is accorded the sole honour of classing dancing
among the forbidden amusements, and while we
would accept the compliment if it were our
meed, n-utmluubunmnotdmbu
entitled to it. During the beat days of the
Church, befogg the rise of Protestantism, dane.
ing was strictly forbidden, The Couneil of Lao-
dicea prohibited it positively ; the third Couneil
;ol Toledo forbade it under the name of Balli-

in the from beivg
risges where such @ivergiods yere
the Book of p b B et
tant Chrurch, st the begioning of ¢t nteenth
century, we fiad the following plain language :
« That all dancing shall be suppressed ; and such
as make a trade of dancing, or used to be pre-
sent at dances, having been sundry til'ln ad-
monished in case they prove contumacious or
rebellions, they shall be excommaunicated ; and
all consistories are charged to see that this cuse
tom be most faithfully kept and observed.”

At the time when the Wesleyan movement
took its rite, the -Apglican Church bad thor-
oughly departed ftotr the instructions of her
own best teachers on this point. The clergy in-
dulged freely in social excesses ; and if any of
the number exhibited an earnest evangelical
spirit, he was stigmatized, like Crabbe, as a
¢ Methodist.” The Wesleyans opposed all
fashionable sins, and they therefore received
gevere rebukee, and even expulsion from their
venerable mother.  Conmeybesre, himsell »
chorchman, says : * Unbelieving bishops and a
slothful clergy had succeeded in driving from
the Church the faith and zeal of Methodism,
which Wesley had organized within ber pale,
The spirit was expelled and the dregs remained.”
~—Meth. Prot.
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The Great Want

There is a feeling prevalent in the present
day, among pious people of almost every part
of the Church, that they are not individually
what God wishes them te be; and that, as
Churches, they~ are not accomplishing the work
for which he raised them up. It is not difficult
to account for this. A little thought results in
the conviction that the feeling is, in the main, a
just one. Thousands of the people of God are
living below their privileges. Their experience
is as unsatisfactory to themselves as it is plainly
deficient when compared with the requirements
of the word of Ged. Any one who has thought-
fully attended to the statements of Christian
experience, such as we have in our class meet-
ings, or has observed the burden of many public
and social prayers, will have heard confessions
like this, ““ We want something higher ; we are
not living as we ought. May God arouse us,
and revive us again!” In our Sunday-schools,’
where the seed of God’s blessed truth is sown in
ground most favorable to its taking root, the
laborers, in many cases, are discouraged. “ We
teach,” they say, “and the children give atten-
tion; we pray, we exhort; but our scholars are
not being converted to Christ.” It is matter of
fact, too, that in our chapels thousands of most
regular and attentive hearers renffin unsaved.
The most searching preaching appears to fall
powerless ; and the ministers of God return,
Sabbath after Sabbath,to their closets,to grieve,
and sorrowfully jo ask, ¢ Lord, who hath be-
lieved our report ?” And as to the masses out-
side the walls of our Zion, the thousands who
are daily living in open rebellion against God,
and dying in acknowledged unpreparedness for
eternity, the influence of the Church seems
scarcely to touch them. Hence the prevailing
sense of want. We need, as individual Chris-
tians, as Churches, something more than we have.
What is that something ?

A little attention to the matter will convince
us that our want is a spiritual one. There is no
lack of trutk. We have in our own tongue, and
in almost everybody’s hand, the Bible; God’s
completed revelation of bis will. The grand old
doctrines with which Peter and Paul shook
men's consciences are preached in the ears of
hundreds of thousands every Sabbath. The
truths which, in the hearts and the lips of
Luther, Wesley, Whitefield, and others, wrought
such wonders, are ours to-day—salvation by
faith, the new birth, the Spirit's direct witness,
a full salvation through the blood of Christ;
these truths are held and proclaimed. Norisit
knowledge that is needed.' Never was light
more widely spread, or acquaintance with bibli-
cal truth more prevalent. It has been rightly
taken for granted that ignorance is a great
barrier to conversion; that the instructed are
more likely to be saved than the ignorant.
And, accordingly, the young in our congrega-
tions know the truth, and have been taught to
reverence it. And, assuredly, means of grace
are not infrequent. Houses of prayer meet the
eye in every direction ; preaching, prayer-
meetings, and meetings for religious fellowship
abound. Means are not wanted; but life and
power in the means. Knowledge of God is not
wanted, but power to apply the knowledge.
Truth is not wanted, but power to force the
truth upon the consciences of men. The body
of Lazarus in tbe tomb had its organization
perfect—head, hands, feet; but it lacked life.
And the Chureh to-day has its Heaven-bestow-
ed truths, its divinely-appointed ordin , and
its wide-spread field for work. All things are
ready ; but it wants power.

Let-it be distinctly understood that the power
needed is a purely spiritual one. It is to be felt
in the heart and conscience, mamifested in
prayer and faith, and to exert an influence on
the souls of men ; a power which rich and poor
may have alike, and old and young, and which
may dwell in‘the heart of the unlettered peas-
ant as in the doctor in divinity. The power
needed is such as will overthrow the dominion
of internal evil, change stubborn rebels against
God into his obedient children, make vile hearts
true and holy, and render men meet for God's
service on earth and for his presence in heaven.
O for this power in our hearts and in the
Church!

Inquiring as to its source, we are by the word
of God directed to the Holy Ghost: “ Ye ghall
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you.” In the divine scheme of redemp-
tion the Father is made known as the great
source of grace ; he gave his Son, gives the Spir-
it, and bestows salvation. The Son is the Di-
vine Mediator; he dies to reconcile the world to
God, stands between the Father and sinners,
and receiving from him spiritual blessings, dis-
penses them to men on earth. The Holy Ghost
is the great agent of the Father and Son in be-
stowing salvation. He dwells in -the Church,
and communicates the blessings which the Fa-
ther confers for the sake of the S8on. He is all.
present, and makes known the s of
divine will to believing hearts, ll:;g:: thcmdil:
all their infirmities, and “ making intercessions
for them with groanings which cannot be utter-
ed” Hence the presence of the Holy Ghost is
the power we seek to possess. He is God in us,
He fills us with his light, sheds abroad his love,
makes us hunger for his holiness, and writes
upon our hearts his law. He is the Spirit of
truth, the Sprit of holiness, the- Spirit of faith :
and wherever he is, the Church s full of ener-
gy and life, “ endued with power from on high.”

In esact harmony with our acknowledged
want, the power of the Holy Ghost is spiritual.
Il,my dwell where] the body is weak and the
mind uneducated. It works not to make men
intellectually strong or eloquent, but to Make
them boly. In anything that concerns the soul’s
salvation, the blessed Spirit finds his proper
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. vertisg, nerating bearts ; and samcti-
y’i,.,.:f'  the g Bearts into love
and pufity. works not” irresistibly,” but b-y
persuasion, alarming, drawing, alluring men’s
souls. He abides in the Church and his influ-
ence in awakening and renewing is according to
the faith and prayers of the people of God. ,_u
of Christ, so of the great Spirit whom Christ
sends: in some ;places be cannot do_ “ many
toighty works because of their unbelief.”
The Holy Ghost is promised to us by God who
cannot lie. Let us first be assured of our need
of him ; that without him there cah be no real
light and power. We shall then cease to trust
in the force of truth, the wisdom or elogquence
of man, or the suitability of means of grace. So
far as we repose confidence in these things we
dishonor and grieve the Holy Ghost. Let us
bave faith in his love, in his willingness to bless.
When our hearts seem as adamant, let it be re-
membered the Holy Ghost can soften them;
when the Church is dead he can quicken her;
and when we see thousands unsaved, poor, blind.
and far from God, let us believe that he can
awaken and save them all. Thus we shall im-
itate the first disciples in their patient, prayer-
ful waiting for his descent. Beginning now, let
us give ourselves and our merciful God no rest
till he fulfil our heart's desire, and pour his Spir-
it upon us, as “ floods upon the dry ground.”—

Chris Miscellany.
. PRSI N

We Want Better Preaching:

Let us tell you how to getit. Good presch-
ing is always desirable, and when preacbing is
stale and dry, uninstructive and uninteresting,
1t is naturs! the demand should be for * better
preaching.’ The general opinion is that good
preaching depends entirely on the preacher. If
he studies, is talented, prays, and is devoted to
bis work, is deeply pious and zealous,free from a
worldly mind and worldly cares, then his preach-
ing is generally good, snd not without it If,
on the contrary, he neglects his closet, his
books, his people, and becomus involved in
worldly effairs the work is apt o diminish in
ratio with his diminisned zeal. This is all true as
preachicg itself, and our ministerisl bretbren
are frequently reminded of it. But we have a
word to say, this time, to hearers who * wants
better preaching’ To get a better preacher
you'll have to be & better hearer ! It is just as
essential to the success of the Gospel ministry,
to bave good hearers es good preachers. In
olden times they used to have sounding boards
suspended somewbere before and above the pul-
pit, to break the echo of the preacher’s voice.—
They have done away withi those made of wood,
but the right ones have not been substituted.—
The sounding board of the preacher should be
the hearer’s gun! As ready to respond to the
sense of the word, as the board was to the
sound, If you want good preaching, therefore,
observe ttese pointe. Y

1. Pray much for your minister. Pray for
him with s heart fall of sympathy for him, in
his arduous snd responsible work. If you pray
for him in public, never mind reading him lec-
tures about his duty. Perbaps be understands
his duty fully as well ss you do. His circum-
stances, certainly he knows best, and he alore,
and not you, will have to be responsible for his
acts. But don't be both a hypoerite and s
coward by recapitulating in your prayers, what,
accurding, to your view, he should consider his
duty, while you have neither manliness encugh
to tell him in a kindly spirit, nor honesty of
heart to bring forward the foul slander any
other way, but in public address to the Deity.
I the minister has faults which it is your duty
to tell him, would you not better tell him
privately, while in public and to others you
speak only of -his good qualities? But pray for
him, both in public and in private, with a pure
heart and fervently, and you wiil do him good.

The seed may be the best in the world, but if
it fall on the wayside, in stony or thorny ground,
it will do no more good than if it were the
poorest. Have your own heart in sympathy,
therefore, with your pastor—pray for him—treat
him with the respect and kindness due to a ser-
vant of God, and you will find that even * foolish
preaching’ will make you wiser unto salvation
if your heart ground is well prepared, than the
best intellectual treat. You eriticise him per-
haps. You delight to do it. You think it
shows off your abilities to advantage, and so it
may ; but it also shows that your heart is in a
worse state than your head, and neither of them
may be saperior when the bubble of cunceit is
pricked, and you stand on your own naked
merits.

2. Make s point to be a doer of the word.—
No one asks you to accept everything that is
spoken from the pulpit as undeniably the Gos-
pel truth.  Preachers, like other men, may err,
even in the things they are suppozed to know
better than others. But the errors are few, and
readily detected by comparison with the infal-
lible word of God. Whatever agrees with this,
do. Reduce to practice what §ou bear, and you
will find you are getting better preaching con-
tioually.

3. Pay for your preaching. Your preacher
must live. Ia these times of fabulous prices,
when flour, and beef, and fuel, and clothing, is
double and triple in price, remember his phy-
sical wants. By doing your part, you will find
that your conscience is not put to the necessity
to hunt up flaw, excuses, paliations, from the
preacher’s discourses, or his demeanor, to justi-
fy your neglect. When men do wrong, or
refuse to do their duty, a base instinct will make
them hunt up arguments to justify their conduct.
In such a case the preacher’s conduct will be
most rigidly examined, to find the wished-for
excuse. Pay him, and do your duty, and you
will find thet a paid preacher is better than a
borrowed or stolen one.

Besides, a preacher not pinched by want is
feee in bis mind. His mind is his mint, whence
the thoughts that are to enrich you, come coin-
ed and ready for public circulation. Do not
Q-btx_uu his working machine by harrassing
cares. Put bim above want, if possible, and
you will enable him to do better preaching ; if
not possible, then bear with him as he bears
with you.

Many good men are driven home simply be-
cause they cannot see their families want, or
their children go bmfooled.—’l‘bey ask for no
more than a living, and if they do not get it,
they must go to work, and often men of less
ability are sent to fill their places. Other good
men are kept back, because they see too poor a
provision for those in the service. Men that
have capacity enough to preach the gospel effec-
tually are generally men that can do business
and make money, if they devote themselves to
it, and to ask such nien to sacrifice not only
this, but to live in wretchiedness all their life-
time, simply because the Church does not do
ber duty, is more than such a church hasa right
to ask. Perbaps it is said, ‘ If they are called
to preach, it is their duty to go, whether they
are supported or not.” Perhaps it is, but certain
it is no more their duty to preach, than it is
your duty to support it. If you judge him for

work, He makes the truth evident to the mind

and feltin the heart ; removes the barriers and

disobedience on -this scccount, you condemn
yourself for the same. When the church is
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few apd ipefficient, it is time to complain. But

A 8 B’ “fdxther back. To bave betterpresch-
ing you must Dave hetter preachers. These do
pot come of themselves. They will not be en-
| dawed miraculously with what they can acquire
{ by study and hard labor. If you want better
qualified men, then support the schools. Put
them into a vigorous lite,-and instead of speak-
irg and using your influence sgainst these insti-
tatione, encourage promising young men to go
there. Give them money if they need it,
and books and clothing—at least give them
good words and encouragement. As soon as

people.—Evan. Mes.

Early Conversions.

Io a new settlement in New Jersey, one of
the new-comers was desirous of starting an or-
chard, and being anxious to save time, he went
to the nursery to procure a variety of young
fruit-trees. Having selected the kinds most de-
sirable, they were delivered in due time. He
now proceeded to the bushes, dug out the brush
with which the soil was filled, and there planted
them.

A few months alterwards the pursery-man
came along, and irquired concerning the treee.
The settler was full of complaints. “His trees
were wilting and dying. He was utterly dis-
coursged. Very much surprised at this report,
the skillful pomologist desired to see them. But
his surprise changed into indignation when he
was led to the spot where they were planted.
They were indeed stunted, unhealthy, and dying.
Less cure bad beeu exercised in planting these
valyable tree., than would ordinarily have been
bestowed upon the simplest vegetable. They
were dying victims to nature’s inexorable laws.

Are nat many Christians equally injudicious ?
How many fathers in Israel are utterly opposed
to the reception, of young children into the
church of Jesus Christ, even though they give
evideuce of a change of heart ! Their theory
1, thut (bey bad better be ‘permitted- to- remain
in the cold world until their experience has
been developed, and they have given full proof
of being Christians, even though they give evi-
dence of a change of heart. Truly little less
than a miracle of grace can preserve them from
dying.
Is there not as great a defect in the prayers of
Christians in behalf of their children? How
many pray for their conversion with an eye to
the future, as though this were impracticable in
the present. Thus faith is weakened and be-
comes ebj-,(ﬁ‘ku ; the promises of Jesus nullifi-
ed, and those who love the Saviour wonder that
their children grow up unconverted. This is a’
sad mistake, and its fruit is as bitter as worm-
wood and gall.
It 15 with deep sorrow I review my past expe-
rience ic this connection, and will relate how
my views were changed,
It was mid-winter in 1847-8 when the Lord
was graciously pleased to visit the church I serv-
ed, with the reviving influence of his Spirit. A
deep reolemnity pervaded our meetings, and
many were converted to God. Strong men
were bowed down, and tears of penitence and
joy fell from many eyes. My oldest deughters
were respectively aged thirteen and eleven years,
and they attended the meetings. QOne evening
aiter an unusually solemn season, I returned
home and found my family sitting round the fire,
ell looking very sad. I saw my second daugh-
ter had been weeping, and kindly inquired the
reason. In a moment the pent up flood hfoke
forth and she said, ¢ Oh, father, I am afraid
that I have sinned my day of grace away, and
that now there is no mercy for me.’ What a
position for a faithless parent ! I stood before
God and my child astonished, humiliated, and
joyous. God had come into my own family
whi as labouring for others, hoping thst
U e would come when my children would
be converted, but having no present expecta-
tion of such a result. Most joyfully I pointed
her to the ‘ Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sins of the world ;' and while pleading for
her before the throne, the dove of peace des-
cended and hovered over her heart, and there
was joy in the presence of the angels of God, over
one sinner that bad ‘ repented.” This was a di-
rect rebuke of my faithless opposition to the re-
ception of children into the bosom of the chuzch,
and I bhad deeply regretted the course I had
taken. Now, having been taught of the Lord,
I feel privileged to precent the glad tidings of
salvation to the little ones, and when converted,
to welcome them to the fold of Jesus, and train
and nourish them for Him.

Free Salvation and Calvinism.

It was a lovely Sabbath morning, in the
month of May. The air was fragrant with the
perfume of flowers, and the festhered songsters
warbled their sweet notes in the groves and
woodland. The Toby family, in * best attire,”
had wended their way to P—— Creek Chuich,
and were seated in their accustomed pew, not
far from the place of entrance. Mr. G—r,
having passed through the preliminaries, an-
nounced for his text the words of Isaiah: * Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”
Whetber thie speaker was seized with a strange
fit of forgetfulness, or had by mistake picked
up the wrong skeleton, the writer canmot tell.
One thing, however, is certain ; whilst bobbing
up and down, over his MSS., he succeeded in
reading, what would have passed inspection
soy where, as an orthodoz Methodist sermon.
The Westminster confession of faith, Calyin’s
Institutes, and the writings of Toplady, for the
time being, were forgotten. Man's moral
sgency and gracious ability, were clearly set
forth. The declaration made that the provision
of grace extends far as the curse and misery
of sin extend. The speaker even quoted the
passage, “ God 30 loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son,” &c., without-throwing
in, parenthetically, “ the elect-world,” and slso
* Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death
for every man,” without-adding by way of ex-
planation, “ every elect man” It would have
seemed as though the minister had drawn his
inepiration from Flgtcher, the Wesleys, Adam
Clark, Watson, atih that class of orthodox
theologians.

The wusually sleepy yawning lay Elders in
their pew nesr the pulpit, were remarkably
wakeful that morning. Their countenances
betrayed anxiety. Significant glances were
exchanged. As though they feared that parson
G——r bad taken leave of his senses, or was
seized with a sudden fit of mental aberration!
Service over. An intermission of about three-
fourths of an bour intervened, in which child-
ren bad an opportunity of eating their cakes,
and older folks to inquire after each others
bealth—the crops and the exciting topics of the
day. Then the afternoon’s exercises took place.
Mr. G——1r’s theme was the *‘ Poiler and his
Clay.” It was like a killing frost in June—
blasting, blighting, witbering! Eatirely differ-
erent in theory and doctrine from the discourse
of the morning ; as though two entirely oppo-
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