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FIRE WASTE.
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paid in Ipsses 875,165,000, this being . loss ratio of 61 per|
cent. T3king the home figures alone of Canadian companies \
in the shpme ten| years period, they collected in pfemiums
$24,923,0p0, paying in losses $14,755,000, a loss ratio of 50.2 |
In| | 1908; the Canadian fire insurance companies’ |
amounted to_ 83,810,000, while their losses totalled | ,
. a'|loss!ratio of 60.5 per cent. Thus Canadian | [
s in|J9o8 experienced a loss rate 10 points in excess | § J“s‘ a Mbym he lag
of their fen years’ ‘average of 59 per cent. Fire losses made e
worse byl conflagration payments are too often considered | at—and by “n m “ od
oncgrn jof fire insurance companies, but there are
general dxpenses ;and increased reserve requirements in view ettes he hly’. “LDE ]
yriting results during the past few years. :
ihg the tdn years’ period for Canadian (ompamcsi
one can fdd to the losses paid of $14,755,000 an amount o ‘ .
88,308« representing expense of approximately 335 pﬂ'u size, m
cent. of lpremiumis  Then $2,000,000 may be placed to re-
present the incréase of reserve liability on account of un-
earned premjums. ¢ These -three items total $25,000,003,

which shows a loss by Canadian companies with underwrit- YlLDlZ
ing operftions during the past ten years of $140,000. These

. egplode the theory of the large profits al- [
leged to made by our Canadian fire insurance companies | Plain Cork or Gold Tips

It is int¢resting té recall the statement made by Mr. H. N.
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Kelsey, ¢f the National Board of Fire Underwriters, that the - el
fire inshfance prefniums received in the United States from 25 cents per box en 1

1869 t;tl 008 amodnted to $4,779,277,874 and losses, expen-| all Pm“ ‘ d

ses and Jegal reinburance reserves to $4,784,764, thus show-
ing an tual los$ on fire underwriting of $5,486,241 for a
term of §o years. | ;

Need fori Fire Commissioners

In agldition td carelessness and its demanded educative | sheep from the United States and Australia, also
campaig, an important consideration is the extraordinary | two-thirds of the bacon it consumes in gl‘nb“
numbet incendjary fires which occurred in C apada dur- | instead of taking steps to cultivate this remunerative
ing 1909. The déliberate burning of property has become | of agricultural industry. The number of cattle in the

;|

another perions plase of the fire waste. In many cases €X-| it is said, is smaller this year than last, therefore the b
tremely yiciolls mptives have been discovered as the origin. | of stock ;alsing by farmers on a luzei',scnle d be b
The late$t bliehodk regarding:criminal statistics shows that| at once. It will take several years to produce a 1
35 persogs were cdnvicted of arson during the twelve months | situation, but the prices paid for cattle and s in
ended Mjrch gisk, 39og. Last year several hundred incendiaty | during the past few months justify the taking 0
fires wene reposted from various parts of the country. The | branch of farming. . bt
sensationjal- case @ High River. Alberta. is one. A box of | .

inflammable matefial was found in a coal shed and a burn- Business Conditions in the West.

ing fuse| had bees attached to some explosive material, an b g : .

attempt being matle to fire a house and barn. At Simcoe, pronﬁg:l%efszxz?ez‘ed u:)hbnskfly for thE b4y h’:‘t‘ .

Ontario; fa public bfficial was senfenced to imprisonment for | season at the be o« 2P fo 1909- ven. & ;

life on the charfe bf attempted murder and two arson charges o vl - el Rl]gmng “°l, Janu?ry h_“ been R in e

againgt him wete ;consequently dropped. The burning of a | West. and froms :‘hing . mis ¢ b“s'.ne"of

hotel In ,'("rnnn. n '(‘ . causing a heavy loss of life was the busu;ess Dok o sﬁ::omcS the -auguries ch the

result of indendijrism.  Jealousy and revenge have fre-| gollar mark in clear KSf “Fh""’ec‘d ;"dm oy

quently been | thé motives actuating these incendiary fires. Winnipeg bank '2;;;nan§ 0: : ﬁ :ee‘k € 8““ January d
The [most imgortant point is that while many hundreds  nearly five millions oveistheo :axene w;o'kz _51;3:0, ‘d—

of these loccurrepdes have been placed cn record this year, | than five millions over 19008. For th a lk

a very srpall per¢entage of the criminals have been arrested. | 13th the gain was reatcr. w-“l; e '“k :

The tracing of a fire’s origin, as is known, is most difficult. | week amounting to 3?808 c}' Fmpeg - ann'g:*

It is no peflectianion the police to say that this work is fre-| the figures were $11 . 0'3' s:'d § w e s.m 614

quently Beyond them. A fire investicator should beé a train- | figures show an incr'e‘:?s?c' fosrath - 11‘908 IO,Z:Z

ed man fn_r that particular work. In Manitoba a fire com-| and if this rate of increase be ie;:cthl’l:u:l’llo(l’lt the
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missionet is working under the direction of the provincial | . AL
governmgnt. The! result has been a decided dorre.!ﬁe in in- total s\hould be above & billian dsnee.
cendiary ffires,| the] bringing to the justice of the persons re- | The rapid development of Western Canada
sponsiblel thedefor, and a gratifying decrease in the Manitoba two or three years is' remarkable. One of the reg
fire lossds ganerally. While a great number of the states| '€ success and progress of any city is a strong : :
across the border possess fire marshals or fire commisioners, | Interest in local institutions.  This already exists . -4
only one |province;in Canada, can boast of such an official. | Western cities, while those that have established thes
The need for such an officer is continually emphasized in| 2t strategic traffic points and have attained to a COMMER
every Cabadishn Mdovince. position that compels service from the railrotd?-m
v failed to develop a lively civic spirit. Boards of
| :'nz. nt(';v industries for their respective cities ¢
N N eir districts are more important bodies in the
NEED- FOR MIXED FARMING than the City Council or t}?: School Board that
_ | spectively to the municiglmand the educational welfare
. > :
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L - . community,
In the West ~—Farmers Changing Their Views —Growth Progress of Western Citles.

ol Wester ities— .
Ve l_em Citjes—The Wheat Markets. Aside from these strong commercial notices that ¥

— the Western city-builders, their municipal ideas are
Monetary Times Office The municipal buildings erected are creditable to the @
s ’ munities which have erected them.  Parks ;
1] Winnipeg, January 2sth parks have been secured in good time, with the
The Yplendid trops of Western Canada in the past year, avoiding the payment of large sums in getting
and the Increased acreage and enormous yield have been p::g}yc use, land that never should have been al
?hlnri)':pfi ar:rarny f"‘"?'h;' ;)ut little ha;{ hc-c-l;\ said regarding | {)\'cst‘:n?:?:;:sshm-in These are evidences 'ha'.r'f:"'. ttract
¢ Of mixe arming.  Ranching is probably A - £ RTeat In many ways. ey-
doomed by the intoming of the grain grpwer, but the de- | ]5:3;’" in all the agencies of ifitellectual and social
faand for [béef is growing. - The price for all meat is high | ;o ?Dr:ents along this line are as needful in the
and it is curious fact that the West is actually impoﬂingl mega::r:debnc:l’, ““‘o';d"f tfhe West as are those, -
i . . y the records of commerce.
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