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The sugar and to£â£lCO crops of IO06 
showed considerable decline.
losses were suffered by the late insur- 
reel ion and the October cyclone, and
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rommercial activity and investment have
been retarded by lack of confidence con- f

uncertainty as to thesequent upon
future. Despite the money stringency 
prevailing in Europe and the United
States, the situation there is somewhat

better than a few months ago, and there
is no lack of funds tot moving the sugar

harvested. A number of sugar

Firm rit

v- SfK? OwmsdUm
Hemal OlMtM crop now 

estates
t

began grinding prior to De-
eember i$th, with very poor results up
to the latter part of the month, owing 
to very low' yield of sugrar and deficient
train service. Since the Cold spell it 
Christmas time the yield of sugar has
considerably increased, and the train 

! service is becoming normal. Experts
estimate the cane crop sufficient to pro­
duce 1,500,000 tons çf sugary but it re­
mains to be seen whether there are suf-

. , ’ ficient laborers to grind all the cane.
The price of sugar is somewhat lower
fban expected, although, on the basis of
four re ales la arroba, well-managed
estates art able to realiic a profit.

During the past few weeks the to­
bacco crop of Pinar del Rio has suf-

fered greatly owing to drought, and
-----  unless there is "rain within the next week
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the damage to tobacco not iryi-
gated will be immense. Net, if such be
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pec., enter, upon the View year under c>ba ar<; COBStaptly becoming better
more auspicious nrcunRitances than at known abroad and with p*ace and ordet 
the beginning of tha< |s« passed in ^ fWry „„on ,0 eipect
January, .906/ great damage was done £ investmentS of foreign capital
to the sugar and tobacco, crops, upon
which the commercial life of the island
depends, by the excessive rain, of De­
cember, continuing through January
and February, conditions which had not
prevailed in Cuba since 1879, and which 
are not likely to recur f&is year.

On the other hand, tfee financial con­
ditions of the country «re not as good
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