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Are the Pr inciples TQTUgh; by Jﬁ;sus éhrisg :
Advantageous tothe Working Class?

Christianity a Slave’s Creed .

Debate Between Harrington and Cook. down, but Mr, Cook confined it within the can-
- < onical gospels.  But the slavery of ancient Rome
The Empress Theatre (Vancpuver) on Sunday, had been introduced and he claimed the right to
he 8th May, was crowdtd to overflowing five min. traverse the same ground. Religion ih the form of
Jiter the doors opened at 2.30 p.m. The debate Christianity, rather than being the continuous iden--

fes d

(35 scheduled to commence at 3 o'clock. Many tical concept of equality, brotherhood, justice and
undreds of people were anable to gain entrance so forth as outlined by Mr. Cook, changed with
president Klinck of the University of B. C. oc- changing conditions and conformed always in the
upied the chair, and announced Rev. A, E."Cdbk as minds of men t) their surroundings, the degree of
peaker in the affirmative, and Comrade Harrington their knowledge of nature’s forces—the period in
o the negative : Mr. Cook to speak first for 45 min- W hich they lived. And Christianity, from the time
Les. iollowed by Harrington for 45 minutes. After of its inception until today, was embraced as a slave
the collection, Cook to speak 15 minutes followed creed by the working class and used by a master
 Harrington, the debate to be closed by Cook in a class wherever possible tastifle the spirit of revolt
Y against the property concept wherever it arose. For
\r. Cook opened by announéing ghat be intended the purposes of the debate, and only for these pur-.
10 base Iis case on the four gospels. Matthew, POSCS: he intended to assume for the time being that
Mark, Luke and John. These comprised the doc- Cbrist had lived and had been cruciled. The valid-
trine of Christianity. The doctrine of Christianity ity of this claim was actually questionable but for
the present he did not intend to concern himself
with that. He would take Christianity as it was at
4 the time of its inception and examine its records.
The materialist interpretationfof the history of any
creed or religion lay in the examination of the his-
torical period in which it prevailed. So far as bib-
lical records were concerned the epistles of Peter

closing speech of 10 minutes.

5 was the commonwealth of God and man on carth
, Its application was that in public life public leaders
should be public servants; the poor should inherit
| the earth. Its ultimate aim was Jove, service and
E equality—not force—coercion and inequality. Each
¥ man s} ould Hive the fullest expgession of his per-
: sonality.  The Socialist keynote to him was justice,

democracy, brotherhood. This was covered by the amd Paul were more worthy documents and in some
respects had chronological precedence over the gos-

man and man. The brotherhood of man was a So- pels. These epistles outlined the principles of early
Christianity as they were propounded in Palestine
under Roman sway. To understand Christian teach-
ings we must understand the conditions prevailing
at that period: Italy was then inhabited by a civil-
. zation. so too was part of the Greek peninsula and
part of Asia Minor. Outside of these
barism. The Roman Empire fell. Patrician and
Plebeian strife finally ended the last vestiges of what
had remained of communal society. Mr. Cook had
claimed Christ as the first to lay down a doctrine of
brotherhood among men. This had no foundation
in fact. The brotherhood of man had been a living
fact until private property in the means of+life en-
tered upon the stage of human development. Until

golden rule—goodwill and mutual service between

cialist aim. Christ was the originator of this idea
Christ was the original revolutionist. He was the
forerunner of Marx and was the founder of demo-
cratic principles.  The endurance of these principles
had swept aside chattel slavery and feudalism and
had inaugurated and sustained what was good in
our present day civilization. Socialists recognized
. that despite the value of their own doctrines and
formulas they owed it to Christ’s teachings that
lt\c ideal of human: brotherhood was maintained.
Christ was of the common people. He moved among
them. He was a carpenie‘} by trade. His was a
revolutionary doctrine. He taught the universal
fatherhood of God. Deeper than economic ~doc-

: trine lay morals and spiritual coufage. FEach man that stage blood relationship had been a bond b.c-
: Was “captain of his fate and master of his soul.” In tween man and man. It had not been an essential
. this lay his spiritual ‘equality. This was the root bond since and it Was not now. Christ’s adveqt
d principle of the cries Liberty, Equality, Fraternity; was not until a thousand. years after that stage.
d the Magna -Charta, ;hc ﬁ{gl;ts of' Man. Tiw Rome was then torn by civil wars. Rome was Y
t truth would make men free.  Christianity was out slave empire.  Under Roman cou'quest,‘ eRptives
3 ‘;; ‘:”_‘ the present competitive system up-;idc 'down. \un sold as slé\lcs.A'h‘\lndn:\'cr—as in thr;‘sn;n civ-
as true that there were Christian men in the ization—had a ship sailed irom a port of the Roman

ranks of both capital and labor. They co-operated Empire for the purpose ol hu_\fmg flaves. . That ins

' ' public service. The compct‘ili\-e system compell- famy could l\(.)t be charged against pagan Rome. '}‘he
X ¢d the capitalist to be dishonest. in reality there only civilization that charge could be made against

“'a"v "0 wealth but life. Material things were in-
i‘:)i':':;h,‘m' .\lomy'~p6w¢r—-social position]-—thc'se
itualmm?s meant nothing if there was not too, spir-

enlightenment. Man must love the highest
Rood he knew, Mrs. Browning said “Life develops ering savages who ¢

fr RS .
oM within.” Environment was not final. It was .
Pt the cure Tt would not operate without the under Tibern

_cl?a"&"f in heart, ‘The thief, drunkard, criminal, pol- gospel—
Mical grafter all existed no matter what were the iod of miscry among slaves.
‘onditions—meral ‘character was the essential.
.(“’""adc Harrington said that the debate was in  through which menp
his Opinion somewhat narrowed by the terms laid heaven.

areas was bar-

was a Christian civilization. The civilization of
Rome, built upon the backs ‘of slaves, had established
itself in civil wars and class struggles: It endured
terrible periods in the life of its people. The shiv-
arried us throngh the ice age had
not endured such suffering as%the people of Rome
1s, Claudius, Nero, Lucilla. The new
Christianity—took root in Rome in a per-
It taught that the earth
was the door cs of nature and to harness them to his own needs.
assed to glorious eternal life in His support and eglightenment came through his
ivable were given (Continued on page 3)

was bhut a stopping place; death

All the pleasures conce

to a person who “laid not up for himself treasures on
carth.” This was a solace in a hopeless slave socie-
ty. It was accepted by the slaves. It was a com-
fort to the slaves. It was a slave creed — a slavé '
religion. The doctring was set in fruitful soil and
ripened admirably. As a religion of slaves, in Rome,
it as beneath the contempt of the moble. It was
held by slaves and propagated by slaves. Yet in the
four gospels and in the epistles of Peter and Paul,
not one word was to be found in condemnation of
slavery as a system of society. While it extolled
charity it nowhere denounced the conditions that
rendered charity necessary: The rights of master
over slave were recognized by the disciples. During
300 years of religious strife, in obliterating the hold
of other religions on the slavemind, Christianity
carned the contempt of the Pagan philosophers as a
slaves’ creed, as such, a citizen of Rome could have
naught to do with it. For the worker it operated to
cloud his mind. It taught submission to every form -
of cruelty and oppression. It taught the righteous-
ness of slave submission to a master s rule and con-
sequently, rather than its doctrines being-advantag-
eous to the working class they were false to its in-
terests. - : i
Mr. Cook’s next speech was taken up in elabor-
ating his outline as above stated.
Comrade Harrington said the Biblical utterances
were made disjointedly in the Jewish tongue, ‘writ-
ten in Latin, translated invo Greek and re-translat-
ed into English. The revised version—so-called —
presented no more the words of Christ than the
version of James VL. Kipling’s complaint that Amer-
ican English did not represent his writings was in
itself illustrative in a small degree of the magnitude
of error that was possible in the case of documents
written'so long ago and compiled under such diverse
circumstances and changing periods. Mr.Cook had
mentioned Wilberforce as an example of Christian
concepts in practise. His practical efforts were to-
wards the abolition of the slave trade. How fine a
creature was this man who, when the bill was intro-
duced to abolish child slavery, rather than vote for e
it. and without courage to vote against it, hadll walk-
od out of the house. So much for spiritual regener-
ation. Slavery was not doomed through the spread-
ing of Christ’s teachings: It wasa long time alive.
It was alive today after 2,000 years of Christian doc-
trine and precept. From the tropical regions of the
earth fo the ice regions of ‘the north, wherever you
find man you will find him in his ignorant state
clinging to whatever gods his superstition had erect-
od around him. He made his own gods, the gods did
not make him, and the degree of his understanding
the condition around him and the forcesof nature,
determined what manner of gods they were. But man
was forever wrestling with the elements. The devel-
opment of man could be traced from one form of
life. Embryology demonstrated that man’s present
form and shape was not eternal. Every shape as-
sumed, demonstrated the evolution of man from a ,
common parent form. In his growth to his present
state all the comforts of civilization have come to
man through his own efforts.to understand the forc-
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