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we entered the field containing his Sounth ]
Down sheep we were saluted by the music |
of 24 bells. We asked Mr. I. what he
used so many bells for, and e said for the !
purpose of keeping the dogs away. He |
had tound it efticient. Would it not be
well if County Councils were to alter their
prssent act of payment for sheep killed by |
dogs, by reducing the payment to half, or |
quarter, or nothing, unless the owner kept
at least one bell on every tenth sheep.

Mr. H. E. Irving has long been known
as one of the best breeders of South
Down sheep, and his flock numbering
about 80 head,are very uniform and
even, shewing the attention that has
been paid to them in selecting the best
stock to breed from, many of them being
quite as symmetrical as_any we have ever
seen in a show yard.  This class of sheep
stands prehaps,in thesame proportionasthe
thorough-bred horse does to the other
classes of horses. They are considered
the purest-blooded sheep; other classes
are more or less mixed or trossed.  Their
-arriage is more erect, and the ears set up.
The quality of the wool is fine, the flesh
for culinary purposes is unsurpassed, and
their lambs mature quicker than the
lambs of other varieties.

This class of sheep most probably will
come into greater demand.

The great demand for combing wool
has caused breeders to turn their attention
to the Lincolns, Cotswolds, and Leicesters,
yet there are many that prefer the South
Downs.

Mr. Irving sold 14 South Down rams
last year to a breeder in Colorado.  The
Galloway cattle have been too much ne-
glected lately, partly, no doubt, on account
of the enormous prices that have been
realized from Durhams. It isa pretty well
established fact that the Galloways will
make a quality of beef unsurpassed by
the Durhams, many say superior.  They
are considered a much hardicr class, and
are excellent thrivers,

We were at Mr. S. White’s (President
of the Provincial Agricultural Association)
farm a short time since, we noticed an
animal like a Galloway ; it was mugh
sleeker than any of the other cattle, and
we were so much struclk with its superior
appearance that we enquired as to its
breed.  Mr. White said it was a halt-bred
Galloway, that it faved just the same as
the other cattle, but had thriven much
Detter than any other in his herd, which
consits principally of part bred Durhams.
We do not pretend to say that in one
breed all the superior qualities are com
hined ; each breed has its advantages and
disadvantages. All valuable breeds should
be maintained in our country.

The above cut is intended to represent
“ Heather Dell” and “ Bonny Bell)” two
fine Galloway heifers belonging to Mr. Ir-
ving, who has a very nice young herd of
this class, and five shearling ewes from the
flock of Southdowns His stock of Berk-
shire pigs is really good and cqual to any
we have seen in Ontario. Mr. Irving, who
is proprietorot the Royal Hotel, Ham-
ilton, is aboutgiving up one of his farins,
and therefore must scll half of his preseut
stock.  His farms are near Hamilton,and
any person calling at the Hotel would
obtain any in-formation they may require,

e t—————
The Exhibitions,

THE THREE WEEKS OF AGRICULTURAL
EXHIBITIONS AT HAMILTON, LONDON
AND GUELPH.

The question that should suggest itsclbe
to us is: What improvements can be
made to make our BExhibitions of greater
benefit to the country than they now are!?
No one will pretend to say that perfection
is obtained. We must all admire the im
provements that have taken place, when
we see so many and such really fine exlii-
bitions as are now held in our midst. The |
foundations of these exhibitiods have |
been laid for us ; we arc building on the
plans of others.

Would it not be well to devote more of

hold a meeting during the Exhibition
week, and the bee-keepers also hold a
meeting to discuss their plans. The dele-
gates to the Provincial Exhibition from
the counties, together with the Board, hold
their annual meeting on one of the Xxhi-
Dition evenings. This meeting is generally
largely attended, but, strange to say, only
one stereotyped question is ever brought
before the meeting in which there is an in-
terest or voice given ; that is: Where
shall the Exhibition be held the follow-
ing year !

The hearing of the reports and the de-
livery of the President’s address, together
with the voting on, the location of the
next Exhibition, is about all that is done.
These delegates are sent to the Provincial
Exhibition at considerable expense to the
county societies,and when they are at the
meeting only one question is submitted,
and only one meeting is held.  Would it
not be well to devote more evenings than
one to discussions ¢ Are there no other
subjects on which such a large and influ-
ential body of gentlemen might express
their views

Would it not be well to take the views
of these gentlemen in regard to the estab-
lishment of the Agricultural College !
whether they believe such” an institution
would be of advantage or disadvantage to
them ; or,in fact, would it be worth its
costt  Would the importation of stock
by the Goovernment interfere with our pre-
sent stock breeders’ establishments?  Is
the agricultural information spread
throughout the country correct or suffici-
ent for the requirements of the people?
Would it be of advantage if the Govern-
ment would grant loans to individuals at a
low rate of interest for the purpose of
draining their farms ¢ TIs the new Canada
Thisile law practicable or of use? Can
any improvemeut be suggested on it or in
regard to the extermination of the plant
Should stock be imported into Canada
during the prevalence of the Cattle Dis-
ease in Furope, or would a quarantine
farm be of advantage'

Discussions in regard to  cereal®modes
of cultivation,&e.,might be advantageously
Lrouelit forward. - We hope some of our
rereders may take up the above subject and
send in their opinions.  We do not ask
vou all to agree with our vemarks @ cou-
demu it you choose, but we hope to have
more communications from you, now the
harvest is over. Do not be afraid of ex-
pressing your views through the paper ;
that is what this paper is for.  You speak
to many thousauds, and your remarks, if
bencficial, will pretty surely fall on good
ground somewhere.

Every farmer should devote at least one
day to cither of these Exhibitions, it they
are living within driving distance. Do
not- think the money is lost that is ex-
pended in such a way.

The ladics should also attend, and by
ali means let the boys and girls lave an
opportunity of sccing what the couutry
can produce.  One day given to the young
to wander through the different depart-
ments of the Exhibition will do them
more good than a month’s hard plodding
at school. By all means let them go.—
Boys and girls, ask your parents to take
you or let you go yourselves.

- - e o
Fruit—A Timcly Hint.

We sce from our exchange papers that
the fruit crop in England this year is one
of the worst ever known.  Many of our
readers have good fruit fit for shipinent.
We believe you will find it will pay better
if you provide barrels and hand-pick your
fruit in time to put up only No. 1 quality.
There will be money made by some who
encage in the shippmyg of fruit this year
It is a business that will bhe opened to a
greater extent this year than ever before,
The prices in England offer a very wide
and handsome margin for profit. We be-
licve it would pay better than editing this
journalbut we are in a treadmill,and must
work our way out of 1t.  Some of you that
are looking around for a spec.” to make a
few dollars, just turn your attention to the

the evenings to discussions about agricul-
tural atfairs § The fruit growers gencrally |

fruit crop and compare pricgs here and in

England,

The Elections,

We are pleased to say, are at length nearly
all over for the Dominion Parliament.—
The long-continued excitement has very
materially interfered with our business—
not that we have taken an active part in
it, but at each and every place we have
been for some weeks past the minds of
nearly all were so agitated or absorbed by
clectioneering, that other businesses were,
to a greater or less extent, neglected. We
hope that if we have another election in
the busy harvest season, it will be com-
pleted in one week throughout the Do-
minion, as it has very materially interfered
with our obtaining and giving as much in-
formation as we otherwise would have
done in regard to Fall Wheat.

OUR POSITION.

We asked our readers which course we
should adopt to maintain the ADVOCATE
on its safest foundation, The reply from
the majority was in conformity with the
views on which we first commenced, Viz. :
to keep the ADVOCATE indepen-
dent of party, and that it should
be conducted independent of party poli-
tics. We helieve that by so doing we can
always make the ADVOCATE a more effec-
tual instrament for promoting the interests
of agriculture and agriculturists. Strong
temptations were laid in our way to induce
us to turn aside from this unbiassed
course, but we resisted temptation and re-
fused even to give our support for either
party.

We would again refer to a subject that
we lately brought before you—a FARMERS
ADVOCATE joint stock company.  If any
of you be willing to be sharcholders in this
company, and have a voice and inflaence
in the management of the only true FARr-
MERY ADVOCATE, and non political and
non-sectarian  or party paper in the
Dominion, it would add to the usefulness
and influence of the paper to have a Board
of Directors, gentlemen actuated solely by
a desire for the improvement ef agriculture
and the prosperity of the country, and to
liave the paper independent of party and
party politics.  The shares might be put
from 25 to $100, each sharcholder to vote
personally or by proxy at the election of
Directors in proportion to the amount of
stock taken. No payment for stock taken
to be required until the company be
theronghly and properly nrgunizu}l. The
first and leading object would be to im-
prove the paper, extend it influence and
maintain its independence.  We would
like to hear froni you on the subject

Were this object accomplished we could
then devote our time and energy more to
the testing and desseminating of secds, and
the general business of the Agricultural
Eiporium.

- oo

Our correspondent “ Rambler,” writing
to us from the Eastern Townships, says :
_Potatoes look well, rand they have no

’

Fone that T never saw hefore :

appearance of the Colorado bug; but
while they are excmpt from this pest,
they have an inscet that is almost as bad,
it is a black
b or fly (as it haswinzs) 5 itis in myriads
an the potatoes, and cats them as bare as
the Colorulo bug; but the heavy rains
this year appear to have drowned them,
I our American exclianges we meet with
an account of the same bug,  Paris green
will be equally as effectual in destroying
them as the other.

G Health,

O

SALT RHEUM REMEDY.

Several years since I was very much
afflicted with salt rhewin. I procured such
roots as dandelion, burdock, red clover,
Loth root aud tops, a little blood root, a
very little mandrake, sarsaparilla, some
black maple leaves and a little prickly ash
bark. These were hoiled uatil the strength
was extracted, and then the liquor was
boiled down 80 as to be quite a strong
syrup. It was then sweetened with loaf

sugar, and enough Bourbon whiskey added
to keep it from turning sour, This taken

'th‘rec times a day, a teaspoonful before
| each mcal etfectually cared me, and I have
'nmever had salt rheum since. One need
not have all the above named ingredients
unless convenient ; the sarsaparilla and
red clover, with burdock and dandelion,
would alone make a good syrup.—Far-
mer’s Wife, in Rural New Yorker,

DYSPEP3IA REMEDY.

Camomile flowers, one ounce; one quart
cold water; put in at night and it is fit for
use in the moining. Dose, one wine glass
a day. When the bottle is about half used,
fill it up again. The patient will be cured
before he has used many bottles.—ZHome
and Health.

LEMON SYRUP.

When lemons are abundant and cheap,
it is a good plan to purchase several dozen
at once, and prepare them for use in the
warm, weak days of spring and summer,
when acids, especially citric and malic, or
the acids of lemons and ripe fruit are so
grateful and so useful.

Press your hand on the lemon and roll
it back and forth briskly on the table to
make it squeeze more easily, then press the
juice into bowel or tumbler, never nto tin;
strain out all the seeds, as they give a Lad
taste.  Remove all pulp from the peels
and boil in water, a pint for a dozen pulps
to extract the acid. A few minutes boil-
ing is enough, then strain the water with
the juice of the lemons, put a pound of
white sugar to a pint of the juice; boil ten
minutes, bottle it, and your lemouade is
ready. Put a tablespoonful or two of this
Jemon syrup in a glass of water, and you
have a cooling, healthtul drink.

FRUIT JAMS,

Boiling fruit a long time, and gkimming
it well without the sugar and without a
cover to the preserving pun, is a very
cconomical and excellent way —economical
because the bulk of the scum rises from
tho fruit and not from the sugar, if the
latter is good, and boiling it without a
cover allows the evaporation of all the
watery particles theretrom; the preserves
keep firm and well flavored. The propor-
tions are three-quarters of a pound ot sugar
to a pound of fruit. Jam made in this
way of currants, gtrawberries, raspberries
or gooseberries i8 excellent. —Cor. Ger-
mantown Teleyraph.

NECESSITY FOR THICK SOLES.

The bottom of the boot for summer
should be of the medium thickness, but if
:mythiug,ruthcrthickcrthau thinner,so that
the suface of the sole of the foot be
thoroughly protected from the ground and
stones,

The disadvantage of a thin sole is that
it produces callosites at the bottom of the
foot, at the parts corresponding to the
bones where they are attached to the nails.
The hard part of the foot is produced by
the chatling of the skin, which at the sole
of the foot is very thin. This skin has to
pesist every pressure of the foot between it
and the sole of the boot, which is always
hard, and the bones every time the foot
touches the ground. Hence it hardens at
every one of the toes. It tollows that one
has more fatigue or inconvenience from
pressure with the same amount of walking
when the sole is too thin. For this reason
we require for summer boots a thick sole.

For winter boots we require that the
gole should be very thick. A thick double
sole or clump will be found best. ~ As all
the parts of the sole are made of leather,
not liable to ruck or hollow under pressure,
the insoles should not be of leather entirely
imperviou to water, or rather perspiration,
for if they are, the dampness of the foot
will feel cold, and hy this remaining for
days, the tesult will be childlains, swel-
lings of the throat, glands, and other
maladies incident to” boyhood.— Montteur
de la Cordonnerie, Purs.

7@~Two communications havejust arrived as we
g0 10 pross, Wwo late. They will appear in next 1uses.




