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OUR CHURCH MONTHLY

COMMONLY
MARTYR.

CHARLES, CALLED THE

Charles was arraigned on charges of treason,
tyranny, and murder. He refused to plead to
the indietment on the ground that the court was
not competent to try him. The mock trial oceu-
pied seven days. Thirty-two witnesses were
examined and he was condemned to Le heheaded
The warrant for his execution, signed by fifty
nine members of the court led hy Pradshaw,
Grey, and Oliver
Cromwell, is stiil pre
gerved in the House
of Lords

was justly accused of

(‘harles

ingincerity and dou-
ble dealing; but
Churehmen ought not
to forget that almost
" to the last mo-
ment he might have
aaved  his  life, and
]"'l_r:]:i "'! some maoia-
sure of his former
dignity and influence
il he would have em
sented to the aboli-
tion of the ancient
Church of England,
e never would con
sent to place the Na-
tional Chureh on a

level with gectarian-

ism. He said: )
am firm to Primitive willh{
i':]r;'-\'mln:n"\'. not to e Ll-i:"f_

have it extirpated it
I ean hinder it.’ CHARTES 1. PARTING
With reference to the

ap; eals of the Puritang, he writes, **T have done
what T could to bring my conscience to a com-
pliance with their proposals, and cannot ; and 1
will not lose my conscience to save my life.” He
bore his sentence ealmly, and spent his remain-
ing hours devotionally in the company of Wil-
On the 30 Jan.
He had been taking

liam Juxon, Bishop of London.
1649, he was put to death.
a tender tarewell of his two children—Princess
Elizabeth, aged thirteen, and Prince Henry, aged
cight (hig elder children with the Queen in

Franee)—when Bishop Juson eame to gay “‘Sire,
1 :

there ig but one stuge more, a troublezome hut «
short one.”  On stepping forth frow. the window
of Whitehall Palace on to the scafiold prepared
for the last scene in his earthly life, he addressed
a few words to the multitude that had assembled:
explaining that the guilt of the civil war did not
rest with him, since Parliament had heen the
first to take up arms; but he confessed that he
dezerved to die for having consented to the death
of Strafford.  As he knelt down and laid his head
upon the block, he exclaimed “T go from a cor-
ruptible to an incor-
ruptible c¢rown.”

Thev buried him in

St. George's Chapel,
Windsor. The judi
cial execution of a
king was never heard

of before, and the
majority of his sub
“]H'I- felt that he had
heen ‘HI‘.II)”\ ¢ on-
demned, and that the
(Constitution was at
the merey of the
army, Until recently
a sgervice of humili

ation waz appended

to the Book of Com
mon Prayver, for use
on the anniversary of
death, which \]ul\'«'
of him as “King
Charles the Martyr.”
[t was removed in

1859.— Lane’s Notes
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WITH HIs CHILDREN., &1

l'l'w/j/l r Book Distribution

As an example of the value of Prayer Book
distribution, we quote the following:

An eminent judge called upon the rector of a
parish in Pennsylvania, much to that rector’s
surprige, who had known his visitor only as an
honored jurist, who had been identified with an-
other c¢hurch. The judge came to express his
desire to be confirmed, and when the ciergyman
asked him what brought him to this mind, he
gaid that it was solely from his study of a Prayer

Book which had come into hig possession,




