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h.alth standpoint, is a safer place in Many in Danger
which to live than is rural New York.
In support of their contention they point 
annual city death-rate of the metropolis of 13 7 
pe r UXX) of population. The rural rate i» 16 4 
This is a damaging statement and one which 
country people can afford to investigate.

"Hut that is New York.” I hear 
"Canada is a healthier

ir,:
Water. In this matter I believe we have been 

very conservative, under rather than
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list oil

estimating the proportion of dan­
gerous waters in use.”

I*"*! tktt “ ,,artu"e Mate of 
affairs? When I first read the result, of this 
analytical work that is being conducts at Ottawa 
I could not believe that the showing 
sentative. Observations in 
gradually led me 
just as nice

R P. JACOBS, OXFORD CO.. ONT.
hand, that there » a very large class which up- 
pears to be totally indifferent as to the quality 
of the water they use and who do not think it 
worth while to have their well water examined 
Of these waters, we may well suppose there is 
1 ,ar*e Proportion positively unsafe for use.

“As we must all be aware, the farmer has been 
accustomed to judge of the suitability of

was repre- 
1 my °*'n neighborhood 
that conditions are not 

r j J18 they sl,ould bc- Every reader of
tarm and Dairy knows that typhoid 
«■rous other diseases

someone say.
country anyway.” 

fust wait a minute. A few evening, ago. when 
1 should have been 
in bed, I was brow­
sing through 
literature

and num- 
are common when there is 
—1 *s a P P a r ently no

source of contagion. 
In mot a few cases ini

sent me 
from Ottawa by Mr. 
Frank T. Shutt, Do­
minion Chemist, re­
lating to this very 
subject. Mr. Shutt 
has been examining 
farm well water sub­
mitted to him for 
sanitary analysis for 
the past 26 
Although somewhat 
lengthy for 
tide of this kind. 
Mr Shutt’s conclu­
sions are so import- 

that I will 
him in full. -Here is 
•hat this authority

“Reviewing the re­
sults obtained since 
•887. we find that of 
the waters

msmyexsm

mv recollection epi­
demics have been 
actually traced to 
the farm well.

The greatest evil 
is the shallow well. 
The majority of the 
wells that have 
under my observa­
tion are from five to 
•10 feet deep and fed 
with surface
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Occasionally I find 
a well at a distance 
from the buildings 
with a windmill es­
tablished for

.4

of th
pump­

ing. but most farm 
Wells are either 
the house where 
slops are being 
thrown on the

II

d g r o u n d or in the 
barnyard, surround- 
vd by all manner of 
filth.

have been classified
as safe and whole­
some. 26

Th.rq

•Mfc «ay™- - I have seen 
the drinking trough 
for the stock located 

that supplies 
years all the 

■oil ..round such a well is simply soaked with 
«■wage. Lining well to a depth of 10 feet with 
concrete and protecting the mouth are safeguards 
but do not remove the danger of the shallow well, 
until «USe<1 t0 haVC 3 sha,,ow well <>n our farm

I <1‘1 SU8p,c,ou* and most probably contamin-

Z ' PCr Cenl- “ “rioialy polluted, and nine 
p <Pnt as non-potable through high 
front year to year these 
somewhat, thus of 
•he lowest

la th

for drinking purposes by its
temperature, ap­

pearance, and odor or absence of odor, and we 
know how very fallacious such signs or qualities 
may he at times. In the absence of features that 
mako lire water objectionable to the senses, the 
source by the larger number of consumers is con. 
side reef satisfactory, and there is no efforl made 
towards learning its true condition. Many such 
waters clear, brilliant, and odorless-drawn from 
farm wells and hitherto quite unsuspected of im­
purity. have been shown by analysis to be most 
seriously contaminated.

“If the proportion of wholesome, safe-for- 
drinking waters used on the Canadian farm does 
not eaceed one-third of the whole we have ocr- 
amly a sufficiently serious condition to warrant 
a strong effort being made towards improvement

not over five feet from the pump 
the family water supply. In a fewI

salinity, 
percentages will vary 

waters ranking first-class, 
anrl ,1 . .pprcenta*e in any one season was 22 

d highest «. In a „„„ lhc proportion 
01 *,K,d waters exceeded 30

ft
Id

,*s Per cent, in eightseasons only. 
“W> do awakened to its danger. Now <vp have 

a drilled well that goes down to the pure Water 
■n the under strata. This well «>* us a nice sum 
of money, but it is cheaper than doctor's bills 
and for all

the a- n<>t rlaim ,hal th‘*s‘* resuhs represent 
'•mdmon of ,ho farm supply

that mlvU,V It might be urged
•ndr i k"" âh° h*Ve "a™n suspect ih.h 
1™ . " 'hr0U,'h illn,’s ™ the family or

strong objectionable femme, h ,he 
:irr forwarding samples for 

«ilfht be pointed

.11

s
we may know, has staved off the 

undertaker. Most of the new wells now being 
sunk are drilled, and this ia a good sign. When 
locating the situation for the well, examine the 
Mope of the ground carefully and place the well 

(Contended on pope 26)

du
analysis. It 

out. however, on the other
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